


FACTS IN BRIEF 

AREA: !'11, 000 square miles (about the 
size of the U.K. or the state of Oregon, 
about half the size of ~•etropolitan France) 

LOCATION: Southeast Asia - bordered 
by Burma, China, North Viet:iam, South Viet­
nam, Cambodia, and Thailand , 

PO PU LA TION : Estimated 2,500,0no. 

CLIMATE: Trorical with two main 
seasons : Dry season <November-Arri 1); 
Rainy season (May-October) • 

LANGUAGES: Lao and French , 

RELIGION: Buddhism • 

GOVERNMENT: constitutional Mo-
narchy - King, Council of Ministers, Na­
tional Assembly, King's Council. 

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS: ronstitution 
Day - May 11, Nat ir>nal Day - July 1 q , 

HISTORY 

The Kingrlom of Laos was once called 
Lane Xan~ (the land of a Million Ele­
phants), It was faun.Jed in the l:lth century 
by descendents of the Thai-Lao peopll• who 
had migrated to the Indochinese peninsula 
at the time of thP ~1ongcil in\·asion of 

South China, Larger than rresent-day Laos. 
the Kingdom was unified by tlle middle of 
the 14th century and experienced J.~n years 
of prosperity , 

During the 18th ancl l!'lth centuries Laos 

was c!ivided into smaller kingdol'lS and was 
generally under the influence of one or 

more of her neighbours, In 1893 Laos became 

a ~rench rrotectorate, Vnder this regime 
Laos acquired its present frontiers, 

After the Second World 'Var and under 
the '.•ressure of growing nationalism in 

Asia, Prance granted Laos its independence 
in 1CJ4q, Since th is time the Kingdom of 
Laos has emerged as a fully independent 
and rPcngnized country. 1.aos was admitted 

to full mer~bershir in the rnited Nations 
in December 1Q~5 , 

GOVERNMENT 

Laos is a con st i tut inn al monarchv 
with democratic freedom guaranteed by tl1~ 
constitution of May 11, 1947 • 

King• His r,JaJesty Sri sarnng vatthana, 
Council of Ministers. The President appoin­

ted by the King, designates the members of 
his cabinet and requests the arproval of 
the National Assembly , 

National Assembly. Consisting of .~CJ 

members elected in 19FJ.5 for two-year term, 
exercises legislative powers, 

King's Council. Composed of 12 members, 
R of.whom are appointed hy the King and 
Fl by the National Assembly, The Council 
exercises consultative powers and acts, 
wllen necessary, as a sort of Supreme Con rt. 

Local Councils. They are somewhat 1 ike 
the City Councils in the Uniter! States, 

they also assist the Governors of the 15 
Provinces in an advisory capacity • 

RELIGION AND CULTURE 

The state religion of Laos is Buddhism, 
The life of the Lao peasant is organized 
aronnd his religion, anr! the Buddhist Lunar 
calendar commands all his act iv it ies, and 
the priest are for that reason real advi­
sors • 

Buddhism, basicallv del"\ocratic. teaches 

universal brotherhood and im!1oses on its 
believers a discirline founded on e~uality, 
frienrll iness and tolerance, Con,;e"1uent l~ 
social life has al~ays been Pasy and 
a;!:reeabl e • 

Ruddhist temples seen in every village, 
town and city are proof of tan devotion 

toward religion, Vientiane and Luang pra-. 

hang are known as "Cities of a Thousand 

Temples" • 
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INTl~OI)UCTION 

1. ~1"·, 1 t, ','J UP CPtte bnichurf' est dl' 

l·!iC> 1 nt rr',d11ct it_'n fl 1a connais-
'(· 11: i <l":-..:.. (~'t r:lt~rtc rla-rantaf:.,(l cr;ccirt· 

r-ie ~-:r( h travvr.s Ct'T iI~::;t runll'nt in-

j i .-' r l 1,y :..:. .! ;.~ ! · :""' j Ill r ~ j 1 f' ,:-: I' l US [)(•a U \ d p S 

p~~~-1·11 1e:-, p1u~ :sy'.'"I1a~hique~ q1;c· l 'on 

Tou.~ L'l-'~lX qni nnt <'r111abnrL 8 CPtte 

1_·11trer\ri~.;c uir;ent le Laos \·t }P11r but a 

'~te d' 1-:..:.:-;~;..,,\ 1': rlr trans1~ett re C'Pt arrn11r du 

~ 1 ) s ~-:: ·,: \ ·· l i r f r- rt-' n t ~ u t i l i ~ d t t' u r s cl e ct' t 

a~:enda; :: e~-: dire quc la dif:usinn d'un 
~ -il 01!\Ta :,\' il!' (loit ras §trp circ,onscrite 

.11:\ fr 1~1nt i(, .. t,~ mflrr:e du P.()yaume, rr:a is Eiten­

,·,·, ?1 : 'Ilk) ri 1:..:. an· is du r10n 1ie ent ier , 

L'°" plllo: '~raphies qui Ulustrent cha­
~itJH, :i,,_~, tst a,,,·s de l · annee 011t ete choisies 

:';J.rrni eel 1 t- :, qni i1euvent le rnicux E?vociuer 

l :t r·?nJ 1 re c!11 J)ays 1ao sa divRrsite en 
rnf>rnf' t C!:i~r'~ q:._:,~ S~l ~Tnfondf' Unit(; 

S0ns '1·.>u:t' Jes ty1ws trnrnains d1ffi>rent­
il:-; sel 1 n1 qu Dn e:xa1.;lIJ(_' le cJ_tadin de Vien­

t ian1' r1u ri·• :c:;:n·:mrrnkhC't. ''t l ,, rude ca111pa­
f:nard a~,,r~:t.:·L enant f1 1 · Uill' ou l 'autre des 
:;.in11rit 1litL·~ 11 r 1 tln~ic,ue;.;.;', suns doutr se 
St•n\-tlil de:·a~o-;p r'!> r·:t,.;,;ant i!f' la \'i] lE' dP 
; uan~-Pruh::nf--. 311:\. pay~~il=.:,tis de Pakse, san.s 

'll·,ute t'Lc·r,r1' 1c ~~Pkong tra\·t:rsu-r-il. :\ 

; nng IH'riiilr• 1(' long du pays, 

urw "erie tl1• sires fort dissemb:ables les 
uri.s de; autrr.·s: fil d'un collier dont les 
rwrlr>s n · aurai,•nt d,• cornmun que leur carac­
t Pre e;:alement 1·r8cieux. 

Nean~1oins tl rxiste rnur tnus ces 
aspects. si din•rs soient-ils. rle la rea­

l ice la, it i«nn0. un certain nombre de rleno-
111.inatE·urs cm:rnuns: J a douceur d' w1e nature 
!'arf,iis exuherante n1ais trntjours accueil­
lante, partout a la rresure de l 'hnrnITie. une 

r>liilisllphi'' dt• la vie·. saine,, sans complexe 
d nucune sort e, en accord avec le rythrne 
des saisoT!s, un sens de 1 hospitalite que 
ne troublent ni ostentation ni fausse poli­
tc:ss0, riais ltu'aninent au contraire une 
genti1Jesse innee et une notion de l 'al­
truisrne qui iaisse l 'etranger desarn.e de­

vant une telle spontaneite 

C(u'on rnetlite sur (jt!Plques-w1s des pages 

tle cet agenda, que ses illustrations soient 
en quelque sorte, pour l 'oeil. pour l' es­

prit, un repDS un apaisernent en face des 
nultir1es occupations d'une semaine du­

rernent rempl ie, Le souri re d 'une j eune fi 1-
1 e peut ill un1 inPr une j ournee ent iere . 

l' image d'un "boun" egayer le plus ennu­

YPUX des rendez-vous, Corirnent echap!'er a 
de te]!Ps snllicitations' C'est une gr§ce 
a laqurlle il est vain de voulnir resis­
ter, - c'est c0Jle en tnus cas que nous 

StlUhaitonS a trlllS CE'UX qui auront a f Puil­
leter et ~ utiliser cet agenda. 



INTRODUCTION 

It is hopPd that this booklet wil; 
;1rovide an intrnduct ion to thP knowledge 
of J~os and even more, that through the 
calendar port ion (an indispensable instru­
ment to modern man) a daily familiarity 
will develop with what is among one of the 
most beautiful countrysides and most sym­
pathetic people found on this earth • 

All those who have contributed to this 
enterrrise haruor an affection for Laos, 
and their aim has been to transmit this 
regard to the users rif thP agenda, This 
n'eans that thR availability of such a worl< 
should not he 1 imited to the borders of the 
Kingdom, but rather be extended to friends 
all o\·er the world • 

The photographs, illustrating many 
evc>nts and typical Lao scenes, have been 
selected as being among those best capable 
of evoking the essence of Laos, her diver­
sity as well as her basic unity 

Types of people in Laos certain­
ly differ according to whether one 
considers the townsman from Vien­
tiane and Savannakhet, or thP rough 
countryrian belonging t0 one or ano 0 

ther of the so-~alled "ethnic" mino­
rities. one undouhterlly feels the 
change when passing from the city 
of Luang rrahang to the rural arPas 
s o u t h o f p a k s e • A s t h e ~l e k on g R i v e r 
meanders southward during its long 

voyage from the north, it passes a 
series of sites strung out like pearls on 
a necklace • 

Nevertheless, there are rertain 
co11n,on denominators for all of these 
views, however different, of the 
Kingdom of Laos: the gentleness of 
the Lao nature, which is sometimes 
exuberant but always gracious and 
hull'an, a philosophy of life which is 
generally without complexes and is 
in accordance with the rhythm of the 
seasons, and a sense of hospitality 
untroubled by ostentation or false 
politeness hut, on the contrary, 
animated by an inhorn kindness and 
a notion of altruism which leaves 
the foreigner defenceless before 
such ~pontancity • 

May the reader rieditate on the 
pages of tLis calendar, m,ay its il~ 

lustrations provide a rest for the 
eye and mind wher facing the nume­
rous tasks of a busy week, The smile 
of a young girl can illuminate a who­
le day the image of a festival can 
cheer up the most boring meeting. 
How can one escape such appeals 0 rt 
is a grace which would he fruitless 
to resist, in any case, it is this 
grace which we wish to extend to all 
those who will be turning over the 
pages of this agenda calendar • 



V i en ti an I' , 2 '7 SI' !' t e rn lJ e r 1 c; G 'i 

:\t tlil' r;;r1uPs1 of thP rresidPnt ()f tl:P Artistic and rult11ral 

,c; r 1 c · i e t y r1 f t l 1 e ~: E' k n n g . I a 111 r' l r> a s P cl t fl rl e d i c a t l' t h P L a () \ g e n r! :1 

w h i c ll h a s 11 11 11 c () 111 JJ l P t r d i t s t h i r d y c ~ a r a n cl i s h e :' i n n i n f, i t s f n u r t ll . 

Th ', s u c · c , · s s 11 h i c Ji h a s :; r P P t er! t ii e !' u b I i c at i r' 11 () r t Ji P J. an Ag en -

rl a :1 l 1 r 111 s !'' 1' t " e x p r C' s s r• y s e l f o n i t s es s ;; n t i a l '! u :1 l i t i E'. s c1· Ii i c Ji 

:ire' th<' lH•auty and utility of the wnrl;, Th<' pulllic has :tlrca•l:; gi­
V<'n its judgrrent. T liopc thc>n~forr• that tl1 1' 101;r Agend:i will c1n1-
t in111' thc> ,~arriPr of it;.; 11rerlecess1irs and '.l'i 11 CC1nl1nue t 11 rialzt> 

1; n , 111 n t ll r t r u P r1 i c t !l r e r if t h e !\ i n g d o rn 'if L a 1 i s i 11 i I :-; r! i \' r' r s i t .\ an 'l 

llll it y 

> 

Pri11c1· Srruvanna !'lir1ur1a 

Pr i T" r' ~: i n i s L r r , !' r us i r! c • n t o f t : 1 c· Coll ll c i 1 

of 11inisters nf' tllf' !Ui.)'al (1r1\'Prnnrent 

A l a d l' "l ~1 ririf' d 11 P n{ s i dell t rl" l ;i. Soc i et " Art is t i q 1l c f' 1. C ll l t il" 

rf ]if' du ~1l;knng j" dl:dicac<'rai \'nlr•11tiers 'Agt>n<la du Lafls qui 
a rn a i n t e 1H1 n t tr o i s an n i: es r l; n i 1 u P s rl ' ex i s ten c.: e e t cu rn 11' C' n c (' s a q 11 a -

t r i Z. '~ <' d n n r• P 

l.l' ;-.;ucci·s qui a accul'i]li. la pub1i.catilln rJ,, l'Ag;Pnda <lll Lans 
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de s es I' r E; cl,; c <' s s '' u rs et c u n t i nu e il fa i re c () 11 n a i t re l l' v r a i. v i. sage 
rlu Royaurnc> 1ao li.tns sa cli\'f'rsiti< et scin u11itf;. 

Prince Snuvanna Phourna 

rrernier Ministre, President du Conseil 
des Ministr0s du Gouvernenwnt Rr1yal 



Sa Majeste le Roi Savang Vatthana 
His Majesty_ King Savang Vatthana 
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The Prime Minister, His Highness 
Prince Souvanna Phouma 

W . S. Boon 



Policewoman in Vientiane 
La garde du code de la route. 
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Contemplation Emile Minh 
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Royal Lao Air Force 
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W. S. Boon 
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Mekong Society Art Show 
Le travail artistique lao 

K~am Plew 
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Wat Xieng Thong, Luong Prabang Emile Minh 



Evening Smoke 
Une bouffee souriante d'un Meo 

Larry Woodson 
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The Net _Emile Minh -
Un pecheur 



Young Art Student 
Lo derniere touche d ' un 1eune peintre 

Charles Dove 
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The Door 
La porte vers la tranquillite d'ame Charles Dove -



Temple Guardian 
Le gardien eternel 

Tom Finnerty 
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Netfishing 
La peche au filet 

Emile Minh 



Royal Procession, Luong Prabang 
Le cortege royal 

Emile Minh 
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MONDAY 

;:lua::in1u 
MARDI 

20 
TUESDAY 

v 

ouwo 
' 

MERCREDI 

21 
WEDNESDAY 

5uwtmvo 

JEUDI 

22 
THURSDAY 

v 

OU~ n 
' VEN DREDI 

23 
FRIDAY 

v ,... 

OU C ~ '1 

SAM EDI 

24 
SATURDAY 

(") 

OlJS'1tnO 

DIMANCliE 

25 
SUNDAY 



The Craftsman Charles Dove 
Le travail minutieux d'un artiste 



Girl Guide Pledge 
Toujours prete pour se rvir 

W. S. Boon 



1967 
- -OU~U 

LUNDI 

26 
MONDAY 

OUS:JO'lU 

MARDI 

27 
TUESDAY 

-OUWC'l , 
MER CREDI 

28 
WEDNESDAY 

::luw:::t:rlo 
JEUDI 

29 
THURSDAY 

::lu::sn , 
VEN DREDI 

30 
FRIDAY 

"' 5u c ::s 'l 
SA MEDI 

31 
SATURDAY 

C"> 

OUS'ltnC'l 

DIMANCHE 

1 
SUNDAY 

DECEMBRE 
JANVIER 

MATIN 

Dtnt5<J 

A PRES-MIDI 

DECEMBER 
JANUARY 

SOIR 

New Year's Day 
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MEMORANDA 



MEMORANDA 



MEMORANDA 



MEMORANDA 
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LAO NATIONAL FLAG 

.... 
Th(' I lag j, red. The Triccphalic I::lr,­

l'hant n·1m·q·11t' the ancient Kingdom divided 

i11 thr('e pri1H-, 1ialit;es which ha\T since been 

Ltllili('(I. The \\'hitc Para\ol j, the symbol of 

\lonarcll\. The Stairway with fi\·c step' 

111:irk' the fi\ (' rnain princi]'l<'S or fi\'f' fir\t 

c 11111111a11clmcnh of BL1ddhi\m which arr: 

1, Do not kill. 

2, Do not steal. 

3, Do not lie. 

4, Do not covet thy neighbour's wife, 

5, Do not make abuse of liquor, 

lmprime au Service Geographique National 
et Lao Photo Press - Vientiane, Laos 
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