


FACTS IN BRIEF

AREA : 91,000 square miles (about the size

of Oregon).

LOCATION: Southeast Asia, bordered
by @l China, (R
North-Vietnam, Burma,
Thailand, Cambodia, South-
Vientam.

POPULATION: 3,000,000.

CLIMATE : Tropical with two main sea-

sons : Dry season (November-
April). Rainy season (May-
October).

LANGUAGES : Lao and French.

RELIGION: Buddhism.

GOVERNMENT: Constitutional Monarchy,

King, Council of Minis-
ters, National Assembly,
King’s Council.
NATIONAL HOLIDAYS: Constitution
Day—-May 11.

HISTORY

The Kingdom of Laos was once called
LANXANG (the Land of a Million Elephants).
It was founded in the 13th century by Laotian
descendents of the Thais who migrated to the
Indochinese peninsula at the time of the
Mongol invasion of South China. Larger
than present Laos, the Kingdom was unified
at the beginning of the 14th century and
experienced a prosperous era. From the 16th
to the 18th century Laos played a great role
in the international life of Southeast Asia.

In 1893 Laos became a French protec-
torate. Under this regime Laos acquired its
present frontiers covering an area of 91,000
square miles with a population estimated at
3,000,000.

Afier the Second World War and under
the pressure of growing nationalism in Asia,
France granted Laos its independence in 1949,
The last step to this was the treaty of Friend-
ship and Association signed in Paris, October
22, 1953. By this treaty the Kingdom of
Laos has emerged as a fully independent and
recognized country. Laos has become a

member of specialized agencies of the United
Nations, and has been admitted to full mem-
bership in the United Nations in December,
1935.

GOVERNMENT

Laos is a constitutional monarchy, with
democratic freedom guaranteed by the
Constitution of May 11, 1947.

King: His Majesty Sri Savang Vat-
thana.

Council of Ministers. The President
appointed by the King, designates the mem-
bers of his cabinet and requests the approval
of the National Assembly.

National Assembly. Consisting of
59 members elected fora five year term by
direct universal suffrage, exercises legislative
powers.

King’s Council. Composed of 12
members. 6 of whom are appointed by the
King and 6 by the National Assembly. The
Council exercises consultative powers and
acts, when necessary, as a sort of Supreme
Court.

Local Councils. They are somewhat
like the City Councils in the United States;
they also assist in an advisory capacity the
Governors of the 15 Provinces.

RELIGION AND CULTURE

The state religion of Laos is Buddhism.

The life of the peasant Laotian is orga-
nized around the religion, and the Buddhist
calendar (Lunar calendar) commands all his
activities, and the priests are for that reason
real advisors.

Buddhism, basically democratic, tea-
ches universal brotherhood and imposes on
its believers a discipline founded on equality,
friendliness and tolerance. Consequently,
social life has always been easy and agreeable.

Buddhist temples seen in every village,
town and city are proof of the. Laotian de-
votion toward religion. Vientiane and Luang
Prabang are known as “Cities of Thousand
Temples”
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LAO NATIONAL FLAG

The Flag is red. The Tricephalic Ele-
phant represents the ancient Kingdom divided
in three principalities which have since been
unified. The White Parasol is the symbol of
Monarchy. The Stairway with five steps
marks the five main principles or five first

commandments of Buddhism which are :

1. Do not kill.

2. Do not steal.

3. Do not lie.

4. Do not covet thy neighbor’s wife.
5. Do not make abuse of liquor.
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