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FACTS IN BRIEF 
AREA: 91,000 square miles (about the siZe 

of Oregon). 
LOCATION : Southeast Asia, bordered 

by .. China,­
North-Vietnam, Burma, 
Thailand, Cambodia, South­
Vientam. 

POPULATION: 3,000,000. 
CLIMATE : Tropical with two main sea­

sons: Dry season (November­
April). Rainy season (May­
October). 

LANGUAGES: Lao and French. 
RELIGION: Buddhism. 
GOVERNMENT: Constitutional Monarchy, 

King, Council of Minis­
ters, National Assembly, 
King's Council. 

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS: Constitution 
Day-May 11. 

HISTORY 
The Kingdom of Laos was once called 

LANXANG (the Land of a Million Elephants). 
It was founded in the 13th century by Laotian 
descendents of the Thais who migrated to the 
Indochinese peninsula at the time of the 
Mongol invasion of South China. Larger 
than present Laos, the Kingdom was unified 
at the beginning of the 14th century and 
experienced a prosperous era. From the 16th 
to the 18th century Laos played a great role 
in the international life of Southeast Asia. 

In 1893 Laos became a French protec­
torate. Under this regime Laos acquired its 
present frontiers covering an area of 91,000 
square miles with a population estimated at 
3,000,000. 

After the Second World War and under 
the pressure of growing nationalism in Asia, 
France granted Laos its independence in 1949. 
The last step to this was the treaty of Friend­
ship and Association signed in Paris, October 
22, 1953. By this treaty the Kingdom of 
Laos has emerged as a fully independent and 
recognized country. Laos has become a 

member of specialized agencies of the United 
Nations, and has been admitted to full mem­
bership in the United Nations in December, 
1955. 

GOVERNMENT 

Laos is a constitutional monarchy, with 
democratic freedom guaranteed by the 
Constitution of May 11, 1947. 

King: His Majesty Sri Savang Vat­
thana. 

Council of Ministers. The President 
appointed by the King, designates the mem­
bers of his cabinet and requests the approval 
of the National Assembly. 

National Assembly. Consisting of 
59 members elected for a five year term by 
direct universal suffrage, exercises legislative 
powers. 

King's Council. Composed of 12 
members. 6 of whom are appointed by the 
King and 6 by the National Assembly. The 
Council exercises consultative powers and 
acts, when necessary, as a sort of Supreme 
Court. 

Local Councils. They are somewhat 
like the City Councils in the United States; 
they also assist in an advisory capacity the 
Governors of the 15 Provinces. 

RELIGION AND CULTURE 

The state religion of Laos is Buddhism. 
The life of the peasant Laotian is orga­

nized around the religion, and the Buddhist 
calendar (Lunar calendar) commands all his 
activities, and the priests are for that reason 
real advisors. 

Buddhism, basically democratic, tea­
ches universal brotherhood and imposes on 
its believers a discipline founded on equality, 
friendliness and tolerance. Consequently, 
social life has always been easy and agreeable. 

Buddhist temples seen in every village, 
town and city are proof of the Laotian de­
votion toward religion. Vientiane and Luang 
Prabang are known as "Cities of Thousand 
Temples" 
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AGENDA 

Publie par la Societe Internationale du Mekong 
Vientiane • LAOS 



NOTE SUR 

Le Royaume du Laos est nourri par le 

Mekong, dont les affiuents etendent leur 

reseau sur 1' ensemble du pays. Le fleuve est 

a la fois frontiere, principale voie de commu­

nication et element vital pour la production 

du riz. Des vallees d'une etonnante fertilite 

serpentent au milieu des montagnes boisees 

qui couvrent la plus grande partie du 

territoire. Le Laos est sans rival en Asie 

pour la beaute du paysage et ses trois millions 

d'habitants sont parmi les plus accueillants. 

Dans les annees qui viennent de s'ecou­

ler, le Laos, pays du Million d'Elephants, 

n'evoquait a l'exterieur que l'image de la 

guerre, ce qui rend bien mal justice a un pays 

dont le charme a conquis les visiteurs depuis 

trois siecles. Mais avant meme que les recents 

troubles aient commence, le Laos etait peu 

connu, il etait difficile a atteindre et plus 

encore a explorer. 

Cet isolement relatif derriere ses bar­

rieres naturelles de montagnes et de forets a 

cependant valu au Laos de conserver un art 

et des coutumes tres anciennes, et, dans les 

villages de bambous qui parsement la 

montagne, des populations d'une incroyable 

diversite ethnique. 

En fait, le Laos est un pays de villages. 

La capitale elle-meme, Vientiane, bien qu'en 

pleine expansion, n'est qu'une agglomeration 

LE LAOS 

de villages. Il en est de meme pour la capitale 

Royale de Luang -Prabang groupee autour 

d'une multitude de pagodes bouddhiques aux 

portes et fenetres finement sculptees dans le 

bois. 

Le ciel est souvent serein, meme en sai­

son des pluies et la saison seche comporte 

cinq mois ou la temperature est souvent celle 

d'un printemps mediterraneen. La vie est 

rythmee par les saisons. Apres les pluies, et 

une fois terminee la recolte du riz, les fetes 

commencent, 

C'est une brillante parade jalonnee par 

la fete des Eaux, ou entrent en course les 

grandes pirogues, la fete du That Luang en 

Novembre, le joyeux Nouvel An Laotien ou 

personne dans les rues n'echappe a l'arrosage 

traditionnel, et enfin par l'impressionnante 

fete des Fusees en Mai. Les occasions sont 

alors frequentes de voir danser les jeunes filles 

laotiennes dans leur jupe et cha.le de soie 

tisses a la main, que ce soit le populaier 

lamvong ou Ia danse classique que rythme 

un orchestre de xylophones et de gongs ou 

bien le simple khene de bambou, instrument 

specifiquement laotien apparente ala flute de 

Pan. On y est egalement sollicite par un 

etalage appetissant de nourritures exotiques. 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
A la cuisine laotienne dont la reputation n'est e 
pas a faire viennent s'ajouter les menus 

chinois et vietnamien.s et les subtilites heritees 

des Fran~ais. • 
• 



• 
• : Le Laos est un des rares pays.du monde 

ou l'on puisse encore louer un . elephant qui 

est souvent le meilleur moyen. de voyager, 

que ce soit en expedition de chasse ou pour 

visiter les minorites ethniques. Celles-ci sont 

principalement d'origine chinoise au Nord et 

de souche malaise an Sud. 

Avec la paix, les partes du Laos s'ouvri­
ront certainement plus grandes. Les_ commu­
nications vont s'ameliorer, des changements 
se feront dans le sens du progres, mais une 
chose ne changera pas, et c'est ie caractere 
laotien, car sur cette ancienne terre ou les 
traditions sont fierement gardees, le sourire 
est, pourrait-on dire, de rigueur. 

INTRODUCTION TO LAOS 

The Kingdom of Laos is the child of 

the Mekong whose tributaries reach out to 

embrace the whole country. The river is at 

once a frontier, a main highway and the 

source of life for a rice producing economy. 

Valleys of amazing fertility wind through 

the forestclad mountains that cover most of 

the country. For scenic beauty, Laos has no 

rival in Asia and its three million people are 

among the friendliest. 

In recent years, all news from Laos, the 

Land of a Million Elephants, has been of war; 

an image that does little justice to a country 

whose charm has been praised by visitors for 

three centuries. But even before the troubles 

began, Laos was little known, it was hard to 

reach and harder still to explore. 

But this isolation has had its reward, 

for behind the natural barriers of mountain 
and forest have survived ancient customs and 

arts and, in the bamboo villages that dot the 

mountainsides, aboriginal tribes of bewilder­

ing variety. 

Laos is indeed a land of villages. Even 

the capital, Vientiane, although growing fast, 

is little more than a collection of these. It 

is the same with the Royal capital of Luang 

Prabang built around scores of Buddhist 

pagodas with fine wood carvings on their 

doors and windows. 

The wet season in Laos is not all rain, 

and in the dry season of five months it can 

often be as cool as a Mediterranean spring. 

The seasons decide the rhythm of life; when 

the rains end and the rice harvest is in, the 

festivals begin. 

Outstanding in this glittering parade 

are the Water Festival when the giant racing 

pirogues make their appearance, the That 

Luang fair in November, the joyful Buddhist 

New Year celebrations when no one abroad 

can avoid the drenching that custom demands, 

and the dramatic Festival of Rockets in May. 

There are thus many opportunities to see 

Laotian girls, in their homewoven silks, 

dancing the popular lamvong or the classical 



dances to the rhythm of a xylophone and 

gong orchestra or to the bamboo khime, a 

musical instrument found only in Laos and 

related to the Pipes of Pan. Here too is a 

mouth watering array of exotic foods; the Lao 

cuisine itself is notable, and this is supple­

mented by skills learnt from the French and 

the menus of China and Vietnam. 

Laos is one of the few countries in the 

world where you can still bier an elephant, 

often the best means of travel whether on a 

hunting expedition or to visit the tribes. 

These. are mainly of. Chinese orig~n m the 

North and of ancient Malay stock in the 

South. 

With peace, the doors to Laos will cer­

tainly open wider. Communications will be 

improved, progress will come, but one thing 

cannot change : the character of the people. 

For Laos is a country full of smiles, an ancient 

land, and its people are proud of their tradi­

tions. 

La Societe Internationale du Mekong, qui groupe a Vientiane 

des Lao et des personnes de diverses autres nationalites, a pour principal objectif 

d'encourager et de developper les echanges culturels entre le Laos et le reste 

du monde. 

Les concerts, spectacles et expositions qu'elle a organises dans 

le courant des trois dernieres annees lui ont permis de soutenir genereusement les 

associations de bienfaisance locales et de venir en aide a l'Ecole Natasinh, qui est 

le centre National d'opprentissage de danse et de musique Lao. 

Qu'il me soit permis de remercier la Societe Internationale du 

Mekong pour son action desinteressee pendant la difficile .periode que le Laos vient 

de traverser et de feliciter vivement son comite directeur de l'heureuse initiative 

qu'il a eue de faire paraitre cet agenda abondamment illustre. Je suis certain qu'il 

contribuera pour beaucoup a mieux faire connattre le Laos hors de nos frontieres. 

Prince SOUV ANNA PHOUMA 
President du Conseil des Ministres 

• 
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The INTERNATIONAL MEKONG SOCIETY, grouping 
together in Vientiane citizens of Laos and the people of various other nations, has 
as its principal aim, the encouragement and development of cultural relations be­
tween Laos and the rest of the world. 

The concerts, cinema shows and exhibitions organized by the 
Society over the past three years have enabled it to give generous help to local 
welfare organizations and in particular, financial support to the NAT ASINH 
SCHOOL, which is the National centre for the teaching of classical Lao dances 
and music. 

May I be permitted to thank the International Mekong Society 
for its unbiased work during the recent difficult period through which Laos has 
been passing, and to congratulate the managing committee on the fine initiative 
shown in producing this well-illustrated agenda. I am sure that it will contribute 
a lot towards making LAOS better known throughout the world. 

Prince Souvanna Phouma 
Prime Minister 
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Le Bain des Buffies 
Buffalo Bath E. Minh 
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LAO NATIONAL FLAG 

The Flag is red. The Tricephalic Ele­

phant represents the ancient Kingdom divided 

in three principalities which have since been 

unified. The White Parasol is the symbol of 

Monarchy. The Stairway with five steps 

marks the five main principles or five first 

commandments of Buddhism which are: 

1. Do not kill. 

2. Do not steal. 

3. Do not lie. 

4. Do not covet thy neighbor's wife. 

5. Do not make abuse of liquor. 
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