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Report No" Z ~ November 15, 1971 to January l SD 1972 

L Appended hereto are two Proposals which grew out of the past four 
months of orientationp observationp involvementp and analysis as 
Higher Education Adviser at the Ecole Superieure de Pedagogie~ 
Dongsaphangmeuk. They are submitted (with apologies for their 
lateness) as the second bi -- monthly report in lieu of the more con­
venttonal form. Report No. 3 0 due March lOD will return to the 
narrative account of activities, including detailsp general reflec~ 
tions and recommendations. 

Zo Drafts of these proposals were given wide distribution to: 

a . Lao ofUcials of the Ecole Superieure 
b. Members of the UNDP team 

· c. Members of the Curriculu1n Committee (formed Decernberr 1971) 
of the English Section and other staff members 

d. USAID colleagues 
ea Miscellaneous individuals interested in the development of 

the College of Education. 

These draft.3 were intended to stimulate discussion. They are 
presently being reviewed and debated. Hopefully, meetings of 
responsible groups will continue con .;ideration of the several 
issues 9 leading to adjustment, revision, and , eventually 0 

rejection or implementation. 

3. Comments already recenved on these proposals havep in many cases p 
been incorporated into the present revisions~ The suggestions and 
notes of Mr. Norman Green have been particularly helpful. 
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Sdenc:e/ Math Proposaj I - 2 LJLevy 

3o WhHf! the proposed io pHot' program hinges on partrcuiar i.ndividu.als ~ 

the present ·:;lass of English Sectwn Sc~ence/Math graduates~ ·the intent of 

the program ts not primarily to satisfy their needs and cc,,mpiamh (see 

items 9, and 10. )" The primary purpose is to actively exper~ment w!th 

the creation of a single, integrated Sc:tenceiMath program at the College 

of Education, Sisavangvong Unit versf\ty 0 which might develop into an eatab. 

Hshed separate Department to ope rate at all cycles of the ~nstitutkm as 

that institution finally becomes organized. 

4. Working toward the goal of a sepa.rate Science/Math Departmtmt 

opens many other related issues not adequately covered here: 

an The delay of full integration at the first cycle perhaps for two 

years" untfl the present program of Fifth and Sixth Year students 

is completed;; 

b, The development of the Engl ish Section into a separate 

Department of Engl!eh and the extension of that Department into 

Second Cycle. the parallel. , !'eation of a separate French Department 

from the present offerings of the Section Profeseeurs and its ·~xten~ 

tl!on; the hr.gh!y desirable poss"'bihty of c"reat5ng a language department 

which would ~nclude a Lao teaching major; 
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c: The eventual separation of the Lettres concept into Depc:.rtments 

of Languages and Social Sciences~ 

do The po& ~ible elimination of F f, rst Cycle (actually the second 

cyde of secondary education) from the ~' College of EducaUoncu~ 

and its conversion into a teacher training school for the preparation 

of primary teachersp with the eventual change of ENI' s into non~ 

professional secondary schools~ 

e" The redirection of recruitment and the development of epecial 

materials; 

L The possibility of course e1units 11 to allow curricular fleJdbHii.ty 

and possibility part-~time school attendance. 

For long=range and more perman.ent implementation. th:is pr::>posal 

should be studied in company with Proposals II and III which concernr iin 

the first instan~ 0 general adm2nhtrative 0 departmental arrangements 9 

and admi ss ions poUcies: andp rn the second case~ more extens ive ideas 

about Science/Math course structureg curricular rev~.s~on 0 ca l endar ad·· 

justments, etc. (now in draft form be~ng critiqued by indiv~dual teachers) 

The present proposal looks toward immediate and experimental im"' 

plementation of a plan for mtegratii.on o.t the Second Cycle where there are 0 
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at present0 only a small number of students {50 in the Section Professeurs); 

where there is an available experimenta.t English Section group (8 students) ; 

where there is an interested and capable advisory staff; and wher~ ! there 

would appear to be both need and flexibility enough for experimentation. 

5. Trus proposal requires the cooperative efforts of many peophi of 

different backgrounds , varying persuasions and aims. It i s recommended 

that there be 9 starting hnmediately 0 a series of meetings between the 

teachers of Math and Sd enc e of the Section Professeurs o under the direc­

t i on of the Directors of Studies; {2) the members of the UNDP team; (3) 

the English Section science and math teachers " to discuss i'.n detail the 

content and seq11ence 0 t he course materials. the syllabt wh ich would 

constitute the essence of the Second Cycle curriculum .. 

Th~ pdmacy of French in advanced math and science teac:::hinl; at 

ESP dictates 0 tt i s beHeved0 the ir leadership in the discuss ions ,, There 

1s only pos1 t~ ve evidence-~ frorn the c ombined use of labs 9 from the inter ~ 

est shewn by French teachers and the common interest shown in new 

developments in scienc e teaching (Integrated ScienceD for example),, 

fr om the several successful meeUngs already hel d at the invitation of 

UNDP team members - - tha.t sui::: h discuss i ons can be fruitful, 
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Atta<.;hed hereto ~.s the present course arrange.ment and requhements 

of the F~rst and Second Years of the Second Cyde Program in Math and 

Sdence at the Section Professeurs ,, One (Natural Sdenc:e) of the 1~evf!1:al 

suggested curricular revisions being worked on by the UNDP tearr, are 

also attached, These provide the basis for discussion, 

60 Work on this curriculum should have a TeacMng Science emphasis 

as well as an emphasis on the productfon of materials for teaching at all 

levels of the s chool aystem" 

7 o In add!tilonr work on tMs curriiiculum must include attention to 

language issues~ some considerations are sketched here: 

a The assutance b1 French to the '"pilot'i group of students 

prfor tc~ entering se(~ond cycle has been noted in 2. , above -, With 

in the curriculum,. p:rovi.sions for tutorial assistance in both 

Enghsb and French can be made: optional 0 H not requr.red lan. 

guage coursesc c..an b~ offered" especially m read~ng for the 

widerstandmg of HbTary,, research. and text materftale~ 

b , There is little question that aH Science/Math students need 

some English facility" The volume of matertals in sdence pub­

Hshed in English and the poseiblHty of vis!Hn_g professors in the 
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future from EngHsh speak~ng c o1.mtr ~es a.re two reasons . Perhaps 

most important is the signHk ance for this area of the SEA MEO 

regional center at Penang ~RECSAM) where" increasingly 0 aicl and 

improvement to science and mat.b teacMng in Laos can be sought 

and secured. The potentia l s ignificance of RECSAM, of INNOTECHr 

of BIOTROP to sdence and math teaching m this area is tremendoius a 

The language of these centers Js Englisho The centers themselves 

offer English for Sdence instruction; RECSAM is currently pre · 

paring tapes for study by French speakers v prior to Center pa.rtid= 

pation RECSAM is hiring bi -Hngual teachers; the center recognizes ,) 

11.n the int.sreats of Laosp Vietnam. and Khmer " the importanc1' of 

resolvi\ng the bn ~lingual second language s ituation, Their major 

thrust 0 however,, because of the o'c her countries mvolved in SJ!:AMEO. 

is EngHsh~ 

c " Despite the ~· primacyrn of French,, it i s belteved that the teaching 

talents of the English speak ~ng teachers presently available can and 

should be used. There f,s , among the faculty of both sections (as 

among the students ,, too) bi lingual and tri hngual abiUtyc Fu.tu.re 

rec:ruitllng of faculty can emphas~ze at least the bi - Hngual character ~ 

istics of the departinent . In th is '-onnecb.on0 Canadian sources such 
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as CUSO are strongly recormnended. 

d. BuHt into the program must be the realizaHon that Lao 

secondary education is being Lac ized; the teaching language 

of graduates of ESP will/ should increasingly be Lao, During 

their studies" assistance in t.ransmii.ttitng sdence knowledge in 

Lao should be g~ven., A signHicant contribution to the build~up 

of Lao teaching skills might be the empfoyment of a Staff Lin-~ 

guist at the College of Education (ESP) to assist ~n language 

convers~on~ -the development of Yocabularly0 the standardizing 

of orthographyp etco It is felt that the College of Education it1 

the most appropriate place to locate the ,. control 1 over Lao la.n~ 

guage necessary for the production of teaching materials at a. l 

levels, 

8. Of paramount importance is top-level Lao admin~strative acceptance 

of the value of the purposes of this proposal~ There should be., from the 

Ministry: 

a The primary decision to allow the ' pilot•· program to exF,st 

for 1972, 73r 
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b , the convening of the cooperative C'1rr icular meetings ; 

c, the acceptance of the idea that this m ftght be a beginning for a 

desirable program for the long · range future of the College of 

EducatiJ.on. 

9., In order for this experhnent to succeed for long ~ range purpo·ses 

rather than for the satisfaction of the Kmmedi.ate needs or desires of 

students who seem to be at loose ends professionally" there should be 

mere than two students involved in it . With too few students the exper " 

iment would be reduced to such an ~ndhrndual level that larger issues 

could easdy be ignored~ Too much of the wc1rk or the evaluatrnn would 

be based on the individual performances of the few students selected,, 

even on their individual personaHUes . The experiment should include 

enough students (four or five) so that= even with full recognition of 

individual needs=~ the program,, the total echool 0 the curricular 0 stafL 

and admin!strati ve aspects of the experiment c an be highlighted and 

evaluated in terms of future plans and procedures . 

10, Thh proposal need not affect the possibi lity o! English Section 

Science/Math graduates attendmg a seminar at RECSAM in the summer 

of l 972 . ActuaHy 0 such attendanc e m ight help them to overcome 
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deficiencies of knowledge whkh might be claimed when their background 

is compared with the background of fellow s :udents in the Section 

Professeurs. 

If students are selected to go to Mahasaraka.m on Thai scholarships 

(possibly two) these would not be involved in the 1 ~pilot 111 programo Those 

who elect to teach after graduation i\n June from the Seventh Year would 

U.kewise be excludede Almost all the students have expressed legitimate 

fears about their knowledge and their ability to teac;h. Although it cannot 

be claimed that they are either excellent or excellently motivated, these 

students seem sincere in their desire to improve professionally by means 

of further study. Respect for these desires gives us an opportunity for 

an ad hoc experiment that would yield evidetlce and time for broader 

policy decisions, 



Second Cycle Math and Sdenc~ Curriculum < Sec:bon Profess•'rnr 

MATH~ 

1971~1972 

1972 .. 1973 

Math 

Phy si\c s I Chemistry 

French 

Lao 

Eng Heh 

Pedagogy 

TOTAL 

(First Cycle. Third Year. Potent~al) 

SCIENCE: 

Math 

Physics/ Chemistry 

Natural Science 

French 

Lao 

English 

Pedagogy 

TOTAL 

1971~1972 

1972 1973 
(First Cyde, Th•rd Year, Potenhal) 

lst Year 

8 hoa:r s p/w 

4 hours p/w 

2 

z 

25 hours p/w 

7 students 

25 students 

l st Year 

4 hours p/w 

7 

6 

4 hours p/w 

z 
z ,, 

25 hours p/w 

6 students 

ZS stt1denu 

2ncl Year 

8 hau:rs p/w 

9 

4 hours p/w 

2 H '" 

z ., 

2 i; 

27 hours p/w 

8 sti.1dents 

( 7 students) 

Znc. Year 

4 hours p/w 

7 

7 

4 hours p/w 

2 n 

2 :1 ~ 

2 1; ~ 

28 hours p/w 

8 students 

(7 students) 
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DElJXIIME CYCLE (Deuxieme proposition) 

OPrION SCIENCES NATUREI.I.ES _!:T MATHl!MATIQU~ 

Mane finalite 

" Meme remarque 

PREMIERE ANNEE 
.. 

P&ia.gogie (IS) et Leoons d 9 essai (IS) en Math et S _ Noo. °"" o. ·o cc J, " .• <" o" 90 

Sci enc es ll8. turelles o o (.· c e ., ~ ~ " ,, ... o ,~ o:· .. ., .,, ·; o .,> •• ,., o o f.. o o u o () o • o o o o ~ o ('. e 5 Q (' u o <.: o ,, ri 240 

Sciences Physiques et chimiquea (Cours.·i;:ollric,.m,eh, pa.r.-.OP;Math) , .• c 5.". r. .•. , , 150 

Math~tiques (coure -commun avec Op. Math)",. " , "u • c 

•· 
Exploitation de textes en englais" ". , .• " ••• , . , . ,, ••.••. c , , c ••• , , .. 2 ••.• c " ., 60 

.. 
Exploitation de textes en Francais,"., ....... -- , •.... ,_ ..• _ ••.••• c.::.l:.•, •• , ".-22_ 

TotaL • ,., • , " . . •. , • . 23 700 

+.Un cours d·1anglais facultatif., 

Qfil..XI.EME ANNEE 

" "' Pedagogie , , • fl " !> o O c o "l ;, Q •) 0 (! .·, •l • ...: G ~ 1.:1 - ~ "J 

Stage en Math et SN 

Lao (traduction des termes scientifiques) •• o" ._, , ,,. •• ,. , o 

Sciences physiques et. chimiques ,, j Q t'· :..• c ·.l () c <) .;: c J 0 t,;. " c;, • 4,1 6 '.,) 0 Q .. ,.. 

Scie:1ces Naturelles nu , c " , " • " o •• ,. " e « • 

Mathl~tiques (commun avec option math) 
Total 

+.Un cours d•1anglais facultatif, 

M~e rema.rque. 

)oo:-.. -,f':>_.O- 90 
./ 

~· 

2ocooooo"' 60 

5o • .,c.,o-<l,50 

5 Q " 0 ,, 0 0 1 50 
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Lawrence J. Levy 
Sisavangvong University 

This paper deals with Ad.mini.etrative/Curricular reorganization at the 
Ecole Superieure de Pedagogiep Sisavangvong University. It looks to~ 
ward the gradual emergence of a single Lao insti.tutionr a College of 
Education (or Facu.J.te de Pedagogie) p whose general regulations and 
procedures would be stabilized and coordinatedp and which would con­
tain several interdependentp centrally controlled departments. The 
suggestions offered are interrelated but separable; they could be im~ 
plemented in the Academic Year 1972./73 or they can inaugurate dis= 
cussion and planning for sW>sequent implementation. A respect for 
overall planning, a broad perspectivev and an ad !!2£ expe:rimenta.l 
attitude are assum.edo 

1 o The Ecole Su.perieure de Pedagogie should be organized into four 
Departmentsp replacing the present "Sections." The Departments 
would be: 

a. English/Letters 
b. French/Lettres 
c. Math and Science 
d. Pedagogy 

Each of the Departments would be planned for operation on (or expan= 
sion into) three levels: First Cycle (grades 5-7*); Second Cycle 
(grades 8 .. 9); Third Cycle (grades 10-11). Each of the first three 
would actively consider further subdivision. 

This proposal concentrates on First Cycle. It takes into account that 

* This is the numbering system at the English Section. American grade 
equivalents: llv lZ,, 13. French eqt.dvalenta: Secondso Premiere,, 
Terminaleo 
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tli.:.at Cycler in the normal course of events, may become separated 
from the upper division a.nd assume the formD as in Thailandv of a 
Teacher Training College as distinct from a College or Faculty of 
Education. Detailed planning of Second and Third Cyclesp parti<:un 
larly in Math and Sciencev continues under the advice of the UNDP 
team in cooperation with other advisers a.nd foreign aid staffs. 

2,, Department Structure 

a. The Department of English/Letters would devote itself to 
the training of Teachers of English as a Foreign Language and 
of Social Studies. Most of the instr&:iction would continue in 
English. 

A variety of P.ntensive courses cmtld pe created for students 
entering at different levels of abilityt including those with 
no previous experienceo These are noted on the attached 
charto 

bo The Department of French/ Lettres would devote itself 
to the training of teachers of French as a Foreign Language 
and of Social Studieso It is presently operating up to the 
first year of the Third Cycle. 

c. Both the French and English Departments would supply 
staff and planning for the language courses required in the 
Math/Science curriculum and for the appropriate General 
Education courseso (See 3o) 

d. The courses recommended for Fifth Year Letters studentsp 
those which introduce them to their major fields (two to four 
Uni.ts of Language and Social Studies)g and the Sixth and Seventh 
Year major courses require internal deparbnenta.l syllabus re 0

-

examina.tiono Plans should be completed next year for the 
extension of TEFL/Letters (EngUsh Department) training 
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into Grade 8 by the Fall of 1973. 

It is hoped that both departmentsv French and English0 can 
examine their courses together and share their common 
aims in the training of Lao Language/ Lettres teachers for 
the secondary schools of Laos; and their common techniques. 
Serious professional examination must be made of the specific 
nature and quality of second language instruction in Laoav and 
of the poUcy and needs affecting that instruction .. 

e, It is especially recommended that both departments 
consider the coordination of Social Studies offerings and 
the separation of the•e from language training for the 
eventual creation of an independent Departrnent of Social 
Studies (French: Histoh-e/Geographie) on the model of the 
proposed Science/1'.Aath Departmento A separate Social 
Studies Department should as rapidly as possible move to 
the teaching of courses in the Lao language and should 
extend the range of its offerings& Planning for a separate 
Social Studies curriculum at the Second and Third Cycles 
could begin immediately. 

f. A Lao Department for the training of teachers of Lao-~ 
coordinated9 perhaps, with the other language departments 
and unified by a Linguistic or Language Institute ~-~should be 
included in the school. But this poaeibility, plus considera~ 
tion of the training of practical arts, fine arts, and technical 
subject teachers are not dealt with here. 

g. The Department of Math/ Science will concentrate on the; 
training of teachers of Mathematica and of Natural and Phys .. 
ical Sciences with the eventual further separation of disciplines 
in the Second and Third Cycles. 

The debatable aspect of the Math/Science proposal concerns: 
(1) multi~language teaching; and (2) rapid introduction of Lao 
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instructors to teach in Laoo 

(1) The proposed Fifth Year curriculum for this 
Department is also on the attached chart. Students 
are asked to take two languages for several reasons: 
(a) primarily to gain facility in reading foreign lan~ 
guage science material; (b) to enable them to work 
with vi siting foreign professors; (c) to get a grou.ndw 
work for possible graduate study abroad. 

Perhaps in the first year0 but certainly in future yP.arsp 
one foreign language could be stressed0 with the second 
foreign language offered as an elective. Teachers for 
the foreign language courses would be supplied by the 
French and English Departments as noted in Zc ~ above. 

(2) Lao instructors to teach Science and Mathematics 
in Lao should be introduced even as early as 1972. The 
1972- 73 students of the Third Cycle can be used as instruc­
tors in a "Team Teaching" approachn their courses planned 
in cooperation with their profesaors and advisers 9 under the 
guidance of the UNDP team. 

During l 97Z~ 73 in Third Cycle Math and Science there will 
be nine s~cond year students and approximately 16 first 
year students. By 1973 there will be approximately nine 
ESP Math/Sci ence graduates; still studying in Third Cycle 
will be approximately 29 advanced students. Many of these 
have already had teaching experience and study abroad. The 
teaching in Math/Science in the First Cycle should fall to 
them0 making a significant beginning to Lao language instruc., 
tion at Dong Dok. Preparation for teaching positions at the 
First Cycle of ESP should be a major goal of Third Cycle 
teacher training and a major consideration in the Ministry's 
assignment of teachers . 

Science courses in th e Fifth Year .., especially the General 
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Education course recommended for all curricula.v should 
aim toward the integrated approach; they should be built 
primarily around laboratory and field experiences (the 
discovery method) with significant involvement of the Lao 
laboratory staff. 

This Math/Science program may for a long time be pre .. 
dominantly Frencbo Its development should draw on the 
talents of present English language science teachers and 
should be coordinated with the science programs in the 
Fa Ngum schools 0 and especially the proposed ENI science 
centerso Coordination can also be explored with the Medi~ 
cal and Agriculture schools which migM supply part-time 
teaching assistance in such subjects as physiologyp chem= 
istry 9 botany" et co 

The main function of the new Math/ Science Department 
would be the coo~rative devdopment of curriculum and 
course offerings. Subject matter content can be covered 
in a variety of courses with different emphases and dif~ 
ferent approa.ches- ~ and in different languages. Students 
fulfilling the requirements for a degree in Math/Science 
m ight sometimes take the same courses c sometimes dif~ 
ferent alternativeso The guidance of a departmental 
ad vis er for each student would be an important feature 
cf the program. (See related discussion u.nder General 
Education Courses and Course/Unit Systemo) 

By \'"irtue of the course variety within the department~ 
the new adnunistraUve arrangement might not have any 
obvious effect on the program. in Sixth and Seventh Year 
of the current Fifth and Sixth Year Science/Math students 
in both English and French Sections. They could continUEJ 
the i r studies next year in their separate languages as nowo 

h . There has not been, as yet , any unified planning in Peda.gogy 
between the French an.d English Sections, Work toward the 
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improvement of courses and of student teaching practices has 
taken place independently in both sections. Cooperative cur­
ricular dtscussion should begin immediately,, drawing on the 
advice and lMdership particularly of the English Section 
Fulbright lecturer and the UNDP psycho~pedagogist. 

As increasing numbers of students approach Seventh Year cind 
Ninth Year v the coordination of practice teaching (Stage) induding 
the liaison with many secondary schools in the c0Wltry0 becomes 
a major administrative undertaking which should have at le:1.&t one 
individual in complete cha.rgao It is suggested that this job be 
made the full responsibility of a. Lao staff member 0 advised by a 
senior professor experienced in organization and direction of 
practice teaching. A suggested source for such an adviser is 
the Fulbright Lectureship Programo 

With the separation of Departments (including the later separation 
of Social Studies and of Mathematics_ Sci.ences)p with the adoption 
of the Course/Unit system~ and with the continued separation and 
increase of coursesv it should be possible for students to select a 
variety of teaching fields during their college study. Within the 
total requlrements of a student's planned program9 provision can 
be made for relative amounts of work in different subject areas; 
he could have one o:r. twc:. majorsr or a major and a minor. The 
Math/Sdence grouping and the Language/Social Studies groupings 
need not be retained~ A student could logically train to be a 
teacher of French and Math0 of English and Biologyp etc, 

3. Fifth Year Curriculum/Genera! Education Courses 

Three General Education courses are recommended for the Fifth Year for 
all students: Introd'1ctioi. to Math and Science (Natural and Physical): 
Introduction to the Social Sciences; Introduction to Humanitieso 

It is recommended that students ta.ke a minimum of 10 Course Units in 
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addition to their Fifth Year concentrated language study (which would 
vary according to need and ability). Of these ten unitsD six might be 
in General Education~ two units for each couree 0 one semester per 
unito Each unit of each course should be planned independently rather 
than sequentially to allow for maximum flexibility of scheduling and 
of course selection by students. 

A quantity of sections of each course would need to be offered; these 
sections could va.ry in content to ac:commodate to students' inter estsv 
to their major fieldsp perhaps most important11 to their different lan­
guage abi.Hties. A list of courses indicating these features can be 
distributed at the beginning of the year. In choosing 9 students need 
not restrict themselves to sections offered in their major departments. 
Scheduling should be done by the central administration of the school. 

The important thing about each of these courses ie not that all its 
sectlion be the same or use the same materials, but that it be planned 
for the same purposes and goals. Recent curricular study at the 
English Section reveals considerable agreement among teachers that 
students need0 not so much an accumulation of facts and specific in~ 
formation r but broader perspectives and deeper insightsp an aware~· 

ness of the "gestalt11 of learning. They need to learn how to think9 

to develop time concepts; to expand their geographical0 historical 0 

political orientation; to explore human relations and to increase their 
cultural understanding. They need a uw!dening of horizons, H a gen~· 

eral introduction to the breadth of what is available to be learned, 

Instruction in the Lao language can be encouraged in these courses. 
The discussion of the Math/Science Department recommends the use 
of Third Cycle students . A similar use of Second and Third Cycle 
Letters students could be made in the Social Studies and Humanities 
courses. There are0 this year 0 approximately 30 of these advanced 
students. The Introduction to Soci&l Studies course could also be a 
proving ground for the creation of the separate Social Studies Depart­
ment. 

Leadership in planning the courses wmld come from foreign advisers~ 
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both from the present French and English noepartments. II Thei;: 
concerted effort0 the acceptance of team~planning and team~teachingp 
the careful identification of goals and the careful selection of materi,, 
als could result in the creation of a group of courses valuable from 
the standpoints of :;tudent learning and of school unification. 

The time allotted to these courses» two tri.mesters each9 is perhaps 
not long enough to accomplish their lofty aims. It is felt that thi~re 
is time v however v in the remainder of this year and in the sumrr.1er 
to do the planning needed. 

4, Course/Unit System 

Courses at the ESP would immediately be placed on a Unit or Course 
Credit basis. It is suggested that each Course Unit be equated with 
four hours of class attendance per trimesterp with two major quali­
fications~ 

a. Laboratory courses~ especially Science and Intensive 
Languag~ coursesD :might include one or two additional 
' 1workshop~ 1 hours in the laboratory9 making a. total of five 
or six hours of class attendance. 

b. Other v•academic" cou.rses would place rn.ajor emphasis 
on outside atudy and preparation by students 0 especially 
library reading., This might have to be guided study~ re~ 
quiring additional effort and time from teachers. As a rule 
of thumb in planning course content9 each class attendance 
hour is accompanied by approximately two hours of outside 
preparation and study. 

For the three years of the Ff rst Cycle~ it ia tentati.vely suggested that 
students be required to take a minimum of 51 units and allowed to take 
a maximum of about 59 units. At four hours per unitp this makes from 
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204 to 236 class« hours per three years; divided into the nine trimester av 
this means that a. student would be in class on an average of frorn 23 to 
27 hours per weekN The minimum base figure is five units per (:rimes~ 
tE~r (15 units per year} or 20 hours of class work; to this are adc.ed units 
which" first of all . may be divided into half units and whichp secondly0 

could be taken during different trimesters at the student's optior\ (e.g. 
Physical Educatfon and Lao,, 3 units or six 1 /2 units each). 

The additional difference between the minimum and maximum figures 
allows for differences in student interest and ability-·-electives from 
other fields. additional courses in bis major fteld 9 increased study in 
a eecond teaching field 0 a second foreign language. etc. Within a stu~ 
dent's required program there nlight be alternatives among courses so 
that students could choose according to their strengths or weaknesses 
and according to tastes A student's workload and his selection of 
courses per trnnester would be determined by curricular requiremel'lts, 
by his own choice 0 and by academic advisement. The creabon and sched­
uling of a var1ety of courses to ail.ow for student choice is not :really more 
difficult that the scheduling \as now) of several sections of the same 
course. Coi....rse plannmg a.nd scheduHng require accurate estimating 
of student needs . 

The Course/Umt system would ell.'"tend through all cydes of ESP, 
Graduation. the awarding of a. degree , would be determined by comple­
hon of a prescribed number of units which might be taken over 2.n indef= 
inate period of time. A major advantage of the Unit system is the op~ 
portunity it provides for students to attend school part~-time. 

Part 0 tf..me students can be workmg teacheri.: a teacher could :retain his 
job at a school and stiil enroll at the College for a limited number of 
courses. These courses 1night be also offered in the late afternoon 
and in the evening for the conven~ence of teacher- students. Most espe­
cially. these courses would be offered in the sum.mer when teachers 
are not working at their teac.hing jobs. Becallse of its flexibility 0 the 
proposed Unit plan offers opportunities for continuing study to many 
students. The advantages of this program. it is believed" far outweigh 



PROPOSAL II 
Rev, Draft 2/23/72 Lawrence J. Levy 

the difficulties involved in course scheduling. 

Two additional advantages accrue: 

a. The risuccess 11 or D:failureir of students would be based on 
individual courses and their accumulation0 rather than (as now) 
on an 11average 1

Q of the student's year's work. Grades for each 
separate course would have more significance. Promotion or 
progress toward a degree would be determined by a student's 
selection of courses~ within curricular requirements; by his 
personal strengths and weaknessesr h:i.s academic needs; by 
the amount of time he was wUHng to spend (limited"' perhapsp 
by College regulatfons)o A signHicant revision of the current 
grading/promotion system in effect at ESP would be required 
and is deserving of special study. 

b. The Unit system would aUow for the use of part-time 
instructors (see Page 5D Paragraph 2) drawn from the pool 
of degreed and experienced spedaHsts throughout the country 0 

particularly for the evening and summer courseso 

So There are recognized advantages to Calendar Revision. especially 
the organization of the school year along semester rather than trimes~ 
ter Hneso Such revision is not recom...-nended here 0 it is felt that this 
can await further study¥ Consideration should also be given to the 
retentf.on of the tdmester system but along different seasonal lines,. 
similar to the arrangement now in effect in schools in Thailando 

6 , Admission to the First Cycle of ESP would be handled basically as 
now with certain modifications " Admission to the school wauld be open 
to holders of the BEPC or equivalent from Colleges9 Lyceesp Fa Ngum 
schoolsp and ENP s. A certain percentage of students are admitt0ed on 
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the basis of high academk standing; others are admitted according to 
performance on an entrance test. The degree and/ or examination 
would admit students first to the school9 ESPI) then to one of its Depart~ 
ments. Following adnrl.ssion to the schoolr the student wouid make a 
choice of major depa.rtmentD at which tin'le an additional screening test 
might be given to determine the level of ability in his chosen major and 
the courses he would be requr,red to take. This would mean that any 
student~ including students from ENI' s 9 could choose any major field 9 

including English a.s a Fore!.gn Language Teaching!> despite his lack of 
previous training (see Intensive Courses in chart)o 

Entering Fifth Year students make a choice of one of the three major 
field options (with the possibility of fourth Social Studies option) a.s 
noted. The curriculum for each field includes general and introduc~ 
tory courses. There would be the opportunity at the end of Fifth Year 
to change the choice of major. Students could switch from one o~: the 
Language Departments to Math/Science 0 or from Math/Science ti> Lan~ 
guage if they showed sufficient proficiency in the language of the depart­
ment choaenp or if they were willing to take make~up courses. Fifth 
Year p thenp might be considered exploratory, with the opportunity for 
the student to choose later and more wisely and also to be evaluated 
and advised by his teachers. 

Admission of part~time students at any level need not present a problem. 
The same degree and/or test reqlliremente would apply. Admission of 
these students would be without scholarship. Indeedp it is strongly 
believed that the present scholarship policy should be reexamined and 
based0 perhaps j) on a more careful determination of need and abilityo 
It is strongly recommended that a tuition policy be studied in company 
with a policy of added incentives for teaching employment. However 
small the feeD it would help to increase teacher salaries or to build a 
fund for the gradual independence of ESP. "Over=time" work for teach-· 
ers~-evenings and summer 0 for example~-could be met by tuition fees. 

7. Recruiting of foreign language teachers and teachers of other subjects 
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from fore~gn countries should be done at the level of the Directo:r of 
ESP. He could coordinate total requh:ements on the advice of his 
several Directors of Studies. It is felt that Englieh=French bi=lingu.al 
teachers can be recx-uited from many soll!'ces~ that it would be desira­
ble to deploy faculty from these sources among the several departments 
of ESP rather than to restrict them to la.nguage~oriented separate 
sectionso {Only VSO seem now to be so employed.) For example 9 

bi~Hngual peda.gogyp sciencep mathematics,, social studies teachers 
can be recruited from the cu1·rent English4 language country sources 
(British Council» Asia. Foundation" IVSr VS0 0 Ford Foundation,, 
AACTEP FulbrightD Colombo Plan) as well as from France, and from 
as yet untapped sources such as CUSO and UN~ Centralized rec:ruitimg 
and overall institutional deployment would serve to break down the cur~ 
rent national separation of the institution. Once assigned0 faculty would 
be responsible first to their subject ·matter Depart1nent heads, 

Serf,ously worth consideration is the recruitment of University lE vel 
faculty from Thailand. Courses in Thai language might be included 
in the cur1·f,culum0 perhaps in the Lang11age Department. 

WhHe ESP may long have to depend on foreign teachers~ their goal 
must be to build up the advanced academic proficiency of Lao studen·tev 
in their own Lao Universityr so that as quickly as possible they can be 
utilized as teachers in the First Cycle (College) or in the secondary 
schools (first and second cyclesp grades 1. 7)*r and" after study abroad 
following Third Cycle graduation (degree level), as teachers in the upper 
Cydes of the College, 

8. Finallyp it is proposed that a Higher Education Advisory Team be 

*American grade equivalents: 7., 13 
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recruited from a variety of sources to guide the administrative and 
curricular development of ESP. The 11team11 would have as its cri . 
teri.a the professional competence and experience of the several 
memberso irrespective of national origin. The UND SEAME011 

P:rofese~onal Associations are recommended sources. 

attachments 
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At tachment. t o PROPOSAL II 

A DeJ!.artm.ental Propoeal - Curriculum/ Admissions 

l. A Course/Unit equals four (4) hours of dass timea 
class time because of laboratory worko 

Language and Science Units r'!" ,u.tre 5/6 hours of 

z. Elementary~ Intermediatep Advanced refer to language ability of students . 
3 . !:· , b. ~ .=· refer to first 9 secondp third trlme1ters 0 respectively. 

Fifth Year i 
10 Units Minimwn English/Letters French/Letterti J Math/Science 

Elementary a . Intensive English - 5 units p ZS hours I 
b . Intensive English ~ 5 units ~ 25 hou.rs It is assumed there wculd be no students at 
c. Intensive English ~ 5 units this ehsmentary languc·ge level choosing 
c . (alternative)COURSES .5 units . ZO hrs these major fields 

See A.lternatt.vee ZD 3 p 4 
l /Z u.nits o! Lao -. French 
{Reading) - Optional 
NEED to make up 10 units 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---~-~~~~~~~~~~~-

Students entering at this level of ability would have several alternatives: (1) an extra year of :1tudy required; 
(2) a eummer program prior to entrance; 9= 10 weeks equal to ZS hours. In this case , atudents could start 
courses (General Education) in Third Trimester and would subsequently only need to mak e up 5 units; 
(3) take extra units in subsequent years and/or summer courses; (4) take extra co ur se s beyond intensive 
language in Fifth Year (General Education or other) if offered in Lao 

Intermediate I a. Intensive English = 5 units I a . Intens ive French- 5 uni ts I a , Major Language 

Advanced 

I 
3 unit s ~ 15 hrs (approx) 

b . Intensive English ~ 5 uni ts I b., Intensive French= 5unite Minor Language 

I. Z. units - 10 hrs (approx) 
c . COURSES - 5 untts 9 2.0 hours c. COURSES 

{Gen' l Education recommended) 5 units ~· 20 hours b . Major Language 
SAME as alternatives for students 3 units - 15 hrs (approx) 
at elementary language ability Minor Language 
need to make up 10 unite 2 units 0 10 hrs (approx} 

a. ... Inteneive English ~ 5 units 

b , COURSES~ 5 units minimum 

c. COURSES~ 5 units m inimum 

a. Intensive French- 5 unih 

b . COURSES= 5 units mine 

c. COURSES~ 5 units m i n . 

c .. COURSES ~ 5 units 

a. 8 !1.m~ ~!! ~ 2bove 

b. COURSES,~ 5 units min. 

c. COURSES~ 5 units min. 

Students entering at this level would be able to complete the minimum Fifth Year requir ements without extra time. 
Extra course• beyond the request minimum might 0 of course .~ be taken. 
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Attachment to PROPOSAL II 

EngHsh/ Letters 

Six.th Year ao Major Field(s) 
15 Units 12 units 

Minimum 
bo Pedagogy 

3 units 

See Lao ar1d Physical 
Educa.tiont 5th Year 

Seventh Year a~ Major Field 
15 Units 8 llnits 

Minimum. 
bo Pedagogy ~ 2nd Trimester 

7 units Student Teaching 
and Methods 
Seminars 

Page 2 of 3 

. 
French/Letters Math/ Science l 

a Major Field(s) I 
10 units (5 hours each) I 

I 

I 
I 

b Pedagogy I 

I 

3 units 
I 

I 

I 

I 

c Major Language- reading 
l units 

See Lao and Physical 
Education, 5th Year 

Language option 
I 

recommended I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
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At tachment to PROPOSAL II Page 3 of 3 

FIFTH YEAR COURSES (Reviewh 

1. A m f,nimwn of 10 UnitG (40 hours) of course work i s required beyond language ~raining . these are chosen 
from GENERAL EDUCATION and MAJOR FIELD courses? 

2 . For students at Elementary and Intermediate language levelo c~..,urses are ma d.:: up in summer or extra 
courses as capable through the three years of the program. 

3a Genera~ Education Couraes: 

a, lntroductl\.on to Math/Natural/Physical Sciences • • • • • , • • " •.••. , .• , • , " 
Integrated Approachi two separate courses " non"- sequential 

• ~ ., ., '.\ ,. • ti ') " ') 

b . Introduction to Social Sciences • . • , .•• " • " , n • • c , • ~ • • • < , •• , " , , c •• , • • • • • • , , •• , • •• • 

Emphasis on Sociology" Hi s€.~ry ~ Geography , Economl\cs; r e comrnende d t hematic 
or probXems approach 

2 Units 

2 Unite 

Co In.troduction to Huma.nitte e , .., Ct ,, ,..) • o • • o • • • • • • o ~ ••• " • ~ ,, ... '5 o G o • • • ,. • ~ ~ • , ~ • ., • • !t ~ ... ~ .,. " • 2 Uni.ts 
Literature/ Art/ Music/PhHosophy/ReUgion. One semester~Orient: One semester ~ We et 

Separate,, non- sequential. Introduction to theme and ideas ~ large m ovements& 

4. Introduction to the Major Field Courses: 

a . Social Studies ., o Iii ., .... :> • ~ ;) _ "' ., .,. ~ o .:i.' ,,, o $ • .., .,. "' ••• , a ... "' •. ,. ~ &. .. .;. ~ -~ -~ .. ,~ ~ .... , ,. ·: ,,, , ... . ~ •• :ii 

b r English - continuation of English Language Studies ~ for majore . .. .. . , •..... , . , , . •..••. 

d. 
e -. 

(A variety of cour aes offe r ed in each Held ; 
some available in 6th or 7th year , ) 

c., Science Sequence • o. $ • , • , 2 Units 
Math Sequence • . • • • • • • • • 2 Units 
French Major •• • • v • o • • • • 2 Units 
PEDAGOGY L• General Psy·cbology; f. Child Growth and Development • .. , , , . , ••. , ., . .••. . 

5 . Other Required Courses: 

a. Physical Education ~ 6 ~ one/half units ~ spread over three years , 
h o Lao Language and Literature ~ 6 = one/half uni ts ,. spread over three years . 

6 . C•ptionab 

a . Second Language for Letters Majors ~· Optional 
b . Other alternative Major F ield Courses 
c. A Second teaching field 
d . Electives 

9 trimestere 
9 trimester a 

2 Units 
Z Units 

Z Units 


