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Office of Refugee Affairs 
Monthly Report - ~-.!ay 1972 

I. GENERAL 

E:nemy occupation of the provincial capital of Wapikhamthong Pro­
vince, Khong Sedone, on 17 May, precipitated a flow of refugees from 
that city into both Pakee and Savannakhet. At month'• end, Fakse counted 
5, 040 new refugees and Savannakhet 2, 364. The result was a net increase 
nationv•ide of 6, 277, refugees over the previous month. Other areas of the 
countr,', particularly Ban Hc1uei Sai and Luang Prabang, continued to 

.... report the arrival of new refugee• due to enemy hara• sment although not 
on the 1cale experienced in Regions III and IV. These increa• es were off­
set by :ontinued movement of refugees back to original home site• or 
becomhig self-sufficient and no longer requiring su.pport. 

J lthough not entirely unexpected, the occupation of Khong Sedon<, 
occurr,,ri quickly and the mo·rement of refugees out of the area was rapid. 
Local <•fficials in both Pakse and Savannakhet moved immediately to p7."o­
vide shelter and commodity mpport for those requiring assistance. 
Roughl:r. S0o/o of the refugees in Pakse opted to stay with friends and relative• 
and the balance are being ca:~ed for in schools. 

C·n 1 May a barge enroute to Luang Prabang was stopped by the Pathet 
Lao and 60 1rum• of gaeolin,, for Sayaboury and 110 drums for Luang Prabang 
were off-loaded in.to the river. This was followed by a similar incident on 
5 May when a barge was agai.n stopped by the PL and 120 bags of USAID rice 
carriec. off. 

Sayaboury, on 27 May, reported the arrival of twelve ethnic Yumbri 
(comm,>nly called Phi Thong Luang) (Yellowleaf) Tribe. This was one of 
the rare occasiona when members of this primitive tribe have elected to 
seek &E ai• tance. The group waa composed of ten women and children and 
two males. 

DISTR: OD, DD, AD/M, J~D/FINP AD/FO, AD/PE, AD/RA(9), EPM(2), 
SMB(Z)p FFPO, CL:R(3), AC/Vte, Sby, LP, BHS, Svkt, Pkae. 
XK, All Division Chlefa, Laos Deak-AID/W 
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The completion of OR.A sponsored pre-fabricated steel warehouses ie 
largely contingent upon the arriv&l of parts ordered from the United States. 
The•e part• are scheduled tc be in country approximately 30 July. The 
RLG B.~ Amone warehouse is now ready for •teel erection, RLG That Khao 
• ite wiJl be ready in three woeke, and the Wattay ei.te in six weeks. Erec­
tion can be completed even in inclement weather. Work also has commenced 
on the :iavannakhet warehous ! • 

The RLG Mini•try of S>ci&l Welfare vehicles during the month 
comme iced hauling program cargoes and reached a tonnage of l 00, 000 kilos. 
This in:luded PL-480 commodities 0 rice, vegetable eeed and hou•ehold 
item• ordinarily iasued to refugees. Two loads were also moved to Site 
272 on a. trial basis. In succeeding months, as more trucks are returned 
to serv:.ce from the MSW repair facility, monthly tonnage could rise to 
400, 00(1 kilos. If this goal i11 realized, the need for contract hauling and 
USAID/MTB assistance will '>e greatly reduced 0 especially for thoee com­
moditiee to be issued to refu,;ees on the Vientiane Plain. 

II. RELOCATION ACTIVI:21ES 

Vientia:1e Plain 

Tbe Prime Minister. Prince Souvanna Phouma, together with Ambassador 
Godley and Director Mann, visited the Hin Heup refugee relocation project 
on 21 lVay 1972. As a result of their viait final approval was given to extend 
the all ·yeather road from Hi:l Heup into the Ban Done Valley next dry 13eason. 

A special status report on the Vientiane Plain is being prepared by 
this off: ce and will be distributed at a later date. 

Savannakhet 

Tile Seno Project is nearing completion. At the end of May. 284 
buffalo loans bad been ma.de. Mini•try of Social Welfare tractors plowed 
land fot 53 families. All refugee related construction activities have been 
completed with the exception of the repair to the dam. which i• now unierway. 

At the Thasano Relocation Site, work is progressing very well with the 
main read now 90% completecl and the Nam Bo Bridge 100% completed. 
Village streets within the 16 village complex are 20% completed. 
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Poor eecurity in the a:~ea hampered relocation effort.. Some p1•ogrese 
was reported, however, on the bridges and fish pond in the Phou Ba Chiang 
Project. 

Lua.ng Frabang 

The dry eeaeon road linking Xieng Ngeum a.nd Muong Nane waa 
completed. Also, village site clearing and village street con•truction was 
begun in the Long Nam Khan refugee relocation villages. 

W. PERSONNEL 

Jack Williamaon, Reft .gee .Affairs Officer, returned 31 May 1972 
from 1 DY Washington, D. C. where be participatec1 in hearings held by the 
Senate Subcommittee on Refugees chaired by Senat·:>r Kennedy. 

IV. l'OOD FOR PEACE 

~ ee attached report. 

V. LOGISTICS AND SUPF LIES 

'l"he following items WHre distributed nationwide for the periods ebown. 
PL-480 Title ll items are reported as an enclosure to this report: 

Item 

Rice 
Meat 
Salt 
Ric:e (lt>cal purchase) 

_April 

3,649.9 MT 
299.9 
98.64 

6. 57 

4,055. 0lMT 

4,295.47 MT 
179.3Z 
115. 64 

1. 62 

4,592.05 MT 
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Item i\pril 

Mosquito nets 1,485 
Mate 1, 328 
Blankets i:, 348 
Pane •f.:, 905 
Tool• Jf:, 342 
Plastic (rolb) 205 
Cloth ( rnetere} !,, 641 
ClothiD.l (piece) J, 829 
Pote 1, 767 
Water l ,uckete 665 
Candle1 43Z 
Rice seed(hill variety) ZZS. 8 MT 
Shovel• 79 
Blacksr~ith tongs 7 
Blacker:iith hammer -0-
Hoes 89 
Spoons 598 
Macheto 16 

Attachments (2) 
l) Monthly Refugee Status Rc,port 
2) FFF Monthly Report 

ORA:W•;Lukevl-

15 June 1972 

May 

5,651 
3.993 
4,633 
4,570 
3,829 
2,222 

366 
8,020 
9,630 
1,385 

•0-
74. 87 MT 
27 

9 
11 

-0-
12,876 

-0-

.• 
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