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The La.o MIA1etry of National Education recently iasued a significant 7 
Miniaterlal Order pertaining to ed1.1C&ti0.t1 for minority gro&1ps in Laos. 
The purpose of the Ministerial Order (see Attachment A) ls to make 
more places available for etudenta from ethnic minorities in tl,e seven 
two .. year normal eeboola in Lao• where teachers for grades 1 -~ 3 in 
village schools are trained. 

By eacou:raglna the• e students to enter the normal schools, the Mlnlatry 
will produce more teachers who will be willing, aad better stilted, to 
live and work la the r1.1ral llplands bere moat of the minority -1:rou.ps 
are located. The Order is directed particularly towards the e:.maller 
hill t:rlbe• which only lately have developed interest la edllcatiunal 
proarameQ 

Tu Mlnl.eterial Order does not tndlcate the adaption of a new t,d'1caticm.al 
principle iJl Laos bu.t it ia slanUlcant a.s a conaete step towards the izn...,_ 
pleme-ntatlm ol an eatabllahed goal to make educatimi available to all 
cbildren 1n the Khlgdom. The 1962 Ed11c&tlon Reform Act calla for "a 
real equality of ac:ce•• to education. " Article 3 of the Act atates, 
"E4'1c&tl ti at the eerrice of the whole La.o comm.Wlity. It ir. not 
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made to perpetuate prlYllegaa,, but on tho CO:!ltrary its natio.oal role uW be to let 
the moat talented cldldren. whatever their extraction,, acquireq through their 
ed.Dcatlaa0 poaltloA• of responsibility whlcb ih.ey ca.a beat fulfill for the develop ... 
meat of the cowitry. •• · 
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(U.noffldal Tran• latioa) 

MINISTElUA.L ORDER NO. 27/ED 

To eolve the problem of se.ndlAg teacher• O\\t to teach in etludc mhlo:~ity vlltageS 9 

the Mlalatry eatabli•hed tbie order lo facllltate entrance of atu*t• from. ethnic 
rmaority 1roa.ps lato two,;,year normal schools. This order le a.cldre 11sed to, 

1.., Primag Scbool Inspector• 

Make a ll1l of aeudenta from minority ,1roup• who requet to take the 
entnnce teats make recomrne.ndatlona crmcerning eacba and tell how 
many spectal teac:hera you need for mi.Dority groap childreaa rSead 
tbl• lnformattoa to the normal school iA you area. 

2., :Rlr•ctor• of Normal Schoob 

a. Two-year aermal 1choola1 

The S..mlnatlOA Committee will make a Hat of the m.lnorlty etl.lde.nts" 
organize tbem into groapa for teeting0 and accept for enb."an.c:e a per .. 
ceataae eqalvalent to the percentage paaslng amoag regahu· stu.cle.llts. 

b. FO'IU'•P&2' A01"m&1 ec:hoo111 

At preeeat there la ·no aareemeat. on special pron• lOJMJJ bo,nver ym,. 
ahoald help tnlnorltr etude!lt.l wllo take examlaatloasa In any way you 
can. To acble,_.. &Ile objectl•• of the Mlnlatry of EchacaU.oao tb.e pe:r. 
aoo. reapoulble, lo. tile achoo~ for minority groop etudents ahoald 
take epedt-1 •re of them by tllto1'ln&., . gGidaAc•o &Ad eacou:ragemw: 
la retun tu epect.al a..salataace to tbem~ tbe atwlent• •hota:~d •laA a 
CIOllh"ad that they wW teaclt. la their own vlllal•o or la the areao 
&ftel- .a., Uft beea tratned. 

ThOM coaouud rnut carry oat tb.e•• lutrudlou beilnnlDI wltb utraaca tests 
glftll at tlMt ad of tile 19?Z.T3 school ••••ion. 
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