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The National Conference of Primary School L?lspectors in Saya.bom·yr an 
annual in° service ti·aining proje ct supported by USAIDv demonstrated~ 
under a new Director 9 continued Mf.nistry lec,dership in development of 
the primary school system. Improvement of the langi,.age arts curricu,, 
lum and review of internal school regulations were key issues sefocted 
for pre=confe:rence studyp committee :reports in plenary seesionsp work 
group study s; and ?."ecommendationa to implen'1ent improved pra.t;tices. 
Participation by representatives of other education departmenta 9 , ,s well 
as from other Ministriesr as in previous conferen.ceap prermitted educa= 
tiona.l leaders r in pa.rticular 0 opportunities to consider overall progressp 
problems 9 and plans and to coordinate efforts with other agencies to pro,0 

mote economic growth. A complete report on the conference is being 
prepared by EDU/CE. 

In another in~ service activity to incre&.se and improve local trainh1g capa= 
bilityp ersghty~fi.ve groupe scola.ire di:recta.-s and experienced teachers are 
being trained to serve as instructors in summer courses for CREC a:nd 
Refugee teachers. The trainees are learning to improve methods of 
teaching language a:rts 0 arithmeticD and science by observation of teaching 
in primary schoolsv demonstration lessons by the instructors 0 and discus ­
sions for evaluation of teaching. Preliminary review of the first course 
conducted in Luang P-cabang and the second in Vientiane revealed imr,rove­
ments especially in demonst:ra.tfon teaching by the instructors. 

The workshops are also expanding use of Lao langu.ageD both writt,~n and 
ora.lv developing the role of the Lao instructors; and emphasizing fa.brica., 
tion and use of equipment fro1n simple materials to teach mathemc,tics 
and scienceo The two remaining courses are scheduled fo1· Savannakhet 0 

March 12=21 9 and Pakse» March Z6°April 4. 

Activity Proposals to provide training for 760 CREC and Refugee teachers 
have been tentatively revised in accordance with pending fund availability 
and support requested from ORAo Workshops are planned for first ,-- 0 
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second-. and thi:i.·d-year trai:n.eea in eleven centersp a Ministry long-terr.a 
project to gf.ve CREC teachers oppoTtunity to become qualifiedo 

Seven pa1•tf.cipants in supervision and three in testing completed six 
months i study in Thailand. Each supervisor is planning a programp in 
cooperation with the Primary School Inspector" which he will conduct 
to improve instruction in p.dmary schoolse as was advised by the Deputy 
Director for Supei·vision in the P1.'imary Education Department. The 
supai-visors will also wo:t·k a,s consultants in surn1ne:r training cou1 ses; 
the one assigned to the PSI/VienHane/North performed very effecttvely 
as cL consultant in the course for CREC instructors conducted in Vientiane. 
One of the three participants in testing, assigned to MoEr and the :>thex 
two ~ to PSI areasp are analyzing last year's tests~ considering dejectsp 
and drafting new mate:r.ia!s to submit to the Ministry fo-r this year's test 
program, in particular the sixth--grade final examination. 

The Primary Education Department will submit to US.A.ID nominatbns 
for participants in Social Studies, Language Arts ~ Testing and Gui:lance~ 
Budget and Fiscal~ and Planning and Statistics. MoE is also very 
interested in training in Thailand 15 additional persons in supervision 
and five in testing to work at the provincial level. Plans for all training 
1·eqt.1ests have been drafted and will be processed pending availabiLty of 
fundso 

Problems ~ none 

EDU/ CE:LMEngler:ei 


