


FACTS IN BRIEF

AREA: 91,000 square miles (about the
size of the U.K. or the state of Oregon;
about half the size of Metropolitan France)

LOCATION: Southeast Asia - bordered
by Burma, China, North Vietnam, South Viet-
nam, Cambodia, and Thailand .

POPULATION:
CLIMATE ; Tropical with two main

seasons : Dry season (November-April);
Rainy season (May-Qctober) .

LANGUAGES :
RELIGION :

GOVERNMENT: Constitutional Mo-
narchy -~ King, Council of Ministers, Na-
tional Assembly, King's Council .
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS: constitution
Day - May 11, National Day - July 19 ,

Estimated 2,500,6 000 .

Lao and French ,

Buddhism ,

HISTORY

The Kingdom of Laos was once called
Lane Xanyg {(the land of a Million Fle-
phants). It was founded in the 13th century
by descendents of the Thai-Lao people who
had migrated to the Indochinese peninsula
at the time of the Mongol invasion of
South China, Larger than present-day Laos,
the Kingdom was unified by the middle of
the 14th century and experienced 350 years
of prosperity .

During the 18th and 19th centuries l.a0s
was divided into smaller kingdoms and was
generally under the influence of one or
more of her neighbours, In 1893 Laos became
a French protectorate, Under this regime
Laos acquired its present frontiers,

After the Second World war and under
the rnressure of growing nationalism in
Asia, France granted Lans its independence
in 1949, Since this time the Kingdom of
Laos has emerged as a fully independent
and recognized country. [aos was admitted
to full membership in the United Nations
in December 1955 ,

GOVERNMENT

Laos is a constitutional monarchy,
with democratic freedom guaranteed by the
constitution of May 11, 1947 .

King: His Majesty Sri Savang vatthana,
Council of Ministers, The President appoin-
ted by the King, designates the members of
his cabinet and requests the apnroval of
the National Assembly .

National Assembly. Cconsisting of 59
members elected in 1965 for two-year term,
exercises legislative powers,

King’s Council. Composed of 12 members,
6 of_whom are appointed by the King and
f by the National Assembly. The Council
exercises consultative powers and acts,
when necessary, as a sort of Supreme Court,

Local Councils. They are somewhat like
the City Councils in the United States,
they also assist the Governors of the 15
Provinces in an advisory capacity .

RELIGION AND CULTURE

The state religion of Laos is Buddhism,
The 1life of the Lao peasant is organized
around his religion, and the Buddhist Lunar
calendar commands all his activities, and

the priest are for that reason real advi-
SOors .

Buddhism, basically democratic, teaches
universal brotherhood and imposes on its
believers a discipline founded on equality,
friendliness and tolerance, Consequently.
social 1ife has always heen easy and
agreeable .

Ruddhist temples seen in every village,
town and city are proof of Lao devotion
toward religion. Vientiane anca Luang pra-.
hang are known as "Cities of a Thousand
Temples” .
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INTRODUCTION

ition de cette hrochure est de

-voune antrodhyetien a4 la connais-
fans et nfme davantage encore,
de precuyer, a travers cer ipstrument in-
drspen=able & 1'homme moderne qu est devenu
fapiliarive qyuotidienne avec
parmi les plus beaux . des
5o paril les plus syrpathiques que 1'on

ruisse enoore trouver sur la surface du gln

Tous veux qui ont collabore a cette
aiment le Laos, ¢ot leur but a
srr de transmettre cet amour du
differents utilisateurs de cet

CHtTepr i

enda i ¢ est dire que la diffusinn d'un

onvragze ne doit pas 8tre circonscrite
A fronticces méme du Royaume, mais éten-
dine B oraus ros anis du monde entier

L.ex phoiographies qui illustrent cha-
cune dex étapes de 1 année ont été choisies
qui peuvent le mieux evoquer

s

la réalite dn payvs lao, sa diversité en

mbéme temps gue sa rrofonde unité

Sans doute les types humains Jdifferent-
ils selon qu'on examine le citadin de vien-
tiane nu de Savannakhet, et Te rude campa-
gnard arpuartenant & 1'une ou 1l'autre des
minnrit  dites "ethnigues™; sans doute se

sent=nn dérayvsé en passant de la ville de
tuang~Prabing auy paysages de pPakseé, sans
doute encore le Mékong traverse-t-1il, A
travers son long periple le long du pays,

=

une serie de sites fort dissemblables les
uns des autres: fil d'un collier dont les
perles niauraient de commun que leur carac-
tére également précieux .

Neanmoins 1l existe, pour tous ces
aspects, si divers soient-ils, de la reéa-
1ité lantienne. un certain nombre de déno-
minateurs coprmuns : la dJdouceur d'une nature
narfois exubérante mais toujours accueil-
lante, partout & la mesure de 1 homme: une
rhilisophie de la vie, saine,, sans complexe
d aucune sorte, en accord avec le rythme
des saisons; un sens de 1 hospitalité que
ne troublent ni ostentation ni fausse poli-
tesse, mais ¢u'animent au contraire une
gentillesse innée et une notion de 1'al-
truisme qui laisse 1 étranger désarmé de-
vant une telle spontanéite ,

Qu'on médite sur quelques-uns des pages
de cet agenda; que ses illustrations soient
en quelque sorte, pour 1'oeil, pour 1'es-
prit, un repos, un apaisement en face des
multiples occupations d'une semaine du-
rement remplie, Le sourire d'une jeune fil-
le peut illuminer une iournée entieére
1'image d'un "boun" égayer le plus ennu-
veux des rendez-vous, Comment échapner a
de telles snllicitations® C'est une gréice
a laquelle il est vain de vouloir resis-
ter, = c'est celle en tous cas que nous
souhaitons a4 tous ceux qui auront a feuil-
leter et A utiliser cet agenda .



INTRODUCTION

It is hored that this booklet wili
nrovide an introduction to the knowledge
of J.aos and. even more, that through the
calendar portion (an indispensable instru-
ment to modern man) a daily familiarity
will develop with what is among one of the
most beautiful countrysides and most sym-
pathetic people found on this earth .

All those who have contributed to this
enterprise harbor an affection for Laos,
and their aim has been to transmit this
regard to the users of the agenda, This
means that the availability of such a work
should not be limited to the borders of the
Kingdom, but rather be extended to friends
all over the world .

The photographs, illustrating many
events and typical Lao scenes, have been
selected as being among those best capable
of evoking the essence of Laos, her diver-
sity as well as her basic unity .

Types of neople in Laos certain-
1y differ according to whether one
considers the townsman Vien-
tiane and Savannakhet, or the rough
countryman belonging to one or ano-
ther of the so-called "ethnic" mino-
rities , One undoubtedly feels the
change when passing from the city
of Luang Prabang to the rural areas
south of Pakse, As the Mekong River
meanders southward during its long

from

voyage from the north, it passes a
series of sites strung out like pearls on
a necklace .

Nevertheless, there are certain
common denominators for all of these
views, however different, of the
Kingdom of Laos: the gentleness of
the LLao nature, which 1is sometimes
exuberant but always gracious and
human; a nhilosophy of life which is
generally without complexes and is
in accordance with the rhythm of the
seasons, and a sense of hospitality
untroubled by ostentation or false
politeness but, on the contrary,
animated by ap inborn kindness and
a notion of altruism which leaves
the foreigner defenceless before
such spontaneity .

May the reader meditate on the
rages of this calendar, may its il-
lustrations provide a rest for the
eve and mind when facing the
rous tasks of a busy week,
of a young girl can illuminate a who-
le day; the image of a festival can
cheer unr the most boring meeting,
How can one escape such appeals® It
is a grace which would he fruitless
to resist; in any case, it is this
grace which we wish to extend to all
those who will be turning over the
pages of this agenda calendar ,

nume-~
The smile

=



Vientiane , 27 September 1G85

At the request of the President of the Artistic and Cultural
Society of the Mekong, 1 am pleased to dedicate the Lao Agenda
which has now completed its third year and is beginning its fourth.

The success which has greeted the publication of the Jl.ao Agen-
da allows rme to express myself on its essential quolities which
are the beauty and utility of the work, The public has alrecady gi-
ven its judgment ., T hope theretore that the 19668 Agenda will con-
tinne the carrier of its predecessors and will continue to make
known the true picture of the Kingdom of Laos in its diversity and
unity .

P cani

\ >

Prince Souvanna Phouma

Prime Minister, President of the Councit
of Ministers of the Rnyal Government

Vientiane, le 27 Septembre 1965

A Ta demande du President de la Sociéte Artistique et Cultu-
relle du Mékong. je dédicacerai volontiers 1'Agenda du Laos qui
A maintenant trois annces revolues d'existence et commence sa qua-
triome année

l.e sucers quil a accueilli la publication de 1'Agenda du Laos
me disnense de m‘ﬁtondry ses qualites essentielles qui sont 1a
beaute de !'ouvrage ot son utilite, Le public a deja prononcé son
jugement., Je sonhaite denc que 1"Agenda 1966 continue la carriere
de ses nroéddcesseurs et continue a faire connaitre le vrai visage

du Royaume lao dans sa diversitd et son unitée

P e ——

N

Prince Souvanna Phouma

Premier Ministre, Président du Conseil
des Ministres du Gouvernement Royal

























































































































































































































































































































































LAO NATIONAL FLAG

——— G m——

The Flag is red. The Tricephalic Ele-

phant represents the ancient Kingdom divided

in three principalities which have since bheen

unifiecd.  ‘The White Parasol is the symbol of

NMonarcehy.

The

Stairway with five steps

marks the five main principles or five first

commandments of Buddhism which are:

1. Do
2. Do
3. Do
4. Do
5. Do

not
not
not
not

not

kill,

steal,

lie,

covet thy neighbour's wife,

make abuse of liquor,.

Imprimé au Service Géographique National
et Lao Photo Press - Vientiane, Laos






