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So begins the last chapter of our trip. The vacation took us throug h six 
countries and 9, 5uO miles of traveling. Heading North from the boarder of India , 
we were soon in the rolling foothills of the Himalaya Mountains. W:lthiri fifty 
miles the road began tr . turn and drop like an insane roller coaster. As we 
continued, small waterfalls would appear by the edge of the road, most of which 
shared the road with us before d:coppin(; off "to the river beds ±.'ar below. On 
one side of the road a cliff 2u '- or JOO feet would tower above us with rocks . 
waiting for the smallest reas'on to fall. On the other side of the road a river- ·­
bed the same distance below lay with polished white boulders from the rushing 
water, hopirl0 that more rocks would soon fall. 

Climbing, descendiUJ, turnin~, twisting , we crept over "the first 8,500 ft . 
mountain pass and again dropped to just a few feet above sea level. In the 
valley, farmers worked to make a living from the few sq\lare acres of level land,; 
Terraced rice paddies, so green you could hardly believe your eyes, lay every­
where ready for harvest. 

Climbing a~ain we headed for the last pass which would take us into the Kat­
mandu Valley and the capital city of Nepal. 

The total drive of 130 miles took us ei ;ht hours, but it was one of the most 
enjoyable trips of my life.~ Never before have I seen mountains so beautiful. I 
would have given anything to have been able to stop and climb arnon5 the mounta ins 
for days. 

Our only disappointment fror.1 Nepal turned out· to be the weather. The low clouds 
would not allow us to see the high snow-covered peaks to the North. We were 
told that on a . clear day, i'"l t. Everest could just barely be· seen with its hea d 
in the clouds over 40 miles away. 

It is hard to talk about the country of Nepal. It is so different from any place 
I have ever visited before. The country is very poor. It is said of the little 
kingdom, "If it should blow away, no one would miss it for years • 11 As the book 

l 



- 2 -

published by the country states, 11 The Himalayan Kingdom of Nepa l is famous for 
only two things.. it's Gurkha s oldiess, who have long distinguished themselves 
in the British and Indian armies, and for possession of the highest mountain in 
the world (Everest) • 11 

The only way to describe the city of Katmandu is to say it is old. The many 
temples witb their handcarved wooden art work are found in abundance throughout 
the city. l'Iany of the carved windows date back to the 6th and 7th centuries. 

Nepal is the land of the craftsmen, and curios can be bought for next to nothing . 
Relics frorn the border country of Tibet, Ghorka Knives, and brass wars are be­
seiged on you by everyone as you walk dm~n the market street. 0f course, the 
sales talk of a few of the people got throuGh to me and I am now t he proud owner 
of a Ghorka Knife, which is guaranteed to cut the head of a large water buffalo 
off with one swing. 

After the usual temple tours and walking the streets to take pictures, we 
settled down for a few days of relaxation. The Peace Corps volunteers in Nepal 
have discovered a new game of cards called Bridze. Out of the five nights in 
Nepal, we played until 3 A.H. on four of them. 

A change of plans in our travels came about with the sale of t he motorcyc;Le . We 
had planned to start back to India on Wednesday, but instead we flew back Friday. 
The extra days of sleep were great. 

Miles, my friend, had to be back in England for college by the 15th and I was . 
due back in Vientiane the loth, so we parted ways in Katmandu . Flying to Calcut­
ta for four days, a different view of India was observed. une evening an Ameri­
can friend and I went to a local theater. It was raining when we left the thea­
ter for the hotel. Until that time, it had never really sunk in that some people 
just do not have a place called home. As we waD<:ed down the street we saw 
hundreds of people sleepin:~ under cars and next to buildings tryin~; to keep dry. 
Old women, men, children, mothers with small babies, dogs, cows, and sheep 
would all be under the same eaves tryin;_~ to keep dry. By day these people uould 
beg for food and money . They would cook their food in the gutter and eat in the 
street. At ni~ht they would sleep in areas off the street when it was dry, or 
under the cars when it rained. The rest of the stay in Calcutta was spent seeing 
the things that we were supposed to see. 

Because of the sale of the motorcycle, I was able to take in two more countries 
than the original plan called for. Flyin~ fror.1 Calcutta to the capital of East 
Pakistan, Dacca, another interesting three days were spent. 

Dacca is a city of little excitement. Old Dacca, the most interestin~ part of 
the city, is little more than a replica of India. Staying at the Peace Corps 
Hostel, I was able to gain quite a feelin;:.: for the problems that the Americans 
are having in the country. If a person were smart , he would forget he was 
American arrl not use the word 11 India 11 • Just three days after leaving the· country, 
the whole thins blew up. As I was waiting to go through custums in Bangkok I 
read of the start· of ·the war in India-Pakistan. 

Flying from Dacca to Rangoon, Burma, the last day of my trip began. Because of 
problems from the North, a 24-hour stay is all that forei~ners are allowed in 
Rangoon. As soon as our plane landed we headed for the city to make as much of 
the short time we had. The city is called the City of the Golden Pagoda. Because 
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of the rain, our trip was not golden . 

The Golden Shwedagon :eag oda, is by far the l a rgest in RanGoon . Lucky for us, 
most of it had a roof over it . Due to the rain, this is about ~11 of rlan~oon we 
were able to see. 
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