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UNITED STATES AID MISSION TO LAOS 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM Date: April 7 n 1972 

: Mr Charles A. Mannr Director TO 

FROM : Nol"man W. Green. Chlef9 Education Di.vision 

SUBJECT: Edu .a.hon Division ~.1fonthly Report for March. 1972 

Refugee Schoo!e: 

Ten temporary daaerooms have been completed in Vang Vieng to pDovide 
schooling fo? Muong Kassy students and wo!'k has started on 20 temporary 
classrooms in the Hin Heup refugee area~ 

The Teacher Training project is sponsoring a training course ro@ Xieng 
Khouang teachers who currently do not have classes to teach. The training 
program will begin in early April 

Community Educ.ation 

Training programs were held in Sava.nnakhet and Pakse during this month 
for the instructors of thia summer's CREC Teachers Workshops. :n her 
reportp Lee Engler notes among other things the good use made of :·eturned 
participants in the~e training programso 

A problem in the c.onstructfo,n of n~.ne self help urban groupes scola 1res 
appr1)ved for this year appears to have been resolved with the relea !e by 
the Ministry of Finance of documents needed to pay for contracts at!d ma 
terials. 

Two deadlined Dodge M,,37 trucks from the CE project we-,,' turned over as 
Grants in.Aid to the Savannakhet Tecnn· cal School for use n the; inf tructit.>nal 
prog:ram in the school's new Auto Mechanics workshopo 

Teacher Training 

The curricl\lum of the two year program at the ENis ha been revised in 
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order to incorporate the use of the Lao language Fa Ngurn textbooki, 0 which 
are now completely avaHable for 7th and 8th grade clasaes. Mro Thanh 
Phomsavanh 0 wltu is on temporary assignment to EDU~ was instrw;:u,nta.l in 
working ou.t the necessary curriculnm revisions with the Teacher Training 
department~ 

Final year students at the ENis are beginning th~ir practice teaching assign• 
mentso At Luang Prabangr students are constructing teaching aids to take 
with them on their assignmentso 

TT rnaintenance personnel visited the EN!e at Savannakhet~ Luang Prabang 
and :Ban Keun during the month to make plana for student summer v"Ork pro~ 
jecb" At Savannakhetr the possibility of extending city electric pouer to the 
ENI is being exploredc At Luang Prabang,, TT personnel wo:rked w· th school 
offidals to clear out stopped up sewage pipes and filled up septic tanks. 
Work will be done this summer to replace unsatisfactory porcelain sinksp 
toilet flushing m~~haniems~ and washroom mirrors with more durable 
equipmento 

Secondary Education 

The Ministry has appointed Mr. Bounnak Pbornn1arath as deputy dil-ector for 
Secondary Educationo During the first part of this school year Mr. Khamsay 
Soukbavongr the new Lao director of the Vientiane Lycee 0 bad been given the 
impossible additional assignment of part time deputy director at tbt, Ministry~ 
Mr. Bounnak1 s full time assignment to this position shouid be of gr<,at assist., 
ance to the SE project. 

A meeting of all secondary school directors was held during the month0 

followed by a special meeting of dh-ectors of Fa Ngum Schools, Dincussion 
topics at the latter meeting included budgeting and s11pply aystemsv second 
cycle curriculum plans ., classroom utilizatlon0 and in, service ncareer lad­
der" training programs for teachers. 

A number of cooperative projects between the University of Hawaii ;1nd UNDP 
curriculum teams are taking ehapeo One project is to have Beven or eight 
students in next year• s senior class at the ESP do intern teaching at Fa Ngum 
for three days a week throughout the entire year. Back= up will be provided 
by UNDP advisors and coordina .. )on by the UH ma.th ,science advtsoro The 
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students will teach one section of science or :math in the second cyde and 
will also assist with the developn'lent of Lao 12.nguage materials at this level. 

Progress has been made in textbook writing to etich an extent that bottlenecks 
have developed in typing and illustrating the manuscripts. We are attempting 
to recruit a full time artist for the project and are assigning additfonal staff 
to pa.rt time typing dt1ties. We may be able to use student typists d·1ring the 
sum.mer vacation to catch up on typing requirements; if not 9 we wil need to 
request an additional contract position for a full time Lao typist. 

General 

Schools throughout the country held ceremonies in honor of Teache1 s Dayr 
March lOo 

The R~sident Auditor General's office is continuing its audit of the ]~du.cation 
sector. 

Mro Thomas Listonr Vocational Edll.cation Advisor with USOM/ThaUandv 
spent one week in Laos this month helping Mr. Khamphat SyhanathD the 
Director of Technical Educationr think through plans for developing non~. 
form.al skill training and other :related vocational programs. Mro Khampha.tD 
ind.dentally9 is leaving for the United States in April for a one=month leader= 
ship grant sponsored by USIS .. 

Ed11cationa.l Materials 

Ed11ca.tional materials completed this month: 

CE Science 0 Grade 2 8,000 ccpiee 
CE Science» Grade 3 5 e 000 cc,piee 
CE Sciencer Grade 5 2P 000 co,pies 
CE Hygiene. Grade Z Be 000 copies 
SE Sciencev Grade 8 (Astronomy) 60 000 copies 
SE Science r Grade 8 (Plants &: Animals) 6 p 000 copies 
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Educational matedals being printed: 

SE Lao Literature" Grade 9 6 ~ 000 c<1pies 
SE Woodworking, Grade 9 3~ 000 copies 
SE Agriculture Plant Production 0 Grade 8 2 P 000 copi~ e 
SE Science, Grade 8 (2 parts) 6 v 000 copies 
SE Science, Grade 9 (3 parts) 6 r 000 copies 
CE Science" Grade l 10 , 000 copies 
CE ScienceD Grade 6 2 0 000 copies 
CE Hygienev Grade Z 8P 000 copies 
CE Hygieneo Grade 5 2 0 000 copies 
CE Hygiene 0 Grade 6 2 9 000 copies 
CE Readingo Grade l (Part I) 20 ~ 000 copies 
CE Reading/) Gradel (Part II) 20 P 000 copies 
CE Rea.ding n Grade 2 12 9 000 cc ,pies 
CE Reading ~ Grade 3 6D 000 c< •pies 
CE Reading, Grade 4 6 v 000 ct ,piea 
CE Reading ~ Grade 5 6"000 ct,pies 
CE Reading r Grade 6 6~ 000 ctipies 

Other Donors 

The new buildings at the Lao -German Technical School are nearly -::ompleted 
and will be turned over to the Lao government in eeremonies plann1?d for 
April . Moat of our EDU personnel made an informal visit to the school last 
month and we were favorably impreseed by the program and the b11ildings. 
Cooperative arrangements with this school are being worked out fo:r second 
cycle industrial arts instruction for Fa Ngum. students. 

lO r 000 copies of a book of Lao Fables have been reprinted by the American 
Women's Club and delivered to the Ministry of Educati ono The book is used 
for supplementary reading material in Grades 4~ 5,, and 6. 
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?e:r s t'lnne l 

Hr Svmr;a Phanrrsv..)ng" Adm1niistra.tive Assist,u,t in the Education Div' s,on 
for r tany years waB p:,•oznoted this rnonth to a new job wUb. EPM" 

.'vir Pho-11my Phom.ma~hak wai.s a.ss~,gned as Ad..-nin• atra.th_.e Aasista1 t in the 
(.)dl!...,:1.tiCJ'l ofhce in Savan.nakhet 

tlepordng Units_ 

Teacher T?a.nmg 
Commur1ity Edu1.:ation 
Sero nda:ry Educ~hon 

EDU tNWGreen: ei 
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