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scho~t' is' :i~dl.. 'f:he ·stJd'erit!i; :w~ ho~~- , fo:r · d{e :>uff,mer .~n .c.i' t'.1e · 
teache r:: are t'ak in·ci ;_;long decp ~•n' ~.,ti:: b2for c· 't h·e \w~i, · ·.vl1ich i.s " c;:ill e d ;; 
v.:ic.:ition starts. Seve ral of ti1e ~ . V .S. st::iff wil11 · be go 'i~g t o 'tl~~ ,,_.;;., .. 
United States for home leav2 . Sever.:: l others ':wi ll or' have tcrrn ina1t 'e ci " ''· 
and the few t hat wil l be left here for the summer will be ~aking as 
rnu_ch vac::ition as possible. Be,c a use o.f. a change :tk thEi ; Jd~hbol ; ye~i<.'. w{~ 
ha"'.e a 4,-month vacation this y~ar. i1s , .you c~n ~~;~l~_.: · r~~~~ iK~\, '£.id : wei-~ ·L; ·. 
quite sad when we found out abo}lt ,the ·.~xtra 30 ·~~y;s ·, : _;· · · .:.1 ·::: i :. · ·, i ,; , 

The biggest news event for the summ2r i~ the v~qa~ion that . a f~iend and I 
1• .' '•:.! 

plan to t ake. Miles Roddis, e. n Eng:Lish Volu.nteer: Se·r;vices Overseas . 
Teacher, · (much like · IV?) a'rtd ::: plan · to -,~ ,P,eµq . about q: weeks traveling . ,;::: 

through Thailand, ! Malaya, '' Ceylon, Inq~a, Ne.pai~ : and .. wi-th some, luc~~ 
Burma. The trip will be b'y · !T}O~.~~~ysle anq '. boat. · Hith luck, we ; will · 
not have to worry too \Uuch about" the 'rains. . · ·. 

... "-.: 

I gu ess that I ihould have Jritt~ri ~ ·i{itle ~ore, a little f J:::ter on thi~ 
letter. You see this paragraph .is being written .over two months after 
the last · one arid in i:h~,- central 'pa'tt b'i M~_laya . . We are two -:1~P.'.:s into our 

; , , • ' I 1 I \ " • • ·. • i.. • • • I ~ J l ' ; · • 1• ' ' 1 ' 

t r.i.p and may I ' ·say that . +rh8:s .?een gr,~jt s.<;> .. far'. 
, ; r I ( , , t, . 1 , , ,I~ ; • .! ,, ' I ; , 

· Starting back in Vieti2n~, we lef t thci :5th cif J~iy as plann~J '~ ' ' 1 . Sorn.:: 
people say th.::it th e hnrdes:: pa rt o: g0i n ~ on a trip is gct::i

0

11~· · r.::ic!wcl. 
\foll I hnv c news fc !: :: h em! ·:-:i1 2 !i . :· (lc::;t p;i:t _of :.h ' .:; L·ip -.rr. ~~( : ':Lin ;: 

pa::;t the t:o - c:illccl c u:;L r;1 .. s ;1011· .c ~:. ~ ;1 :1~ l·1r. l: ·.dlL ,. · r..oLorc yc!.1~. [, ·L<l L:ll 

of 26 offici:il d 0 c11 rn.~ 11t:; wc~· c n cc: d~d to' t::c:t th{; rr.0torcyclc c. u•: o f L;,c,'J 
. I f ' • ' ' 

a nd in t o ':'bni lnn c! . Th ~ ri:·:::c c~s tr .:: :: ju:;:. under 6 ho urs of ~ ·; ~1.~. c;: 5 hours 
J • • • ,, • 

and 55 minutes ~c r e , spGµ~ ci~ting . f.. ~at e st.:i~t · fr om None K~~~' the river 
town our bo.:i t ::ool: ~s ·to, :1 l lowcc! ·i s '.:o ::rave}. only · 150 mile:::' C:h2 :O:irs.t , day 
to t he village o f l(ho-.:-at, n~.ailz, n :i. :i:n .:'. T.v.:iy , ::his was not' bo..:l. · Kl1ora t 
is kno~m for its hanq w.ovc n ~ i_lk :lw0pg:wu ~ .. ~:ie -,,~ r ld.' C9:rn\1!.9 i:n ::~ , K~1~r::i t 
af ter dar:c we tool<. the fii:s'.: l1o'.:el ~vc ,c .'.lme to. ~he tota,1 cos,t to:..·. the 
two of ' ~~ ~;i s 60¢ i\~~ric~~ ~oney. 'i'h~ li<'.~C: .i:~oQJ.en matt'{~'~sl i!~.nd t;,,e 

'.mosqu~t.~es >rere 'rr:oe. \h ,th ; p.ale fr.c:~ s ~r~m: .t~e loss ot:/9Jo~'r.~.:ahd 'stiff 
backs , we traveled .to th~ . temples o~ . y~ Mai the ; follow1~g ~ny. 

• ~ ' ' ' 1 . " ' ' • ' I • .J : : I 1 J ' 

'.' - . , ~ ; I ; . I ' • , .' ; ' , , : i . • r •' ' I • · • · , 

Pi ~a i is ·much lik
1e t'he C.:.m~od:i.an :''.:\ngk.o.l:l lfat",.:: It w~ ·~ .:~~;9~.; i.n the ea.rly 

12th century. I hav8 spent quite a bi~ of time in one other letter on 
this type of subject, so ~ will only t e ll of the experiences 0 f ~ French 
Archaeologist working to rebuild ~he temple. 
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It seems the people of Thailand in this area have not seen too many white­
skinned people. The Archaeologist and his wife became the entertainment 
of the people. The Thai would come to their house and just sit and watch 
them. Every night there would be several watching them eat dinner. 
Every morning there would be several watching them eat breakfast. After 
several weeks of this a plan of action began to form. One afternoon the 
wife took a coke bottle out into the yard. The husband dug a deep hole. 
They placed the bottle inside of the hole and each day following have 
watered the bottle. Also each day since the Thai people have come to 
see if it has started to grow. 

The second adventure that would cause you to question their sanity if you 
didn't know the story behind it was the day they each took a banana at 
dinner, removed the pealing, threw the banana away, and ate the pealing. 
This also caused the Thai to talk for some days. Well anyway! 

Going back to Khorat that evening we toured one of the ailk weaving shops. 
Handwoven silk sells here for just about $2.00 American per yard. In the 
United States at the Worlds Fair it was selling for just over $34. The 
next day two sun-burnt beagles with ears flopping in the wind rolled into 
Bangkok. Our first stop was to get dinner, ore qt. of chocolate milk, 
one chocolate malt, and one sundae . hs we left the dairy with our ice 
cream cones we headed for the Peace Corps hotel for a short 3-day stay. 

Fifty miles from Bangkok on the way to Malaya, in the town of Nakorn 
Pathom is one of the largest Chedi's in Thailand. A chedi is a large 
cone-shaped structure housing a statue of Buddha. This one is believed 
to have been built in the 3rd century by one of the first kings of Siam, 
now called Thailand. 

Moving down the coast of Thailand, luck was with us. The weather was 
great. The first night out of Bangkok was spent in a small fishing 
village, Hat Chao Samran. Our $3 cabin was only 30 feet from the Sea of 
Siam. The warm salt water was wonderful. A moonlight swim followed by 
a fresh shrimp dinner after a hard day on the road really put us in the 
mood for a good night's sleep. 

The next two days are two that I hope I never remember. The morning was 
great. About the time the wonderful road turned from tar to dirt the 
weather turned from clear to rain. Slowly before our eyes the road became 
a muddy mess. Rounding a sharp curve in road, the cycle decided that it 
didn't like the road. The only real damage was a skinned knee and some 
hu~ pride. Covered from head to toe with mud we stopped in the next town 
at a little building called a train station. 
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The next 200 ~iles were spent on a train. 'Good weather came again, but 
.. bad luck was still with us. · ·Miles t ook ' the next spill .on the cycle . 
This one made a real mess of the luggage rack on the ' ~ycle. \ve were able 
to go on to the island of Phiiket hut ' it 'took the most' part of the morning 
to get the cycle back in 'good ' ~hape . · 

Phuket was everything that a tropical island was supposed to be. Honde rful 
hot weather, one short rain a day, rubber trees growing in large fields 
of grass, ~oconut trees alorig 'the ' s~ndy beaches, small bamboo houses with 
barefoot children up to their necks playing, small boats with fishing net s 
running in and out, fish traps and crab traps along the road, and prices 
set to the level of the American public. 

We left the island of Phuket on the good ship Thanoon the Third. As o~r 
little vessel laboriously plunged its wai' ~hrough the ripples of a calm 
sea, darkness slowly set :in. Three things then caused us to wonder i ::' we 
would make it to the next · port. Fi rst we found that the ship had no cha rts. 
Second we learned the ship did not use a compass, and third, the Captain 
be gan to pray to his small buddha about an hour · after dark.: J."r~iving in 
Kantan g about twelve, we spent the night on the ship and wer~ off. ~arly 
for a 2-day st(;ly-at another · beach area, Songkhl.a. One more."fu,11 day . '~ 
travels took U'S tGi: the island of ' Penang, ~hich · was our first .s .top in -
Malaysia. · After; c.rossing the Malaysian · ti'6.arder you col!ld se~ .a difference 
with in a .. very · few•'miles ·.: The people were ' much darker in co~qr and much 

,heav ie r , in build·; · '• The '' land is by far better kept than i~ , Th~ila.nd and 
Laos ·and the .roads are :out of '' this world~ · He were able to .driye 6,0 
mi les an hour the ·fuU 1 trip ·. ·''-As you know; the couritry 'is ' k,no,n for iJ?. 
rubber plantations; · ~he~e ar~ miles arid mil~s of rubber ii~es all iii rieat 

. .: ,. ) ' .· . . . ',: -- . - . . 
little:· rows.; •i Small"JCups:'are found on all th'.e trees which .collect the latex 
which· is . later · made into · the large sheets ~hl.ch ' wi l'i b~ i~~· ~ \o · :th~· States 

I • ' ~ '. 1 • • ~ • t , i ; ; J l \ • • 

to make the ~qbber : ~~od~cts we us e . 

The island of Penang was again a nice day's stopover. He had to .find out 
when our: .boat· :,wuld leave for ' the country of India an.d. do a ,·Pi~ . ,of swim­
ming .as .always': · .A second advantage of staying here js that · P.epang is . one of 
the tiwo .free ·oports of the country of Malay~{a. '·No tax is placed on .any:­
thing which is sold here. Also due to the la~g~ arric;u;n·t ·s of sales the 
profit is very small. A $5 shirt sells for about $2.~5 and camera and 
film ar~ · really good buys. For once I got out of a ·' city without buying 
a thing. · He ·will be going -back next week. • .· ' ' 

'" ~ ••• 1 '·:. 

The Chinese Buddhist Temple was our most impressive : ·visit in Pe nang. This 
is the first Chinese structure I have seen: ;' The

1
''Buddhist statues are ;nuch 

more life-like with the Chinese. They are fat little men with life-like 
features. The Lao and Thai Buddhas are so thin and unlife-like that it 
would be hard to tell if they were really made after a living thing as 
Buddha is supposed to have been. 
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One more day's travel took us to the capitol of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur. 
The one day stay there was taken up with the Nat~onal museum. The st~ucture 
of the building and the workmanship within leads one to believe that . 
Malaya is well advanced over the other countr{es . of this area of th~ world. 
We will be again stopping in Kuala Lumpur on the way back to Penang . We 
are now on the way to Singapore for a 3-day stay. Our ship leaves from 
Penang on the 29th which gives us about 8 days to make the trip. 

That's it for now. Best wishes from Ma laya. 

June 1965 

Hi again .. 

Today marki the end o f the first part of our trip. Upon returning to Penang , 
Malaya, we have traveled a ' total of 2777 miles since leaving Vientiane. 
If all goes well, we will ~e o~ our way to India ~y ship tomorrow. 

Moving the clock back 10 days, we left Penang and headed more or less 
South. After a full day of travel my biggest half became tired of sitting 
on . the cycle so welookedfor the first good reason to stop. The excuse 
read, "Rubber Research Plantation". The Manager turned out to be a very 
friendly fellow. After an exce llent tour of the plantation we.were invited 
to the house. The small mansion turned out to be in a secluded area of 
the plantation . As far as the eye could see, in any direction, neat rows 
of rubber trees stood at attention with their little collection cups 
poised for inspection. Each morning workers . would cut new strips of bark 
from the trees . At the end of about 6 hours they would return to collect 
the fresh latex from the cups and take it to the central plant where 
c1'~:nicals would be ·· added to keep it from spoiling. It could then be sent 
to any part of the world to make one of the .thousands of products used by 
man. 

After 3 hours of general talk we ~ere again on o~r way . The final destination 
of the day was what is cilled the crossroads of Asia , Singapore. Singapo2 
turned out to be the most . i nteresting city of all of my tra~e.ls. The four 
days there were f{lled'wi th things to do. 

The Chinese op.era was an experience of one night. ·sq1rting at 6 PX, it lasted 
until after 12:00. Until 'I learn the language I . think : ~ have had enough 
opera. Cymbals and gongs added highlights as the people would die or a 
spirit would .come onto the scene • . It was extremely inte.resting but as I 
have said, enough ~or one lifeti'me. ,, .. ; "r: 
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The "Haw Par Villa'', or as it is · ·nlore commonl)T' 'called, "The "T1ger Balm 
Gardens" .were of equal interest. As the guide book states, : .~Here is 
a .hillside · facing the seas sh6r.eline ·which has been transforme:d ' ·into ' 'a 
collection of sculptures. Prosaic, hon·ible, beautiful, and jus't ' £di;;.;;· 
tastic are these vividly-colored sculptures representing strange : . ! ~. 

. . ~ 

characters and scenes from ancient Chinese mythology and modern in~ 
• r ld b II tcrpretations or o prover s. ._,, .. 

The whole of the garden · ~as laid out in Disneyland fashion . Every~hi~~ 
I r • 

t,.1as built around a theme··of ever~/day : . life. Violence played a ve ry 'iiU'-
portant roll. Everything ended '\vith" a mora l or lesson to it. The .'afternoon 

' w.:is quite interesting.•.and ;verY educational. .. .. · ~_ ,; 1
_ 

. ! . ~ • ~ r , . .. ( : ' . ~ . ~ '. ·. 
J, ' i: 

The 2% million dollar · collec~toti of Jade in the Hous~ ' of Jade was also 
quite .inten:!s ting . ,Many of ·1the·•hand-carved objec'ts were' ·\.Je'll over 50o' 
years old: . . 

, On~ ~ f the interesting portions -Of our stay in Singapore was ; ~ur experiences 
with. food . .i We · had . decided to . try every kind of food we could while on , the 
trip . . ,There is no better spot· in· the world than Singapore . . Here . is an 
area where every possible combination of nationalities have come- to gether. 
Wi thin a block's walk, you can have foods from a dozen countries . Hot 
Sa ttay on a bamboo stick dipped ; in sweet sauce followed by golden brown 
chicken turned out to be a very we lcome meal. Most of the food is sold 
from svall stands on wheels along the edge of the road. It's kind of a 
drive-in restaurant idea where the restaurant drives into the people rather 
than you going to it. 

A short 6-hour drive took us to the Western sea coast and the.a ge -o ld .city 
of Malacca. Here still stands the 6CO-yr. old chur_ch of St~ Paul b;.iilt by 
the Portugese before America was even a dream in the mind of man. Si gns 
of the Dutch and British also sho\v in the buildings that were put up in the 
years to follow. 

Next on: the triplist was the capital .of Malaya, Kuala Lum.puro. K. L. 
is probably one Of the most rrodern cities in this"·part of the \vorld. 'I:he 
new freeway and several story hi gh buildings give the look of a miniature 
S3n Francisco. Here we had our first r ea l taste of the large Mosques. 
Due to the large number of people from India who have moved to Ma laya, the 
number of Hindu temples and Moslem Mosques is equal 
to if not large r than the Buddhist structures. The new Mosque in K. L. 
puts many an American church to shame. Covering well over a ci ty block, the 
huge white structure with its modern design is indeed a masterpiece. The 
second significant visit in Kuala Lumpur was to the Na tional ~luseum. 
A?a in hours could be spent in telling of the structure. The displays tell 
G s :ory i n themselves. A story not only of the history of the country 
but of how much more advanced Malaya is over the other countries of this 
part of the world. They have taken an interest in keeping for the future 
a record of the past. 



-6-

We returned to: ·Penang for .the last short stay in Malaya. Our p'lans were 
to do a bit of sightseeing ' around the city before our boat set'· saiL ·: Old 
man weather loused that up, though. A slow rain all day kept us well 
within~ the walls of tke hotel. We did mana ge to do a bit :· of shopping; 
So far the weather has really been good to us. This being the bad time 
of the year, we have only been stopped on 3 days by rain. 

The only last portion of this letter I can think of before closing that 
may be of some interest is the pqpula~ion of the country. Most people 
would think that Malays \VOuld .be mostly Malayans. This is not true. 
Over 50 I. of the peop le are Chine s e. and about 20% are Indian. Th i s , need­
less to say, is causing some problems. · The Malayan people are feel i ng 
the pressures _of being pushed out qf their own country . : The Chinese are 
well up in the business world and the Indians run a very close second. 
The poor Malayan people are ending up as the common labor class or below. 
This could become quite explosive in the next few years. 

I gues s that ' s it fr om the l::ind o f l'-la laya. Let's see what India and Ceylon 
have to o ffe r for the next chapter o f my newJlctters . ·By the time you 
r ece ive thi~ one , I will be back in Viatiane, so don't slow down on the 
let tc r-wr itl.nij . 

J am.Gs Ifackb1. rth 
"D/S/US AID/2-D 
c/o American Embassy 
APO San Francisco 96352 

Best wi she s 

Jim 

P.S. Per mis si on to publish this l atter, in.wbola or in part 9 must be , 
secured.from International Voluntary Servipes, Inc . , 155.5 Connecticut 
Avenue , 1N.W., Washirg:.oh , D. C. 20036. · '" 
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