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Mr. Charles A. Mann, Dire~ctor 16 October 1972 

John Wo MacQueen 0 AD/RA liJ.)'tttx..~ 

Office of R~f.ugee Affairs 
Monthly Report - September I 972 

T,. GENERAL 

Th::! number of refugees increased during the month by a nel of 
>. 817 persons for a month=end total of 308,297. Of this total, over 4,500 
vere new refugees. Although military activity remained at a reh tively 

. ow level. new :refugees continued to be reported in the central 272 area. of 
leg:..or. IJ and in Pakse of Region IV. The latter coming primaril) from iJ e 
3an -Wap. area where nuHtary activity reduced security. Some r•!Jugees 
·eturned to the Khong Sedone area, however, the city itself attraded frw 
·etur.oint: refugec·s in view of intermittent enemy initiated i.nciden(:e. The 
=-hou Ba Chiang Relocation Site experienced a11 im.provetnent in sccurit} 
vith the result that USJ~ID distribution and some development prog:·ams 
vere recommen ed. P-rograrr1s of this nature have been at a standstill 
;ince l 7 August. Should 1:he situation remain stable it is expectec that 
J, 000 1:o 5~ 000 ac-~ditional refugees will move to the location by the end of 
)ecerr.bero 

·"he problem 01 late and incomplete deliveries by the Public Warehout,e 
Organization {PWO) of contracted glutinous rice continued throughout 
Septerr:bnr in Pakse. Savannakhet, and Ban Houei Sai. To fuJiill requirements 
.-tt Ban H:mei Saip PWO re sorted to delivery of 100 metric tons of r1on 
~lutinou~ rice. i:he 011Jy such delivery made thus far, All PWO cc,ntracts. 
dth the possbl~ exception of Ban Houei Sa:i.. will be completed approxi::natel ~ 
30 Nover:-ber. The pri<:.e of rice on the new contracts will be con ingent 
1pon the degree of success of the rice harvest in Thailand which ., .11 be 
>arhall, completed at f1at time. It can be expected that PWO will ask ,ol 
i. subc.ta,1thl price increase in view of the predicted shortage 1n l arves 
md in ar effort to recoup some o1 theiT losses sustained on the p sent 
:ontra .... ·t. 

OD~ DD, AD/}-:, AD/FIN, AD/P, AD/RA(9)~ EPM(2), P.D/lfO, 
SMB(2i r~"PO C&RO). AC: Vte Sby, LP. BHS, Svktp Pks.e, 
XK. A.~l D1visfon Chiefsc Laos Desk -A1D/W(3) 
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Early in the m.onth AD/RA and staff from SMB visited Ban Houei Sai 
mci concurred in the necessity to further expand the warehouse at that 
ocation in view Clf the necessity to store greater quantities of PL -480 
::01nmod: ties. Thls el!..-pansion will also require relocation of the present 
)peratioas office" Activity Proposals are now beir,g processed to provide 
tunds fo1 these changes. 

On September 29 M:r. Keo Viphakone, S~cretary of State for Social 
Welfare c,nd Mr. I-Ioumph,:mg Prathoumvan, Director General of the Ministry 
d Social Welfare went to Ban Houei Sai to assist in the explanation of the 
RLG position regarding the culture of opium to the Joint Staff of MR Io They 
91ere acc:<>mpanied by Mr. James Chandler and the RLG Secretaries of 
::tate for Public Health and Rural Affairso 

Thti RLG Warehouse at That Khao is now completeda The Ce>nsolidated 
Rice Warehouse facility at Wa.ttay Airport has 95% of foundation work 
:or,aplekd with steel erection scheduled to commence in twenty dayeo The 
,teel pr,ij'.abricated warehouse in Savannakhet is 80% completed wit.h paneling 
aow b':?ing :.nstalled. Completion is expected by 30 October. At the Pha Khao 
:::omp;.e~~ &ite preparation is completed and work on the foundations for the 
riew food storage facilities has started. Two of the three units of Pascoe 
::ype buildings pla.nned a.re immediately available and the third ha:3 been placed 
:>n order 1rom the inanu.facturero The former were obtained fron1 excess 
prope?ty sourcet in Vietriam; however 0 that supply has now been depleted. 
I'he requirement for additional stora,ge at Pha Khao was necessita.ted by the 
failure of the owner of the warehouse at KM 14 to renew the pres<::nt lease, 
which terminates 1 March 1973. No other storage facilities meeting the 
minunur:1 standards for bulk food storage were available locally p therefore ,, 
the rledidon was made to construct additional warehouses at the Pha Khao 
dte Re:iuirenu•nts fox· storage space for food commodities. particularly 
PL 480 ·will increase conaiderably during the coming months in v:lew of 
Uissicn policy to substitnte PL 480 food for 50% of the current rice ration 
for reiuip~eso 

11. RI~LOCATION ACTIVITIES 

Cz!l__~.~tral Sur,"._~~ The cadastral survey of refugee reserv a areas cm 
the Vientiane Pb.in, w}1ich began in reserve area #4 (Phone Soi) in late 
August, is well underway. Approximately 50% of available land in Area i{4 
has beet surveyed and divided into plots for allocation to refugee familieso 
This po1tion of tie survey is expected to be completed by the end of Octobero 
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It has been particularly encouraging to note the active role the RLG 
ls taking in planning and implementing the survey. The Lao Cada etral 
3ervice 1::hief surveyor assigned to the project~ Mr. Prayny. has assun1ed 
:1upervision of the project in the field. Mr. Surit of the Ministry of Social 
Welfare is reportedly working hard to draw up cultivation permitn to be 
issued tc, the refugees as land is allocated. The initiative is clearly in 
:he hand :1 of the RLG with USAID serving in a technical advisory capacity 
lnly. 

Ba~ Arnone Eguipm.ent Center: Of' major concern during the past 
several ;:nonths has been the establishment of a procedure for contracting, 
collecting and depositing :monies earned by th~ Ban Arnone Equiprnent Cen';t,r 
through ,:ustom work. On 8 September 1972 , dudng a. meeting attEm.ded by 
"arious \1inisti-y of Social W el.fare officials and staff of the OfficE· of Refugt:e 
Affairs er"l.d the Office of Finance~ the present Ban Arnone accounting syst em 
was reviewed. During the course of t.he meeting it became apparent that 
some improvements were needed and Mr, Houmpheug Prathoumvan, 
Director General of the Ministryv asked Mro John Coughlinp USAID/OF'IN 
to etudy the operation in greater depth and prepare some recomiru:,ndation a , 
This hae been <lone and is presently in the hands of the Ministry for review. 

C\Jrrent Status of Relocation Sites: An airgram was prepar,~d and 
sent to J,ID/W on 21 September 1972 summarizing the status of a : 1 activ ities 
in the v2 rious relocation sites. Copies can be obtained from C&R. 
Referen•:e: Airgram, TOA.ID A· 565. Subject: Refugee Resettlentent P ·rogram 
dated 21 September 1972. 

il I . PERSONNEL 

GEorge Cosgrove r1:!turned from home leave on l September and 
assumec his duties as Chief, Relocation Brancho 

Wayne .Tohnson returned from home leave on 10 September and assumed 
his dude ::1 as Refugee Op€)ration.s Officer at Ban Houei Sa.L 

IV. FOOD FOR PEACE 

Se~ attached report. 
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V. LO:rISTICS AND SUPPLIES 

16 October 1972 

Tht! following items were distributed nationwide for the periods shown. 
J"JL~480 'l' i.tle II items are reported as an enclosure to this report. 

!teat August 

Rief> 4,027.88 MT 
Me:1.t 7,373 cases 
SaL 103. 76 MT 
Mo 3(!Uito Neta 2,611 
~le aping Ma.ts 2,592 
Blankets 180 
Water Buckets 1.012 
Cooking Pots 917 
Steimer 806 
Saute Pan 744 
Bowle 3,874 
Flates 176 
Wa::ir Basin 146 
100.,u 1.759 
Pla,1tlc, rolls 591 
Clothing (piece) 6,317 
Am .Js 13 
Ste:?l Ba1·s 

, .. tta'°b,nents (2) 
) Mo,,th}y Reh.1gee Status Report 

.. ) FI•'P 1Aonthly Repor1 

< •RA:WC' .. uken:mhb 

Septembe:r 

3,809.54 
14.,444 

12 3. 32 
L 322 
lt 424 
2,672 

667 
670 
717 
364 

3.518 

268 
573 
257 

4.227 
11 
17 

MT 
cases 
MT 
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