
Distingu.:lshefi. grxeerhL;; ~ 
L~dies ~:i:ll'..l Gen·:\f:temel'l .. 

lt i:!l OY..l.O<e agc.thl TJ!.f p;r:i.~;il3ge <;o ~E"· :.1.t:i.':1·'.l:l>ed by ·:;11,c; ki.t::i..,.,faooi".'.leiu>. 
.Associution to te.111: ~o yoi'h '1.'h:i.n t:\Jf1::> ''\V topic i~ rt1•;;:.:c:: :E-~dg:..:inH,,r;;~ 
to :Chat Tuiang .. 11 

Tb.ei•e ~e m.a!:!y M(;) e.i.Ed f.-;:i:e:.gnt-wr:i '!:-.!hr;; i!X·ew thr-:i stci>y bs:td:Jd ·lib.$ 
That !suang ·very ~011, b<:H'1-B-1J.~~•; th:~ P:Ug;rim:J.g•'' io Thi.~t i.iixang ) ... 'l ~ 
t:to:.ditional z..-aM.c:ral .~';nffi uri!.e.l'l. r-ms~; h0 hc·:.d 0~"'7 ;fBittr',. At 'WF.f-) 1Ham® 

time:. mauy !.eo 8.l.ld ff:ll'"e:lgne~:·fi ·1.>Mi.:nk tJw.'& the 'l'h?Jrt X:r.1&:'3.g F@t:tv-tJ.l :b1 
ju~t an i.nte;rnational t:il'a.ds ffl.i?'n b'ltJ;;;.·a,03e i11ez,·~ of thfJ ~!:;;tlil:r'tai11m.€~t 
nm1 is more ~ecu.lar tha;,1. rel~.g:J. :>u~;,. 

Touiglrt l <.f·~uld li~~t:i 't.o t.eU. y,v;, til.htra.~; it.11 hl.fr~OJ\'.f, oosn~:,r.g 
:from itaJ inoopt~.ou!l' rols.ting :l.t t.c ·~he gcv.;,•~r&\ h:'Wt¢r-1 of l'l'S.OE w.!rl ta. 
the v.ccou~t of the nion.lr1'li..Slcl1.> :J;.~;<Lf (} 

"l'he Ol~1gfuiSJ. Mm~ o'f:. '£.h:'..s !:,.q)!)-ii ·~_wp~ara 11•f. the 9.f:GO<:iD•i; WiCh W:3.iil 
gi"lYsn b~;.r K:hrtg Smyiituiet~;ba, @:r' .::.i21irth<:1t.n:1l:«12·~.v tbf> fa>.;J1tl~:r' {}.f ·the :s~·in® 51 
.as 1s~?t~J~ml@f~ £.~~Y.~ "··hi.~h sci.s-r.tdn '7$1~" ts:In:t.1.e.1: 't'.;i that of thB 
mom,:.m1:>~~ ecm.t.'!l.iz:.ing thO'J Ei.iddl::-.a 1 :1 1:-a.5.::.~ in Herjva"Sl. 'J:h:D T1.at L'ijl.!i.l!J,g liiilr: 

m1il~ ·~ C~Ol."l'tllia a :Jr·eH.e of ~-hG Btz.,.dd~a 'iih.i.ch 1':1'11.d °bFJ@!il b?vli!,gl'rt 'b's fi'lfO 
di:.>w~.p!.ti~ li'ho es€To nd.sslona;;.15.®s f:Pt))::?. Ind:ta d:r:;,~ing \'.hs r~:~_g1~ tb~re oi.' 
lli.lllg AsokB." 

'fha Cl~gir~'ll '!'hat .t111!:!.l:ig ~~ail> !~u.tlt tw :ni:if$ C-n&.ntQb:nlt."",f F..iaaithl.sak 
dti>.:'it;~ ·&7".t<,; ye.er 236 of 'the ti;:Jddl'.{.i!t ER~ eo1.~:\o~ponriin.g ·t.o 307 ye.."l.rm 
tm::?ore ths Cm:i~rt,i~ E:;.~ ... ,

9
!t t~ri.11 saot ~t;i t,aJ..J. a~ ~he o!';;e 'ii® 6se tiO~t­

X tf~ "<d .. d:M:~ ~s only 4 'trllfi!I! l~ i~ttl. 1. <J'i.'.~~et--eh e:!:'.' &!'lmi f?mll ·tho tin ,.-,f th$ 
~ vu~ ... ~ .,.~ . ..._~1 . J."' ,, 

!cmg€Si'~ f.iage,t;i' of 011.e ~iK\ th;.1~} of the (}'!.f}.;//:ll~.> filtd itfS h,q;:;i.~h.t 'Maa 4 ~f.!A 
" ••·1WI ~ - ~--

and :3 fl.~~ ,..!{;:he i.Umtt'illf.t3 f'l.•om ~.bo 1o!.!gi3:1t. f'i:ug©'i"'dp t.o tw point.~d 
~1:.(1 o:f 1:.~e <!ion~s3'°nd~f .. 'i!lg elht:13y.. t.r:he 1:.it.iisi.e $·i:.'!"Uet·:.-"Z'\;1 of 'thiii Ql'it;'iml 
om:: 1.~kerli. -W<~:t';;l m~t{';.b l~J;:e Tl:<t..,''1'. ~}n..Eo!lip €il. at.u.p!l in !nd;la.,, 



~oJ>:aer t!.rtone, ~~;:l:w u3W ooxi.;: ~r:a-c·~~i~\r:o ::ra.~-.: ~Y~gu.L :i..l'.J; th"' y"'8.~." COl''i."tf&>:. 
poruiing to 1566 or thsi Ckti~:tcrt.;:L:•n E'rn!l' 1-'Y e1;:-,,.cr:'l.i!g up the erlgiw. 
lhr.!f.,, 

~lti?To'tmding the new 1illfJf. ·t;hf- King b-..11ilt 30 smaller onesei Iwide 
each of th~1lOp t,he~a ~ei.s a ~~ of ~at gold ~-eigM.tsg f 0111" Ja~ 
f;. ~ 1'.'aS le~s tb.l!W. an om.t~t/ ~ ~u1d uit-h 0lil.Ch one of t.hseJs:t thew 
T§i;lS a gold leef' moI>e tht?J..U one ~:);. lcl\~ on l::hiah saered. lllol'de wra 
inscribed<} Some of th.eae gold ~.i.:ii:l >Uld 1~~.•1;:;a lil'e:re d~.seovered in 
1930 dm'ing the resto:raticm of' th<71 sh:d.1'.le,, 

It ha.o altm.)'$ been tha J?l'a!~i~e 11 tvh.ethGr in Laos P 'l'bB.il&nd11 i:4" 
Ceylon~ that a King i.1ho built m. wat mo ish.ti.ne would a::ieign the neigh-­
boring village to lock afteil .. :1.t!) and ':ilou.ld ex~·t tlnt rlllage from 
t&xaao So King Saya.nietthtl;;i af't!J.T' eompleth'if; thi$ T!Jat, l.v.41.Ugr, Rl.t!Sigl164 
the ptople nes.irty to take eare of S.t., 

Demi.des thi!.! m.onw012tii ths 1Hng built. niai.v 1lf.!lt® wx1 Buddba 
.tatuet!, such as Mat Siso.ngvorJ.a? f.;outh of the That Lus.ng; a ~to 

oont.a:in a relie of m dime.ipl€-:i of. J!.~;iddhJ., flt hlat Sokpaluang~ 'Wat Hong­
thoagi Wat Nong Pallgkhmm. {on the mite of the s~'Y'~t.lha PaJ.aee Hctel)J 
Wat &latba~hUWl; ·t;he st~tue of' BOOdha Ongt;u a Wi!.t O?Agt:t1J a etatue 
i• Bm& Nammo:Qgll' am."OSS th.fl) Meko;ag~ ·the \lit..at;J.e of Pre Souk am Pro. 
Seum in Nongkhay ~· 

Appu:ently toore mf!ll'lS no ftn·ther ru.tl9?ati~ ol" r>smodeling of 
the Tl:.nt ~ b;r an7 of' the late::~ ~rig/$., 

'fhe vitJital'S 11 book recorded ·tm.t. the D'a·&ch m--Eeha.nt Ve Wu.sthotf 
urived hert} 1n 161:.1 dm."ing th0 X'eigu ef SotU.5.gn&vongsa, at the 
right time cf' yoor f'or tha That I&ailg Festi'l'a.1..:. 

Iu:td.G thai That 1.i'W"..ng court.~m2'dp ~ K:i'Wg 5"Swe a speci.fl>l 
reesption t~ this"' his :f':b:s·t "W6Si~t'l"n v:tsi to:<:>., In his dia17, Vam 
Wusthoff deelued that the !~@·.t'mlf.li -~"l'W of' the moet beautiful. momt"" 
mentl! he had ~-" ~lien.. Its b!i~~e w.e oovel"ed id.th 1000 ~mids et 
gold leaf (I The That l.uari....g celelw11tio~ has heel! a tnditi®a.l prae­
tioa sinci<a that t~<> 

Each ~!) before i:.he s.ei;ui:.V.. fje:r'e!i!Olr.f of That Lu3.ng begir.w» 
tha e~A"6Ill().D)" of timl!'Sbippint; th3 tnti'.J.ru:y d@1.t.;y of VientiaH m»at bit 
held at \&fit, Simuong.. Wat. S:i.nm':>~ ia the oldea{';; vat of Vientia.ne .. 
So the T".nat ~ Fe&rtiwl atfJtUii.lly 'b--.agilla at Wat Simuong onsi da.7 
befo1"6 it eometi to Tm·& I~ug(. 

After that!) a traditi·~mal hf{ffiR :tE; :held at Wat Ongtu and Wat 
Inpe11gJ it 1:>:romb1,.y begs.A:, nm tn.~1 ~rurcive:rsaey o:? the .:a~~tioa of ·tblt 
oststue cf Euddha Ongt;u. 't.:;· Kfa.g 5£y&li'l~rizthn at. the s~ time ae he 
built the Tl.at Luango 



In additic!l;l ·i;;o the ~o1S.giou8 at.its$ ·t.hs i'hct I .. urmg feiJM.val 
includea othei" ac·~i vi ties " Bn.t the religiom i& i~egs.1~ded as the 
mos~ impo1>tantr.- bac'lfluse the pl!Z'IJOS(l) i& to nnel-."3.U the l~ '3l' the 
relie of Burl.db.a. !'ollowergi of 'f-adci.hism in the -whole country and 
in the DSighboring eom'itrie~ flock :'L.~ t.o worship, ~eauae this aet 
of ~o;rahip y-lelds much mllff.'lt e.nd it :la held. only once a yea:l!'r> 

You will see il'.iddhilBtm day and night~ 1.dth f'lo~~ifs !i e&.ndle~ 9 
and i.nceiwe in thei1.' h.atids ~ rdalki.ng 1.nto the ~.. !'lO'b-S:\"S P candles, 
and iaoens~ are CtJnside,g;ec1 to be p-~e w:ad tei ~videnee reapeeto 

Befo?e Gntering a p1aae vhiah aie rsmpeets or ~1lieh is sao~; 
ona musts according to Burldhht m:istom~ ta.Ji.a off h1s shoes and hat, 
and leave every aGrt of veapon outside~ kld befoi•e fil.etual 1i10rsh1p 
takeii plaoop he must taea eaai; and then ttalk aroUTl&d too plaea ~ 
times" fl.dii aot iB a. mip of high l"espeot~ This euetom mm heea 
followed f.oz owr 2500 y<00.1•m.,. 

~ides the religious &eta~ th@ goWl"lililallt includes ~'S2"1ow 
other aetivi.tias which awe not eonsid~ inimical to Buddhist 
tea.chings, in ol'der to ellli116l.! -~he ochtm.aio:a of' the T".oo:~ ~ 
f'estiv.&loo tbs diary of' 'iT&11 Wuart.hoi"f' :rsports the :lncltU!!io:u ot pol~, 
horse rac:ing::i duellngli' bo~.il.g e-Jlld 0th.al" ~ports.. These m&-a still 
pszactieed at the feati~l& 

One ot the most impor"Gant of theae acts im the Great Oa.tb.-uldl'Jg~ 
i'very ~ mJiP.,K., lUld t1.<:"Jil!adays of'ficialm from. eveey roinietr11 j oim 
in the 004'amon7 of or ... th-Ntie.i.ki?ig before ·t.he saered statue of Ongtu to 
axpres11 their leyalt7 to 'i•he Kini al:ld too p-sople., Then they go to 
worship at the 1'11;at, ~g" 

I have notiesd th&t :tt has M'll becora~ a tradition for fa.rmera 
a.00 arl:lman& tG 'bring to the That Lw.;.ilg festival th@ir produotioa 
of tM past ;;ear to ba..l't&lt' or sell for eamh am to show th& J)l'f.lptetHl 
they have made during tbs year.. When Van wnsthoff we herc 11 he b.aci 
vi th him ao• cloth, mJ.'T.Ors ~ rings, and so o:s!l. This mereba.ndiaQ 
wam sold m.t the fair and ill the m.oontime hi:ii party purchased L!e 
merehendime such as gum benmoin~ e~umamon, elephant tusks, and animal 
hideso 

The modern custom cf display1ilg both domestic end foHign IllSl.'>J 

cbandbs has become mere and mor® pr-avalent., Now it can almost be 
ea1d that the Pilgrimage t"° That Luan.g is "' T.he.t Luang Trade Faue. 
Jfow.d.ays diff'ereni miniJStt0 ies c i!!ti!t&.:14 of tM people and Oll'dina!7 
anisa.nst take thi.s or.;portunity to exhibit the remult of their vorit 
during the pas·t; yooi",, 



Besides the mmts·tiriefll, f'orei g-.a embassis e in Viat(liia.De displ~y 
the progress of thei? owrJ. comatriefll in eeonomy ~ administration:> art11 
culture~ and acia:uo&s in ol"rlt1r to help entertain the peopleo The~ 
fore many people vho do not ~ell Ui:rler.etand the f.estiY<ll think that 
the emphasia of the eelebrat:f.on nae ~n :pt.i.t more on the $xh1bition 
of merebandiee., Eut theoretically it® F"imary aim ie to give all 
Buddhists the oppol""tu~ity to come Slid 'Wei"Ship ths relics ot Buddha.a 

Naturally all mal'lkind ims to be ooaupied with work dE17 and 
night in order to mu.~nve; but e"Y&;ry yeaX>p arts?> ;rorking hard 1n a 
field or office, om can mpal~e Dome troo time to eom participate 
in the festival aDi me1at ct.hers i1a the ea.pit.al city~ !a ccnclusion0 
the That Wang Festival yields good results both religious aud 
secularo 


