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UNITED STATES AID MISSION TO LAOS 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM September llr 197Z 

TO 

F'ROM 

Mr. James B. Chandl.e r 9 Acting Director /. \.... fr 
,u_Ll7✓~---

Norman W. Green" ChiefD Education Division 

SUBJI~C~~: EducaHo.1 Divislion Monthly Report for Augusto 1972 

v re a!"'! pleased t:c, say that $24 0 700 has been allotted to the miss!Clv for 
s pon,3c:rsUp of a SE,.'1..')AG/EARP research project for the developnmnt 
of a cl·rricuium fo·x· hatni.ng secondary school teachers of Lao Langaag~ 
a.n~ Lite1·,Lurec A .. e te:r of agreement is being drawn up for signal ure by 
Dr .. V !tti Vanh Eo,ms~,nbath on beha.H of the grantee institution~ whlc.h ie the 
.E:SP., Tl: 1i· ;wc~'_)t,d" 11e )ti~· to get underway immediately since the fi 1' in ten 
fltuden· s !1. the rn:::w L-l.c Language SecUon at ESP are scheduled to hcgin 
foef;,;• t :.,e,, ;·•=sir et;(,ady prograr:n i.n Octobero Fortunately. the Minish'·,r has 
;;,,esd,:sn c!d i ·1r,H~ qua.Ff •ad Lao instrllctors to ataff the new department ancl t he 
ch11e~ 1'•?3 e.1r,;he1 for the project~ Mr. Jim Chamberlain$ is preso.uUy in 
Laus, Tb.:; t-::v. ;st11.d~.:to ar.e grad1J.ates of the 13th year of the Buddhf st 
InstUu~e, They ~•tU be 'tc't>rking towards an Associate Degree at ESP basud 
(),r,. ~Le ,:tn· ,· cu~1.;.1r, k, i1e d1:,veloped under the EARP grant. 

The :~cad.u nic achlievt' ment of Ministry personnel becomes ni.ore and n,.ure 
:Y!l1SpPdah1,:!,. )h0

• Smm,sck Saythongphet, Director of Fa Ngum V Ier.itia.nei) 
~ 1d M.~, H •ngthung N. ra.vanhc Director of Fa Ngum Savannakhetr r~cenUy 
.. ·.~h,rne<l ;• "·u1 t'1e University of HawaU. with masters degrees in s ,.:huol ad 0 

nd.uist:rab, !'ln ~-)rs. Pinkham Siimma.lavong is due back from Mich iga.n in a 
f<,W wc:cks ;vith her n·u.ater s in linguistics. Now Mr. Bounheng P:'l1.>11nunasavanh 
,Jiret·t'••:;,• o; Stt,d~•~a at the EngHsh Section" ESP0 has started doing 1:ull timE; 
, •meat ch ~ ,r b· s dodr.•ral thesis. The first phase of his resea1·ch w~U take 
si~ve ra!. rm pths z,.nd w U be done in Laos. He i s expected to depart ~n 
Dece:mt)e :- ·o,r So.utb.':lrn IlHnois UnRversity where he will complete 1-Ia work. 

l.n.ot her ir .. 1.1ca',;{Qn c-f "o.c;,.demic achi-evement is reflected in recent ai:point­
?,Lenfs ,,n S ~cr~nda:ry E:iucal:fon. For the first timee a Lao. Mr. SN::J. Sa.ym.any, 
has Le~,n a ,qoint:d c:U.rectttr of the Pakae Lycee. Mr. Soth1 s prio1 positfwn as 
dfredt,,r 111 ~b.e Lycee m Lilang Prabang has been given to Mr,, Bovn nak 
Pb.cr..'lln.ani: l r fo::-xnex- y Deputy Oil.rector of Secondary Educa.tion , w·ai.t> in 
;.u ru hz,·, hr m •. r~place -1 by Mr. Bowithavy Insixiengmay. 
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There are no new developments to report on the UNDP Science and Math 
Team's p:resent difficulties except that Mrn Raoul Nolte, the chief of 
party~ left Laos this monthp his assignment having been ended. We will 
in.form y1,u when Ms replacement is named or when other develop1:nents 
take p 1a.ce:. 

A PlO IT lo fu.ncl the second year of Dr. Larry Levy' a AACTE contr;;; ct is 
being drc1llatet for approvals. Oro Levy ie now working fuH timt In tba 
USAID edu,cah,Jn offke preparing proposals and other documents c :.m.­
cernf.nJ tt.e developmfent of the College of Education. 

l"wtl :rr~!lrc. Fa Ngum t~•xf:'boo,ks came off the press this m onthn One 1, 13 a 
.in.th g·ra.. '5.e geometry book and the other is a sod.al studies unit on foe Lao 

go-.ve.i."r1mno.t, Extra copres of the liatter book were printed becausu of its 
wide us~::'ul.aesiJ throL..ghout the school system and perhaps in othe1· types 
,-.J training cour se s~ 

Cone,tr11dfon ,,:f the Fa ~·gum Schools in Phone Hong and SavannakhEit is 
!'! ear~y cc:rnpleted. TL.ere was some concern expressed about the Fa Ngum 
Luar:.i Pri,·,.:1-ng project t.bJa month< and for a while we wondered :J ~:t had 
b~(,.o £, .t·go:ten by son c that there was an Education Division and a Secondary 
Bduc-a!.wn ·?xo,'~d M,.11;-,,ge.r involved in the constructfon. We beHi!\•~ most 
:>:: thr quei sth.ms that ~nn·e rat sed have been answered bt1tthose that still 
':l;~ed f..:,Ucn, -u.p wnrk ,;;·LU be pursued by Mr. John Rantala.n. who has just 
i't~hu:n~d hm:n h"s h,;.r'le Leave • 

.'Hi e .ie 1nc;, :~ x y Ii chi.:. .... ols began the new school year on the fir st MonC:lay of 
Septen,be1 ,. e%:!ept fr.n those in the Wapikhamthong district where tho 
sltna1.i mi,~ not yet i.a:i.bl<:i enou.gh to permit classes to resume. Pane 
have b?a1 i,1ada for the :::onstrucHon of aboll, ten temporary class1'ccms 
0d. the )c.dE.'.).1n rdocat·-on sf.tei, whHe Wapi refagee children at srna.U~r 
sae. s will l,e able to uRe wats as te1nporary schools~ assuming the iamilies 
romc ~-I. a 1 ·hese iocationsa The location of the Khongsedone Collegti is also 
1.md:a i<it:c 1,:ul Wf':;, a.re waiting for information from the Ministry rtgardi ng 
auy a.sis~ et. .m,~e which may be requi red to reopen that school in October. 

T-.r.en.,y-fot r ,err.pora:i. y rE;fo.gee classrooms al Ban Thasano and Ban That 
l.ng Ha.cg i..:. Sava.una.khet ha.ve been completed in time for the openi.u.g of 
Jchod. On thlO Vfenthne Plain0 permanent school construction for the 
•~t!fogee vil:'ages '.s progressing weH and many of the new dassroorns are 



Education Dl v i s fon M onthly Report for August. 1972 

betng compl e ted j11st as the school year begins . Fu.rniture for these new 
rooms ii. a bew.g pre=cut at Kao Lieo. For those sites where temporary 
r o ::,ms ·Nill still be neede d 9 an activity proposal is being circulated to 
, .. 01rer r e q u.irements fo , rep::?.:.1· work . additional blackboards r and other 
rru nor fter.na, In 1nanr pl.aces the student volunteers in the SSWE pr!>gram 
, ?mp.te ed thei r summ•)r teaching assignments by helping to patch up tem­
( Orary .3 chool s ,. c one h u. ct ing flag poles 0 and doing other minor repi i rs. 

Hefogee s -:hool s have been i ssued notebooks" textbooks 0 chalks . penc ils 
;,.nd of:ht: r mi s ce Ha.neous supplies. For regular schools . a large shipment 
c:,f s uppPen ·va.:.ued a t a hout $100 0 000 is being sent by the Australian g uve rn, 
ni.t)nto A s 1\-:1 pa.st: yea r .st f:he Australian contribution is cotnposed of b ulk 
<-,_l:,rnt<'ties o' euch i tems as notebooks 9 chalk and slates. 

1,/,wk cont '111:e s s ;::,H s fador ily on the self- help construc tion of new 1:irban 
g :r1• ~p,a P s cr:. \a; ras a nd ~n the maintenance and :rebabiHtatfon of the olde:ir 
,. mh·a c·i- t.',d:,av schools T he Thahat School in Pakse was completed this 
mcuth a.1.1.d :·he rehabHhatfon work for aU the contract schools is abo ut 50 
pe:·ce.nt c1,,'l'tr,ple t e d, 

3 , 

S.3•<"an te1;n d tl ~ Prtn.'la r y School Inspector a" a long wHh many other l\.1ini•itry 
ufC d a ·, f', ·r.·ere ,n a t t en-ia11c e a t the first national seminar on Populatbn. 
Ed'.lcaa c!ll and Family WeH= Being . The PSis m ade uee of thei r pres e.nce 
"l~ V' e nt a.r:.,~ tc,, hoid a p ia nni.ng meeting with the CE staff0 mosUy in l~E}gard 
t ,-:::. :n =e.erv1 

,-;;:: tral'ntng rrogra m s for this year . 

11 wei gl r.y l 3port on thr, last PSI conference ha s been di.stributed to the n~ Id 
:'l>., r etJ ~Jr1 nch1.d:~s the tex t of the revised Elem entary School Regul<l,tkm,1 
wb:\d:1 z._:;,e :,, speda.I rn.t.eres t h i regard to school=community relaUcns p a nd 
t h~ b<!g~ 'U'.li n ~ of a. new , urrr.cul um desi gn for Lao l anguage ac:ti vitie 1 in 
Cra.u.e L . :; 

1', ·z1ett e;-. C l~ p;:1 :n-. pc:nta .:!epar ted in early St. ptember for six monthe; of 
a "udy .n TLa 1is n d 1n s 11per'\ri eion v testing and guidance foUowi.ng th r1~1! 
montha ~. f '.., .. a 1. cr.}..tn i.-o.r in the sa.me fieldso This is the second and final 
gr,. up ..,f e2:p !:dented !:e~chers t o be given this t r aining. They w r,H b 1!l a geig.ned 
as sta.H h;,. U·e PS!s wh.t;tl ;;h~y returno 

W:lh fr~6 ?el' .rn of Mr " Jame s Coll.man. Teacher Training project m a.na.ger , 
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from h,:,me leave" the division now has all personnel at post except Mr. 
Tom L · stono who is expected to arrive about September 21. 

Repcrt:.ng U!ll~ta: 
Teaclier Trainiing 
Secondary Educatf en 
Comn1unity Education 

EDU :NWGreen:ei 

Dist ·ibd:fon: -.------
CC/DI><>Z 
ACIM 
AC/FIN' 
A'C/FO 
AD/P 
AD/BJ~ 
Ea~h l C 

HRDD 
EPiVl- 2 
AGR 
PHD 
PSD 
PWD 
OICC 

SMB=Z 
IVS 
EDU -- 16 
Laos Desk 
SA/TCD/LD/ED 
C~R=Z 


