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UNITED STATES AID MISSION TO LAOS 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM February 1Z 9 l 973 

Mro Charles A. Mannp Director TO 

FROM : Norman Wo Gre.e.n 0 Chiefp Edt1cation Division 

SUBJECT: Education Division Monthly Report9 January9 1973 

Primary School Inspectors• Conference 

The 15th Annual Primary School Inspectcrs' Con.ference was held in Phone 
Hong~ January lScZSo Curriculum devebpment in science {see remarks 
below) aud in the "youth movement11 program was given priority a.ttentiono 
The objectives and course outUnes for tht3 youth movement program pre­
sented b:r the committee chairman were reviewed by the group but were 
returned for farther work by a new committee which was charged with 
improvirlg instructional content and with giving greater emphasis to the 
developn1ent of proper attitudes in young peopled 

Mr. Kharntanh Chanta.la 9 Deputy Director Ge.neral 11 spoke to the conference 
on the subject of education for minority groups. A summary of his remar.ks 
has been distributed to interested persons. Among other things 0 he stated 
that he would ask the Director of Teacher Training to study the problems 
and maku proposals to increase and improve educational opportunities for 
minority groups. 

Other ag.:~nda topics included test results on Secondary E:iucation entrance 
examinationap the extension of teacher training programs for Lac language 
teachers, traffic safety education progra1ns for elementary schools 0 and 
problem, of the Te~cher1' As,octationc A complete report of the coAference 
is being 1:>repared by the CE staff. 

ENI Directors' Conference 

Teacher Training adminietratore aleo met laat month for their annual 
coDference,. which was held ln Luang Prabang. A major topic of 1:he 
conference was a dhcu1alon of plans for extending normal school instruction 
f~r three additional years to Grade l 3o It i8 planned to begln tbfe program at 
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the Vientiane ENI in 1973-7 4 0 with the other major ENis to follow in 8\lbsequent 
years. Problems of practice teachJ.ng programs 0 instructional materiale 9 

instructil)n in Lao and other matters were also reviewed. 

Science Jnstruction 

A• noted above" one of the principal activities at the PSI conference was to 
review tLe elementary science curriculum. Objectives were established0 

couse 011tllnea for Grades 1-3 were completed and some sample lesson 
plane we~~• produced for llla.stratlve purposes. The curriculum 'A'Orki, which 
actually began several months agop will continue 0 leading to the revision of 
textbook£ when necessary and to training courses for teachers to help imple­
ment the new concepts. 

At the same tlme 0 work to improve science instruction in the normal schools 
was start:ed at a science seminar held in Luang Prabang concurrently with 
the ENI Directors' Conference. It was recognized that the trainui.g program 
for elementary teachers must relate closely to the revised science cllrriculum 
for elementary schools. Greater use of Lao language materials and locally 
produced teaching aida were also cited as requirements for the nc,rmal school 
scieAce p reg ram.. 

'We are e.itpecting to uae the resources and personnel of the SEAMEO regional 
science center (RECSAM)p in Penangp to help with these on~going science 
improvement programs. 

Electrical Seminar 

The Department of Technical Education sponsored a one-week aen'linar to 
begin coordinatloo of electrical uaage leading toward the development of aa 
electrical inataU.atlan code in Laos. Among other reasonap auch a code is 
needed ln order to eet atan.da.rds for training electrical workers., Another 
problem t• the 1-.ck 0£ atanda.rdlzatioa of Lao terminology fer technical 
terms ln thb area. Tbe seminar made a good beginning on working OA 

theae problems. A •lmUar seminar is plaued for the future in the &t"ea 
of plamblng. 
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Educational Materiab 

Educ:aticmal Materials completed this month: 

CE 
s:~ 

Geography P Grade 5 
Geography O Grade 6 
Lao Literature: Lac Calendar 

Educational Mater iale being printed: 

S~E Business: Adding Machines 
SE: Lao History 
SE Biology 
SE Horticulture 
S'.,. ~ Machine Metals 
s~~ Sheet Metals 
sz Bench Metals 
S1~ Advanced Lao Typing 
CE Lao Fables" Grades 4-5-6 
CJ~ Ethics» Grade 2 
CE Ethica 0 Grade 3 
CJ~ EtblC8p Grade 4 
CE Ethica0 Grade 5 
CE Ethice11 Grade 6 

AWC/CJ~ Civica 11 Grade 4 
AWC/CE Civice0 Grade 5 
AWC/CE Civics, Grade 6 

CE Notebooks 

Refyee Schools 

3o 00(, copies 
30 OOC1 copies 
50 OOC copies 

3" 000 copies 
6 0 000 copies 
6 0 000 copies 
3p 000 copies 
30 000 copies 
30 000 copies 
311 000 copies 
Z., 000 copies 
8 11 000 copies 
811 000 copies 
6 11 000 copies 
4 11 000 copies 
3" 000 copies 
Z0 000 copies 

25 11 000 copies 
19,, 000 copies 
151> 275 copies 

300" 000 copies 

A long-delayed dellnry of lumber for the construction of furnitve for 
ref111ee acboole ln the Vientiane Plain bas been received; the furniture b 
now expected to be completed in February. A new activity proposal covering 
a.ddUlo.nal requirements for furniture in the North Nam Ngum area i• being 
clrc:alatecl. Another A. P. £or emel'gency procurement of chalk is also in 
the approval proce1a. 

!Jrban Grou.e,• Scolalrea 

Tm" elght-room. blllldloga at the Na Ke Oro.ape Scolalre in Sava.nnalchet, 
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the Chom.phet Groupe Scolaire in Vientia.nep and t:he Done Tai.at G:1~oupe 
Scolaire in Champaesak were cotnpleted this month. Three more urban 
buildings are at least 95 per cent completedp five are at lesser levels of 
completionp and alx projects are just getting started .. 

.,4_ 

Good progress is being ma.de on maintenance work at urban elementary 
schools I> with strong participation in many places from school officials 
and Pl'An. We think the efforts of all concerned with these projects will 
result in some degree of self~perpetuated school maintenance work in the 
fllture. 

Improvel':'.lent Projects at Dong Dok 

The surfocing of the roads at Dong Dok is now completed" to the great 
benefit of the schoolo Repairs and improvements are being made to the 
sanitary facilities at the buildings being used by the Sam Thong EN'Io 
Maintena:~ce and administrative supplies are being consolidated at a central 
storage point on the campuso Work is a.ls:o underway on replacing the main 
well which caved in last Decembero 

Fa Ngum Schoole Pakse 

EDU and UH staff have reviewed with PV,D and OICC all change 01·ders made 
during th0 construction of other Fa Ngum School to be certain that those 
improven1ents are incorporated into the plans for the Pakse scboclo How= 
ever, the "Buy America" policy is giving us some problems in mtieting the 
planned construction schedwe. We are proposing to proceed with the con= 
atructlon of the one~etory Agriculture and Home Economics building and 
one toilet buildlngp wblch would give us adequate facilities to adm:_t the first 
cla•• of students in Octoberp 1973. It may be necessary to reque ,3t a. waiver 
for the off-shore procurement of some materials needed to cmstruct the first 
bw.lcllngs ;; presumably materials for the other b~ildings could be received 
from the U. So in time to avoid requiring additional waivers. 

In a.Aother developm.entp a woman in Pakse has requested compenaation for 
trees •he planted on the school property and has also claimed ownership of 
a •mall allce of land in. the southeast corner of the site. These disp1ates 
ha.a delayed PWD'• la.Ad-clearing workg but the Ministry is taking action 
to resolve the conflict. The Mlnlatry has also obtained a letter of comrnlta 
meJlt to provide water to the school but bas not yet furnished us with a 
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similar latter fer electrical power. 

Development of Water Resources at Fa. Ngum Schools 

A study o,f agriculture water resources at Fa Ngum Phone Hong was recently 
completed. PWD ha.s recom.mended we not attempt to improve the first 
reservoir at the school but inetead concentrate efforts on expandir1g the 
capacity of the second reservoir~ which can be done fairly simply.. A proj= 
ect proposal is being prepared to do the work. 

At Vientiane 0 practically no water is being received from the city water 
system and the school's well is not meeting daily water requirement.rs. We 
have reql,ested PWD's assistance in installing a back-up well and work has 
started or.1 improving the intake from the city's systemo 

A work plan for the irrigation and sanitary water supply at Luang Prabang 
waa agreed upon at a meeting called by PVf Do The plan incorporates the 
use of city water 0 which is expected to be available soon at the Fa Ngum 
School. 

Other Donors 

The French Cultural Mission is providing 700 French el ementary language 
books to ~efugee schools. In addiUonll the Ca.ea Lao book store has donated 
some teaching materials and supplementary books for use by teachers of the 
upper grades of elementary refugee schools. 

Various 

Mlaleter Leuam and several senior staff from the Ministry attended the 
aDAual SEAMEC meeting" held last month in Phnom Penh. 

The vtelt to Laos by a group of senators last month was highlighted for as 
by Senator Inouye' s toar of. the Fa Ngwn Vientiane School. 

Bill Hartp a former EDU division chiefp a.od Cora May Hart returned to Lao• 
for a few days' visit. Blll made trlps to two of the Fa Ngum Schools and to 
Dong Dok during their brief stay. 
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A response to the Education Sector audit was completed during th,a month. 
The six recommendations will provide us with useful reference points for 
future planningo 

EPM'• work on project logical frameworks with MoE project managers is 
progressing well. The Community Education and Teacher Traini.ng documents 
are completed and preliminary discussions have bean held for Secondary 
Educatio:10 

Personnel 

Mr. Arthur Crisfield arrived in early February to assume the position of 
Linguist on the University of Hawaii Contract Team. 

Mr. Tha.:.lh Phromsava.nh" who was formerly PSI for Vientiane=South and 
then on contra.ct for one year with the EDU Teacher Training project" has 
now been appointed Deputy Director for Administration in the Department 
of Primary and A -iult Education. 

Reporting a.nits: School Maintenance and Supply Advisor 
Teacher T1•aining 
Secondary Education 
Community Education 

EDU:NWGree.n:el 
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