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:Wr. C. A. !Vann, Direct.or 
:Wonthly Refugee Report - February 15 March 1973 

Wilitary Region II: 

PDJ: Although rondderable movern,mt o• .,.efugees occurred in the 
area, little if any was caused by ..!nemy azgreGsion. Additions to the 
rolls were primarily for administrative 1·easor s. 

Military RefilOll III: 

Thakhek: Although the number , f refugees reported on the rolls 
remained relatively stable during the mo!'tn, addidonal refugees continued 
to leave the area in the face of continued enemy harassment. These 
refugees moved in the mi.in towa1·ds Savc:..nnakhet and Vientiane where they 
were added to the rolls. 

S::ivannakhet: At months en.cl upwards of 3, 000 refugees were counted 
as coming from Khc1.rnlT'OUai1e Pro\•ince and ;.:re now located in refugee 
sites in Savannakhet. These refugees ?re reh.c.tant to l"eturn to their 
original homes as yet, particularly in face of recent flag raising activities 
by the PL. Approximately 60 r(>fugees who returned to Khong Sedone last 
month have returned to Kengkok. 

Military Region ry: 

Pakse: The large incl"ease in the n·.1mber of new refugees can be 
attributed to arrival of tJmost 8,000 persons f't.'om Saravane at !<hong 
Sedone during the month. In general the <-11emy remained active in Saravane 
Province as well as southern Cha.mpassa·~ dnd northern Sithandone. Most 
of Sedone and Wapikbamtbong Provinces :remained under RLG control. 
Three new refugee sites opened in ordar to accommodate infl.u.:,c of new 
ref\.,gee . 

Military Region V: 

V1entiane Plain: Conside-r.able numbe ·s of refugees continued to 
report into the ar a frc.,m Thakhek as well ;;\S Vang Vieng. The latter group 

er encourag d to J·ei-urn to their originc\l homes and by months end most 
o h 2, 55 otal had 1: turned l:o their ville ges in the vic:nity of Vang Vieng 

nti Muong K s y. 
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?a\.sc1.ne: The enen y r :maine·l active 1.. area with or:i.e refug 
movements reports<l. Movement into area ~a.:, off S<!t JY those moving 
elsewhE:'re. 

Va!!8_Vieng: The new refugees reported came from areas north 
of V1'1ng Vieng "\Vhe,.e the enemy has continueri to be adive .. 

Other Comments: 

Durinz the latter part of the month ,,, supply of heavy mesh wire 
was received making it possible to complete the inside d1videre of the 
Consolidated Rice War~house facility ri.t W::ittay Airport. With the in­
stallation of these dividers and completion of work on the outside area, 
it is estimated that by th_ J atte1· part of March the bagging operation at 
KM-4 can be moved to Wattay. OnP warehoue-e is completed. at the 
Pakhao Center with steel 1,eing erected for the second unit and work well 
underway on the lcnet:i ,11a .. .ls of the third unit. This latter unit is expected 
to arrive at the Port of 'Rangkok during Warcb~ 'rhe RLG Ministry of 
Social Welfare has comp: eted its :reor gani:rc'tfon of :-;upplies and all sub­
standard buildings in the complex are now empty. 

11. RELOCATION ACTIVITIES 

Vientiane Plain: The cadastral survey of refugee reserve areas 
is gathering momentum as exp,-3rienced gained durin~ the survey of 
Areas #4 and #5 has enabled many procedural problems to be ironed outo 
At the present time the:re are 30 surveyors divided into ten teams working 
in reserve areas numbers 2, 3, a11d 6. The following is a repo1·t by areas: 

Area #4 - Phone Sai: A total of 210 bee tares of potential paddy 
land has been surveyed. Howeve!', local villagers have made claims 
against all but seven hectares. 'rhe Khoueng Committee i" in the proces& 
of reviewing these claims and their decision is e:x.pect d by mid• March. 
In view of the minimal amo..•.n.t of uncontested land available. allocation 
of land to refugees in the area will 11.ot be possible until the decision of 
the Khoueng Committee is made known. 
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Area #5 - Dong Kalum...!:: A total of l 73 hectares of potential 
paddy land has been surveyed. Of this total, 7 3 hectares are uncontested 
by local villagers. A la.nd lottery wa~ held by the Chao Muong's 
Committee on 15 February and one··hectare plots were distribut d to 5 3 
refugee families in two villages. Cultivation permits have been prepared 
and submitted to the Ch-3o Khoueng for signature. Th remaining 20 
hectares 0£ uncontested 11¼.nd will be dieiributed along with that portion of 
the 100 hectares of contested land ';hat the Khoueng Committee determmea 
should be ~llocated to refugees. 

Area #6 .. Ban_Phao; A-f: the present time there are two teams 
surveying 5, 300 hectares of fa.nd. As Area #6 consists primarily of lands 
suitable for upland farming. it is being divided into four hectare units. 
Sixtyuone of these have been completed to date. It should be noted that 
prior to the beginning cf the aurvey. the Deputy Chao Muong of Muong 
Saythany, the Deputy T::issang of the a1·ea, Mr. Surit of the Ministry of 
Social Welfare, a local Colonel of the FAR, and Mr. Robert McClymonds 
representing ORA flew over and stopped at various villages in the area. 
Most of the villages contacted stated there should be litile contested land 
in Area #.6. An additional survey team is being assigned to this area with 
completion date of survey projected to be !'-;lay of this yeal". 

Area #3 ~ Ban Y Lai: A survey of 3. 500 hectares of rice farm­
ing land is now underway with 1, 000 hectares completed. Three survey 
teams assisted by 12. labo1·ers a.-e working the ai-ect.. It will be up to the 
decision of the Muong and Khoueng Committees to determine what percentage 
of the la.nd surveyed will be available for refugees. 

On 27 Febi·uary c1 land lott~ry was held a1: Ban Y Lai /13. A 
total of 152 one-•hecfare plots were distributed to families in Ban Y Lai #2 
and #3. The Muong Committee is presently reviewing claims against 
several of the plots befo1·e issuing cultivation permits. Further land 
allocations will be eifecied through land loi.te:ries a a land disputes and 
cadastrai surveys are completed. 

fli."1:eaJ!l:._:._ M'-!_ong C_~ Ar{•a 1/:2 mvolv~s approxin-~ tely 2,242 
hectares of potential Tice farming land. One cadastral survey team is 
presently assigned to the area i-:l.Ud two rnore teaffs ·1,-ill be assigned by 
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mid-March. These tearns will be ,orking with the refug,aes to identify 
land they are presently farming. 1 '1irtv hectare6 have beed surveyed and 
maps forwarded to the Ministry of Social Wei ·are and Chao Khoueng fol' 
issuance of cultivation permits. 

Other Areas: Surveyti will begin ;_r1. Areas 1, 7. 8, 9, and I 0 
as wo,.k is completed il1 the above a1"eas. 

Pc.1;k S~: The 'Ihakhek "rea. refugees presently living at Pak 
Sap have completed clearing five new village sites. Access roads now 
connect three of the villages and connecting roads foi· the last two will 
be finish~d in March using Ministry oi Social Welfare bulldo;.;era, 
Construction of housing ia also expected to begin in March. 

Savannakhet: 

Thasano Relocation Proj~ Work was begun on a ru;.·al market 
using self help labor. Construction should be cl'>mpleted by the end of 
1'/arch. Survey fol' farm land has been co1npleted for nine villages, however, 
farm land within the reserve area is becomin.g scarce for the remaining 
seven villages. 

Thasano Extension: At the present there are some 666 refugee 
families from Thakhek living in the al"ea. To date, 531 houses have been 
completed with work continuing on the remainder. 

Sen~: Ministry of Social Welfare tractors from B;:;n Arnone 
have plowed approximately 186 hectares of rice land. The remaining 62 
hectares should be completed in time for the pl&nting seasun. 

Pakse: 

,r.~o~ Ba Chi~EJr: Considerable prog.t-ess was shown d\lring the 
past month in development acth·iHe~. A total of ten drilled wellE have 
been adced to the area ·,ts well a. fou.1· schovl,.• tot,,1.ling ten clae.s;•ooms 
were co1npleted. 
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III. PERSONNEL: 

George F. Grabow was assig11ed to the ORA under a contract arrange­
ment with the RLG Ministry of Social Welfare effective 18 ltebrua.1-y 1973. 
Mr. Grabow will be a Refugee Operations Officer and have field assignments. 

IV. FOOD FOR PEACE: 

See attached report. 

V. LOGISTICS: 

The following items were distributed nationwide for the periods shown. 
PL 480 Title II Hems are reported as an enclosure to this report.. 

Item January February 

Rice 3f 102. 03 MT 3,257. 30 MT 
Meat 19,24~! cases 13,186 cases 
Salt 94. 06 MT 86. 70 MT 
Mosquito Nets 9~794 6,749 
$l,3epi1.1g rnata 11,701 6p802 
Blankets 11,911 s.ozs 
Water buckets 2~845 5,147 
Cooking pots 3,125 4,707 
Steamers 3,547 4,664 
Saute Pans 3,070 3. 0J8 
Platea 10r272 13. 303 
Wash basin l, 054 1,382 
Tools s. 141 9p942 
Plasticp rolls 1,542 410 
Clothing, piece 3,971 .!J, 594 
Steel bars l, 082 19212 

Attachments (2) 
1) Monthly Refugee Status Re>port 

2) FFP)\~frthly Report 

ORA: WCLukTJf</1b 
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