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John W. MacQueen, AD/RA 

Office of Refugee Affairs 
Monthly Report - April l 97Z 

i . GENERAL 

The total number of refugees reported nationwide as of the close 
of the month indicated a decrease from the March total by 1, 962 
persons. No single factor ca.n be attributed 'to this decline as relatively 
small numbers of new refugees continue to be reported in Ban Houei 
Sai 0 Luang Prabang, Savannakhet0 Pakse and the Vientiane Plain due 
to enemy activity. This was offset by movement of previously reported 
refugees to their original homesites and continued review of eligibility 
for assistance by field staffs. Details for each Region are indicated 
on tl:.e Monthly Refugee Status Report, attached. 

Warehouse construction continues on schedulea Wattay ware ­
hous~ reports 80 percent completion on excavation of the foundation, 
It is estimated that this wurk and the necessary fill will take two weeks 0 

after which concrete work can start. The Ministry of Social Welfare 
warehouse at That Khao has all fill work completed and pouring of 
concrete will start shortly. The Ban Amone Warehouse, also a Ministry 
of Social Welfare structure, has concrete work completed and erection 
of the building itself is now contingent upon arrival of parts on order 
from the United States. 

The large body of Meo refugees,who earlier this year moved from 
Xieng Khouang Province due to enemy action into Kio Nya and Phou Chia 
of Luang Prabang Province 0 were to move to Ban Xon the first week in 
May. The move was to be in accordance with a plan drawn up by RLG 
officials, which entailed the use of vehicles, airplanes, and movement 
by foot. As many of the rrefugees have been on the move since depar ture 
f:rom their original homes~ an exact count of the number of persons 
involved cannot yet be detEirmined. 

DISTR: OD, DD, AD/Mp AD/FIN, AD/F00 AD/PE, AD/RA{9) , 
EPM(2), SMB(2 J, FFPO, C&tR(3), AC/Vte , S·by0 LP, BH.3, 
Svkt, Pkse, XK ,, All Division Chiefs, Laos Desk- AlD/W 
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II. RELOCATION ACTIVITIES 

16 May 1972 

Good weather and rel atively good security has permitted re ­
locati.on projects to progress at a satisfactory pace during the month 
in most parts of the country. An overview of the major projects is 
1 isted below: 

Vientiane Plain 

Priority continues to be given to the Tba Ngone Reserve area. 
Const ruction of permanent housing is in the final stages of completion. 
Work has continued on permanent classrooms during the month. 
Minietry of Social Welfare bulldozers and farm tractors are still in 
the process of preparing land for rice cultivation for this planting 
season. The matter of land disputes in the area has been noted to the 
office of the Prime Minister by the Ministry of Social Welfare in a 
formal letter asking for clarification of policy and guidance for the 
futur,a. 

The Hin Heup project is now 85 percent completed. Housing and 
roadn are almost entirely finished and sixteen out of twenty temporary 
classrooms ready for use. Work on other projects such as temples 
has been started. All refu.gee families have been provided with upla.nd 
seed rice at the rate of 18 kilos per family. This amount of seed 
should be adequate for planting two rai of land 0 which each family attests 
to having cleared. 

Savannakhet 

Progress continues t:o be reported in the Thasano Relocation area.. 
Road work is moving very well with all 22 kilometers being completed 
within the next forty~five d.ays. A second well is now being drilled in 
each village site. 

All building projects are completed at the Seno Relocation site. 
Seedu and fertilizer have been distributed to the settlers. Buffalo Loan 
Program is moving again with Z08 animals purchased to date. 
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Pakse 

16 May 1972 

By the close of the montho 804 familiesscomprising of 4 0 605 
persons 0 have returned to the Phou Ba Chiang Relocation Site. It 
is entimated that as many as 825 additional families may be moving 
into the area during the month of Mayo In order to accommodate all 
of the refugees 0 four additional villages are being surveyed along 
the uix kilometers of secondary access road and will be known as 
Ville.gee 120 13 0 140 and 15. At the same time 0 sites for temporary 
disp1!nsaries have been selected and well drilling continues. Dis~ 
tribt,tion of mosquito nets,, machetes and axes 0 family seed packets0 

and :rice seed has also taken place. Every effort will be made towards 
resettling the refugees before the rainy season in order to give thern 
an opportunity to finish clt!aring their land. 

Luatlg Prabang 

Work in the Xieng Ngeun~Muong Nane valley site continues with 
refugees completing theil- homes and clearing land for rice. 

ID. PERSONNEL 

Jack WilliamsonD R1,fugee Affairs Officer who was on R &t R, 
departed Bangkok 30 AprU for Washington, D. C. to prepare for 
hearings scheduled for 9 May by the Senate Subcommittee on Refugees, 
chai~ed by Senator Kennedy. 

John L. Williams and family departed on home leave 20 April 
and (}xpect to return to post on or about 9 June. 

VI. FOOD FOR PEACE 

See attached report. 

V. LOGISTICS AND SUPPLIES 

See following page 
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16 May 1972 

The following item• were distributed nationwide for the periods 
shown. PL-480 Title II items are reported as an enclosure to this 
report. 

Item 

Rice 
Meat 
Salt 
Rice (local purchase) 

Mosquito Nets 
Mats 
Blankets 
Pans 
Tools 
Plastic (rolls) 
Cloth (meters) 
Clothing (piece) 
Pots 
Water Buckets 
Candles 
Rice Seed (hill variety) 
Shovels 
Blacksmith tongs 
Hoes 
Spoons 
Machete 

Atta(:hments (2) 

March 

3,870. Z MT 
365. 04MT 
105. 60 MT 

- 0 -

48340.84 MT 

3,472 
4,502 
5,840 
8,800 
3,644 

400 
6,343 
6,579 
6,835 

- 0 -
- 0 -
- 0 -
- 0 -
- 0 -
- 0 -
- 0 -
- 0 -

1) Monthly Refugee Statui; Report 
Z) E'FP Monthly Re;r_rt 

ORA:WCLuken~ 

April 

3,649.9 MT 
Z99. 90MT 
98. 64 MT 

6. 57 MT 

4,055.01 MT 

l, 485 
1,328 
2,348 
4,905 
4,342 

zos 
5,641 
1,829 
1,767 

665 
432 
ZZS. 8 MT 

79 
7 

89 
598 

16 
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