
Reunion Letters Continued: 

Stan Wilson: Please send m: regards to all 
members. I am unable to attend this :ear·s reunion because 
of other commitrm:nts. I was looking fcmvard to playing 
some golf and en10: ing the area and just seeing friends. 
~ext :ear 1 hope. 

Jerry Fink: Best of luck at the reunion. Sa) 
hello to n eryone fur me. I haH'n ·1 heard. but 1 assume all 
1s set up for a demo of the \\eh site and its uses both to the 
Assoc. and to othas. 

Robert Davis: I am ha\ ing health problems 
Sorr: but I \\ill not h.: able to make the reunion. Have a 
great one. \la: be next: ear. 

Charlie Davis: I ha\ e \\ nttcn a fe\\ of rn:, 
thln1ghts of the reunion. !eel tree to use any of 1t you \\ant 
1r1 the log c,mgrats on mastcrrrnnding a great rrnnion. 
\cc: ou ,!II at llcrkk: 

--1 "'·!' ,111gk 1\hen I \'lb tl: 111g the H-3.+ for .c\1r 
\mcr1'." Juri:1~ the rrnd 1iu·s. \h l\lk 1s qunc 111rwcc11t to 
"cl! 1n gcn1'L1l. and c,pec1<dh the --secret War .. Ill Laos, It 
\\ch .i re\1e1rdrng e\pcr1cncc to mtrnduce her to so man: 
people \\ho 1 had kml\\n 1n l·dorn and \\ho I had written 
cthout 1n m;. book. Across tire .ilekong 

n1ere 1\ as "the: Boss" of the Cdorn chopper 
pilots. Wayne Knight. 1\ho had tra1eled all the 1Vay from 
-\ustra!Ia for this re um on. Jack "90" Knotts has gro\\ 11 

into .i legend. hoth for his fl) ing skills and his abilit) to 
part: intt1 the 11 ec hours of the morning. l!o\1 docs a man 
of his : ears do 1t'' Father Fred Platt hlcssed us ail at the 
Saturda) rnght banquet. and then the next da) was a judge 
in a hikini contest' I he quiet respect toward the crust; 
1 cterans J.J. '.\lcCauley, Frank Stergar, Billy Zeitler, and 
'.\larius Burke was still there. We listened to Willie 
Parker dcscnhc the helicopter crash he 11as in and the long 
llait to he picked Uf' \lhJ!c suffering from Intense burns. 
!he comics 1\ ho could keep us laughing for hours. Steve 
Stenns, Gary Gentz. and Tom Hoppe. !he quick-witted 
Frank Devito's barhed tongue nner let ar1;.trne get too 
serious. 

Steve Stevens and Geza Eiler brought photo 
alhums of the mid 60's that turned back the pages of time 
some 30 plus : cars. Sunday afternoon. under a slate-gray 
sk). m) 11rte and I along \\ ith Geza, Hal Augustine, 
Devito and others. spent hours looking at these old black 
and 11hite photos. while ,ipping our beers. When select 
comrades I\ ere spotted in these pictures. the funny stories 
poured out Tom Hoppe's unscheduled and unauthorized 
deadhead from Thakhek to l · dorn 1ia Boat. Flus and 
samolar. while his chopper \1as stranded. pilot-kss. Ill 

Sarnnnakhet. 
There \\ere many more yarns. Every page of 

photos brought descriptions. laughter. and memories. 
Memories of a time in our lives when we were young .. and 
era\ ed and needed that adventure of lite out on the edge. It 
was so important to all of us at the time. 

For those of: ou 11 ho do not come to reunions for 
various reason. I can understand. because I did not attend 
them m: self for man;. : ears. \.1y reasons seemed good 
enough at the time. but looking back. those reasons seem so 
unimportant no1\ As the shado\1 s of life grow longer. I am 
more a11are of the uniqueness of the job that we did and of 
the extraordinar: people 11ho I knew and worked with at 
Air America. 
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fhis reurnon at Cocoa Beach. brought back 
memories of those: ounger days. when we all paid our dues 
under tire. and no11 forever belong to that ancient band of 
brothers. ro 1\hich no amount of money or connection can 
gain admittance. It \1as good to relive those days and to 

spend time with this ad1enturesome group of people for 
11 ho I hm c a great deal of respect. 

LETTERS & E-MAILS 

George & Eileen Morrison: Sorry this is late. 
h~l\c heen tra\e!Ing (required when retired) Use the extra 
S25 for 11hate1 er purpose needs it the most. 

I lad m; car smog tested last 11eek. the technician 
"as from Camhod1a. horn and raised there. hut of Chine,c 
1mgin. Ile 11orkcd 1\ ith the l '. S. GO\ ernment l'ngincering 
group and said he has a close relationship 11ith Air 
:\menca. His name 1s Souphomma Thao Vong. We had a 
wr) nice talk about old times. the result was my car passed 
the smog test 11 ithout an; problem. 

W. Milton Bludworth: Please express m) 
thanks and appreciation to the Association for the plaque 
presented to me. as 11ell as for making me an honorar:. 
member or the Association. This is a double honor. 

The dedication and resol1e with 11h1ch individual 
members performed extraordinar; deeds for our countr\ 
nc' er ceases to fasc111atc me. It trul; is an honor to work 
on thr CA f Air America Archi\ es 

Marty Kaufman: Hope you all had a superb 
reunron. and kno1\ that the discussion included thoughts on 
those who 11ere caikcl to destiny in service of freedom. !t 
represents a challenge of history and of great 
accomplishments. shared in some part by each of us 11ho 
played a role in a part of the planet "long ago and far 
mrny." As Jim Spencer ah1ays said during our 5-1/2 year' 
together on the Air America program. "Well. Kid. the) 
can't ever take this [experience] away from us." 

On a separate note. the medics released me 
1estcrda1. am on a reasonabl1 short leash. but hope to get 
• • - h 
clearance to go to Sarasota for my father-in-laws 70' 
birthday. 

i\lacAlan Thompson: How about passing this 
on to the newsletter. \1ight as well flood --B" with a bunch 
of mail. Wonder where Fr. Jerr: Orsinois is no\1. Haven't 
had a letter from him for two : ears. Last I heard he 11as in 
southern Yuban pnwince teaching English. Not too far 
frorn the Lao.·Burma;China borders. 

Got a letter from Father Luke Bouchard, from 
the far boondocks of Indonesia. It was dated March 26. 
I 997. \1as in response to a letter I sent him nearly a year 
ago. and reads in part: "Your letter took 4 months to get to 
me because it 11as sent to my old address. I am nO\\ 
working in the Semi tau area. which is I 00 miles downriver. 
I am n~\V ministering to a parish which has 22 villages in 
the backcountry. Ten of these villages are visited on foot 
with a backpack and the others by outboard motor or 
riverboat. rm glad to still have some walking to do in 
order keep my limbs from getting rusty. By the way. 
tomorrow is mv 681

h birthdav. Address: Father 8. -
Pasturan Katolik -   

 
 



Letters Continued: 

Blaine\\. Jensen: I ha\ e been going to send the 
enclosed photograph as a donation the archiYes for some 
time. (Photo sent to Janel I guess the last issue of the Log 
got me ··off m: duff· and thus I am sending it. I"m afraid 
that it has become a bit torn after tr~l\ el ling around the 
\\Orld for some 27 years'. 

I do not re cal I ''ho 1t ''as in the Log. but 
someone \Hole and said the; 11 Llllid like tci sec something 
good \Hillen about the pilots. I suppose I ne\ er considered 
that "angle .. since (as a "customer .. for some ten \Cars in 
Laos I. I consider them the greatc:st for" lot of reasn;1s 

I he people 111 the photn are m; self. Capt. Lee 
\-lul\m, (one of m; heroe, from those earh da\ s) and Ian 
Baccam (kno\1n to the pilots as "Joe··) The ti.meframe is 
lat.: 1965 or early 1966. l belie\ e the photo \1as taken in 
'v' 1entlane hut I cannot be certain -- it has been a long time 

Joe 11 as one of two Laotian loaders/dispatchers 
for the aircratt as Sam rhong (sllc 20) in '.;orthern Laos. J 

had completed my tour as a \ o\untecr with IVS plus 2 six. 
month contracts \I ith l 'SAID. I \I as going on leave to the 
l' S to \ 1s1t my farm\; and then return to Laos to work f()r 
AFD I \\anted to take Joe \\!th me to see th.: states. 
llo\1e,cr. on a past salary of 'i>75 OU per month. I quite 
ob\ 1ously did not ha Ye the money to take him \1 ith me. 

Capt \lull ins. Al Rrch. and a number of others (it 
has been a long lime) heard about 11 hat I \I anted to do. 
!'hey decided to get all of the piloh that \1orked \\ith us to 
donate the rmrney necessar; for Joe·s trip. The photo was 
taken 11hcn Capt. Mullins \1as presenting the .. cold hard 
cash·· to Joe. I do not recall the exact amount raised. hut it 
\1as enough to CO\ er the round-trip airfare. some meals. 
plu:, spc:ndrng mone' 

This is _1ust one small example of \1hat the pilots 
11ere all c1bout during that era. The: saYed my butt on 
numerous occasions: the;. t1e\1 in bad \\Cather and under 
1 ery ''hostile·· conditions (connected with the \\ar that was 
going on): and I neYer recall one of them turnrng do\vn a 
missitin if it \1as ··humanly·· possible to do it. 

Wh: ;. ou might ask° From the standpoint of our 
part cif the operallon. the: knn' that a lot of human lives 
depended cltl their performance -\t one pomt in time. over 
one-half rrnllion human bemgs (refugees). 

People \1ere C\acuatcd. often under e.xtremelv 
dangerous and hostile conditions. Rice drops \lere mad~ 
from the air tit \\as the onl;. food the people had to eat). 
\kdics and med1c1t1e 11en: dell\ ered: sick. \lounded. and 
pregnant ladies \I ere e\ acuated to the hospital at Sam 
I hong Blankeb. cooking pots. utensils. vegetable seed. 
rice seed. iron bars (for making kni\es) and even live pigs 
~rnd chicken:, ''ere transported 111 order to help them get a 
ne\1 start once the\ had reached a secure area 

\\ e could ha\ e ne\ er ha' e done the 1oh \I ithout 
those guys' I for one can assure ytiu that it \las.appreciated 
more than the;. 11ill C\er kno\1 

Was It done for the money ·-nope' 11 It 1\aS done 
b: a bunch of dedicated pilots \Vho did their 1oh cheerfullv. 
courageous!:. with dedication and \I llh a. great deal ~if 
concern for humanit;. (people speaking languages that they 
cuuld nut e\en understand) I here \1erc personal hardships 
as \1ell. Ask any pilot \1ho RON'd at Sam Thong (prior to 
the building of the :-\A hostel)'' hat Ii\ ing accommodations 
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were like. It certain!; \1a-; not the Hilton' Ask them what 
it \1as like during the tlood in 1966 when the hostel ran out 
of food and it took me se\ era I da;. s to get some food up to 
them. Did they lea,c'' Nope 1 The;. took it in stride. 

We all had a JOb to do. and reflecting hack on the 
situation. I firmly belic\e that it 11as mutual respect. team 
work. pride. concern for humanity. sometimes ctrnccrn for 
our own sunirnl. and (\1hile it might sound a hit ··trite") 
\IC 11ere representing a great countr: This is \\hat made it 
\\Ork 

Robert L. Burn: I sent m; application to Jane 
toda\ I 11 as lrned Sept. cit 66. \I cnt to Saigon and flew as 
a !light mech .. 1t1 the 2U-l-l3. for si:\ months I was 
transferrcd to '\ha !rang a-; a senior inspector and was 
bumped up to Superintendent of Quality Control. In I 970 I 
\I as transtcrrcd back to Saigon as \laint Su pen isor whcrc 
I stayed till I quit in 1971 

Reading my _1ournals has real!;. been something 
l · d forgotten h0\1 tough it was to do the Joh "e had to Jo 
over there. I·, e got hundreds it not thousands of slides and 
black and \I bite photos of the A. C. stations and personnel 
111 Saigon. Danang. Nha Trang. etc. What I might do is 
work up a memoir of sorts this \I inter and JUSl throw in a 
picture of all the AiC \1e had in the area. It would take a 
lot of doing. hut it is a possibilit; Those journals are 
already on disk so it's a simple matter to cut and paste 
them. then scan the photos. \\'e"ll see. That 1\ould be a 
1\ intertime project. 

Dr. W. \1. Leary: I\ly year at the Air & Space 
Museum is passing all too quickly It is hard to believe that 
I have only five more months left on the appointment. 

I haH'. been 1n contact with Greg Barker of 
Phoenix Tele\ 1sion. an independent producer out of 
I.on don. I \I orked "ith (jrcg last: ear on a documentary on 
the U.S. Air \fail Senice for the I.earning Channel. I 
thought that he did an excc\knt job with the material. 
suggested that he consider doing 'omcthing on CAT/AAM. 
as the real story has ne\er come out. He called last \leek 
and said that the Disco\ er: Channel is about to contract 
with him for a two-hour treatment of CA I. AAM. I told 
Greg that I would pass the \\Ord to the people in 
CAii AAM. From m: past work with Greg. I am confident 
that he will produce a highly professional treatment of 
CAT AAM. I expect to serve as senior historical adviser 
for the documentary and will do my utmost to insure the 
accuracy of the program. If an; one has any questions. they 
can contact me. 

Frank Bonansinga: Enclosed is a cut out from 
last Sunday·s LA Times that is a .. been there done that .. 
type of article that you. I and man: from our Saigon Days 
of,cstcnear will remember. (loo long to print) 

While ··,isiting" '!ah Trang we frequented a 
'mall ricket: restaurant on stilts at the beach that was 
famous for its· South China Sea shrimp Being raised in 
New Orleans where good seafood \\as common place. it 
was something for this adopted Cajun to see/eat some 
really good jumbo prawns The owner. if I remember 
correctly \\aS a former French Legionnaire. It \1as good to 
sec my old emplo\ er RaytheLin. prior to A,\ days. donated 
some cash to our archi,es 



Letters Continued: 

H. \1. "Chic" Reynolds: belie\e my 
membership has expired. I think I got a renewal notice and 
lost it. I have JUSt hooked up to the Internet. not too easy 
here. all in Spanish and m;. Spanish leaves much to be 
desired. Is it possible to get a list of E-mail address 0 

Preston Myers: Decided to look at the web site. 
Enjoyed the info. I'n: had a \Veb site now for about 2 years 
and \\as one of the first in Ha11aii. Received many awards. 
Ila\C had trouble 111th AOL subscribers not getting all the 
info. Too busy running a company to take time out for the 
reunion. Maybe someda;. 

Must say hi to Roger Cook. m;. initial helicopter 
instructor \\hen going through flight training in Pensacola. 
FL Talked to Scratch Kanach a few months ago. I lave 
\Vayne Knight stop by on his \\ay to the convention. Like 
to sec him again and find out ho1v his house turned out. 
Last sa\v him in Cairns in 1980. Tell J.J. McCauley or 
anyone else \vho ·s interested. 

Currently ha\c 3 helicopkrs in full operatiQn. 
possibl;. looking at a fourth b;. next : ear. 4 full time 
helicopter pilots under m: emplo;.. flying a Maule M-7-
2358 on the Big Island. Total emplo;.ees for company now 
at 21 rhank goodness for my 11ifc. writing all those 
payroll checks. Mahalo .'lui Loa. 

L. Michael Kandt: I would like to thank the 
members of the Air America Association who elected me 
to the open position on the Board of Directors. I felt 
honored just to be included on the list of individuals who 
had agreed to accept this post. ro actually be elected was a 
shock. I promise to do the best job I possibly can. to work 
with the Board to define the purposes of the Association, 
set goals. and work to accomplish those goals. 

I am very pleased that there were so many 
members \vho rnted. This indicates that there is a very 
large group of members \\ho \\ant to keep this Association 
viable. I hope to contribute to that endeavor. active. for the 
next three years. 

I often reflect on that eloquent paragraph printed 
on the last AAM schedule at l:dorn. That fragile document 
once again hangs abon: this desk. It's off~center. faded. 
and ragged around the edges. hut no11 in a special frame 
that. hopefully. \Viii protect it better from: t:t another desert 
environment. Dick Ford 11 rote about the "final paragraph 
of a saga that may ha\·e an epilogue. but never a sequel." I 
believe that the Air America Association is that epilogue. 
A long epilogue that attempts to perpetuate and honor the 
memory of those that participated: the heroes and the 
villains - and so many that often lived in both camps, the 
airmen-ground support staff-administrative staff-cooks­
bartenders (sure). and even the bosses. the great majority of 
many races. nationalities. and creeds. who were just doing a 
JOb 111 a difficult. demanding and often dangerous 
environment. their wi\ es.1husbands. and children. There is 
no other organization to my knowledge. so large and 
widespread geographically. that continues to meet and 
celebrate the associations of over t\venty years. I am proud 
to be part of it. 

Joe Stearne: I've been a fan of AA for some 
time. As a former Marine and Vietnam Vet I can 
appreciate ho\v important : our role was being provider of 
logist1cal support to the SEA area in the late 50's through 
the earl: 70' s. Your \veb site is great. lots of info and a 
treat to read. (;\ot a memher - email fan J. 
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R. E. Eaton: \ly best 1\ishes for a great reunion. 
Maybe I'll get a chance to make another one before too 
long. 

I'm current!: \VOrking in Nigeria- 56days/28days. 
Been to Bangkok and Laos three times since last 
November. Aili a: s see Izzy. Visited Willie Utterbach 
1\ hen he \\as last there. although spoke to him by phone 
from Izzy's. 

VTE and LP seem little changed. I understand 
from some of the locals that there has been a dramatic 
relaxation of police state type mentality since 1993. Quite 
relaxed and peaceful nO\v. Still seems a little strife in some 
areas. Not safe to drive from LP to PDJ. Area around 20A 
a ··special Lone ... Off Limits. 

Met a guy in LP who spoke quite good 
"American English." About 50ish. When asked where he 
learned his English said he had learned by book with three 
: ears of self-stud:. I thought. yeah right. 

On m;. last rd urn from LP (early tvlay 97) I was 
talking to the Lao A\iation Capt.. as we 1\ere 1\eathered in 
for SC\ era! hours. he 1\ as quite open discussing flying 
r28. s. C 123 and C4 7 for our side during the war. Said he 
had done some training in statt:s in 60's and seemed to 
know U. S. geograph: I did not mention my background. 
lie said he experienced no difficulty switching sides "after 
liberation ... 

Also met another Lao in LP who had received 
study in Bangkok sponsored by old government. After 
I 975 he \Vas recalled and sent to Hanoi for nevv 
government. Or so he said. Now working as bookkeeper 
for hotel in LP run by a Lao recently returned after years in 
U.S Met several Lao returnees from U.S. 

On the other hand. a Danish expat was telling me 
one of the record employees he uses at a fisheries project is 
an ex-AA!\! employee \1ho spent 16 years in a relocation 
camp and is still ha\ing difficulties with the authorities. 

Have also seen Bruce Cochran a couple of times 
in Bangkok. He's l\Orking in Indonesia and doing ver; 
well it seems. 

\\'c hme some ex-AA\1 Filipino mechanics here 
in 1\igeria. Glad 11e ha\e them. as the; ·re the best here. 
Still 1\ork till the Job is done with a high degree of 
professionalism and no complaints. 

If anyone is going to Laos and interested in maps. 
check out the go1ernmcnt map store near the "arch". Very 
high quality 87-88 edition maps in all scales for whole 
country. They are excellent. Russian produced. 

I'm enclosing a letter I received recently. thought 
it might be of interest. (See below) 

Kou Seying (Thao): My family came to the 
states from Laos in I 976. I was just twelve years old then. 
but had a fond memory of Laos. Air America pilots and 
their planes were the most exciting part of a young boy's 
life in Laos especially if you were from the HMong ethnic 
group. I \\as no exception. When Air America left Laos. 
we missed it terribly. My dream was to someday become a 
pilot myself. I have fulfilled that dream since I 986 when I 
received m: Pri\ate license and went on to instruct for a 
year before I went to the seminary to become a pastor. 
Currently. I am a professor at Concordia University in St. 
Paul \vith special emphasis on training HMong church 
leaders through the development of the II Mong institute. 



Letters Continued: 

Joe Hazen: I ha\ e read \lo.,er"s letter and the 
cirrnmstances do not fit. I also talked \\ ith Paul Ilg last 
~o\emher aml his recollection docs not tit. First Paul's 
parachute \\as mm here near the pickup site as he was 
seYeral hundred : ards a\\ a; from 1\ here he landed. 
Second. Paul did not 11 a\ e to any helicopter. I k was 
hiding 011 the North Slope of a ridge near a burn spot. After 
a tlight of /\[)'s frurn Im ship took out some huts on the 
ridge line\\ Ith 20mm cannon tire. I instructed him b; radio 
to get O\Cr the ridge and a helicopter \\(lllld be \\aiting. lie 
did as I instructed. and atkr tiring a second flare as the tirst 
one \las behrnd the helicopter I I told the helicopter pilot to 
do a 180 and ho\ er). the pilot spotted the second flare and 
got rnto p(1s1tion tu lo\1 er the hoist which had the old stYlc 
horse collar on it !'he collar 11as lm1ered into the _1ungle 
and Paul got into It and 11as raised through the branches 
into the helicopter The helicopter then p;oceeded to LS-
36. 11here l tirst met Paul face to face. l 11 as supposed to 
tl; Paul to l' dorn. but one of t11 o nose11hcels on my~ 
aircrat\. a Caribou. 11 as tlat and so he left on the helicopter 
that picked him up 

The ne\ct time I sa11 him was in Washington. DC 
in \larch (1f 199:1 Paul told me that after he was hoisted 
into the helicopter. the mechanic asked him several times if 
he l\a' hurt. Paul kept saying no and then asked the 
mechanic 11h; he kept a:;king him the same question. The 
mechanic said that \\hen Paul started to come up on the 
hoist. the helicopter banked :;light!; to the right and the 
mechanics automatic rifle slid out of the cabin and dropped 
right dmrn the hoist cable. 

!'here are too man; differences. eYen taking age 
I and thus memor;) rnto account. tn attribute the pickup of 
/\dm. Paul Ilg to Scratch and Luis. l do not doubt that 
Moser and Kanach made the pickup of a downed pilot. I 
feel that if the archiws can be checked that it 11as Joe 
Potter 1\ho 11as picked up. Unfortunate!:;.. Joe and Bill 
McShane are hoth gone and I do not know who else was on 
the T-28 mission that day. 

Dallas G. Wittgenfeld, Current Commander of 
The Elite Purple Heart Parachute Team: The early 

da1\n ·, fog held fast to the S\1amps. Yines and bamboo 
11here 11c \\tTe hiding and 11atching the Viet Cong in his 
m1 n back : ard. \\ c waited for some sound. something that 
1\ould penetrate the silence of the dangerous cat and mouse 
war 11e "the special operations Rangers (Black Berets) and 
Green Berets p la; ed with the enemy. 

I 1\as a 19-:;. ear-old hiding beneath a giant tree 
\\ ith m; l OOft. :\ntenna lost is the fog. The slightest 
squelch from m; radio would alert the Viet Cong enem; 
l111l; a :.otnne·s-thro\1 a\\a;. as 11e 11ere reconing an active 
intersection of t11 o en em:;. supply trails. A (light) Ranger 
I cam·s 11orst nightmare is to be flanked b; the enemy. 
I\ ho knm1,; 11 hen: : ou are. and be out numbered too. with 
IHl\\here to go and in the clutches of certain death. Ihe fofl_ 
had sealed our fate ~ 

The 11 hop. 11 hop. 11 hop of a single helicopter 
blade sudden!; took the disturbing silence of the enemy's 
crunchmg steps on branches towards us to a loud and 
deafening whirh1 ind of leaves and branches which 
sudden!: litied the ground fog 11hich concealed us and was 
mooshed up and a11a;. and then there 11as ";\ Shin: 
Hue; .. slick 11 ith the American Flag :;parkling in the 
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sunshine that it created. It 11as ir a shin; ghost appeared in 
the swamp's fog. Our Commandos let loose 111th 
everything 1ve had and the cnem; laid do\rn tr; mg to figure 
out 11ho 11as shootmg \\ho. In their one moment of 
confusion 1\e boarded the shiny limousine for extraction. 
No 11ounded. no killed. _1ob well done. l didn't call /\1r 
/\menca to help in that mission and sureh thev hadn't been 
briefed by anybody 11 e kno1v oL but the onl; place the; 
could ha\ e landed they did. l had been calling for :\rm: 
assistance continuous!\. but the; \\ere "1\eathered m" 

.-\ k" month,; later I 11 ould be (promoted'.') as a 
lhaiiand Ranger /\d11sor to the Ro; al rhai :\rm: 
Volunteer Force:, Panthers· 01\ On a similar "special 
operation .. \\ e found 20 large en em; under-ground bunkers, 
\\hich had to be a headquarters of some kind. 1\1\ "long 
range" radio call for 20 crater charges fell upon dea·r ears it 
seemed. As a rule. I ne1 er let a Thai soldier on m1 radio. 
but the Thai commander began talking on another combat 
frequency in lhai. m\ concern \1 as. who the hell is Qoin£ 
to listen .to him. then .sudden!:;. to my surprise appeare~d th~ 
"shin:- ghost from the fog" again This time dropping 20 
crater charges. detonation chord and one detonator through 
the top of the Jungle's trees. almost beside me. I got tt1e 
pleasure of hlmving-up the entire underground complex 
with "one-click" of my •\ir America special deliver:;. 

Even in the fall of Saigon the ghost appeared to 

me one last time as I 1vatched our Vietnamese counterparts 
grasping with their arms reaching for the same savior that 
plucked me from the communists deadly route I swelled 
up with pride and patriotism even in the end .. it was the 
last helicopter to freedom I believe the Air America 
"Saigon Hue; .. 1s a patriotic icon of important historical 
significance to men and \vomen of the Vietnam War. 

I have plans to find. resurrect. or replicate that 
Shin; Ghost as a ''<ational Historic Treasure that can be 
flown alongside other Aviation Foundation Military 
Aircraft of the famous Collings Foundatwn. . 

Times are changing and none of us "old secret 
soldiers .. are getting an; : ounger. L.: nfortunately for the 
Air America Assoc. their Veteran comrades think "thev 
don't exist an; more" but nothing is further from the truth. 
Air America is alive and well. Their secret files are 
declassified for the archives. a memorial plaque is erected . 
and a postage stamp proposal is before the stamp 
committee. 

I believe that if the leadership and veteran 
supporters of Air America get involved and can muster 
another few patriotic "special operations" that Air America 
will finally have the "legacy of truth" that it wants to share 

with America. 
I want to be an associate member of Air America 

sol can be the "point man" in that direction. 
Ian Quinn: Just a note to sa: what a great \\eb 

page and that something like this (stamp prn1ect) is long 
OYerdue in recognition of the pilots and other personnel. I 
was flying in Ne11 Guinea & Indonesia in the earl; 70's 
and of course had heard about AA. Even applied for a job 
and got a nice reply back saying my t:\cperience \1 ould be 
useful. but as l was not a l ! S citizen (I'm a Ki\\ i) sorry 
These days l look as Laos from 35000 or so·- it sure looks 
different at that height AA did a great 1ob and it's a pit; 
the media are so badly informed (so what else is ne\\)) 
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Amy Adams & Scott Evans 
Harry & Jessie Aderholt 
Tank & Chris Allen 
Mike & Diane Ammundsen 
Fred & Son Herb Anderson 
Dave & Celilia Ankerberg 
JohitAthan 
Hal & Dang Augustine 
Buzz Baiz 
Frank Balsley 
Cal Bartlett 
Barney Baxter 
Val Bednekoff 
George & Boun Benolken 
Jack Berg 
Bill Bergman 
Harry Bernier 
Burma Berry 
Clarence Beverly 
Bucky Blair 
Jeff Blanchard 
J.C. Bond 
Hank Bour 
Jack Brennan 
Jason & Brenda Broussard 
Vlad Broz 
Greg Burch 
Marius & Vinetra Burke 
John & Son Jeff Burkhart 
Mary Buttero 
John & Dang Carter 
Don Carver & Dora Crabtree 
Al & Lucette Cates 
Paul Certo 
Diane Chester 
Vince & Doris Clarke 
Brownie Coble & Lea Lent 
Bill Coleman 
Rick Comeford 
Dave & Suong Conley 
Roger Cook & Edna Doole 
Mark Cordozo 
Dave & June Crowell 
Fred Cuprenski 
Matt & Marilyn Daddio 
Lee Dammon 
Charlie & Susan Davis 
Arden & Niki Davis 
Bob & Betty Dawson 
Linda Delaney 
Phil Dembitsky 
Ben & Kippi Densley 
Frank DeVito 
William & Carol Dillon 
Virgil & Millie Domino 
Patric & Patrick Dorsey 
Phil & Hien Doyle 
Doug & Ann Dreifus 
Fred Duvall 
Gary Edwards 
Clyde & Mary Ellis 
Ray & Sherry Ferrante 
Dick Ford 

REUNION 1997 ATTENDEES: 
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Terry Fraser 
Larry & Glenda Fraser 
Dick French 
Dan Gamelin 
Gary & Marth Gentz 
Stormy Glindeman 
Ben Gowen 
Mark Grabowski 
Norma & Chuck Green 
John & Audrey Greenway 
Pinky & Son Von Halstead 
Cliff Hamilton 
Rich & Jess Harbeson 
Walfong Harney 
Al Harris 
Liz Hartman 
Joe Hazen 
Ben & Sahn Heathman 
Ted Helmers 
Chuck & Loretta Hilton 
Herman & Angela Hines 
June Hitchman 
Don & Henna Hoehn 
Chuck & Marilyn Hogan 
Don Hopp 
Tom & Diane Hoppe 
Chuck & Marilyn Horton 
Justin & Josh Hotujec 
Jeff & Leigh (Coleman) Hotujec 
Lee Howell & Linda Couch 
Pat & Mel Howrigan 
Jim & Mary Hyder 
Bruce Jachens & Carolyn Jones 
Herman Jackson 
Ray & Sompit Jeffrey 
Luther Johnson 
Bill & Rita Johnson 
Brian & Juliette Johnson 
Tiffany Johnson 
Dick Kaleta 
Mike & Phanh Kandt 
Howard & Julie Kanter 
Gretchen Kauffman 
Duane & Peggy Keele 
Nicole & Erin Keele 
Art & Tam Kenyon 
Jim Kilcullen 
Bob & Nita Kison 
Wayne & Lai Knight 
Jack Knotts 
Bill Korbel 
Al & Mabel Koty 
Fred Kroll 
Ed Leaf 
Ed Leonard 
Dee Lister 
Mark & Marie Livesay 
Joe Lopes 
Terry Luther 
Gil Maxwell 
Jack McCauley 
Betty McCluskey 
Jim "Tiny" McElroy 



Reunion Attendees Continued: 

Jerry & Jean McEntee 
John & Sandi McRainey 
Csaba & Tracey Medves 
James Mehring 
Cami & Rachel Melich 
Han~ & Joanne Melich 
John, Chin & Audrey Melton 
Boyd Mesecher 
Jim Milne 
M/Gen. John & Mary Moench 
Austin Moon 
Jim Moran 
Clyde & Katie Morehouse 
Ed Moreland 
Inez Mulholland 
Jane Mullins 
Bob Murray 
Jack Neiman 
Bob Noble 
Julie Olson 
Larry Owen 
Jim "Mule" & Brenda Parker 
Dan (Son of Happy & Pete) Parker 
Willie Parker 
Jim Parrish & Nina Boyers 
Dave Paulding 
Stan Pelszynski 
Richard & Dotti Pere 
Luke & Dorothy Peters 
Porter Pierce 
Scott Pirkle 
Robin Pirkle 
Debbie Pirkle 
Fred Platt 
Walt & Kim Ranallo 
Katherine Rath 
Tom & Margaret Rath 
Frank Renigar 
Frank & Mayi Reynolds 
Jeed Rhyne 
Bucky Richards 
Glenn & Daisy Riley 
Chuck Rodehaver 
Jim & Mary Roberts 
Rob Roberts 
Polly Rogers 
Eleanor Rogers 
Terry Rogers-Bishop 
Joan Ryan 
Tom Sailer 
Larry Sall 
Fred & Betty Sass 
Hank & Madeline Schiller 
Dawn & Michael Schiller 
Al Schwarz 
Mike Seale 
M/Gen. Richard & JoAnn Secord 
Vern Shelton 
Bill & Patty Sherman 
Rich Shields 
John Shine 
Jack Shirley 
Jim & Pat Shive 
Ray & Linda Shourds 
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Jack & Uyvonda Slager 
Amy Southerland 
Larry & Son, Scott Stadoulis 
John Stallman 
Jerry & Poppy Stemwedel 
Bob Stensloff & Ann Young 
Steve Stevens 
Les Strouse 
Emmet Sullivan 
Chuck Taylor 
Surachai Thatavakorn 
Tom Thompson 
Stan & Chau Thompson 
Jack & Linda Thompson 
Paul Thompson & Guest 
Barbara Trees 
Tom Trowbridge 
Jack Trowbridge 
David Trowbridge 
Jim Trowbridge 
Ruth Trowbridge 
Mark Trowbridge 
Julie Tubbesing 
Terry & Linda Turner 
Ben & Linda Van Etten 
Keith Vasconcellos 
Phil Vaughan 
Stan Waite 
Tina Walcott 
Harold & Pat Wall 
Joe Walters 
Grant Walters & Carol Rennie 
Jesse Walton 
Jake & Barbara Wehrell 
Ray & Janet Weininger 
Bud & Margaret Wienker 
Helen Wight 
Dan & Jean Williams 
DeLeon Wilson 
Glenn & Wanda Woods 
Wayne Wright 
Kelly Zarvas 
Bill & Lois Zeitler 
Jim & Rosemarie Zimmerman 
Tony Zumpano 

CALIFORNIA HERE WE COME 
REUNION 1998 

June 5, 6, 7 

Berkley Marina Marriott - Berkley, CA - (510) 548-7920 
Please call early for room reservations. Remember you can 
always cancel but if you wait too late rooms and rates are 
gone. The Air America rate will be $94.00 per day plus 
tax. As the name implies the resort is right on San 
Francisco Bay. The Banquet rate has not been set but we 
should have the particulars next issue. If flying to the 
reunion either San Francisco or Oakland will do. 
California is a beautiful state and this area has many things 
to see if you want to extend your vacation. JOE MISH will 
be our reunion host for 1998. 



STAMP PROJECT 

Gayle Morrison: We missed Gayle at our 
Florida reunion and do hope she can attend Berkley. Gayle 
sent the letter she wrote to the stamp committee she has 
also left additional copies of the one-page information and 
support message from the log all over the state of 
California, in places where Hmong and Lao congregate. 
Hopefully this will generate even more support. Gayle's 
letter follows: 

"I am a historian and ethnographer who has 
worked with the highland hilltribe people from Laos for the 
past 20 years, in particular with the Hmong people who 
worked under the immediate direction of the U.S. 
Government during the Vietnam War. Because of their 
significant contributions to American interests during 15 
years of war in SEA, almost 100,000 Hmong/Highland 
people from Laos were resettled to the U.S. after their 
country was taken over by a hostile communist government 
in 1975. 

During the course of my work with the Hmong 
and Lao people from Laos, I have learned a great deal 
about their histories, in particular about the "secret war" in 
Laos and the incredible relationship that existed between 
the local populations and the Americans who worked in 
Laos, Most notably, the many pilots and support personnel 
who worked for Air America. Recently, when I asked in 
several communities if there are former soldiers from Laos 
who would like to sign their names in support of an Air 
America Freedom Stamp, there was a remarkable response. 
Everyone I spoke to was happy to have this chance to 
express their great appreciation for the many years of work 
done by Air America in support of both military and 
civilian populations. 

Attached is a list of I 00 signatures of support. 
Many of them wrote down their former military ranks in 
Laos, especially those from the Special Guerrilla Units of 
Military Region 2. It is noteworthy that almost all of the 
signatures are from male heads of households. As heads of 
extended households, these men were signing their names 
not only for themselves but on behalf of their wives, 
children, mothers and fathers, sisters and brothers, aunts 
and uncles, and grandparents - all of whom were directly 
affected by the outstanding work of Air America. As such, 
these I 00 signatures represent a gathering of support from a 
conservative estimate of 1.000 people. 

I urge you to consider the I 00 signatures listed 
herein as the tip of the iceberg, a small fraction of the 
enormous support that former refugees from SEA feel 
toward Air America. These former refugees are now legal 
permanent residents in the U.S. and many of them have 
received naturalized U.S. citizenship, further confirming 
their commitment to the American value of freedom. An 
AIR AMERICA FREEDOM ST AMP would be a 
wonderful tribute to a heroic group of Americans who 
served their country well in duty, while acting as 
ambassadors of goodwill to the many people of SEA. 

(Editors Note: I wish I had the space to list the names 
that Gayle received, but we do not, however, the Air 
America Association would like to thank each and 
everyone of them.) 
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We also missed Judith Porter at the reunion in 
Florida. Judith put together ready-made stamp project 
mail-outs that we had attendees sign on the spot to be 
mailed from our base in Castroville. It was a very 
attractive package and we want to thank Judith for her 
work. 

Leigh (Coleman) Hotujec: Leigh has been very 
active in the Discovery Channel action. In connection with 
her work on support of that project she has garnered some 
extra support for our stamp project. This message was 
recevied from Dave who is with one of the Veteran's 
groups that have been so supportive to her over the past 
few weeks. Dave has taken the time to make a form letter 
out of one of the emails that I sent to make it easier for 
people to "sign and send" in support of the Freedom Stamp 
and the Discovery issue. I was thrilled to get this 
connection because there are 8000+ people on the mailing 
list. 

SICK CALL 

JAMES (PETE) PARKER has been under 
treatment for brain cancer. HAPPY and the family have an 
optimistic outlook for recovery. Their son DANIEL 
attended the reunion and is looking for stories from the 
membership that he hopes to turn into a TV series. This 
will fulfill a promise he made to his dad. Contact the 
Parker's at:  

 
SOMPORN WAL TON wife of JESSE is 

recovering from a heart condition. The condition was 
diagnosed after she collapsed in April. We missed her in 
Florida and hope she will be in California next year. 

FORREST (FOXY) FOILES has been in the 
hospital since May 23. KAY was out shopping for a new 
dress for the reunion and when she returned borne found 
that Foxy had called 911 and was taken to the hospital. He 
had an aneurysm in the stomach, had surgery, and 
according to Kay did not regain consciousness until May 
301

h. When he opened his eyes, she asked him if he knew 
who she was; he nodded his head, which she felt was a 
good sign. At first the doctors gave him a I 0% chance, at 
press time this was raised to 50-50. He was on a respirator 
at last report. 

HANK EDWARDS has been in and out of the 
hospital twice during April and May. Hank is being treated 
in Bangkok for an intestinal blockage. As of press time we 
do not know his current status. This was reported to the log 
from R. E. Eaton. 

ANDY ANDERSEN a former smoke 
jumper, AAM PDO, and pilot on the Porter is now retired 
in Wenatche, WA. He is not doing well after two hip 
replacements due to many smoke jumps in his younger 
years. "Big Andy" can be contacted at  
A.J. (Tony) Durizzi reported this to the log. 

GEN. VANG PAO had a mild stroke in late 
January or early February. His doctor told him he couldn't 
travel for awhile and he went through a series of tests. 
However, he's had a couple of months to recuperate and 
has now been cleared to travel again. He will be heading to 
Minnesota in July for the Hmong Sumrnerfest. 



DISCOVERY CHANNEL 

Leigh Hotujec: Leigh has been very active (with 
the aid of her computer and e-mail). in soliciting support 
against the Discovery Channel for yellow journalism 
toward Air America in their recent documentary, "The 
CIA' s Secret Warriors". Leigh 's letter to Discovery is 
prin~d below along with some of the responses. Some of 
those responses were more great stories about Air America. 

"As the daughter of an Air America pilot who 
lost his life supporting the effort in Laos I must tell you that 
I was very disappointed with the misinformation that was 
related as "fact" in the above referenced documentary 
special aired between 3/31 and 4/2/97. 

Air America was legendary m SEA. 
Unfortunately the rumors, that were started by outsiders 
who had no knowledge of the operation, alleging that the 
company was involved in drug smuggling and other illicit 
activities, have once again been given "credibility" because 
of the reputation that the Discovery Channel has (or 
presenting quality programs. I am amazed that 
management allowed the program to be aired without 
thoroughly researching the material to be presented. 

My father and every other employee of Air 
America and its counterparts ' provided a valuable service 
to this country in the defense of freedom. They confronted 
danger on a daily basis and many of them never returned 
home. For years they have remained unrecognized and 
undecorated by our government due to the nature of the 
mission - and of course, the too often used excuse of 
"plausible deniability". Recently, however, through the 
tremendous efforts of members of the Air America 
Association, we have come closer to realizing one of the 
most powerful statements of recognition for those who 
were involved in the SEA mission with the consideration 
by the United States Postal Service to go forward with a 
commemorative Freedom Stamp. It would be a real 
tragedy if this effort comes to a halt because you have 
allowed an unfair, and untrue portrayal of these gallant 
men. 

My father was with Air America from 1962 until 
his death in 1972. He was killed on an Air America 
mission - flying food and medical supplies, not opium, into 
a village that had been cut off from any other supply routes 
for several weeks. It was well known that these rations 
were urgently needed, according to the crash report, and 
despite the weather conditions and the close proximity of 
hostile ground forces he and his crew attempted to make it 
into the site for the drop along with another plane on the 
same mission He did not come back from that mission. 
But it was his job - it was the job of each and every one of 
the Air America team ... from management, to the pilots and 
their crews, and on down to the maintenance personnel and 
so on. They gave their lives where democracy and freedom 
were being challenged! In the words of Jerry Fink, during 
the dedication of the Air America/Cat memorial wall at the 
McDermott Library (University of Texas at Dallas), "they 
·made the supreme sacrifice serving the cause of freedom", 
while working for the U.S. Government and the CIA, 
which was their ultimate employer. 

I would encourage you to visit the Air America 
web site and the links that are attached. And I encourage 
you to have your reporters/journalists research the files on 
record at the McDermott Library. And then, I would like to 
suggest that you go back on record with a statement, 
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disclaimer, public apology, and a factual documentary on 
the history of Air America and it's employees. Until that 
time this household will refrain from watching what we 
once considered one of the most reputable channels on 
cable today". 

Tom Seybold: I have just recently discovered the 
Air America website and I must say, well done. As a pilot 
who flew for several of the Companies during 65 & 67, the 
CIA story on Discovery frosted me. I offered some months 
ago to Discovery a first rate video guy named Jim 
Lipscomb. Jim did "Carrier, Fortress at Sea" and also 
"African Odyssey" they both won awards. I spoke at 
length with Bill Leary, even meeting him at the 
Smithsonian in DC, as well as Charlie Davis, not to 
mention other who like me are not much for joining things 
but got upset by this shoddy and irresponsible reporting. 

I wrote Discovery and let them know what my 
opinion was of their recent production. I also offered 
constructive ideas on how to do a real live documentary 
"warts and all" there are enough people to contribute and 
enough information to put a true and accurate picture 
together. I know that while like any other cross section of 
the population we had some less than perfect people, but I 
also know that the vast majority were dedicated 
professionals doing their job better than anyone. 

Chuck, "Mountain State Veteran": Thank you 
for your email concerning the Discovery Channel. I will 
include it in my next issue of "MSV". Be sure to visit our 
site at: http://www.svrnweb.com/msveteran. 

J. David Murray, Chairmen POW/MIA 
Committee, New Jersey State Council Vietnam 
Veterans of America: Please send me addresses and 
information so that I can get letters out. The efforts and 
sacrifices of those that served with Air America should not 
be forgotten, and of course not discredited. I have to say 
that I'm not overly surprised at the Discovery Channel 
report. They have always tended toward "political 
correctness". 

Barbara Parsons Rozell: Honor your task. 
hope for success in your endeavor. As the daughter of an 
Army officer we traveled to Laos in 59, returning at the end 
of 60. As the American military wasn 't supposed to be in 
the area during the time we weren't supposed to tell anyone 
where we were going, nor when we returned, where we had 
been. Upon our arrival in Vientiane, aboard Air America I 
might add, my father was greeted at the bottom of the ramp 
by his Russian counterpart, who greeted my father as 
"Welcome Colonel". A month later Radio Hanoi broadcast 
a message, welcome to Laos, Colonel so and so. I believe 
the only people we fooled resided on Capitol Hill 
somewhere. We often flew Air America to and from 
Bangkok, and when I was with the State Department in 
Saigon during the war, ran into a number of pilots in 
Bangkok. We teased them mercilessly about their 
clandestine operations! But, I know, after my time in Laos 
and Vietnam that Air America did do wonderful things for 
the people of Laos, as well as those Americans and other 
nationals who served there often as missionaries and 
healthworkers. I don't recall meeting any Air America 
families. Were they there at that time? My best to you. I 
believe you have an uphill battle. But I support you all the 
way. 




