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An emerging climat,e £Jf change in eu;;1rlculllll'i development and . npl.em<mta. ... 
tion has been noted in tha l~mt month,.,. .'ft.ere hava been evidences >f desm, 
and need for greater involvement in the de\reJ'.opme:1t of ourriauJ.um. inaterialn 
on the pu.--t of Iao sta:t'.f c} 

In 1asponoo to teach3r...:ia.dvisor wi.sh.efi.:; a m1.rriculum cammitte,, oonsist, 
ing of department chaime:a a.nd advisors w1.th Dire-:tor Smi.sal-: and ,rme Fult!~ 
as co-chairmen was established., A weekly conf'ere;,,.ce on mutuGl s··z3.ff. con,,. 
cerns between advisors ani S01.1Sak w·c1s a..1s-=• iD.itlai:,ed.., 

At the :tlnistr.r level Mr.~ B01mtha:oy E:xpress9.i hls lr.1.tent. to m.ll a 
·neeting er curriculum devslop,:irs in mathen::aticso He had rev:tewad ,ur tenth 
grade nathanaties tex'c. and wi:~hed cla1'ifieation iu ragai:>d to ou'l.1-'. ,e and 
contentu ' 

These dewlopn.ents at th·) Curriculura Gert-1:.ei" 3Uggeat a spark )~ Lac 
leadership emer~o ·rm dir,~ctlon appears to be curriculura deve..•)pment 
tor all I.ao secondary 1:ichools x--.tth1:w than for F~ 'f gum ~ ~El.~ 

After alm.ost six ;real"'S ot pro,iect involveme11::..-; ·the above devo:topments 
are healtey- and positive signi, and t,hey IDE,y well indicate a turn.in~ point 
in curriculum dewlopnent and imple:menta.tj on{J "'Grm.tin.g pa:i.na:1 t:U',) perpetu,ll 
problems but the qual.it,y of rrman interact.ion bet:..reen !.e.o s'02.f·r rud. Al11ericans 
in the resolution of problems will remain long after we are 6onec Om" tema~s 
role will be increasingly one of lending E.:upport and providing opp :>rtu.ni tiaa 
for the strengthening of Lao leadership ar,d at the same time9 not r.elinquiBh= 
ing our I'8sponsibilities in clarifying and sharpening project goo.:l3 and 
expectationao 

The defin1o1ng 0£ currio~ development aotivities is not a.'i di££1,... 
cu1t as their implementat.ion in that cultural expectatians ·and dif:~erences 
{creep into the dialogues) on methods and goals Qf educational adv:.sory 
roleso A real. oonoem surfaced as errors a.11d missions were discovered in 
the Lao Astronaw:. text., A deficiency proof readers and efficient ~;ypists 
and checkers was pin-pointeda Checking for eontent0 style and wri1;ing requires 
much attention; the Royal Aeadenzy' cannot ba the onJ..y sout"Ce f'o:r cn;•recting 
spelling errorso 

Hrw "P.n we nrmhv•': r<t'"\1-"i~ +.e.,·-l,h•\ok3 3,-..-1 r,+,i.,, ~ , .. t•,t,..,·,,'.'t·l":-1:21 r:~tr.,..l.r1 .. 
t,l'Et a.J'.'1;. ·e-la>;.i1rel,1 r.(,· · ,. f~'(•P.~ a.r,.d tt!'Zable o:;;,, 'll, ~,d~f;, 



Textbook Production 

Our schedule for te:i: t p .. --:iduction was interrupted because of ,;itua.tions 
beymd m.r control., Mr,., Ph.o·J was gone fnm his cffioe forl"'cou.ple of weeks 
and eigh1. manuscripts st5.ll r-.:::!llain a.t the minist.ry f.O?' approval,, rbus last 
month's f tatus report on te1rt product.ion remaire t,m sama exc::;pt that 
Business 9 ~ddJ:n~ Ma<;_~;:. te :d:, was published and the rel'l'..ninirtg t,3icts ... Iao 
!!Y>torz1nd Accounti~~."" at. CM have gon.e to t.he pr.inte1>so 

In illa meantime eac i. ad\ri.se:i.. has been engaged in gei.~1;ing othin• ma.nu .. 
scripts 1-ea.dy for minist.0 ~o: ap .)I'O"OU and in assisting teachers in ,:rnrriculum 
worko 

Science l:!!.'L,Mathem.atiC!! 

The Biollfi Glo5stll';;; is ,1.lmost, raady for imn:<zogra.phing and d1stribu.,. 
tiono G:t•adeChemistzy'p_!:"'-~,o:rato~ Mam!!;!, Grade 10 Alge~!! and Geametr;r, 
and Gradt: ll !~~ are in varloiis sta.gen of teJrt productiono 

Social Si.udies 2 Fngl1s!! 

The manuscript, on T1,.aila:1d was de 11 VRl."ad ar.d is now being eh,acked .for 
content Lnd Wl"iting atyl~. o Souree in.aterials were obtained on Indla and 
Japan .frnn the respect:l.V"' emlnss:i.es., 

Fa rgum Ehgliah tea,•hers met, aft.ei· the three dE.y Fhglish seminar to 
discuss 1,heir concerns such aa large elass~s and students with varying 
abillti0! o Requests f.or addit,ional tea.char 1>eferences and supplementary 
ma terial.i 'W'ere also made • 

' ' I 

Art Crisfield atteno.ed t:1is ·seminar and made several j_nteresting ob.,, 
servatiornn need to adapt te..xts. to be more xele·ro.11t to Laos and t'1e students' 
experience, to adjust thE' cu.rri.culum to e.11phasi7.e listening and ri3ading9 a:nd 
to coordinate lan~ge t.eachiog with taa.chi~g in .. other cUT".riculum qreaso 

Lao language ant1 Lite_!:~!! 

A most weleome development in thls curriculum area has been ,lrt 
Crisfield joining our team of advisorso !3ince ar-Tirtng in Laos on Februar.v 
third, Art has spent much tinie in meeting people whose work is di:rectey- or 
indirectly related to the p1•ojecto Director Maml, Deputy DireetO? Chand1er, 
Mro Le Xuan of the UNDP Center:;, MrG Soul.mlg Dejvongsa of the Lao Acad.em1', 
Mr., Phou Rasphone and others provided useful information a."l.d insight into 
the problems, concerns an.d aspirations of our project and Lao eduea.tiono 
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gest.:i.ons •~.a"- byte.am u .. wn·s and. 
::ao o.n hc1 we may begi::: t) l\N'Ol·1e probl8l'H :t•e].attid t,o nrappo?"'t ar:,' text 
writingo" I·t has served ai; a basiB for frultf-i1.l d: scU2aion at Cenh,:e moot­
:Lngs., Suimuy heading& :l.ncluced the follo·.115.ng: mechanics and divi,:ion of 
:tabor~ oo,,rdination in te:1rt wT.·iting~ and rapport cind role of/the adrisoro 

lime Ecciuniea 

A su,icesstul maetlng of home econmiats £rem the c<m!'l1mity wa~ held 
at Fa rJgm1 an Februa.ry 14, 'the purpose of the m~etiug was to disct:ss and 
make recallmendations f1.:1r t.he fu...""nish:.i.ngs of the r~.o Home Enoncmics Practice 
Houseo S·;udants and teachers of the !Iooe Econornics and Industrial Arts 
depa.mtenx! have given their t:bne and talents u· ge1, t,he practiee rouse 
1~ey for curriculum :hr:.plementat,iono 

Lack of -vrater ha.s created pr-oblc:E1s fo~ the cmntinua.tion oi' the self. ... 
help projoct and curtailed some class a.cti'r.i.'ties in cooking and cl2an., .. up tasks, 

The :~easibillty of prov.tding contraception ir:.formation kits fr.r high 
f1chools tuaehers was discnsseci at a mee't.;in.~ held £.t the Family Welfare 
1,ssociation en February 6 Selected Fa :rgcm! teaeber; in hane econcmics and 
science aud their advisor~: attended the. m.enting" It. was agreed tbt in.for.,_, 
mation kii,s would be usefu.l to both home ~~onomics a.nd biology cla:ises at 
the tenth grade levelo 

Curr:.oulum and text discusaions higb1ighted the fol.lw.:ringt n :ied for 
o, revision of the eighth year text especia'l.:cy tha.t section on nutr:i.t.ion!l 
f"easibilii;y of printing second cycle texts by subject content and ;,uuw for 
f::ummer wo:ikshops for teach.ere., 

Field trips were ~on.ducted for home aconcm:i.cs c:a.sse9 , Ins tru ,tion in. 
1.he use of filmstrips was also provided by Mrso Tt-eot,ho:ng,, 

Industrial. Arts --
While waiting for th.e thrae Industrial. Arts books to be ai;: 1x-013d by 

the Minist,ry, concentra tee eff,:,:rt ha.s been mad$ to assist. teachers tn a 
"multi-apiroaoh system to teae''.tlng.," 

Business 

The l:usiness math text is near cauple1,ion and text on Office l'ractie0 
1s 1n the process of developn.ei'lto 

Assistance to teachers was provided in arranging a field t:t•ip :jC) .Air 
Americag instructing in cleaning and oiling typewriters, developin~r in­
structicmal materials and obtaining typists for soeia.l studies and 11gricu1 ... 
ture text'tookso 



The John Doere Tr, .. cL>I' t,, nuc.J. enc· ~~~·;i:.,d~Et::.£!l will oe 7eady fop 
final sta~es of text dG"ir fopr:-i;.'i"""sco'7.,; 

The ~ater problem rn:; bmm erit-foal Hl :r1:31:.i.,10n i;o agrictu.t,1~'el progrcma 
in all. Pa Ngum sohools. l: at '..J:iped.al.ly :in Fa ,J6 n vie:utia.neo 

Trit; s were made to Ya Ngu.rn schoole,, i::. Lu.an~ .->ra.ba. ig_ Phone ff.,; 1g and 
Savanna.kt et to inst:r.uc-i-, , nd ::wsiet teac-hex·s su.ch ,:i.e in (l) the uso or 
traotor.i> {2) ,:ratemelo."1 E 7J.d p:i.paya proc<i.ictiC' 1 t:.:::nniquoo~ (3) ·11'3e )f inseo·.i­
c:l.des a.nc herbicides,~ Uf,UD p0rson1eJ.. a.no t.hc: ma . .ror o~ Savannakhn:, we1-e 
involved in resolving t.h& schuol 's soil problem. f,:,., a,~l",.rulturkl :n.-.:noseso 
In spite or it all~ ve.;et.1bl.E ga..rden'5 ~u-e show-! 1g exc11D.cr.t rermi~-.., in ,-:11J 
schoolsa 

A tI ip to :Pakse ·vu.s •>1adi:: to dete·;r1 ·iri.G th,~ ?. v.:1:LlahLL ty of t'a• i '!. and 
campus il rigation wate:r .1 ;>r ~,:1e naw Pa.kea Fa Ng•m school.., 

All in all~ gener;-.J.J:f sp,:iaking, cu.rr:ieu.lum d.:1ilelopm.unt an, "itDlGmeno 
tation with their ups Ill.( dor,1s lnok good-

EDU /SE z Jli Fultr; I !ck 


