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INTROI)lJCTION 

It is the wi,;!1 of tlw Am<>rican \Vo111-
en's Club of L1os tl1<1t this PngagPnu•nt calen­

dar, in addition to its functional us<>, will in­

crease your kno\\'lt•rlgr and apprPciation of 

the Kingrlo111 of Laos. 

FoundC'd in tlw t:lth century as Lane 

Xang ( thr land of thr :\Iillion Elqih:ints ), 

Laos is, toda~, a country of approximately 

91,000 square mi!Ps, bounded b~· Burma. 

CamLodia, China, North and South \'il'!nam, 

anrl Thailand. The population a~ of HHi7 is 

an estimated three million people \\ ith :rn 

ethnic composition of Lao, :\Jen, Kha, Th:1i 

Dam, Yao and otlwr minoritirs. 

Laos is a constitutional monarchy with 

dt·mocralic freedom guar:rntrrd by tlw rons­

titutio11 of :\Ll\ 11, 1\147. Ji has !Jeen :1 fully 

indPpendent country sine£' 1\149 and a mem­

ber of thP Cnitrd Nations since· J\l5:i. 

His :\fajesty Sri S:l\«1i1g \'atthana, who 

fll'Psides in the brautifuf Royal Capital (1f 

Luang Prabang, rules through the Counsil 

of M_inistrrs, wbos£', PresidPnt ht• appoints 

and who, in t11rn, sclech his Cabinet, snh­

ject to tht· approval of th!' National As'icm­

bly, and througl1 the King's Council. Thr 

King's Ct>unsil, con-,isting uftwd\'t' memb<>rs, 

six of whom are appointed b.v the King and 

six by the National Assrrnhly, :1cts ;1s a eon­

sultati\'P lrndv and, whPn npn·-;sar\, :!'>a Su­

prl'me Court. Tlw Nation:!! As,,emlJJ_1 the le­

gislativt• hod\·, h:1\·ing .'iH 111<'11ilwrs who serve 

for a two.\'t·ar tl'r111. and tlw Local Councils 

which ad\'isP tlw ProYinci;d (io\·ernors, art• 

elected directly by the people. 

A lluddhisl count1·y, Laos is t•stl't'llH'd 

throughout South1·:1st Asia for its 111an~ fine 

!t•111ples and the quality of'tht· lt·;iching found 

in thelll. L:10 ;idlwr!'IH'l' to Buddhist prinri­

pll's a11d :1,,si111iLtlion of French culture have 

produced:: pPoplt- of dignity :ind cultivation 

with a j<>\ in liYing. !lPdicalt'd to improving 

lift' for all i~:, JH'opk by :1dapting n1odt·1·11 

tedlllil[lll'S to tilt• !]('l'ds of the country, !lit• 

traditional \\';l\ of life is still prt'S!'l'\'l'd and 

nati\'l' skills and crafts t•ncmir:1ged. 

ThP pictures in this book ha1·t· bt•t•n 

sdectt'd to give ;1s true :111d \·a1·i,·d an i111-

prt·ssio11 of thb friendly country as possi!Jlt>. 

WP hope that those of you \\'ho know Lao-; 

will I)(' pleast·d with the wlection and th:Jt 

thn<>e for who111 this is tn1l_v an introdudion 

~n tile J\ingdnrn of Laos will share our 

enthusiasm. 
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Sa Majeste le Roi Savang Vatthana 
His Majesty King Savang Vatthana 
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Un Wat a Luang Prabang 

Ursula King 



1969 
OU~U 

LUNDI 

27 
MONDAY 

5ue?n'lu 

MARDI 

28 
TUESDAY 

OUWC'l 
' 

MERCREDl 

29 
WEDNESDAY 

- -OU W ~ lJl C'l 

JEUDI 

30 
THURSDAY 

5u:in • 
VEN DREDI 

31 
FRIDAY 

" OUC~"l 

SA MEDI 

1 
SATURDAY 

- 0 

OU0'ltn0 

DIMANCHE 

2 
SUNDAY 

JANVIER 
FEVRIER 

MATIN 

nuw~ 
1 

A PRES-MIDI 

JANUARY 
FEBRUARY 

SOIR 



FEVRIER 11lJW~ FEBRUARY , 

1969 MATIN APR ES-MIDI SOIR 

v v 

;)U ~ U 

LUNDl 

3 
MONDAY 

5ua?n1u 
MARDl 

4 
TUESDAY 

::>UWC"l , 
MERCREDl 

5 
WEDNESDAY 

v v 

;)UW~IJlO 

JEUDl 

6 
THURSDAY 

5u:sn , 
VEN DREDI 

7 
FRIDAY 

'"' ;:iuc;::i '1 

SA MEDI 

8 
SATURDAY 

0 

;)l.J0'1tfl0 

DIMANCl-IE 

9 
SUNDAY 



Mountain Children at Sam Thong 
Grand frere et grande soeur 

Paul White 
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Fishing in the Rice Paddy 
La Peche au Carrelet 

Douglas Harris 
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Pres de la Nature 
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Preparation pour illl Baci 
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Defrichage avant la construction de la Route 
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Lao New Year Celebration 
La Celebration du Pimay 

Charles Wilding-White 
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Home Weaving 
Tissage Familial 

Wang Nai Tang 
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Grotto at Pak Ou 
Une Grotte a Pak Ou 

Ursula King 
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Quietude 

Wang Nai Tang 
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Morning Offering to the Monks 
Offrande aux Bonzes 
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Meo Costume 
Costume Traditionnel Meo 
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Jeux dans la Rue 
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Coucher de soleil 
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