
May .3, 1973 

TO 

FROM 

SUBJF.CT 

: Mro Norman \t.., Gr~~hiet, Education Division 

: Thomes Ao Liet~tenance Advisor 

: Monthly Report - April 197.3 

Problu1s: 

Aa Tt-.e requirement to "Buy America" is still 
C1"8&ting problems for Education conetructimo 
Roofing sheets tor the curriculum. center at 
the Fa Ngum School, Vientiane snd the second 
classroom building and the auditorium at the 
Fa Ngum School, Luang Prebang are not available., 
T1'1e contractor of the curriculum center hss 
notified USAJD that a charge of US $35.00 a day 
will be made vhil.e waiting tor GoFoMo items that 
are not available" This looks to be a continuing 
pl'oblem es SMD is not able to keep sufficient 
ccnstruction materials on hand to take care of 
all construction projectso This contractor 
presented a list of 15 it-ems which were not 
a,-ailable to him., Howe•er, with the help or SJi1D 
it, vaa l'()&aible to !ind substitutes for 13 of the 
1 ~ items; this is a stop gap measm·e and does not 
take care of the problem ot inadequate quantities 
of material on hand to c01r,plete planned and funded 
pr-ojectso 

Bo A request to PWD for a drainage plen for the FNI 
ce~ at Pakse was made t'&Brch 20, 1973., There 
has been no respond to this requesto Thie 
information is needed in order to get work 
underway prior· to the rainy- season., It was hoped 
that this might be completed before school is 
closed for this 7earo 

C., The well drilling rig has still not been made 
availeble tor drilling a beck-up well at the 
Teacher Training College, Dong Doko The well 
drilling section of PWD first stated thst this 
mschine would be available 1n February 197.30 
For various reasons this hse been delayed" The 
present well 11!1 pumping at about orafourth or 
the estimated daily requirem.ento Thia well hes 
also been operating one month longer than any 
other bas pumped without failingo There may be 
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a criticel wster shortege any hour. 

D. ·rbett of property frcm the cempus at Dong Dok 
bas became quite a problemo This is especially 
t.rue of copper wire used for electric tranamission(I 
The electric line to the last well that went out 
vaa taken end on the night of Kay 1st the line from 
the English Section to the main gate guard house 
~88 removedo 

Eo Distribution ot the Fa Ngum Lao language textbooks 
his still not been resolvedo Yven though the 
director of secondary education h8s approved the 
distribution to the F.NI schools there hes no 
letter or other trsnmnission to Mro Done Phommachak 
authorizing him to release these textbookso This 
situation has e1isted since Janwiry of this year o 

storey 
F ~ The roof of the 3-tscience laboratory, at the 'F.NI 

School, Lueng Praba.ng, although alreedy repaired, 
looks es· it this seEt son° s monsoon will still find 
its ~sy through a few cold joints~ As picture N1 
shows the cold joint has caused a crack in the 
uatic adjacent to the area repaired bs yesr" 
Picture j2 shows the tend.ency of the msstic used to 
aotten with the hest due to an inadequate covering 
of reflecting ma terio l ( see picture ; 3 also) o One 
of the roof hatches appears to have inadequate 
fl.ashing ( picture 64) • · 
Attached is a memo written last ye~r by Mro Co Keur 
regarding the lee.ky roof. Unless further repairs 
are made, this memo may be equally valid in Auguat~ 
19730 
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Io work hes almost been completed on developnent of a tablet arm chair 
tor the Fa Ngum. Schoolso The Vientiane Technicel School wrked from 
a design developed by Mr,, Rant.ala and myeell o This chair has bf-en 
presented to the Director of Fa Ngum School, Vientiane and his staff 
tor approwal, several changes 1'1ere sugrested.. The chair has been 
retumed to the Vientiane Technical School for the changes and a cost 
estillateo 

IIo The new 1'1ell at the Fa Ngum Sc~ol, Vientiane was ccmpletedo However, 
due to an excessive salt content or the water when first pumped this 
well will not be utiliBed at this timeo It has been S\18i"eBted by Mr,, 
Fry that we wait until the rainy season end then re-test for the salt 
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content of the- watero There sre plans for a ground level tank 
to be built to store water tran the city system and the existing 
producing wello However, PWD is going to measure the quantity of 
water available from these two sources before the tank size can 
be determinedo This tank when completed should help releave the 
shortage of water at this institutiona 

IIIo The moditication of the drainafe s~stem for ell three donnitoriee 
at the F.NI school Lusng i>rabeng was completed. during thie. reporting 
periodo All beth, laundry and wash water has been divirt-ed trcm the 
septic tank eystemo This bas proved ver,r satisfactory es the septic 
tanks are functioning as they should o This work ws s accanplished by 
Mro Bountbanh, Mro Frank Welsh the staff and students of the li'NI 
schoolo The original estimate to solve. this problem was approximately 
12 to 15 thousand dolla11, This work wes acc0111plished et a cost of 
three hundred dollars utilizing student and staff labor o 

The fence poet Dnd barbe wire tor 2,200 feet ot fence at the ~NI 
school Luang Prabang have been installed.a About half of the 
chainlink fence has been inatalled.o Chainlink is out of stock at 
SMD; otherwise, this project would have been canpletedo A new 
supply of this material is expected in late Mey- or early June., 
This fence is coating about one dollar a foot to install. 

Vo 'ftle interior fencing of the campus at Dong Dok was complf?ted during 
this reporting pericxio However, the first weekend after this work was 
ccmpleted an unidentified American cut the wire so the~ he could 
park his car near the number one 'r.9e on the golf course; this was 
done even though there is a paved perking area within welkine: 
distanceo 
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