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UNITED STATES AID 111ss1O:~ TO LAOS 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM DATE: October 9 0 1973 

TO 

FROM 

Mr. Charles A. Man110 Director 

Norman. -..,v. Greenv Chief, Ecucation Division. 

SUBJEC~~: Education Division Mtlnthly R ~port~ September~ 1973 

New Schc,ol Year 

Secondary and Teacher Training Schools )pened on October I for the new 
school ye,ar. 11Openings 11 and items of sp 3cial interest are listed below< 
To clarify the various programs~ you mar wish to refer to the dia.gram of 
the Lao school system attached to this re >Ort. 

1. The Fa Ngum School in Pakse ope.1ed on BcheduleR admitting its 
first class of about 100 Seventh G~ aders The contractor was 
e~::tremely cooperative in getting the first two buildings ready on 
time in spite of the unavailability >f some GFM materials. 

2. Th.e two,~year "Sam Thong" teache;:- trair..ing school fo!' Xieng 
Kb.ouang is now i11 place at Ban Na Moh (Site 207)p having been 
rE,located last month from its refu;ee quarters in Vientian':!. It 
wlll take another month or so befot·e all the fur11iture and other 
ma.te:r.ials are on hand but the schcol will be in full operati )n sootio 

lo T:1e Vientiane Norrnal School at Dong Dok now covers the full 
St!ven years of the secondary level. Grades 11~ l2p and l.i were 
ac,ded to its program by transferring these grades (including the 
Er1glish Section) out of the .ESP., 'l'he lat':er school now hae only 
the four years of higher education, establishing it as a truu CoJ.leg<3 
of Education within Sisavang Vong University. 

4. Four additional secondary schools in Laoo have joined the 
Vientiane Lycee in offering a comr lete s~ i.l'en-year high school 
program up to Grade 130 The Fa Ngum School in Vienl:ian~ now 
has its first class of about 50 students in Grade 13c In adclitionJ) 
the Lycees in SavannakhetD Pakse , and Luang Prabang have been 
authol'ized to give Grade 13 (ClasEe Terrninale) . In pi-ior years~ 
students from these lycees had to transfe~ to Vientiane for their 
final year of school. 
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5. The Khongsedone College moved out of its refugee quarters in 
:?akse and 1·eturned to Vlapikhamlhong. 

Refugee Schools 

One ele1nenta.ry school has been reopene:l in Long Tieng with an ,3nrolbnunt 
of about 500 students~ Other recently ef. tablished tempnary c:la ;sroorns 
for refu.~ees include the following: Thak:1ek area = 12;; Na Nhao = 4 (for 
Meo fro·n Phou Khao Khouei); Houei De 1a and Nam Che1'lg (along the roa::l 
currently under construction at Km .• 52) Vang Monh 0 with support from 
World Vision and the Houa Pha11. Studentf Association. 

Houei Sc:.i Schools = Teacher Shortage 

In the Hluei Sai area;, a report by Larry Vloodiwn indicates that t:welve 
existing classrooms in nine la-cations a1 e not being used. becaus~ teacheJ·s 
have not been assigned. No addition.al q1i.alified teachers are available and 
the School Inspector i.n Houei Sai says he does 'lot wa.nt CREC tea cherso 
Ministry officials in Vientiane are awan of the si.tuation and hav,~ said they 
will see:c additional positions for CREC {eachers for Houei Sai..if the PSI 
request[, them. -

For the moment we are at an im!)asse wltich seems to lead to twc possible 
courses of action: (1) USAID could xefuse to assist with the construction 
of any rrLore classrooms in Houei Sai unt .1 the vacant rooms are t;taffed; 
(2) if thE villagers themselves a.re willin 5 to accept CREC teachersj) th·~ 
local 0£ficiaJ.s 0 the Chao Khoueng 0 and tbe Delegates to the Asser:1.bly 
should exert pressure on the PSI to requ~st the l'equired number of CREC 
position.1 for the vacant classrooms and ·or any additional classrooms 
planned for consti·uction this year. 

Sixth Gra.de Final Examh1ation Results ~ June~. 973 

Attached to this report is a table prepared by Lee Engler showing the 
results 1>f last June's final ("CEP"} exa.n. for s:,xth grade studentu in eacl:. 
school inspector's district. Out of 179 12 3 appli~antsD 12 0 454 paHsedj) fo;~ 
a nation.~l average of 73 percent. Of the numbE·;· passingl) 9 9 667 ,tttended 
public schools and 19 049 attended privatE schools during the 19'72~ 73 school 
year. In additionp 566 other persons not enrolled in any school last year 
also passed the exam. 
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ln=Servit:e Training 

Plans are being rnade for the annual conf.~rence of Primary Schoel 
InspectOl'.S 9 which is to be held January l 4~-24 in Paksa11e~ USAIIl 
participation in the conference will be so;n.ewhat less than that: of previciui. 
years. 

AttachmHnt 3 to this report is a sumrn.ar> of in= country training F rogram:; 
held during FY 73 for personnel in the el,~menta1·y education program. The 
table shews the number of trainees for e2 ch activity from each school 
district. The total number of trainees w,~s 949, 

A two=Wt!ek workshop fo:r social studies teachen; in Fa Ngum Schools wae 
held last month in Vientianeo The semi.na:r emphasized the materials and 
objectives of the social studies curriculu:n in :;hi,; first cydep Grades 7=10o 

School Ir.:iprovement Project_!l 

Summer work projects to imp1·ove the bu: ldings and ca1npuaes of ;he tez ch.er 
training schools have been com.pletedo 1 50 students and 8 superv_sors :ouk 
part in the projectso To continue school lmprovement aci:ivii:ies during tl:.e 
school yoarp eight Activity Proposals ha,·e been approved .,= one for ea,,::h 
campus <,= specifying the work that will be carried out during the next nine 
monthso 

The Pakue ENI is a good example of the uork a,;complished under the 
Teacher Training maintenance programo Drair..e,ge around the bu~ldings l:.as 
been provided so swampy conditions no le nger Ecxist in the lower part of the 
campus. City water has been connected and the·re is now a reliable supply 
of potable water. The toilet rooms h..."..l.ve oeen rehabilitated. Louver 
devic~ s h.a ve been replaced with wooden r:. butter a. Furniture is in the 
proceas of being repaired; painting of the buildings remains to be done. 
Cleani-up work on the campus is in progrBss and tre students are ·leing 
requited to assist with maintaining the bdlding:.; and groW1ds. A 
maintenance man fro1n the school has jus; comfleted four weeks t,f trail~i.ng 
in various skills in Vientiane. The new drector of the school is r:aking a 
strong interest in the appearance and car3 of the facilities. Through the 
good work of Jim Col-manr Tom Liston and all ethers conce:rnedD we hope 
tha.t one .Jf the schools J..n weakest condition will now be able to take care 
of itself. 
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Other Di>nors = Participation in Regional Programs 

Particip3.tion by Ministry of Education pH·sonnel in regional seminars a.nd 
other programs continues to grow. The following are some of the recent 
activities being attended: 

= Six: persons are attendi.ng a three=. nonth ccmrse at the INNOTECH 
center in Saigon in programmed m1.teria:. u for elementary 3chools~ 

= One person is attending a two ,mon th serrtinar on book prod.1ction 
in Tokyo; 

= O.ne person ie attending a seminar on Pri n'la.ry School Teaching in 
A11ia 11 also being held in Tokyo; 

= Two persons are attending a RECSA..M course in Penang on the 
p!'oduction of apparatus for teachirg scie.nce and mathemat: cs ;, 

= One person is attending a nine ~- month course at th£ East .\Vest 
CE1nter in Hawaii on the prepara.tio:1. of teaching materials for 
Euglish language i.nstruction (USAID bou,ght the :rou.nd=trip dcket 
and paid ten percent of the costs fer this program); 

= Two persons are attending a t"WO = 'I,'\ eek UNESCO conference on 
literacy0 being held in Khonkhaenp Tlw.ifoud. 

Complet:.on of the AACTE Contract 

Dr. Lawrence Levyp Higher Education Alvisor under contract with the 
American Association of Colleges for Te,lchei· :Education9 depart,~d post 
this month at the end cf his two ·~ year con :ract. Dr. Levy has lefl: us with 
a great amount of materials related to th3 future development of the 
College i>f Education (ESP). This material will "oe available soon in the 
form of a. compilation of Dr. Levy's papers. A final evaluation report 
will also be prepared. 
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Personnel 

Mrs. E:lsie Itoj) the Educatio.n Division 3ecreta.ry for the past frre yearsp 
departE,d post last month. She has been replaced by her assistarJ.tp Mrs" 
Malisoae Vongsouthi. Mrs. Malisone v'as in turn replaced by Mrs. Cha.nh 
Saycoc:.e. 

Miss Dorothy Heieiep Home Econorr1ics Advisor with the Hawaii Team lt3fi: 
for hom.e leave September 16. 

Mr. Y;.ng Herv assistant to Mr. Woods :m for the refugee school. progra::n, 
resignErd at the end of the month in orde i- to r~!tu:rn to school. 

Report:lng Units: School Maintenance a11d Supply Advisor 
Tea.che1· Training 
Secondary Educatio11 
Community Education 

Attach1nents: {l) Diagram of Lao Schoel System. 
(2) Sixth Grade F:i.nal Exan1ination Results "' Jun.e 1973 
(3) CE In°,Service Training = FY 73 
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