
OBJECTlV.ES OF EDUCATION -
IN LAOS 

L A1m:Jst aH of the problems tiiat extst in the Kingdom of Laos ilre 
relafed tu education. 

L l < In tlhe way tJJf heatlti~ 0 11e M\"e prt1blems in cuntroHing 
inteah1ut.i parasil:es 0 ·:naJariao eye-aoresv Wtllunds and 
infecUcns ~ ailments 2.fter childbirth~ infant mortality, 
and h1lJ1ger 0 which ar1~ aH c-used by the l~ack of hygienic 
pract'..ceac Thest! prtJblems areD therefore,, counted as 
ed1u:atfona1 rather tha.n prcvblems that can be solved b~r 
medid.nesy hospttalls,, a.nd R.ndividual treatment. 

L 2o In terms uf produc:tlaa0 cur prn<blems ~nvo~ve agrkult .iral 
~mprcivement fuse e;f ·~erhHzer 9 knowledge in agricultHre 
and livestock 1~eb~Hens. using seeds 0 reforestraHon0 \r-.. 
rigat!on in the vlitli<gE and between vUlages 0 gardenini;v 
pfa.r.itfog f.ndu.stnak er jps)~ establishment of smaH !ndlLS­
tries (food and icomm.JdU:ies produced from croips)p as 
weU as Us ma·Lnterur.n.;e and expa.nslt»no These art') edlL= 
caUonal problems rather tba.n problems of materials !lr 
l~rge construdfon pr1~jeds. 

L, 3o Our e cunQ!mRc proMer'l.s fir~volve the estabHshment nf 
cc-op s; exchanges wltlhr,n the country: redud.ng iuxurr 
type fun.ports ur thPise tlbait we c:a.n make i.n the cowttry, 
and e>:porting arHstflc products. These are &Lavi con= 
sidert:d educa.ti(llnali pr(llblems rather than problems cf 
!investments and trans ptiirtati.cn. 

L 4, Our ••>ddv poilUii,,~aRP and culturali problems r.onsii.st of 
eUmi.r:iatUig corrupUou~ maintaining justkeu unity~ faithp 
and ccinfidence to cti\l'U·V>Hd.ate the people of the nation; 
presei·vio.g cu.lt11re and cu11toms Bll> that they are not 
washed away by the llnfiluences tl>f these frcm foreiign 
e~u.ntries. Ttu~se prcblems are educationai rather than 
admln~strati ve or lieg• 1. 

L 5,, We also have pr~Mems t'llf i1.nd!vidua.b adjusting socially~ 
deweicplng their illttittdes,, in terms of their ~deas and 
thelir actfons 9 arid tlhei r ll.oyalty and respect toward oth1!rs. 
These are a!so edu((':~tionali pr~blems. 
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Z, The1·efo,re 0 in orir coLwtry,, we must give Mgh priority to edt!cation. 
!n tHs view., all government crg~nizations such as Ministriei1 uf 
!nfol'maUcn0 Culta,1 Pub;.n.c Health, and Economy must realiz•e that 
thetr tmpvJrtant operations &:re cfilneerned with education and :hat 
they must prti>vlde frequent and intensive cooperation just as H 
they are in. th.e role of the M .. nnstry of Education itseH. It would 
be even bette:r if another Mu htry could be established to coatrol 
the UH'Jper~tron amti>ng mim.stries with its majn,r fonctfons re lated 
to education. Finance is not the biggest problem; the real pr()blem 
Hes in the proper and foU use of resources.. The one who would 
-.tte1npt to solve this prl)blem must have good understanding of the 
~veraH situations and must 1 eaUy try to get the work d~ne 0 not 
be the type whl1l does things r nlly halfway. 

2., Whei~ we admlt th.at country 1leveRopment concerns mainly educaticnp 
we m.ust ahci1 reaHze that ed1scatfon i.o schtH»l~ no matter whal; kind 
and wfl\&t levelc, is the tM,l for development" 

3 1 Tre B. ~ y-al Ord.el· !}f J .1Jy 1962 Ci.sncernlng the Educatic•n 
Refcrrn .A .. d dear J.:y :leuares that cdu,. &t· Lin rnust reJ.tte 
~t.se?.f to the deveh.pment of the econt:~my and sonety. 
Tl~e n{'w priln~.ry sd:· · l'1l curl"ic.ulum ahns tn get the sl u -
dents tf:; gbi'erv~ and rnprL•ve the condit•i;ns of the corn, 
n'lunity The c1.."1"r~1:c !nm 1.1.1tbnes schtiul gardeni.ng and 
•-L'· c-ps AB thldsc;) ar:! pnndples~ however there are 
st JJ rn<".ny edlJ. at(..:'n 1tifl\_'als who sttl.l Lh'nk that. Hygfone, 
Agdc~.d.lt'l"C· .:kht,.r)i. Ga:ede1ung <uid sch"lt I co cps arc:: 
uniy tn~.nur zouppk·tn.entary acth1ties whith are n1.»t Fm­

prirtant 1Vfos. tra•'hers sl~H murnnderstc:nd th<lt I.Le 
best a.ud m:->sl irnpc,rt lnt &ubJE:»cts tei !!!tndy are the aa.rr e 
old ;,.;nes. Readt11g A i•i.th.mehc Histury" and Sdeuc~, 
wh~ch prmn;d~ tJin3y krnwledge 
in dally hving 

3, 2 Sitch rn} s1.mdt~rs t ... r.d•11g W<H• t.a•.ised b~r the .mp:' Pper 
arlaptat·1 on. oft.be ini:>:·rL '•ds ri f1,,rfngn <.:1gtmir~es. whu1se 
v nditivns and weeds Mere dHferent frC1n1 those uf Laosc 
When we iea.rn ht..lw ft rea.d and htiw to count,, we de- ni:t 
w•sh j\lst tc;. h11~w h1;w and t.hat.'r; a.H; we want tn ase 
these skills ?.di tuds L1· d''!Vt"iY.p~ng the ,;0L1.11lry" other· 
w]se,, the e-Htn·ta w~ h:n'tie invested Wl)tJld be wasted,, 

. ' 



WUh the urgent need for development (Heailhc Agric.ult11re" 
C:rafts 9 Commer :;ep Soc ietyn Govermnentp and C11lture) 9 if 
offi :?~ale who are res p~nsnbie for educat!lon do .not under~ 
stand dearly what their functions are and do nbt want to 
make faU use of resr urces ava.ilableQ education~ then" wUl 
be meantnglesa and wnl lli.tldoubtedly disb1tegrate evei:itually. 

·l. The subject matter taught might be the means for us to read. oar 
objedhre ~n ~c~n"mk a.nd st dali development; the subject ~.tter 

Use: f is nri;t the real o·bj~cth·e~ 

4 , l. ln the Teacher Trawing Schuoho the lessen plans in 
pedaiJ0igy,) as welll as speeches and official orders to all 
types of teachers sht u!d emphasize our cond!Uons 
reaHsttcally., which are:: 

4" l, L We pr~dnce the lcweat rate of rice in the 
WP)rld (700 ~ 1liograms per hectare)o 

4, 1, 2" The vah!c® ~i n.mports is ten times greater 
th.an the va~.ne of exports . 

4 , l, 3" Many chHdren die at an early age (fifty perc•!nt 
die before the age of four). 

4" 1. 4. The Grwermnent and all t'Jf !ts lievelis oif admin~ 
htrative Btrlllctures are in discrder and confusion. 

4. 1. 5. The nahon<riJ culture is heavily threatened by 
foreign Knfl11.~enceo 

4o 2, Unde:;~ the condKUtJns statedv educational objectives m·1st be 
designed to ti.ncr~ase prcductionu econcmize on Hring c:oets 0 

maintain heaitho ll.mp:~ove community cll.Rture. Any te:'lcher 0 

nti> matter hVlw hilgh tt e education level he luAs acMeved? who 
!ls ncl aware of the llmportance cf these pr(llbXems ,, is :11£ no 
use. On the contr&r) any teacher who reaUzes the irnpor~ 
tance of these pr0>blems 0 though he has no knnd of cer•:ificate 0 

is the type the co~1ntry needs , 
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'.:•, 'Mau r per p:ie agreed ttpr)in the prindples ouUined,, bu.t the ~.mpJLemen= 

tnhr r> ef tlrmse prnndp1~s be1.r invc·h;-ed various kr.nds nf dHfi cnlties ., 
s.JJr..: cr.s the reRuctawce tu <£~vrnge 0 as is obv~m1s when subjed matter 
crJntimt a~.d methods be~ng use d a.re r:iutdated , the habat of doi:.r.lg 
tflLt£!: s tLc ea.sy wayo wh1•c. h " ~!'R keep t»ne en the wrrmg tra(i:k rather 
!r"~n rn:.: the rP.gbL cine; fa-;v"r ·ri•t sn1 to sr.1ppnrt the work of a sped.fie 

gro, 'P• s.e) fuhness rf a. curm .1,mftty, favorih.sm uf pe op~e i<.n d :.ffer = 
ent !.' ocr,aJ categories~ n1i.sir:tnir ephons 'giving too mudn ~n1portance 

fo f!:>t:armnat~ons and cert~fi.c;;.te.e" tr:ioi much empbasu on tere1nonies 
1:.in a< bt.n,.lla ~v·~rsh.'>n h)i h~nd1 >r'.l."'<i<ft~; lat:k t·f .ru::H- C4'.l.iiHd-ei!l<EC <ll.Ii d oth1t1:r 
Jr, sr:" 1 ur~gements; and event!.'• UJ y to blame each other, !e;.cding to 
,·1mpr nper practiices or even thrt: &bandonment of tbe Refo•rm Act" 
whfL''i1 htiB been rei:..0gniLzed ati necressary by aH (<:t:n.rerned-

11f;, the preclll·~e phase the tt1 .1:g n.1,~·re ~mpurtd.Lt than a.nythling else 
and LC; best ~d.ea ii.s to d•!f id( ma ~n~ y to de:· s omethl.ng that is c:on­
slde :'ed gLud and usefuL Respcns~ble officials must reahze :hat 
H educabrm i.s cut in haH, it rnea.ns we also cut up the future of the 
ch'.l'c!rer intt:'I parts. At the i:ame tilmev if we are tuo lenf.ent )r 
stnw clemency to beneht an 1indi.v~dt:oal or a group, it means we 
mte1 t~oraHy bh;.ck devl'::•~µm1•r.a. ani accept the c·_td;.;ted and o.d­
fash ont~d metbrds. 

AH te..,.cLers whi;" know the fondi.1;;ns f'·f education i:n terms of 
crw.ntry development must ftght tn every way to make scho())ls 
ret;' tot<s of developn1ent ffygaenc .. agri.c:ulture and hve stock, 
estabL·sbment uf ct.!- ops un the~jr:b tr.:.~ini.ng, good s Dcaal habits 
an.i bena"inr n1ust; ber:orrw U.e 1nore impr:rtant st..bject r...1atte1·. 

6" ln er ridush~·n0 what needs t0> be done in the imple mentatirm stage 
are <1 S f:,lJows; 

6, 3o At the· primary level 0 an efforts must be made to get 
tht l 1;162 corriu .Ji.um implemented The im p ortttnt point 
of ttrn3 curr1ln1lu1n ilS the use U>f ncenter s of Interest" 
wtwch emphastzes teachi.ng by •bserving and l.mprn ving 
the C(•mmunHy ~ tb!cf; means to stress teaching thr ough 
reahties a.nd ci cti•v ·Ues.. Tea cling thrrrngh centers of 
mtere st is nnt a r:nethed thii,t foll0>ws the pr!n,:ip!es of 
regL1!ar pedag1~gy b;_~1 u ns a technique that d i. recttt Xe:~rttitlg 
fobsel(vatli. ouo re<tdllng,. anthmeti.c, 1H.:1ence 0 gel')gra.phy-, 
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handh..rafts) toward tbe estabiished objecth·es. Teaching 
ttrrmgh centers uf nnterest is not a difficult teachi.ng 
method,, but it is a prc,cedurc wh;.ch aims to change the 
teacher's mr:motc·nmis way of teaching., Therefore we 
shot<ld assist teachers by developing manuah nn how to 

tea t:.h thro1_igb centers of inte rest and ghre them t!'-' the 
teach·~rs. The wr~tiirigi' tryout~ and revf.sion of textboDks 
are new tasks wbkh l'equire cooperation r:f persons who 
are experienced ~n th cs field and pedagcgy. 

6" l L Sf'ho.oi gardening" yo 11th movement act!. vi.ties, 
and schr:Hi•l c ;~ nps a.re not minor or detail ed11= 
catio11all a cH vities, they are so important that 
without them we will not be ab~e to achieve 
our objectivt·s. 

6 L 2" For a ctmntry that ha.s economic condtti.nns l:.ke 
Laos 0 the deve111pment of community and funda= 
mental educ~ t£r,n must relate themseLves clc:Mely 
with the sc!hNJiso The expansann rJf agrtculture. 
sanita Uon 0 and c<l-dult edu,_atitm must rely on 
sch0;ols as the 1.enters to help the community to 
progress" 

6, 2, In Teacher Tra.inll.ng 0 we si"_ould abandon the old currl :::ulum 
nr fbe foreign currkn!um and~ at the same Hme" prej>are 
tn train ouir teachers for development, Therefore" the 
training of tead.1ers ri.ust emphash.e the center of mtE rest 
type teaching method, U shculi.d stress ga rdemng, yo•:ith 
movement achYliHes, and school cn~ops. If the teacher 
tral'lning officials c:tm• erned dl'.'l not recognaze the refrumed 
principles for i.mplententa.Uon at the primary leveL it means 
that the teachE:rs they pre>duce will not be ab~.e to utilhe the 
reformed principles., Besi\des training the teachers 0 the 
persnnnel concerned '\ts u need tf'Ji advise school prmdpals 
and primary scbooi anspech1lrs on the type of teaching method 
described. 

6., '.;., The same is true for Seccmdary Education, we must a .m our 
e iucaticm toward the ieveh))pment of the economyr sodetyD 



-,"-K:tl\ a11d etrac.s wh~irb are very important tu our country . 
The secondary ed'" ~d! 1:iun ufficiah must &ssuxne the foll!)w ing 
responsibHit!.es~ 

Tei'! ch t1·e stLdents to be aware of ocr realiheso 
cwr needs 0 c:nd the naturai 1-esources J.n the 
cuu1:try.-

6., 3 2, Develop sl!.tc'.e11ts 1 hab1ls and beha.\rior,. whfc'h are 
essenti&li fm deve1opment (bab!lts of orderliness 0 

pnnctua'dty., gettrng work <loner <l\nd successfolly; 
being co;open:tb ve thinking reasm:iabty o i.ntti.:1.ting 
new ecnnmn c and technical pr1_ .. ce.:h.1.res" confi= 
denc. e in the c-r t•r.try,, self~ contrc L and falith, 

6 ~, ~·., Teacb the stu:l?nts basic kn .. wiedge ~fangt..agt!,. 

arithmeH c, s c' em .. e= - skills~ ,,ccimomic ge og1·aphy) 
and tcchmcaJ knDwledge (agricu:,ture, health. indus -
trial. 0 and Cl mmercial techniques appropriate to 
Laos) .. 

In t, g~ er educaU on,, the r~bje ct' ves are not j1.1st to teach h{gher 
gen•- r<':c. kr ~;iwiledge; the re.t.111 mpt rtance is to lrn ve higher edu:."'.dtion 
avd .1ist" <tn awarenrss uf the c:md£tions a.11d needs rJ>f Lats. ~~here~ 

for. we rrn1st euccurage blgter education first here lln r:ur country. 
fl 0' we GU. help those whc ••re 'HJtstanding tn have an r~pportunity 
tc tral_r. abr()ad 

f, lt rn a fact that h-1 i'rder u:1 e;q:.ar"d e3t.:Jatirm, we need fu.n:ls and 
s~•pi_:,li 1es., but. rnDre tha.n I hat we need teachers und professor~· whl) 
Hrc .-nghRy qc.ahfi.ed., It wr:li•1Ytd b~ better i.f teachers and profe 3sors 
wcrt weH~ eciucated but,, mo1 e · mpr::irtant tha.n that, those whc teach 
rno:s l·ave prLliper tttiitLdes and behavi.or. Briefly0 the probl ~m of 
edt:>,:Bltion is.,., prob1er:11 rdati!d tr,, tbe quality of tca'--ners" prcfessors. 
and : e:"!ders. Therefore the Gt.,vernm~nt, leaders fr om Ministr y of 
Edtsat:ion tHache.:rs, profesnr_.,rs, students 0 and their parentE• must~ 

8, } " L'nderstanJ better i.ht: educational prob:it0rns and seek 
sc.lutions; 
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8., 2n Accept withr,ut hestl:a Hon the new methods of improvement 0 

which might be contrary to one's ideas and practices; 

8. 3 Dr..s w.rd old ideas in order to unite in the i.mpiementa :ion of 
the Reform to assure: success; and 

8. 4. H tht>re is mutua] untierstan.ding 0 with unite:'.!. strength and 
\..OUrage" everything wiH be facilitate::!. 

Sd ~ · :a1H[.naI problems 9 tt'.llgether '111'ith problems uf ccuni:ry development0 

:q•e- f"u.r Jrr•brems. Therefrn1:e ,, everyone in the country must sha·re in 
·he resp ')nsl'brJ {ty together, 

\5ligned) Phya Saiyaphet Champhone 
Leuaro Insisienmay 


