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INTRODUCTION

It is the wish of the American Wom-
en’s Club of Lios that this engagement calen-
dar, in addition to its functional use, will in-
crease vour knowledge and appreciation of
the Kingdom of Laos.

Founded in the 13th century as Lane
Xang ( the land of the Million Elephants),
Laos is, today, a country of approximately
91,000 square miles, bounded by Burma,
Cambodia, China, North and South Vietnam,
and Thailand. The population as of 1967 is
an estimated three million people with an
ethnic composition of Lao, Meo, Kha, Thai
Dam, Yao and other minorities.

L.aos is a constitutional monarchy with
democratic freedont gnaranteed by the cons-
titution of Mayv 11, 147, It has been « fully
independent country since 1949 and a mem-
ber of the United Nations since 1955,

His Mazjesty Sri Savang Vatthana, who
presides in the beautiful Royal Capital of
I.uang Prabang, rules through the Counsil
of Ministers, whose, President he appoints
and who, in turn, sclects his Cabinet, sub-
ject to the approval of the National Assem-
bly, and through the King's Council. The
King's Counsil, consisting of twwelve members,

six of whom are appointed by the King and
six by the National Assembly, acts as a con-
sultative bodv and, when necessars, as a Su-
preme Court. The National Assembly, the le-
gislative body, having 59 members who serve
for a two.yvear term. and the Local Councils
which advise the Provincial Governors, are
elected directlv by the people.

A Buddhist country, Laos is esteemed
throughout Southeast Asia for its many fine
temples and the quality of the teaching found
in them. Lao adherence to Buddhist princi-
ples and assimilation of French culture have
produced a people of dignity and cultivation
with a jov in living, Dedicated to improving
life for ull its people by adapting modern
techniques to the needs of the countey, the
traditional wayv of life is still preserved and
native skills and crafts encouraged.

The pictures in this book have been
selected to give as true and varied an im-
pression of this friendly country as possible.
We hope that those of vou who know Laos
will be pleased with the selection and that
those for whom this is truly an introduction
wili  share

to the Ringdem of Laos our

enthusiasi,













































































































































































































































































































































"NATIVE ORCHID OF LAOS -
DENDROBIUM CHRYSOTOXUM”
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