
1HPU>1ENTOO THE PRINCIPLES OF 'lHE 1962 REFORM ACT 

EYeryone should recognize t.liat the Prineiples of the 1962 Reform Act 
are the most suitable pr1nc.1ples for the preact living cond:i.t1ona ot 
Lao.19 w'bich 1• a developing count.170 HaweTer,r, 11" we consida• the 
app.lication of the principles in our school.a» ao lllaIO' defect11 v1ll be 
fou;1d that it. 18 almost po.scible to say that O~ f1To peroet.t of theue 
ref >rmed prlnciplee are beitg WJedo I 9 theretore8 would likE to otter 
'fllJ" ulditional suggestions ru:d explanation on how to implemen1. the 
Ref\,rm Act9 BO aa to ooid the lack of understanding ae well aa the 
m18'mderstand1ng of the genlral principle• of the Acto It tJ:.e concept.a 
of ·t.hs principles al'6 not p1operly und.erstood9 no progress will be 
acci>mplishedo 

THE PRDICIPLF.S OF 'lliE 1562 REFO!fi ACT anphaaizea the thne 
major topics belo<,,; 1 

lo Adagting t.be .1!4~ational Syetem to the Conditions and NGES! 
or t.he Countr;y md the !eop!e 0 

Thia topic is interpreted as 1'ollws1 

•0ur ed.\.teation system oontempJ.ates helping create peya:ic&.ll.7 
healthy men9 morally-=t>ala.nced, having the eenee ot socia.J lite9 
men able to ma.kB their living• men dnoted to tleir villaEes9 
hap)y in their villages~ all of them hA.ving. at their le\el, a 
a genu1D.e 1! modosi culture and real wisdmon 

To achiE!Vft these objee:t1 veal> tha neu elamentar,y school ctrriculm 
should evoid purol.y e.caQemiC knowledge aid emphasize what. a child 
needs ~ knaw 1n order 1 o 11 ve better and to ll>rk for a bE tter 
output in hia conrauniVt 

The religion that most Is.o people belieTe in ia Bud.dhimn, vhich 
i• the toundati.on or .Lac eociet;n thare.foro, educational planning 
must be in agreenent with Buddhint principleeo 

2 o !i"ovidi.ng" F.ducation t-c> All Lao P~! 

Regard.leas or what aoci6ty the7 are tram. op.Jortunities rhould be 
provided Lao womon and people 1n rurai areas9 as well aa the 
minority groups, tor eee1Te inatructi.on in schools in accordanos 
with thEd.r intelligence md their capability ot learningc. 

)o Maldgg E<iucati~ Contiri'!~ 
Making People Feel Thez Are students All Their Livee 

Education «>r the process or seeld..ng knowledge doea not ntceeaarily 
m.st only in ochoola9 bc.t places other than school can te sui tabl.e 
alllO for learningo Furthermore• education never endeJ tteretore9 
no matter how old a person is9 he should de•elop the habit ot 
cont.1.nuin.g to learn 1n order to make himael:f' ready to meet econond c9 
aocialp and cult'\11·al chatlLeS of the world toda_y o 



Baaed on Centers of Interest, 

,Ile The general tea~hi.ng objective of any sub,1ect is dasigned to avoid 
using a method that will result in pupils not being able to 
remomber arrl use the ccon~ept:1 in their daily living,, It should 
emphaslze t.he kind of leal'ning that clrl.ldren ·can find useful., 

TheJ•efore.~ teaching nmst at.tempt to accustom students t"1 reccgni~e 
tha1. observing, reascning,, and expressing one 0 s opinion with 
~om"i.ction are important in presenting their own ideas -

The ~ant.er.~of0~interast type t.eachi.ng method must allow the students 
to play the major ri:ole in obsierving and discovering pi•cblems by 
penii tt.ine; them t..o expl:'ess their ideas and discoval' solutions to 
aul~h problems~ s:o as t.o impr:ive their lives., Teachers should only 
guide ar.d motivate them to b:s interested in what they are to study,., 

Undor the supervision of t.l1e tea~her,, discussion on centers cf 
intE:reat. should be scheduled every day when class begins in the 
moruing=- this is to ati.mu.l.ate st1J.den't9 1 interest in a ~ertain 
p-rohlem or topi.t: by allowing them to present their ideas freely,, 
Aftur the discussion session .. students should be led to make 
llbc9flrvations Of problems retoncerning their environment,., These 
poiuts of interest, are essential for their further studies in 
all subject matter~ 

Tea,·hing of a:r1y subject should be baaed on a cent.er of interest 
wheh possible in order to ma~rn the i.natruct.ion effec.M.ve,., 

I.f H discussion becomoo stati'G~ it. is the teacheri' s job to stimulate 
it hy introdult'!ing questions that. will make students think and lead 
then to further d.iscussion0 It, is not the teaieher•s job to solve 
the problem for t.he st.udents or to for~e them to be interested in 
a curtain topico The problem which the students discuss mu.st be 
realisti'r.1,., 

2 ~ Using teaching aida i.s ill:ipor t.ant and egse ntial t 

Tea~:hing by using taa:~hing atda is not r.inly t.o lessen the t.ea~her 0 s 
wcrl= but ite general obje«!ti110 is ·to provide the students with 
opportuni. ties to touch" to a aei, or to do something independentl.y ~o 
tha1• tha experleniees and memJiries :remaiJl .wi. th them ·th.."X"oughout. 
the:i.r li~ ... 

Onrco the students have m..rpe::rienci:Jd~ understood and rememberee :1> 

what they studied~, copying the lessc.m awu.ma:des in a notebook 
becc>mes unna~essa.ry. 

The teac~hing aids mentioned above are not to come from abroad " 
It ~.s advisable to obtain or make the materials loically,, 



Therefore» places like the rice pa~diea, forest, canals, mountains, 
wataE> small ahops.ll craft production centersj blacksmithing shops, 
ea.rpentr,- ahops9 a weaving center-.. all are jsourcea of study' which 
can be used for teachingo 

It arty teacher doee not understand or does not want to understand 
the method descr1bed8 teaching and learning will not be thoroughly 
euccesaful.-. 

.fool?!ration an£...~Jfilionshipa Among ~_hoola Wat, and Vil.lag! 

One important thing a teacher should know and keep in mind ie that 
in order to progress, the develoµnent activities ot a village, a 
muong, a proVince 9 a country, or a aociety must be coordinated aid 
cannot be aeparatedo Developnent in religion (wat) 9 in education 
(school.), and liT.1.ng conditions (village) must move in harmolJ1' and 
require cooperationn 

To reach the eetablish&d goal, improvem 1t of youth organization9 
with activities in81de aad outside of echoola.1& necessax;yo 

Up to the preaent9 it has been noticed that most teachers have 
not paid adequate ~ttent1on to arranging you~h activ1tie1 
asuch as in physical education, singing, pl¢ng games8 health 
sanitation and so ODn The main objective of these activities 
1e to develop students to be phyaically and mentall.T aealthy, 
so that they a.re good citizen of the countryo It is thus 
necessary to train and aDcustom a tud.ent.ez 

lo To be pb,ysi.ca11¥ healthyj to know how to utilize spare timec 

2o To possess social awareness 9 ju.st.ice;, sportmanship" a sen;•e 
o! sacrifice,, generosity.11 good habits and good mannera9 
feeliag of nationalism aad patrio'U&mg, tcleranca» a strong 
mind9 good d1acip1Lne.9 gratitude., work appreciation9 knowledge 
~ admini~.rtrstion and orga.nization9 tactg , ·.i_ab'i_,i .y 
awareness of oneua rights and reaponsibilltieao 

The following practices ahou l.d~ there tore» be di.rscted in our schools s 

l ,.. Encourage students to ar.:-ange youth mo·rement act1v1 ties as 
prescribed in tb.e 1962 Rd'o:rm A.c'tio 

2 o Train the students how 11:4 1t."!:"il"IJnlC: i n 1(, lino.., ~ ~olu.mn~ a.nt ~ther 
fo:rmat10.n218 accarding to tbtt regu.lationa aet,, 

J o Peri'orm phyeical educ.a.ti.mi exercisea and play gamee under the 
guidance and 1.mperviaJ,on of the teachero To as :: ~:r'i: orderliness, 
students ahoulci not be t i>ld to exercise and pJ.q without llD1" 
aupervisiono 
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ho Play games accordlng to rules end maintain orderliness o 
(These games are adviaal:il.ez .Bllnd ... Fold and Grab the Tree 
Branch9 or encourage plcying local games that are not 
dangerous for the atudents)o 

1 
5o For teaeh.1.ng ainging9 tt.e songs should be the National 

Anthem or Youth March Scnga, which will develop studenter 
interest in their countJ7,, and not the "lam vongri or intur= 
national son~s 'Hhich do not contain much value and. are n<it 
useful to the.mo 

60 To maintain Lao culture, the teaching ot local entertainment 
eongs such as Lam, XeUD.i!.1 and Khab should be conductedo 

7 o Learning how to plq the khene or other fvrpical Lao mus:i.< al 
inatrume.nta should be er:coura.gedo 

Bo Cloae at.tention 00.ould \:·e given as to whether the atudenta wear 
unifonu and if they are c.lewio 

9 o Act1 v1 ties and games she u.lD be con,,1,ucted in ace dance 1d th the 
instructiona abcN'eo 

In addi.tion.1.1 gardening or farming as veil as tak:ing care of tnee is 
wor:c that students should kriw and doo The davelopnent of tbe village 9 
mchool» and wat should involve tho S'.udenta 0 participation ao that 
coo.Jeration among v-lllagers., studenteD and teachers is imp:co~edo The 
!ie1d of development generally r.oversg 

lo Maintenance of t ha oohoolo All students are responsible for t.aldr.g 
good care of 1r1.ater:1.al:1 uaec in the scb.0018 keeping the claasroou 
and school grounds clean (eweep the elassroom fioorv wash the 
latrina11 etce;) First of al.iv the tiiachar must train the 
student.I! to cultivate th@ habit ot disposing or ¥!':!. ·, !=·"''" nnJ.v ti, ... , 

avoid 1112ld.ag the cl&s11row.s and the school grounds ci1rt)rc. If ~ 
school lacks good maintenance~ 1 t m.aw.is that the teachere and 
students do not pay much attention to th1s mattero 

2 -:. All teachers muat emphastze W,velop1ng their st.udenta 11 habita of 
keeping clean and roll.owing aan1 tary princ1plea ao that their 
habits can be &ilm"ed wi.tb. the1r brotherav '5istera8 or parent.a 
at home!) 

)o Making experir.i · ~tal garchue 1o. the school y (,r•l or on the river 
bank will not onlJ aen·e aa a place wharo 11tude11ta can learn but 
1 t is alao beneficial t.o villagern who cm get seed.a and copy the 
good growing methodso Ori the other hmd8 teachers mq take students 
out t.o f'armai" U a;va.ilab~,, to tiff how crops are euccesa!ully 
grown or to get the atuti :u1t8 to assi.ut the vil.lager11 to plant 
crops (r1ce9 corn» Yegetablaa~ otoa)o 

4o Simpla but effect.1..ve tec:miquan in cratt and carpentry wol'k should 
.:.lso be interchangeable between students and villagerso 
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5o The school is responsible for eliminating ·through careful 
explanation the villagers~ ancient belief in "Phi"a which 
acts against sanitary principleao 

6c Students and teachers must cocperate with the villagers in 
the village development projects~ such as dig{,ing drainage 
ditches.9 repairing roads,11 wat.o or path.so To stimulate the 
students before undertaking the tayk» the teacher should 
explain to them the importance of ~ooperation-= Why are they 
going to do the jcsb? For what? Fer whom? o ~ o 

7 c Since the school :ts the center of a village;1 in addition to the 
wat., teachers af¥i, student.a have the duty of calling aid 'Urging 
villagers to meet. at the school to d:J.scuss improving the village8 
the Farmers Association a.ctivitiesp the Parent-Teacher Association 
activitieBti or tc1 use the school gJ"Ounds as a place !or fruit 
and vegetable contestso 

8,, Besides school conatructl.on projects ,which villagers are well 
aware are their contribut.ion» teachers need to turn parentaY 
attention to the learnin5 progress and the behavior of their 
children. 

9~ Attempts should be made t.o develop villagersu understandi:ig of 
the .function of the acho•)l t.o train children to be good citizenso 
Without the parents 0 cooperation and assistance in disciplining 
them at .nome.t: the teache:r 11 a training and lessons in achoo L will 
not be v~ry product1veo 

10" Du.ring non..,claas hours, ·r.eachers and students can invite other 
assveiat.ions or ~routJl ori~anizations to the school for sports 
and game.s o 

11., Before.11 the wat was hlgbJ.y respected aa the center for 
dlsseminating religious teaching and knowledge and doing ill 
kinda of good deedso ill teachers should help the student.a 
and villagers to understand this facto If possible.91 it is 
suggested that monks fron the wat be invited to the achoo l. to 
assist in teaching ethic,J and religion 

12 o Al.sosi teachers should en1:ourage monks to organize classes fer 
people who have not been to school beforeo 

13 o Teachers end students shmlld assist the monks and village.rs in 
religious construction prQjects such as drawing construct.on 
plan or acting as bookket?per for the wato 

l.40 All teachers shoul.d act 1;he role of leadara in arranging 1irith 
villagers the religious activities within the v1atso 



I recognize that it is quite a difficult task to comre7 all these 
concapts to the etudentsJ h0\'·ever9 for the sake of educational. 
advancement at this levelD al1 teachers are requested to compJJ 
wholaheartedq with nv- instn.ctionso 

Appr:>vad for accompanying Ore or Noo J7/EDU9 dated April 49 19i'.3o 

(Signed) 

.Pl\Ya Saiyaphet Champhone 
Leuam Inaisiengmq 


