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& ‘ecision has been taken to make Paris the ''contact point" £:r continuing

discussions between representacives of the twec co niries,

In the Shanghai communique of February 27, it hal been anncunced that '"the
two siles agree that they will sray in contact through various channels,”
an’l the American antd Chinese Ambassadors in the French capital evidently will
begin this nrocess by talking about exchanges in such fields as culture, tech-

nolegy, snorts an? journalism.

Sunmerficially, this may not seem much of an advance bevond the practice of
having Ambassadnrs meet gnoradically in Geneva, Prajgue and Warsaw, as they
for several years.

[
e
(9

Certainly, keeping the discussions confined initially to the ambassadcrial
level in Paris sugpests how far the Unite?! States and China still are fr
re-establishing dinlomatic relations--but President Nix~n himsel® leoreg since
warned that no such breakthrough was te he anticipated as a result £ his
Peking visit.

N> doubt the fact that the Unikte?l States maintains an enbassy on
adheres to its defensive alliance with the Republic »f China limi
bilities for development «f mere direct c:mmunications between Wa
Peking,

1t the American intenti-n to »reserve such existing relationships--incluling
those with Jannn anl the SEATO co'mtries no less than with Taiwan--~has been
asserted explicicly fr-m the First announcemert 7 the Presilent's China trip.
IZ thnat positicn continves to inhibit developmort of cliser Z-rmal Siuc=
Armerican relations, that is simply evidence that American nnlicy is not, as
Secretary of State Rorers has put if, execriing a 130 degree turn,
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LAOS (USINFO)--huring the early morning and afternoon of Saturday, Lao gov-
ernment irregular positicus in the Sam Thong-Long Cheng area were subjected
tc heavy direct assaults by North Vietnamese troops using crew=served weanons
anz heavv rnortar and artillery fire. Several positions are now in enemny
hands, 1In spite ~f thrse losses, goverument troops maintain their presence
in the Sam Thong area, and from incomplete accounts, appear to have suffered
light casualties,

Government -defense positions in the Loag Cheng area, theugh receiving
moderate indirect fire, are still not under attack, It was reported Satur-dny
thai arcillery fire at times prevented use of the Long Cheng airfield. Heavy

rains on the night of March 11-12 apnear to have dampened enemy operations,
a2s military activity dnuring that period was relatively light.

In southern Laos, activity was marked by small unit encounters which
continued snoradically in the general area of the crossroads 21 kilometers

east ~f Pakse on Route 23, but without decisive movement cn either side.

The rest of the country was relatively quie:.



vemen., e is in Damascus LOT 8 wewwwso - p

statce The chief of srafte 18 convalescing at a Syrian constal tcwn. He
repeated charges male by his government Saturlay that 50 ‘L Vemen has neesed
troops on the borler, sent troops over M rrh Yenen territery ont kille! or

wounded scores of pesple in recent months by shelling 2an' bombing.

THE UNITED STATES:

Senatcr Muskie announced Sunday he will so-n Aisclose the sources of all
contributicons to his pclitical campaifne The announcement crmes two lays
besnre the Flerida Presilential primary electirn an? after pregsure frhm other
demccratic canli:lates to 45 so. Senat-y Muskie sail he 7111 Jlisclose his
contributions with the hone that Prosident Nixoen will Zc1llew his lead, Two
weels agn, Senator 1icGc vern became the first lem cratic cantidate to Aiscl-se
cammaign contributings. Mayor Lindsay ~i? s: last week., Two other democratic
caniidates, Senator Hurmbrey and Governor Wallace have ann-unced they £20 will
saen lisclese thelr contributions. One Aemccratic caniilate who nas not lis-
clcsed his contributions is genator Jacksche Jacks.n sail Sunilay he would
comply with the law which states that campaign financing must be disclnse?
herinning April 7.

Gvernor Wallace, in a television interview Sun’ay, predicte? that by
Presidential inauguvraticn time next Janua®y 211 feariean Fvoomo T A



IN THE UN D STATES:

With Senator Vance Hartke's support, Senator Humphrey tonl his Presiden-
tial campaign to Minnesotz while his leading Democratic challengers stumped
across Wisconsin in preparation for the April 4 primary.

Hartke, in withdrawing from the race, said he would devote his full
energies to Humphrey's bid,

The Louis Harric Poll said President MNixon would score a decisive victory
if an election were held now with Humphrey rumning for the Democrats and
Governor Wallace a third party candidate.
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