
DETAILS OF THE PROGRAE FOR PRJJJ.RY _9:R1illES 4~6 

GENERAL RENARKS 

As in the first cycle of el ementar y schoolj all the i nstruct ion each month 
is related to a center of inter est . This cent er of interest furnishes the 
theme of the r eading and exercises in Lao and in French , a s wel l a s t he 
the arithmetic exercises. ·:, ) the degr ee pos si bl e , l es sons in eeogr aphy, 
science, agriculture , animnl husbandry (or hc:.ndicr2..fts), hygiene , and 
religion, should also r el at e t o tho cent er of inter est. 

The programs have been set up in such a way t hat t he sub j ects for one year 
complement each other around a cent er of intere st. For exampl e , in gr ade 4, 
one of the centers of interest is food . Ther ef or e , in hist ory~ t he history 
of food could be studied ; in science , t he food for aniii.1als ; in hygiene, 
digestion and di et ; in r eligion, t he rules f or moder Qtion in f ood ; in 
gqography, the l ar gest produc ers of r i ce , corn, meat, etc. E~ch point of 
the program, in each sub j ect, is t hus r el at ed t o something analogcus in 
the other subjects. 

LAO LANGUAGE 

L Brief descriptive t alks, vocabular y , r eo.di ng (as much as possible ) and 
written exercises will be r el e.ted t o the center of i nt er est for the 
month. Aspects of Lao culture will be emphasized durins Lao language 
study, but not exclusively . 

2 . The brief descriptive t alks by trio students should be rel at ed to the 
observat i on periods, which wi ll be concerned wit h L?.o a spect of cant ers 
of inter est , and t o the activit i e s of tho clas s , such a s gardening , 
corrununity pro jects, hygi ene , etc . They will be followed b: brief 
discussions and be directed towar ds pr act ical application ( improving 
existing condit ions adoptin[; certain t hi ngs from abroad , preserving 
that which is good in Laos) . 

J. Dictations t aken from the r eading and also spellinc; l i st s will be 
given, but never use words that -~ he students have not already seen 
and understood . Tho official spelling set by 1v1e comite Litter airevi 
will be used . 

4. Compositions should concern somet hi ng concret e , either on work done , 
or to do, or on a probl em of school life . Letter writing should also 
be utilized. 

5. In grade 4 the students will begin t o r ead sel ections from Ia o 
literature and peotry . They shoulC'.. le ~i.rn t o r ecite some of the 
selections. By gr ade 6, t hey should be encouraged t o write some poems. 



FRENCH LAJl;GUJ\GE (Dete.ils not Trall_~) 
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P. 4. Study decimal nun.bers in relation to the study of r:J.easurements , weights, 
capacity ; multiplication and division by 10, 100 , 1,000 . 
Practice the four operations with decimal nUL'lbers. 
Review problems of surface. 
Measures of volUI'le and capacity, relate to local measures. 
Teach rapid ment 2.l problem solving. 
Problems about the centers of int ("rest, the activit ies of the class, 
the garden , or animal husbandry. 

P. 5. Units of cost and weight ; percentae e and decimal fractions; 
problems on interest rates. 
Simple fractions 
Comparison of fractions, reducing to common denominator . 
Adding and subtracting simple fractions ; multiplication and division 
of a fraction by a whole nun1ber. 
Problems using fractions ; measuring t:iJre :1 speed. 

P. 6 General Review 

Practical problems : estimates, bills ; customs, taxes:1 insurance, 
interest ; a small business:1 investment, maintenance and operation 
cost s:1 et c. 

Coverting money (kip, bath:1 franc, dollar, pound ) 
cost of transportation. 

probl ems of the 

GEOG RA.PHY 

p . 4. 

p. 5 0 

Po 6. 

The different climates : zones of vee etation ; fauna. 
Agriculture in the world ; the importnnt producers of corn, wheat 
rice:1 animalsj wood (Emphasize France and , chiefly:1 Laos and neighboring 
countries ). 

The mineral resources of the world ; mining pos sibilities in Laos 
the great industrial centers of the world. 
The city ; the great cities of the world. 

Human geography : r aces, religions, lanGua:,es. 
CoilU'lercial geography : i:eans of communication ~ natural obstacles to 
commerce (the case of Laos) ; international comnerce. 
Review : Laos and. its neit;hbors ; France, the great powers : China, 
Japan, India, USSR, USA, Great Britain ; former colonies which 
have become independent since 1945. 



HISTORY 

P. 4 History of civilization : development of ac r icul tur e)' domest ic animals, 
shelter. 
At the same time, world histor y , until the 16th centur y : histor y of 
t he earth, the evolution of animals=~the appear ance of man , the 
long infancy of humanity , t he first aGricult ur al civi l izations 
(Examples : China and I ndi a ) ; t he developn: ent of agricultur e in 
Europe to the end of t he iiid( le /lf!_,e s ; Laos from pre~hist nry to the 
16th century (Emphasize t he duration of t be differ ent periods). 

P. 5. History of civilization the devel opment of machines : s imple 
machines (levar, i nclined plane , wheel )' wedge ) 9 use of natural 
forces (wat er wheol, wind mill) ; discover y of steam, and its 
applicat i on ; t he discoveries of the past 100 years : t he combustion 
engine and its uses, el ectrici ty and its usesg atomic ener gy. 
At t he same time, world history from t he 16th century to 1939 : 
the rise of Europe and of science and t echnical knowl edc e ; Europe 
and the discovery of the world ; European colonizat ion , particularly 
in Asiag Indo=China , and Laos. 

P. 6. History of civilization : t he progr ess of human society (slaver y and 
its suppression ; social laws and work conditions, t he status of 
women) ; tho advent of democracy ; t he fight against r acism; 
compulsory education ; UNESCO ; the contribut ion of Buddhism to 
civilization. 
At the same time : World war Ilg nationalism, the UN, independence 
for Laos, t he role of an i ndependent and Buddhist Laos in t he world. 

SCIENCE 

P. 4 Zoology and animal husbandr y . 
a) The digestive system of aniTials, non=ruminants~ ruminants, 

poultry~practices a s a consequence . 
b) differ ent types of weaning 
c) The manner of grazing of buffalo, horses, sheep, and goats~ 

practices as a consequence (rotation). 
d) preparation of f eed. 

Botany and Agricul+,ure 

a) Review the organs of pl ant s, roots (repr oduct ion by roots), means 
of absorbing moisture , t he collar of t he root (importance for 
planting) ; the stem (cutt ing s) ; l eaves (recognizing corrnnon 
plants by t heir l eaves) ; flowers and fruit (how to obt ain good 
fruit and seeds). 

Concepts of met eorology 
Concepts about er osi on. 

t hemomet er, barometer, r ain gauge. 
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Po 5a Plants from which we Get textiles, dyes, and 1Jedicines. 
Wool producing animalsa 
Preserving fruits, vec,etables, aeat s a 
Geology : concepts about tLe formation of the earth and the land 
principal minerals <lnd rocks ; collections. 
Physics : coITLmunicating vessels ; the three states of matter 
( example : ice, water, vapor) ; magnets, compass, electricity a 

Po 60 Agriculture : the reproduction of vegetation, the flowers, seeds, 
selection, conservation, germinat ion. 

Animal husbandry : gestation, weoning I breeds, selectiona 

Packing, transporting, and marketing the products of agriculture 
and domestic animalsa 

The balance, weighi ng (in r el 2.tion to the math progr<Jm), mixing 
in fixed proportions. 

HYGIENE THEORY 

Po 4o Digestion ( role of the teethn saliva , the stomach, the liver , 
the intestines ) ~ digestive troublesa 

Nourishment necessary for health ; a balanced diet ; h.:::.r mful foods : 
alcohol, excess f .s.ts, poisons, dangerous medicines ; spoiled food 
badly cooked , badly washed; and badly preserved food ; parasites 
and microbes. 

Personal hygi ene for the student : eating wholesome foods slowly, 
at r egul ar hours, and vnthout excess ~ exercise crid r est ; sleep 
the care of the body and of clothing ~ the care of t he eyes ; 
glasses ; the correct positiona 

P. 5 o Hounds ; hemorrhage~ ; cleaning of wounds , gandaging ; infection 
of wounds ; tetanus, gane;rene ; poisonous snakes ; preventing 
accidents. 

Microbes ; the microscope ; antiseptics, disinfectants, anti=bioticsa 

P. 6. Infectious diseases (general review) 
Contagion by the dit~estive system (typhoid, dysentery, cholera) 

Contagion by the r espiratory system ( 11rhume, grippe, bronchite, 
tuberculose 0 ) 

Contagion by the circulatory sustem - rabies, titanus, malaria 

Contagion by lice (typhus) 

Other : leprosy, small pox. 
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Preventing the spread of disease (review) 

A tired person is r.1ore easily a victim of contagious disease 
than a strong person ; need for a balance, natural life ; 
mental health ; friendship with classmates, the teacher, and 
neighbors ; the love of nature ; hygi ene and Buddhist ethicso 

RELIGION (Translation Onitted) 

GARDENING, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY• Hli.NDICR1tFTS 

(See special instructions) 

Science classes will be utilized for the theory of agriculture and 
animal husbandryo 


