
OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO 

FROM 

January 31. 1972 

SUBJECT: January Monthly Repo1·t for Secondary Education 

Problems 

1. Lao language-arts teacher level 

The goal of Lao language as the language of 
instruction £or secondaTy schools requires 
teaching of the subject of Lao language. At 
the present time there are no programs for 
training teachers of Lao language for sec­
ondary schools. The college of education 
continues to conduct training programs in 
French and Eng Hsh as languages of instruc" 
tion and their curriculum does not inclu.de 
courses in Lao languageo 

A 1971 summer workshop offered several 
weeks of methods training to about 20 
(grade 10?) graduates of the Buddhist 
Institute to temporarily fill the need. This is 
the 3 ~ vet of teachers available to teach Lao 
language in grades 7=13 in secon.dary schools. 

It appears obvious that training of teachers of 
Lao language should be conducted in the Lao 
language rather than English or Fi·encho Par­
ticipant training programs do not seem to be 
an appropriate alternative. 

One possible source of Lao language teachers 
is from the first graduating classes at Fa Ngump 
Vientiane. They will have had seven years of 
Lao language classes for four hour: per week. 
They also b.ave received all of their seven years of 
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Problems ( continued) 

secondary schooling in the Lao languageo 
There remains the need to teach them how 
to be teacherso A summer workshop would 
help» but I believe something much more 
substantial is required. 

If a joint effort with teacher traini.l'lg could 
be worked out so that a two,~ year (grades 
14 and 15) curriculum could be offered with 
Lao {rather than English or French) as the 
language of instruction" the need for higher 
level teachers of Lao language could be meto 
A separate proposal for practical arts teacher 

training (grades 14~ 15) is being drafted. This 
might be expanded to also include Lao language 
teacher so 

2o TESL Consultant Requirement 

One of the major purposes of the English language 
program. at Fa Ngum project schools is to prepare 
students for successful entry into English language 
training institutions in Asia,, such at RE CSAM0 

and in English speaking areas abroad, such as 
the USA~ AuetraHa 0 etco 

Analysis has not yet been completed and the 
summer of 197Z will find a East~West Center 
grantee who will have finished her course work 
in TESL at the University of Ha.waH in Laos for 
her field wo:rk assignr.aento It is planned that she 
should com.plete an analysis of strengths and weak.~ 
nesses of English language instruction at Fa Ngurn 
project schools 0 assuming Ministry of Education 
and USAID clearances. 

.• , 
./~ 
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Problems ( continued) 

Each subject area in the curriculum has had a 
curriculum advisor assigned0 either full or 
half time. The exception to this is foreign 
language curriculum. Engl iah language training 
has been largely handled by International 
Voluntary Services personnel and French 
language training has been largely handled 
by French teachers from the French Cultural 
Attache. These teachers have done well 
using textbooks from France and England. 

An English language guide has been the work 
of a group of Lao0 English, and American 
English teachers working in Laos. Their 
guidelines have been of assistance,, but much 
more specific performance objectives, 
rationale and daHy lesson helps are needed 
if implementation of an EngUsh language 
program is to have a real impact on the 
students of Fa Ngum project schools. 

The next two to five years will see an ever~ 
growling number of Lao teachers of English 
trained at the Vientiane College of Education 
{grade 13 level) and at the University of 
Hawaii and other universities (BA level). 
These teachers will need gui.dancep assistance 
and encouragement from an expert in the 
TESL field. 

The inclusion of one or more other languages 
in Fa Ngum project schools will also need 
professional guidance and assistance from 
time to time. This, together with the English 
language implementation needs 0 require the 
full-time activities of a TESL,.,trained person .. 
National coordination of English materials and 
methods are additional duties which requ:~re 
both planning and presentation ti.me. 
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Problems (continued) 

Teacher training institutions in Laoa are lik9wise 
in need of assistance and guidance in English lan= 
go.age trainingo Since these schools arep for the 
most part!' on the grades 7 through. 10 level» the 
curriculum could easily be correlated by such an 
English language consultant. 

3. Electrical equipment and available volt/ cycle in Laos 

We continue to have problems with USA-produced 
audiovisual equipment which is equipped with 
115 volt11 60 cycle motors and bulbso Fa Ngum 
project schools have ZZO volt~ SO cycle current 
which ie usually put through a transformer reducing 
voltage from 220 volts to 110 volts. The cycles 
remain at 50 cycles because the transformer can­
not change this. 

The Model 500 Technicolor 8mm loop cartridge 
projector motors have burned out on several oc­
casions and some adjustments have been necessary 
to use USA-produced tapes in Laos. It is unfortunate 
that USA producers seldom have 220 volt and/or 50 
cycle equipment available. Almost any Asian source 
would provide these specifications., In the long run 0 

the USA equipment requires greater maintenance 
and repair 0 which often results in leas utilization 
of technology after the departure of the American 
advisor so 

Pro_1ress of Activities 

A., Teacher Supply Progress 

l. USAID/HRDD., Participant Training» reports the following teacher 
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Progress of Activities 

Ao Teacher Supply Progress (continued) 

trainees in various schools in Thailand who will be receiving 
diplomas or degrees in March and June 0 1972: 

Agriculture -~ 2 diplomaD high school 

Commercial - l bachelors degree 
1 associate degree 

Industrial Arts - 3 associate degree 

Matheir,atics •~ 1 bachelors degree 
2 associate degree 

Science , 2 associate degree 

Social Studies - _! associate degree 

Total 16 teachers 

Also one bachelors degree in English from the University of 
Portland will be awarded. 

We have reqt1ested that all 17 of these participants be returned to 
Laos for teaching experience before going on for further trainingG 
With the four schools now in operationp 16 teachers would mean 
about four per school to care for the 10 5 new students entering 
grade 7 at each school. Five to eight teachers will be leaving for 
further training in Thailand in May 0 1972v which further reduces 
the gains achieveld0 but assuming most of the 16 teachers are 
assigned to Fa Ngum project schools 0 the teacher situation should 
be less critical in October, 197Z 0 than it was in October 0 1971. 

z. The final year stll.dent-teachers from ESP incl12de eight math­
ecience teachers and 20 English-social studies teachers. Assuming 
half of these being assigned to Fa Ngam -project school8 0 we may be 
able to enco11rage some of our grade 10 graduates who are now 
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Ao Teacher Supply Progress {continued) 

teaching to go on to second" c:ycle Fa Ngwn (grades 11 - 13) 0 as they 
are replaced by grade 13 graduates from ESPP English Section. 

3o Teachers who have been teaching at Fa Ngum project schools 
for three to five years" who are either high school or associate 
degree graduates 0 and who desire further training are being encour­
aged to apply!' through the MoEP for training scholarships in line 
with a career=la.dder program recently de1-~eloped for the project. 
The major non=financial factor is still the question of replacing 
these experienced teachers in the classroom during their years of 
training. 

Some progress is being tnadev more progress is anticipated during 
the next few years and special teacher training efforts for Lao Ian,, 
guage=arts and practical arts teachers are being plannedo 

A c:areer=ladder programv based upon the concept of two ,to=five 
years of teaching experience between each two year participant 
training scholarship sho1tld result in a corps of professional 
teachers dedicated to the teaching profession and possessing 
assodater bachelors or masters degrees~ 

B. Curriculum Revi.G.ion Progress: 

An analysis of the current one year {three trimester) orientation 
sequence for the four practical arts divis ions indicates the fou:r,­
S~week sessions do not provide sufficient time for an adequate 
orientationo 

A proposal has been drafted and is unde:r dlscuesion to revise the 
orientation sequence by making it a two yraar (six trimester) pr0° 
gram as follows: 
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B. Curriculum Revision Progress (continued) 

First Year (grade 7) 

le Home Economics: Food and Clothing 
Zo Agriculture: Gardening and Animals 
3. Industrial Arts: Drawing _ Wood 0 Metal 

Second Year (grade 8) 

lo Commercial: Buamess Orientation 
z. Home Economics: Health and Grooming 
3. Industrial Arts: Electricity and Power Mechanics 

This would provide a wider range of experiences for all students 
as well as provide each student with more time and experience 
upon which to base his choice of a practical arts division for 
grades 9 and 10., 

The grade 9 and 10 courses for each of the practical arts divisions 
would be as follows: 

Agriculture 
Grade 9 Crop Production and Farm Mechanics 
Grade 10 Livestock Production and Farm Mechanics 

Com.rnercial 
Grade 9 General Business and Lao Typing 
Grade 10 Business Math and English Typing 

Home Economics 
Grade 9 Food Preparationv Nutrition and Health 
Grade 10 Clothing" Textiles 0 Crafts and Flower Arrangement 

Industrial Arts 
Grade 9 Woodworkmg or Metalworking 
Grade 10 Drafting or Electricity 
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Bo Curriculum Revision Progress (continued) 

Implementation of this proposal would not require a...Tly adjustment 
for grade 8 students in October 9 1972" except in the Commercial 
division. It will be possible to offer a one- trimester course in 
Lao typing for this cme class of students as a second Commercial 
division course. 

C. Building Projects and Plana 

Vientiane 
1. All classroom and spec~,a.1 buildings completed 
z. Curriculum Centel' building plans being redrawn after 

PWD review was completed 

Phone Hong - completed as of January 280 1972 
lo Classroom Building A 100% (Phase I) 
Z. Classroom Building B 23% 
3,, Toilet Building A 100% (Phase I) 
4o Toilet Building B 36% 
5. Science Building 100% (Phase I) 
60 Agriculture Building 45% 
7 e Greenhouse and Nursery 62% 
8. Shop Building A 100% (Phase i) 
9. Shop Building B 61% 

10. Auditorium l00o/o (Phase I) 
11. Home Econornica Building 46% 
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C. Building Projects and Plans 

Sava.nnakhet c, completed a.s of January 2.8 ~ 40% 
L Classroom Building A 44% (1 /3 occupied) 
Zo Classroom Building B 24% 
3. Toilet Building 95% 
4o Science Building 100% (occupied) 
S. Agriculture/Home Economics 100% (occupied) 
60 Auditorium 33% 
7. Shop Building 9% 
8. Greenhouse a.nd Nursery 12% 
9o Farm Equipment Building 12% 

Luang Prabang ~ completed as of January 21 0 1972 75% 
lo Science Building 71 % (occupied) 
z. Agriculture/Home Economics 76% (occupied) 
3~ Toilet Building 87o/o 

Other buildings in Phase II and III 

Phase II pla.ns have been reviewed by secondary education0 

Ministry of Education 0 PWD and OICC and are being sent 
out for bids., 

Phase III will include the auditorium and one classroom building 
wbkh were removed from Phase II due to lack of fundso 

NOTE: Hawaii Team Phone Hong Advisor Ah Chong Zane returned from 
home leave during the month and has resumed hie Monday 
through Friday residence in Phone Hong 0 with Sa.turday-
Sunda y in Vientiane. 

NOTE: Dr. H. EverlyD Dean0 College of Education0 and Dro T. Ibara., 
Campus Coordinator for the University of Ha.waU. contract teamp 
conducted their annual inspection visit on January 8~14. They 
were able to vi.sit each school site 0 meet numerous RLG officials 
and conslllt with various USAID/Laos personnel in tb.e course of 
their visit. 
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D. Textbook Prod11ction Progress: 

lo Some delay in pr·:>duction has been the result of m.ore careful 
checking and locating er:roi'S by staff members. Re-typing and 
making correctione in illustrations and text materials required 
additional time. 

Zo The lack of a staff illustrator has delayed the final production 
of several textbookso Among these are the Woodworking and Home 
Economics grade 9 texts. The MPC is not able to handle the work 
and we are reluctantly utilizing a staff translator and various cur­
riculum adviso?s to accomplish this work .. 

3. T he attad1ed three sheets pzovide the status of each textbook 
from grades 8 through 10. Wavy lines indicate work accomplished 
before July 1 9 l 97L Dates are completion dates during the past 
seven months. Percentages are the amount of work completed as 
of January 31 . 1972. 

Attachments A 0 BD and C 
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ATTACHMENT C 
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