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James D. ~ackbart.h 

Vientiane 1 Laos 
_July 1965 

As the good s.ip t.he S . S. Rajula set. sail so began the next. leg of o~r journey. 
The 6 - day t.ri? from Penant;; I-ialaya~ to Negapat.tinam, India, allo~·1ed us t:S..me to 
cat.ch up on some much needed sleep . Our ship made the Indian port at 5 fu1 and 
needless t.o sayi I ~vasn 9 t. on deck for tne big event! By eleven t. he l ast. of "Lhe 
passengers and cargo were over the side of the ship and in the small sail boats 
which t.ool< us t.o shore . The Bay of Bengal waters were very calm and the two - hour 
trip t.o shore allowed us to view several jellyfish and sea snakes in the water . 
1.Ihenever one would come i nto view 9 the boatsmen would get quite excit.ed. The 
jellyL . .sh if touched by a swimmer would give a very bad sting, and the snakes 
are known to have one of the most deadly bites of any in the world . 

U? to th:S..s point, it had been my belief that the Customs Eouse of Thailand was 
one of the i:rn:::-st ones in the world . The first. day in Indic. proved r-;e ·,rron.g . 
hfter two tours of standing in line 9 ~e finally got to the ~an with the little 
rubber st.ar.?. It took us anotherbour t.o go the next five feet. It seems t.hat 
very fei:v P.rr.ericans ever come to Negapattinam , and our passports we:c-e so::-iewcat. 
of a curiosi"Ly . To make a long story short~ all of the C~stom people read our 
passport.s from cover to cover . 

. 'Jo~.r t'.-iis is 0:0ly hclf of the story. We still d i dn 1 t have the moto:::-cycle t'.:rough 
Customs ... This took three days time including a quick -crip to i·)adras :.o get. sorr.e 
paper s sig~ed. Hhile in ~adras a funny thing happened , which at the ti~e did. ~t 
see:r. too f'...lr.ny. 1:!e arrived at the train station quite tired and di:rt.y c::te:r a::: 

· a_l - nig'.::.t. :ride. 1:Jalking out the entrar-ice to tte station we -'s.:..w the govern:r.ent. 
-resL house ac:>oss the street . i·Iiles, my frier,d; ·wern:, to see if t.hey had a ::-oo:r., 
and I st.ayed with our oags. Two .hours l ac.e r he '.:.id noL. returned . \· r.en he le:t. 
the guest. house he got .:'owled up in his directions. · ~·Jall 9 an:J.vay , he st.ood fo:::­
two hours ac. the other er.d of the train station t.hinking all kinds of bad t.noug'.:ts 
about ~e for leaving and : the saree for him. I was afr aid to move for fea. '.:.e 
would corr.e ~ack and then we really would be goofed up . i:fell, at last ne sc.a:rt.eC. 
to look around, about t.he sar.ie · t i me as I did . ~le spotted each ot.'.1er and afc.er 
giv~ng each other a good talking to 9 figured out what had happened . 

Returning to ;:egc:pattinare after a one- day tour of Madras , we col- ected t.he motor­
cycle and were again on o~r way. 

After o~e day of driving in India I began to ques-cion our int.elligence ~:~i i: it. 
would be i..1ise to continue with the cycl·e ; · The road was rough, w:S..ndin.;, i':.lle:i 
with people and animals , a!1d unmarked i He· had mo r e clo·se calls of hit. tine; ~ids 
on bicycles than I c are to remember. The Indian people had no s ense of danger or 
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s')ec:d. ".:";.ey '\·~oulC. hec._ us co:r.:.ng and then steo into the :~o.:.d to v:c.tch us. '::'te 
o~y proble::-. is 'Chey i;.;::n:ld not, n:ove out of :, ,e wc.y c:~ai~'L One 'Ci:-,.e "CHO psrsor;::; 
s-cood ~~tchin; us so that I had to co~e to a dead stoo about two feet fro~ them 
aY":d t:i.e!'l rr.otio!! t.l-.c::-:c out of 'Che way \·Jith my hand . Hc:.d we been goi::.g ten :-rliles c.n 
hour faster, I would have hit them both. 

Up to this 9oint I cc.n say I havo never been in a country 'Chat I a:.d not enjoy. 
I kent 'Cell:i..::::; ~.yself that. :r:dia Has c. nice country and tbt we hc:d ji.:st ;:-i..:.n into 
" ... e;.T bad si+uat-iol"IS To---1·-i"lcr b"c 1• "'OT] - f'- ,,- 1 I TJ~s n·~or.-, ;.,, "-h;-,,,i,..;,,,,.,. T T.7,<lc; c;;. J.. \\j _....., - ...... • _... v_\.._.__..::> - _\. ...... ·' - - t;t..:.._ ... c.. _.,_ J.o -·.I. v .. __ ._...,._~J.s ..,;_ ....... _ ...... 
wrong! I ho?e I never again have to go L-.:..·oug'.". -c~c:.'C country •• It is about h:o 
hundred yea-:.-s behi::d 'C'.-ie tu:r.an race: 

In oL.her countries Ke hc.ve been to the:..·e y .. :.:.s ah:c.ys sorr . .so;.e ~·fr.o wci.:::..c. t:~y c.o ;;;0t­
tr.o:'.ley fro:-r. the rich . .'..:-::eric.;:.~·,s. Here it wc::.s cv0ry pcrso:'1 yo\.! rr.eL. . : .... C3~ ~.Jeo?le 

would eve. give you wro~s C.irections and leaL you ciown dca.d-e~d s~r~~~s _o -c~ey 

could laug'.1 at yoi.: . Yo'.l would o.sk for C.irocc.ions t.o fi:r.d a roc::.d c:.::d -c,r.e:· ';.:o-...:.ld 
ask for r.:o:-!ey to 'Ce::..::.. you . -~-t times? '\·Ie 1-rould ,ave so ma;,y beggars c.rou.: .. C. i..:s th2t 
we· coulC. not r.:ove. : : ,.;0 \·:ould go into o.. ·c,em-_G::..0 seve:.~c..l peo::;le ;,.;ol:::..::i c:..::..~·:.:-:,-s w;._k 
c:.lo:-:g Hi t,h us and 'Chen de::tc.nd rr.oney bec .... us..::. · t'.-,,_,y ::c:c'. ·c::.'.rn:'! us on D. toc:.r. T~e wou ..... d 
go :i..nto a place t~a:. s.:i.id 25 c.:.nas (5;'.) on c::. si~:: c::.r.d they 1·:ou2-d try to c::-..:..~~ge 5 
rupics ( $1. 20). '}e ~wuld take 2. picture c: so:ne coject and sc~eor.e wouli see: yo"J. 
taking it and r un in :rent of the cc:merc.. Afteri·rc..;:-d L. .ey would co!"::e t:.? ar_d -cry to 
cha rge you :or c.a~ :.ng t~eir picture. 

Tt.e one and 12.st thing th2t really began to get on our nerves .s.:·.:.c::r c. ~;:_:._e ,-,;as 
the way people 1-:ould stare at t:s. We always had fifteen or -cwenty peo~.:::..c s".:.a.::.d.ing 
:1round i:·r:.th t=:o:..r rr.outh ha.nging open ar:d a r:.o:ron::.c stare on the:.r fc.cos. It o.ctua:ly 
got to t'r..e ?Oir.t- K:-:en you would go to the bath:rco:n tney would try to :ol.lc"';J yo-..:. in. 
~foll, a:-!y:-:ay? af'Ce!' five days Of this We had all W0 could take . 1:Je Dl~."t t[',e cycle 
on the trai~ ar.d headed for Delhi. 

The train was litL.le better than a cattle car, but it was 'Cc.king us to t~e ?eace 
Corps Hoste::'... where we kne':·J some whi"ce irrcelligant beings would be. 

Delhi· gc.ve :-.e oY:e of 'Che biggest surprises of .. y life. The first day i n :.'.;.e ?eace 
Cons Hoste::.. t :.:.::-ned out to be one of relaxation. Hhile readins a book ir. ·.:he livi:-!g 
roo:u, blo g:.rls walked. in. They looked at me <:.nd I r,oo:<ed at theT.. -~.:l o:~ a s~dcien 

the· cne bag.::.:;i tc j·u.r::? up a!1d down and scream as 0:1ly girls can. T:--,ey tur:..ed o:.:.:. 
to be b;o va:~y close frier.ds from the days at U. C. L.A. and were on 'Chair w2y tox.e 
fro:r- tb..e ?e::.ce Corns in Ethiopia, Africa. In a way it seerr"s kind of :u~y. 1}0 ~c..w 
eac1:1 ot.'.-:.a:r t,y,:o yea-::-s ago in California and her8 i;.;3 meet 12,000 r::iles aw:..y o~-: ':acation. 

Delhi w.::.s a.§=.n son:ci:/:~at of a disappointment . .fter five days of t.~e ci:.y ::.:;c. seeing 
l L. rr:cr0 L.o say we . h.::.d the::-i for interest? we were off to Agar ar.C. :.::e Taj :·~:.C.2:.. f o'!' 
the o:-:.2..y t;~-o days thac. I really enjoyed in the country. 

The '=""-~ :-:::'.~'"-1 is. everything that has eve~- been w:r::xte!1 c:.bout ....... . ·· is t'.-:.e r::os :. 
bec..c::.~-~:.;::.. st.ructure I have ever s ee:-i . :5'0::.· those who ara not ±'.::::!:'..2.:..::..r wit,~ .:.-cs his".:.ory, 
it :'..s rig~cL-ly r ega.rded as one of the Seve:~ Hor-cc:~s of the ;·forlC. . :·:-:a ':::'aj, as it is 
C<ll::..eC., is the mc..:..:.sol eum ·of the Empress ;_::.·jumar.~ Bano Began. Sho w:.s °!Jo:-::-i in 1592, 
r::a:..~ried at 19, and after 17 years of married life had 17 c·hildre'-• S!:e C:ied. ab.Jut 
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:626 ar.d i~ 163:::.. her husb.'..lnd started to build t~e iaj at 3. cost 0: $:39,oco,ooo 
as a ::J.sti~~ ~e~ory to ~ar. ~he vast buildi~g made o: ~hite ~.:.rbla, red sa~dsto~e, 
and tl:.oc:s:J.nds o:' p:-zcious st.ones, t.ook 20, 000 workers over 6 years to b.::'..ld! 

o-,.,. f::..rst vic-.-J o:' the ':'.:j '.·.'c:s by -che li:;:~it of .'..l I ull moo. . 1)0 ,.:ore told that 
tho~sands of peop:o ?lan tteir visit to tte maj j~st so t~cy c2~ be there a-c the 
full of: tte rr:ooY!; a:-:d .:o.s luc;.c '1:ould hc:.ve it 9 that 9 s wnen ~.;e stu:-·:bled ir. . The 
w:-,i :.e :1!2:-b:::..e :J.;ainst. t!:e dar'.( moonlit sky 1·J::i.S indeed a beautiful sis;tL.; and m.:.y 
I s.:y -c~.::, if :o: no other reason the trio t.o India was ~orth while just to see 
tr.e Taj. 

'lhe !'!8X:. day '.-.'e 2gc:.in retun:ed to "'.:.ne l.'aj to L.J.'.(e nicLurss . 1:!ith rr.y :.o:::..e?'.:oto le'!'ls, 
::= l:.ad 1;:;eeY! c.2:-:i:-:g pictures oi' people n:ost of -c:.e rr.orni:-:g. -~s = T.-:'.:.s ~-;:;..:ki!-.g ::'.'rc;r, 
OY!e area to 2r.ot'.:er, I heard the patter of s~all feet rr.oving q~ite rapidly bel:.ir.C. 
~e . ~tir..kir.g iL ~as ~ost likely anothe_ ~egg.::.r, I started walki~~ as fa~t as I 
cot:2-d. 1:.:::3n ~ ciid. s-co-;> G.nd look, l e~G ~-:~s 2.. \'-v~·~r s:r:a2-l Coy abot:.t "L~,;o ;/ea~s old :.;i:.h 
vih2.te shirl. c.nci tie, s;.;.it, coat, s1.Jeat or-~ f .. is ±'v::--~:-:0~:::., ~eci. :e:..cc :~or: ~U::i!':i~g, c.r::i 
two big t.ea:·s in his eyes and just .::.iJc·u.t :::-a.::.dy to cry, s-ca:.-:di'!'lg beii'-ci rr.e . His only 
qt:es~ior..s i;,"2s, m.-!oulC. yoi.: like to c,c:.k..:. rr.y pictt:.'.~<::'." 3oy, C.id. I .:eol :::..i'.<e 2 °heel" ! 
Eis f~~~e~ c&~e ~D a :e1~ seco~ds :iter. 3e tu~~ed ou~ to be o~e o: ~tG e~actrica~ 
e~gi~eers for Lhe C~~y of Agra. ~o said he h~d seen me La~~ng nic~~~~s c= ~te 
childre:""! GY:ci 1~~as ":·JO~deri!!g if = v;anted L.o tc..ke orie of his son . ~·ie s~c=~~ a ife~y 
e;-jya':Jle hour togethe:::- t.::.~ing several pic-.:."J.::::-es. 

'./!as is called t.he ~2C. r:;u:.C:e t:.i~ned 

out to be :r.ore ir.t.eresti"'g than t.he tour. He :·:c.s i:-Jel: O'!er seventy -:/e2rs o:c. a:--.::i 
l:2d fough-c i:l t:C.e ?irs-.:. ".forld Har . uis lc::oi:vled;e o: bo1:.h t.'.-,e !-:isto:7 :::,:~ :r.e ?ore, 
anC. c,he wor:d ~:as astou:-:ding . Eis too':~lass ~out'. a~d brus~-like w~i:~ ~c2:::-~ kent 
~s l.s.L:gC.ir:t; ~'::.0 -:-::---.:i=._e r..~2-n. lie kr~e~··.1 ha ~·!as ·~:c.'!':.ny c:.nd did :iis bes~ :.v :,_i/a :..:.s a s::ow. 

~-!e laf-c Agra .::.;:.:.:: by -crain for a small town called Pc:.i:.!1a. . ..... this p'.)i:-:': -:::2 ~·:zre 

si.:pposed to :'i::-:c. a coa-c to -ca!<e us across the G~:'lges River . ':'.:''~is is a:s:::. ':> .. e C::.. -.:.y 
w:--.e:::-e L'.:e peop:e c,~ou6ht it was fu:'.my to 6ive l:.S c·Jro::-ig ciirectior.s i:/.'lic:-, c8st i.:.s o"'e 
fu2.l do.y o: t:::-z.vel a::ci 200 .iles of travel over vt;;~y . bad ::-3.iC.;:; -.l:a-.:. :-:.:.s ::8-c :--.ecessary • 

.?i:-idiYig W3 coc:.::..3. r..o: c:.~ss t'.-le river with the cyc.,..e :C.e:~e, ue starL.ei :.:.s: \:.:) t:-.a oY:ly 
briC.ge. Crossi~; the iJ:::-:'..C.ge we came to a secor.d briC.ge that was de~::-: :o~ ra~air. 
1/Ie v:ere i:o:d L.l-:::: (. t-'..-:e or:ly 1·1ay to cross to the other side ·was by a::i 8~) -::::. :e C.2:.0:2~ 
c,o the Zas:.. ·=-:-:.e tr:.::i.:'.1 ';.'2.S a temporary bridge b.2d been built, L.:-10 :ii:3s to t:-.2 '.iest . 
Tte goo~ ~=- ~c~: ~.J? _ o.:.d soon r.urned int.o a grc.vel ~o~d r,1hich -r,·...:.rr..ed i:::.~ :::::.::: :·:~_:.c :~ 
became ir.:-;:ossi'.J:e L.O E;8 0!1 with the cycle, ~[o ~-Jere jUSL. abo'J.:, ir. r e.::=._ :::.-o-..:';):e Se~aLJ.se 

of ::-ie ga.s p:·c·:::::e:r. . ·::l:'.!e of the feH nice fello-:;.1s we :-:::et sai~ the::::-e was c:r..3 ::.::' o:.:-::,. 
That -:.:as "'.:.o travel 2.long the top of a dike tha'- :'ollo-;·Jed t.:-:e river for .s.bou.'- )C !':iles . 
This wculC. take us ~o a road which we should be 2ble t.o get, over whict ~o~::..d ge~ us 
bac:-< to t,(_.:;; r.:aiY! read. 1:!e haci nothing t.O lose 2.Y::C rr.uch to gain, beca:.:se ne said 
there -~;as C:'.!e gc..s s1:.ac,ior: in tl:e tm-m . 

Wa follo~ed ~he ~:.~a as he suggested. 
~t:d for abot:t 2. :r.i:e 9 :·rhich.did get us 
out o: Ir.:iia ar.d er:: ou:::.· way to rlepal. 

J c.:r:es J. ~Ic..c~ba~~i 
n-sj;·s ~ -J _ / J ·--
c/ o .. ~~::2"':.cc:..Y'l 1-r:~c:-.:..ssy 
h?O Sar. ?rar.cisco 96352 

~t did lead to the bad road ~~ic~ ~.::s solid 
back to the good road. One d2y ::.~er ~e ~~e 

Best ':lishes ••• 
Jim 

?. S . ?e:r.':issio'!'l to nublish this letter, in whole or i;: ~::i:c.rc., :rnst be se8t::::-ed :~::.-ocn 
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