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NEWS ROUNDUP 

PARIS--The American and Chinese Ambassadors to France met for fifty minutes 
in Paris Monday in the first of a series of periodic contacts between the two 
envoys. U.S. Ambassador Watson described the discussion as warm and friendly 
and he said he looks forward to many fut ure meetings with Peking's Ambassador 
Huang. American of f icials had no comment on the s1•.bject of the discussion, 
but Chinese sources said t hey centered on travel exchanges and trade procedures. 
In Washington, the State Department spokesman said futt1re meetings will be 
held as the situation warrants and probably will not be announced in advance. 
One Paris correspondant notes that various Paris sources suggest thqt the 
French capital was chosen as the site because of its excellent communicat i. ons 
system and General Huang's status as army veteran, a member of the communist 
party's Central Committee and a close ally of Chairman Mao Tse-tung. 

ACROSS THE NATION: 

Ho use GO? leader Gerald Ford accused columnist J ack Anderson of employ­
ing hearsay and gimmickry in his allegations of administration chicanery in 
its alleged antitrust concessions to International Telephon~ and Telegraph. 

"Anderson is to be condemned for dragging the name of the President of 
the United St ates before the Senate Judiciary Committee on the basis of evi­
dence which is so unreliable that it wot,ld be barred from every court of law 
in the nation, 11 Ford asserted. 

Alabama Governor George Wallace continues to be generally regarded by 
poli.tical observers as the undisputed Democrntic front -runner in the Florida 
primnry , with Senators Humphrey and McGovern pre~icting a fourth-place 
finish . 

Boyd F. Douglas, key prosecution witness in the "Harrisburg Seven" 
conspiracy case testified that he lied repeatedly to the defendants in order 
to obtain evidence, but denied that he would lie to convict them . The con­
vict turned FBI informant underwent his fifth day of. cross examination. 

PRINCIPAL ASIAN DEVELOPMENTS: 

U.S. troop strength in South Vie tnam took its biggest drop in six weeks, 
with 5,100 standing down, bringing the total still in the war zone to 114,500. 
President Nixon has imposed a ceiling of 69,000 by May 1. 

South Vietnamese armor and infantry captured t he key communist stronghold 
of Kampong Trach as the four-prong offensive into eastern Cambodia contin1.ied 
into its fourth day. · Some 50,000 South Vietnamese troops, supported by U.S. 
Air Force and Army planes, are involved in the sanctuaries sweep. 

LAOS (USINFO)--Heavy fighting continued this weekend in the Sam Thong nrea 
southwest of the Plain of Jars in north centrc'll Laos and in the southern par t 
of the country , about 20 kilome ters east of Pakse city. 
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New North Vietnamese attacks on government pos:i.tions near Sam Thong startec 
Friday night and continued throughout Saturday nnd Sunday . By la te afternoon 
Saturday government troops were forced to withdraw from their defense outposts 
north, east and southeast of this former refugee village. Among the positions 
abandoned by government units was an artillery support base near Sam Thong. 

About 12 kilometers t o the southeast, the Lao defense base of Long Tieng 
reported sporadically heavy mortar and artillery fire throughout Saturday and 
Sunday. After several weeks of relative calm i n this area , North Vietnamese 
gunners brought back into action their Soviet-built l ong-range 130-oilimeter 
artillery pieces, forcing the closing of the Long Tieng airstrip. 

In southern Laos , North Vietnamese troops kept up their attacks on Lao 
units near the crossroads 1 ,,illage o f Lao Ngam, 21 kilometers east of Pakse. 
A number o f clashes also took place several kilometers north and northeas t o f 
Lao Ngam. Government truops there reocc :.:pied t he villrige o-£ Keng Gnao ne c1r 
the western rim o f the Bolovens Plateau, about 35 kilometers northeast cf 
Pakse and cnpt 11 recl three North Vietnamese trucks l oaded with rockets and 
artillery s he lls. 

Only light sporadic small unit clashes and occasional shellings were 
reported from other regions of Laos . 

Japan I s Justice Ministry hns appr ;:, ved entry into the country f or a 14-
nember North Vie tnrmese economic mission, which is sche du led to nake a 40-day 
visit. 

Carabodian Marshall Lon Nol declared himself President in a nationwide 
radio broadcast Monday and outlined plans f or a new government. Earlier he 
t o ld newsmen he was assur.1ing supreme power in the country, because i n his 
words, security was n0t go0d enough. In the broadcast the Marshall said he 
will preside over a cr. uncil of ministers and run the Camhndian armed forces 
a s commc:mder in chie f . Yet to be naraed in the n e\·J governr.1ent are vice presi­
dent ancl the prime minister, who will coordinate the work of the cabine t . 
There is no wor d s o ~ar on a possible official role for fo rmer premier de le­
gate Sirik Mni:ak . Stwi ent militants have deman .-Jed that Sirik be removed 
from offi ce . 

Nearly 2,000 women mnrched through the streets of Laho re, Pakistan , in 
mourning for twelve Pnkistani soldiers killed in nn Indian prisoner o f war 
camp last Tuesday during a-;.1 attempted mass brea'.~ou t. 

The People's Republic of Chinn and Great Britain have ngreecl t :i Ambas­
sadnrial exchange , informed British s ources t o l d Reuter. Although Britain 
recognized the Peking regirae in J nnuary , 1950 , their diplor,mtic exchnnge has 
been at the charge d'affaires level. 

EUROPEAN HAPPENINGS: 

A British navy officer has been sentence ri t ,, 21 years in pris0n f or 
selling secrets to the Soviet Union; mostly t o get out c f debt . The informa ­
tion he passed on, largely about ship m'.)vements and allied mane uvers, "had a 
value t o a pot ent ial enemy almost beyond ?rice," the U,K . attorney-general 
said. Sub-Lieut enant David Bingham, a t orpedo expert, was paid s or.1e 2, 300 
pounds sterling over an 18-month period . 

Switzerland annov.nced its intention rJ f sign ing the bio l ogical weapons 
convention approved by the 1971 U.N. General Assenbly . The agreement is ex­
pected t o be signe1 in Washington , London and Moscow in the nenr future , nn ·i 
the Swiss anbassa ,fors in thos e capitals wi 11 be ac:thorized t o s ign. 


