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Government troops operating east and northeast of the Plain of Jars 
reported a number of explosions in an area where they have mined one of the 
roads used by the North Vietnamese to move supolies to the vicinity of. the 
plain. These Lao units also reported stiffening North Vietnamese reaction in 
this sector. In one action there, Lao troops, supported by airstrikes, killed 
at least forty North Vietnamese soldiers. 

Southwest of the Plain of Jars, the battle for Long Tieng continued with 
both sides fighting for control of Skyline Ridge, a craggy highground over­
looking the Long Tieng valley from the northeast. A few skirmishes took 
place also near the southeastern end of the valley. 

Scattered contacts were reported in the general vicinity of Dong Rene 
in south central Laos, about 50 kilometers east of Savannakhet, but the gen­
eral si t uation in the area remain --- --=--
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LA~S (VSINFO)-~North Vietnamese troops in north cent ral Laos were reported 
Tuesday again threateni ng the Lao military base at Long Tieng , about 28 kilo ­
meters southeast of the Plain of Jars. 

According t o latest reports, government positions on Skyline Ridge over­
l ooking J..one Tieng from the northeast cane under heavy fire and ground assaults 
The situation along the rid8eline was described as fluid . Sharp f i ghting is 
~aid to continue in the area. 

North Vietnamese heavy artillery anrl mortars have been shelling Long 
Tieng pos i tions since Friday night. Simultaneous North Vietnamese shell i ng 
attacks fo llowed by gr ound assaults were l aunched on Lao de f ense lines near 
Sa~ Thong , about 15 kiloueters northwes t of Long Tieng . Governnent t r oops 
were forced t o withdr aw from positions generally north, east and southe(Jst of 
St.lm Thone . They regr ouped on the western slopes of the valley. Among the 
positions lost by Lao t r oops was an artil l ery base. 

Another North Vi etmmese attack was reported in an area about 14 kilo ­
meters east-northeast of Long Tieng . A Nor th Vietnamese f orce es t imated a t 
t wo battalions and snpportecl by mortars, r ocket s , and heavy mnchine guns 
repeatedl y storned government troops, f i nally forcing the Lao t o g i ve ground . 

In sonthern Laos, skirnishes continued along Route 23 in the vicinity of 
the crossroads villnge of Lao Ngam, 21 kilometers east of. Pakse. Farther 
north, Lao t r oops, after occupying the village of Keng Gnao Sunday , captured 
a North Viet namese truck loaded with artillery ammuni t i on, the four t h truck 
t aken in the l :J. st t hre e days. They also discovered a Nor t h Vie t nm,1ese storage 
area and f ound wreckage of two Sovie t -built T-34 t anks previously destroyed by 
Lao a i rplanes. 

Only scattered clashes and occasional shell i ngs were reported f r om other 
regi ons of Lao s. 
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A decision has been taken t o make Paris the "contact point" f or continuing 
discussions between representa t ives o f the two co·m t r i es . 

In the Shani_,;ha i communique of February 27, it had been announced that "the 
two sides as ree tha t they will s t ay in contact through vari ous channels," 
and the American and Chinese Ambassadors in the French capital evidently will 
begin this process by talking about exchanges in such f ields as culture , tech ­
no l ogy, sports and journalism. 

Superficially, this may not seem much o f an advanc;e beyond the practice -'.) f 
having Ambassadors meet sporadically in Geneva , Pra13 ue and Wars aw, as they di d 
f or several years . 

Certainly, keeping the discussions confined initially t o t he amb assadorial 
level i n Paris sug r;ests how far the United States an<l Chinn still are f r om 
re-est ablishing diplomatic relations-- but President Ni x on himsel f l ong since 
warned that no such breakthrough was t o be anticipated as a result o f his 
Peking visit. 

No ctoubt the f act tha t the Uni t ed States T'.laintnins an et'lbassy on Taiwan and 
adheres to its de f ensive alliance with the Rep ub lic of Chinn limited the possi­
bilities f or development of more direct communica t i ons between Washingt on and 
Pekine . 

But the Americnn int ent i on to preserve such exis t ing relationships--includin6 
those with Japan and the SEATO co untries no less than with Ta i wan--has been 
asserted explici t ly f r ,)m the first announcemen t n f the Presiden t 's Chi na trip. 

I f t h:lt position cont i nue s t o inhibit development of closer f or ma l Sino ­
American relations, that i s s i mply evidence that American policy is not, a s 
Secr e tary of Stn t e Ros ers hns put it , execut i n8 n 130 dezree t urn . 

1'h t=1 r'I T'\ .O T"'l-in r- ..-..F t-h o n o T.J r- h rtT"l't"'\ o 1 ~-F l"' r"\ TT'l'n"l, 1T"";,..~ -l--: i'""\.1""1 Q -i n p _.,,...; ~ ~h n11lcl serve the 
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LAOS (USINFO)--During the early morning and afternoon of Saturday, Lao gov­
er!lI!lent irregular positions in the Sam Thong-Long Cheng area were subjected 
to heavy direct assaults by North Vietnamese troops using crew-served weapons 
and heavy mortar and arti llery fire. Several positions are now in enemy 
hands. In spi t e o f those l osses , government troops maintain their presence 
in the Sam Thong area, and from incomplete accounts, appear to have suffered 
light casualties. 

Government defense positions in the Lo~g Cheng area, though receiving 
moderate indirect fire, are still not under attack. It was reported Saturday 
th::it artillery fire at t imes prevented use o f the Long Cheng airfield. Heavy 
rnins on the night of March 11-12 appear t o have dampened enemy operations , 
as military activity during that period was relatively light. 

In southern Laos, activity was marked by small unit encounters which 
continued sporadically in the general area of the crossroads 21 kilometer~ 
east 0f Pakse on Route 23, but without decisive m0vement on either side. 

The rest o f the country was relatively quie t . 



Yemen. .He is in Danascus fo r a "'"-"'~~··o ___ -- _, 
stat e . The chief of s t ate is convalescing at a Syrian coas t al t own. He 
repeated charges made by h i s government Saturday that South Yemen'baa ..,o,;ed 
troops on the bor der, sent troops over N~rth Jemen territory and k illed or 
wo~nded scores o f people in recent months by shelling an ,i bombing . 

THE UNITED STATES: 

Senator Muskie announce-i Sunday he will soon clisclo se the s ources o f all 
contributions t o his political campaign. The announcement c omes two <l ays 
be fore the Florida P.reside-atial primary election and after. pres sure from other 
democratic candidates t o d0 so. Senator Muskie said he ·,~ill J isclose his 
c ontributions with the horie that President Nixon will fo llow hin lead . Two 
weeks ago , Senator McGovern became the first democratic candidate t o disclose 
campaign contributions . Mayor Lindsay di ,.\ s0 last week. Two other democratic 
cl\ndidates, Senator Hu,-npbrey and Governor Wallace, have annl)unced they t oo will 
s ~ disclose their contributions. One democratic can1i date who has not <l is­
closed his contribution s is Senator Jackson. Jacks ,,n said Sunday he wo'l:lld 
comply with the law which states that campaign financing must be disclosed 

beEinning April 7. 
Governor Wallace, in a television interview Sun-lay , predicted thnt by 

Presidential inauguration time nex.t .Tnn11nr" ,,.11 6=
0

.,.;"'""' t-.,. ,.., ,.., _,., •• ~,, i.----



IN THE UNITED STATES : 

With Senator Vance Hartke's support, Senator Humphrey took his Presiden­
tial campaign to Minnesota while his leading Deroocratic challengers stumped 
across Wisconsin in prepa ration for the Apr i l 4 primary. 

Hartke, in withdrawi ng f r om the race, said he would devote hi s fu ll 
energies to Humphrey 's b id . 

The Louis Harris Po l l said Pres i dent Nixon would score a dec isive v i ctory 
if an election were held now with Humphrey running for the Democrats and 
Governor Wa llace a third party cand ida t e. 

Pre sident Nixon n amed former Connnerc e Under Secretary Ro cco Siciliano to 
serve as the on l y busines s representative on the ?ay Board. Tl~ other four 
businGc;S '.'."0:.-:·mben: af th,2 bonr.·d s11,:-.-r.itted the ir resignations" Nixon announced 
l ast w-"e,< h;; 'v8'.'.l:i rc.d·.\~e E..::::::,,.:11 b ,.,s:'..ness r epresentntion on the board to one 
membe:.· £1:~i:<?:.:" fo,.:: l.?.!Jo::· re;_: :,:,~;;(!r,tu·,: ises, includi.r>.g Ge:orge t-:eany, wa l ked of:: 
the bcarci. SicU. iano is p1:e3idc,nt of a Los Anv<i..-~s hold i ng c ompany . 

A Fed"!ral judge acquitted Pakistani scholar Eq_'oal Ahmad o f two charges, 
bu:= refuse -1 to ae!quit Ahm.qd C:.7.d other Har-:tisbt.1::3 SeveP- def~,ndants on the main 
c harge a l lcgi:1 g a kidnap··bor,:b: c!~ ~on, pi?.:'a,:y ngc.i.r.st the g:::, v•,.r,1me:it . But 
J udge R . Di.:xoP. a~rrnan a lso dc0 1,::.(:c'. a uLa,;k ,,~;~ r2.c.1 ti.on f or n jucicm2,1t of acquit tal 
of all the defe~dants , i n add t ~I0u ~o G~µ~=~t!! o~quittal moti.0n i n beha l f o f 
two others . Ih-2 rulings cc:.r;.12 2::; the g:.Jve:n~11m1t and defense p:..·cp~r.e:d f or final 
summeitions. The defense rested i ts case Fridny uithout calling e single wi t ne, s 

Ri c ha:-:-d Ral Jock Davis, 11 care£:'.' dipl0::!k1.t, died o f a heart .'\ttack Sunday 
at s~m J uan ,:tirno:::-t while o n an inspection to1.~r of miss i ons in ti1e C.:iribbean . 
He was 59 years old , 

LAOS (usnrm:,, .. _}!.)-:r t h Viet::rnmese and Pathet Lao soldiers Sc1turdc1y attacked 
anotter r ef~gce vil l cg2 in nn=thern Laos, killing six village defe~ders end 
wour,di.ng focrtr.,l:llc l'hc;: vi l l,,.;_::;cr·s, howev er , managed tu repulse the attackers 
and pro tect the rest of the pcpulction . 

The villr,g€. of Shing Schn , aboi.l:= 35 kilonet:e;:s r.orth of the Pla in o f Jars, 
fel l victim to . the cuL~~n~st at tac~ only ho~rs cftcr the neighboring v illa~e 
of l•hou Ci1r.: w~.s Tl'.id,2.d b~>T r"f0rth Vi etr1t1r1-2s ,=: .'.',nd l:·.:1 thet Lc:o ter:!:"o r ists who rem 
thr,_,,_,gh th<:: l,m.11.st firin8 r.-:,::ke.ts E.~10. smo.11 weapons ic1to ho1..,c2s . Some 20 
houses were burned dovm, 16 civilic:m s were ki lled and ten more were wounded , 

Neither of the two v il leg2s hRs any mi lita~y ins tRllation and , excep~ for 
a small lo~al self de:for.3e fo.::c.e, no government soldiers c1re stationed there . 

USAID . DIS'IRIBUT~'.CN: B&E 



Several sraall unit clashes took place in an area about 30 kilometers 
northeast of Pakse in southern Laos, and in the immediate vicinity of the 
crossroads villaee of Lao Ngam, 21 kilometers east of Pakse. 

A fire of undetermined origin broke out in an ammunition storage area 
near the Lao military installations at Soukhomna, about 80 kilometers south 
of Pakse. The dump exploded and was destroyed. 

SOVIET UNION : 

The Soviet Union launched Venus 8 and said the unmanned spaceship will 
attempt to soft-land scientific equipment on Venus in July , 

The Soviet Union will be ready to sign a limi ted agreemen t on nuclear· 
WGapons curbs with President Nixon at the May 22 Moscow surnrait, Soviet bloc 
sources cited by UPI said . 

BACK IN THE u.s; 

In San Francisc,:) , an nll-white jury f ound two black convicts known ns 
the "Soledad brothers" innocent of nurder charges in a case linked t o that of 
Angela Davis, The two , Fleeta Drumgo and J ohn Clutchette, were charged with 
the murder of n Soledad prison guard two years ago. 

In San J ose, pr0secutor Albert Harris said the State has evidence t o 
prove that Aneela Davis entered a conspiracy to kidnap hostages from a San 
Rafael courtroom and that her action led to the murder of Judge H~ro ld Haley 
on August 7, 1970. I n a~ opening statenent to the jury, Harris said that her 
motive was to free George Jackson and two other "Soledad brothers" now being 
held in San Quentin Prison. 

Trading slowed t o cme of its lowest levels of the year on the New York 
Stock Exchange as prices closed lower. 

Dow J ones Closing Averages: 30 Indus 939.72 off 2.56 
20 Transp 253.96 off 0.96 
15 Utils 112.67 off 0.57 
65 Stocks 323.00 off 1.10 
Volume: 12,180,000 



Meanwhile, communist forces attacked three South Vietnamese positions 
around Saigon's )uter defenses, overwhelmed a district town--Hoai An--in the 
coastal highlands region, and pressed a new offensive in Cambodia to open 
an invasion route along Highway'One into South Vietnam. 

Heavy fighting, including hand-to-hand combat, was reported on Highway 13 
barely 27 miles north of Saigon. There was a smaller attack 13 miles south 
Gf Saigon and a major assault at Dau Tieng, 40 miles northwest of the capital. 

The South Vietnamese command reported 100re than 660 North Vietnamese 
killed in the past 24-hour reporting period, with comparatively light South 
Vietnamese losses. 

Cambodian spokesmen in Phnom Penh reported heavy communist attacks in 
the eastern part of the country concentrated around the provincial capital 
of Svay Rieng, 12 miles from the Vietnamese border. They said the drive 
appeared aimed at opening a new route to funnel supplies into South Vietnam. 

The communists also were reported making an effort to break through at 
Kompong Trach in an effort to open a supply line into the Mekong Delta below 
Saigon. 

UPI quoted military sources as saying that u.s. fighter-bombers were out 
in strength over North Vietnam again but there was no inoediate word on the 
targets. 

North Vietnamese Mig fighters and speed boats attacked u.s. Seventh Fleet . 
warships in the Gulf of Tonkin, and the u.s. command reported that at least 
one Mig was destroyed and two enemy surface ~raft were sunk. 

In Paris, Reuter reported that Stephen Ledogar, spokesman for the u.s. 
telegation to the Vietnam peace talks, was asked about Hanoi's offer to 
resune negotiations April 27 with Politburo member Le Due Tho attending. He 
replied that the North Vietnamese offered nothing in exchange for its proposal. 

LAOS (USINFO)--North Vietnamese troops Tuesday launched etrong attacks against 
Lao government positions near the village of Ban Gnik on the Bolovens Plateau 
in southern Laos and forced government units to abandon their defense lines. 

The North Vietnamese attack began with a heavy artillery and mortar bar­
rage followed by an assault by a strong enemy f orce. Govex-nrnent units sus­
tained moderate casualties in kJ.lled and wounded and had to withdr~ generally 
west of the village. 

USAlD Dl.STRl.BUTI.~: B&E 
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IN WASHINGTON AND AROUND THE NATION : 

Agriculture Secretary Butz predicted that the U.S. eventually will make 
a major sale o f grain and soybeans to Ruasia. In his first news conference 
since returning from trade talks in Moscow last week, he warned, however, that 
the a~reement may depend on a thawing of u.s.-soviet relations. 

The Col!lilerce Departcent reported that the U.S. econor:iy expanded by 
$30.3 billion in the first three months of 1972, but that ioore than half of 
the increase was caused by inflation, It estimated that Gross National Pro­
duct in the first quarter grew 11.8 percent, up from the gr owth of 7.6 percent 
in the last three month~ of 1971. 

The American Society of Newspaper Editors opened its annual three-day 
convention in Washington with an emphasis on China's emerging role, the 
Democratic presidential candidates, and the responsibilities of the news oedia 
in over-all coverage. 

AFL-CIO president George Meany said he no longer believes strikes are 
good tools for organized labor and has appointed a committee t o find an alter­
native weapon to the strike. Said he: "I don't believe they (strikes) mean 
what they did years ago." 

ELSEWHERE;: 

A White House advance party of security men and logistica l specialists 
arrived in Moscow t o beg~n on-scene preparations for President Nixon's USSR 
visit next month. The chief of the Soviet Foreign Ministry's pro t ocol office, 
Boris Kolokolov, led a Soviet welcooing delegation to greet the party. 

The Apollo 16 astronauts have rocketed into orbit o f the moon t o prepare 
f or a fifth American landing describing the view as fant astic. Comnand pilot 
Young was the first t o report that the maneuver had been successful as the 
spacecraft emerged from its connnunications blackout on the lunar backside. 
"It was a super double fantastic burn, 11 he said. "Sweet 16 has arrived ." The 
successful six-minute burn put the spacecraft into an eliptica l orbit climaxing 
a three-day upward j ourney from earth. '':rhis has got to be the neatest way t o 
make a living anyone has ever invented, 11 Young exclaimed as he viewed the 
craggy, desolate surface. After a further checkout including a maneuver to 
place the spacecraft in a lower orbit, the astronauts will begin their six 
days of sc i entific expl orations including the landing on the mountainous lunar 
highlands. After orbiting the uk)On twice the astronauts will again fire their 
r ockets, dropping the spacecraft in an orbit that at its lowest point will be 
only 19 kilometers fron the ~surface. Astronauts Mattingly and Duke will nake 
the lunar descent at 2041 GMr. 


