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SUBJECT· Secr.mdary Education 1'...u-nthly Repr,i-t . ,ianuarr 1971 

Problems 
,::y·"-'--,_.._· _ ___. .. _._ 

Ne sig.n:ft~..,.t•t p ·ohl~m.s not reported pre-~iouslv, 

So many important dP°\relor.nnents took place during .fo.nuai-y that it is 
difficult to select ·highHghtcu, To start the list :he .Fa Ngt,m pro}ect 
warmly thanks the American Womenc s Club of Laos for ita fourth fe""r 
of financial ~nd moral sl!ppon The 197 I schol;:1.,"ship an-i school aid 
grant for the th:ree schools ia $3, 000 

Next on the iist of de'l(elopment~ was the uunatior, oi· the first unhersity 
graduate c-redit cot~-rse in the history of Lao.·n T uough an arrangement 
w'l.th the ContinuRtion Stuches Di:ds ion of the tfmT ,~rsity of Hawr}.ii 1 am 
l-eachin~ a three c1:edit course in Educational Ps'lfchc1ogy Five qtiahfieri 
members of the Fa N~um faculty a re enrollf'c! l · i a quite p:::...ssible that 
th0 offering:e. wil.1 be expanded next fall witb e'lrollmcnt offered to the 
community ,)t large 

Of special interest :m pro;ec.t development was th,, v-i ,a oF Mr Robe1·t: 
Cushing. Vice ChE.irma~ of t-he University of H<?., •ah Board of Regents 
ao.d Dr Teruo !hara Di rec' or of Foreign Contracts Dunng their 
visit, sever<2l forn1·).l >c\nd rnfotmal cont;acts were m;.,,.de with MoE officials 
the Emba:3sy the FSAID Duecwr s oifice the D-tvision of Education, the 
Progran"l Office and ~.:;:-ticipant Training, The .nain discussions were 
centered around the developme1_1t of the second cycle in the Fa Ngum. 
Schools and the proposetl N:ational Curriculum Center for Secondary 
Education which \.Ylll be ho 11sed in a. new unit to be built at Fa Ngum 
Vientiane 1n rPsponse to the MoE1 s request, thti Umversity wiH replace 



Team members; whose terms of service .are e.oding11 with Hniversity 
curriculum specialists Considerc,tion was also given to the ;,.ddition 
of consultation in h.ome economics and hn~uia~ks, Two returning 
team memberi:.., who h--~ve been statioll6-1 1n Vi,.,n,'''l11e., wHl bf> "'.ssigned 
berinnmg Tuly b'.\ field schools to implemE n.t a pohcy of :t,'ro,,iding 
fully oriented. consult.:-tr,.te for field stabons 'i'l.e visitors ro.r.;.de first 
hand obser\ationci of all three schools and judgE"d a.11 of them to be 
''verv good schools' , They also visited the new site at Luang Prabang. 
While at Savc1,nnakhet AC St-c-.ne arr,1nged con.fen n:es w1th Chao Kh::meng 
Sisouphan 

Arnong the n any dt>l.ightful social and tour e~,en':.s tho guests enjoyed 
were a dinner at the Dir~cto1· 1 s hozne a haci af the home of the Fa Ngwn 
Vientian~ pr:ncipal' s bo1ne lu.ncheon at the home of the I\G' s home in 
Sa'<.-annakhet and Rt tl1e trSXS Cultur~l Affairs Officer s ho.mt" dinner 
at Team n1.Prnbers hon1es and visitation to the n:i.arket, w f:F and 
agriculture 1·ese1.rch et.::.tions P. large reception. was held at Fa Ngum 
Vientiane Inchtd.r d on the menu. were boiled qud.il eggs rc'aflt chicken., 
and boiled swf'et coi:n .fror..1 the sc-liool fa rm 

An'.>tber even • ,,on i'anuarv 7J of :major importanc-t. io the pl.'oject Wc¼.s the 
arrh,al of Buildings and Equipment Specialist T<,.hn Rantala. nd his wife 
Judy John r; p-.-ofrE's10nal education in Trade lnd.ustrtal ard Technical 
Educ~ tic,n c>.nd e,x-1:en~1ve ex.pf"rien<'e both i.n the 'I.cited 5tate"> and .fo1•eign 
sen1cc 4 li2 years in PakistaP will prm,ide C;. xtre:mely-hl"'- 1 ~ ful sk1Us 
at ,.his stag of our development They are ,;,enn-nently ho•.!.Rf'd in a 
comfortable horne in K 6. John has uodergon,e, ar intensive orient .. ::.tion 
program anC.: he and Judy ha.vi.! ~--<?gun form..\l su dy of the La , langu-'ige 
Since Toh.u 6cr, et 'ill of the Fa Ngwn S<"'hools be and his ,>ff~ce manager 
Kongkham K,soph1c h ·t a re of fie a.1 in the main USA tD J.r.hninisira tioo 
buildmg 

The thre,• prmcipals of the Fa Ngum Schools be"l'e:n the devP.lopment of 
policy stat.•nwnts for the Na.tional Fa Ngu.,n Comprehensi-,e High School 
Program ar. P."' ,.+ of their graduate st11dies at the T nivers1ty of Hawaii 
dt..r4ng the BummeT of 1970 They continued these developments in a 
series of conferenclc"S bef

0
s.nnrn.g with a three day work conference in 

Phone Hong during the vacation pei:iod in December, TI-:.is was followed 
by meetings with MoE ofhd.als USAID/EDU and the U of H Team, On 
Saturday, 'anua-:. y 30, a &t rnn1::.t meetjng was called at the MvF: by 
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Director General Khamkhing Souvanlaeyn Director of Second::iry 
Education Pho1z Raspho1;.e,. assisted by the three Fa Ngum pl"incipals. 
presented their reconu-nendations Tn addition. to these officials, all 
members of the !-..1:c>E Depa.rtrr1ent of Second;;i.ry Education, MoE 
officials of the Der.Jcl rtment of Planning and Res ea '"ch. the Direr.tor 
of Vocational Education" and the Fniversity of Hat waii Consultation 
Team were in attendance, .An agenda was determined for the 
de"·elopment of the second cycle cuz-ricula., the is:mance of an arret; 
providing for the offering of the S€Cond cycle an<l the ;:'.doption of 
policy statements for prmnotio.11 of stlldPnta from the first to the 
second cycle Details wi1l be 1.·eported as soon a.e fm.aJ acceptance 
or modificahooJ l; !' the Ministry of Sducation ha, e been md.dc· O,:ie 
of the recommendatiofls of special interPst sugg"!::-ts a mark~d 
deviation from the- long established practice of promoting st11de.nts 
fro.m one echelon of the school system to c. 11...igher one solely on the 
baEis of special '.'.'xaxninatwns The propo<Jal inclu.dee the avtnmatic 
p:r·cmoticn .from. th,:> !ixst to the second cycle of f,tadents who .:.ttain an 
academic average of 2, 8 {on ct five pornt scale in which an A. 4" B=3" 
C:::2,. D= 1, and F -·01" 

A eeries of corue:re.,ces w•th OICC, AGR lr":igatic,n, the MoE 
OS.AlD/ED{T and the Deputy DirP-ctor eatablhhed the fo.dowing 
building target dates contractor::- will begin constrt.1.ciion fln 
Phase Ill Phone Hong Tune J.5; Stage 1 at. Savannsl-het March. lS. 
Luang Praban.g,, April 20., and 'i:he Curriculam Center at Fa Ngum 
Vientianr:, Septe1nber 15, However the date at Lu.ang Pra.bang is 

contingent upon the cl.?ar.a-.nce of titles to pri.vate hnds rndudt'd in the 
site and the Curriculwn Cente1: developmem. must be phased with the 
availability of La~) cu·t•iC"tlla specialists 

U of H Co.rurnit.,.nt H2 giwa ra at Phoue Hong 1s hap1,,1 to recei e relief for 
the heavy English teac::hing schedul<" b~ MoE s a ,sign.ment ·1f l\,fr Somsai 
who recently returned. fron-- studying in Nw~, Zeal;:ind Lack cf water 
and continued inability to use audio ,•1,-isual machJnes continue to plague 
the instructional program~ 'l'he contrAct has bee.c let for installation of 
t.he new gen~:catcra which should solve these problem.s The foundations 
for th~ teachers 1 cott£' gf"s were started. P:i'incipa! P''1one' s father in,, law 
of Luang Praba.ug &nJ his coolies donated the labor, AGR Irrigation 
completed the boundary su.r-vey; Fa Ngum studentt cut the brush for the 
engineers; encroachments by some bordering fa:rr:ie-..s caused some 



difficulties Phone Hong typewritersn tape recorder., amplifying unit, 
a.nd 8 mm filmstrip projector have been rep.a.ired 

At Savanna.khet,, U of H Consultants Yoshimoto, Zane 0 and Rantala 
accompan.ied Principal Hong Thong to inspect one of the contr.actor 1 s 
work in constructing school furniture, The inferior work makes 
acceptance of the furniture improbable; the matter is being studied by 
SMB and U of H Consultants,, M"'iterial requirem,3nts for the extension 
of the electric line to the school site from Savanoakhet City Power have 
been submitted to Mr, Daveler,, PWR 9 and U of H Consuhr:mt John 
Rantala They were prepared by the Director of City Power and 
Executive Officer Savannakhet Joe Tucker" Polyethylene curtaine 
have been made to facilitate falm projection in cl.:.sses Professional 
fiuns ordered from the Hawa,ii Education Association. W(. re shown to 
the staff at U of H Consult--::mt Yoshimoto' s home, Color wheel charts 
and a mock up clock fa.ce were constructed for cfo.ssrcom use The 
latter was constru•""ted by the shop teacher in the Lao }"':rench Tech.nicii\J 
SchooL 

The Chao Khcueng at Luang Pra.bang has forward,=!d leHe:rs a.r.d instructions 
to the Ministry oi Education requesting funds and docum.ents for the 
acquisition of the sn~an parcels of private land ,.,,hich are a ~rt of the 
school site, 

During the month tJ of H Consultants Yamauch1. Rantala Ts:utsuL and 
Wong serviced the Phone }long School; Zane and Hautala helped out at 
Sava.nnakhet" 

Nu.mero11s developments were made in instructior, and curriculum,, In 
agriculture Mr B.:1.ng has been designated unofficially a.s Depa:rtment 
Head and relieved of teaching duties in order to devote n1ore time to 
the training of his teachers and c1.1rriculum development, He and 
Consultant Yamauchi p1'epared the Phone Hong teacher and st\ldents 
for the reception of the school h'actor and eqa.,ipn:.ent Plant production 
at Fa Ngt1..,n VientianE! has emphasized diversification scheduled planting" 
efficient: irrigation and marketing The quail and chicken p..-ojects are 
going very well as are the farm rnechanics farm management and farm. 
accounting activ1tieso A.g students have installed additional faucets to 
assist the student body ln watering of camp11s plants and trees., MTB 
fabricated and instailed jeep trailer hitches and safety chains on the 
draw bars of the tractors, 
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Miss Mampa.hn Na Char.a~ssak returned to Laos after com1>Leting her 
degree at Southern Illinois University under MD/ PT sponoorship, She 
has assumed dut.:;,es as teacher of commercial su.hjects at Fa Ngwno 
Forty seven students purchased their own abacuses for home practiceo 

Consultants Stev·ens and Fag1wara and English tec1chers Ford Tufts,, 
Pennebaker,. and Somaai ~ttended the second nati,,nal conference on 
the teaching of English hel.d at Lao America Association, ConsultJint 
Yoshb:noto chose to teach his studenta at Savanna;iliet and was not able 
to attend Du.ring the conference,, the q11estion of adnnssion to the 
English section at the National ColJegl!> of Educattot1 came up Messrs 
Stevens and Ford :r.epreseatlng the intere~i.s of F.,, Nguxn students sug" 
gested that the practice of requiring the BEPC (Bl'.'evei" d 1etndes Premier 
Cycle which is gh, en in French is diSCJOir •. .inatary. 'The MoE is developing 
a special consideration for Fa Ngun1 stud,mts The• standing curriculum 
committee was extended and exp..>nded, \ts charge 1s to O evaluate and 
revise the first year syllabus. '2 continue work •>n second" third and 
fourth yec,r ~Y l!abi avd ,.3· write general objectiv·es of the English pro 
gram in Laos 11nd spet'tfic objecth"es for e._;ich ~ear of study, Messrs, 
Steven and Pennebaker wer.e ass1gned to the group on task on.e ri·" 

Un.dei- the d .. t:'ect,on of Principal Som.;;ak the tead•ers of L:1.0 language 
and social stud1t:;s are developing course objecti'ltns" both general and 
specific in -::ollabora.tion with Consultant Stevens" Discussion of the 
objectives have led to consideration of activity orien+ed classrooms, 
There are also begrnninga of the use of storfo.a nr;.d a:r.tlcles .m social 
studies Tt i.S hoped that rhese activities will take on interdisc i.pli~:rv 
as1>ects on a ,:;choolwide bns:is 

1n scienc.e lveekly tneet .. ng.s of Consultant Wong and the Lao tencher;it 
ha,re result~d in better org.;;nization of science eq .iipment impro,,ement 
in the contwuity of cy·cle one offerings and revision of the fourth year 
curriculum The increased effective use of au.cl fl ~,isual -iids has Rlso 
been implem.>nted The aae of loc:o.l p.rodu.cts u1 ~ix~;:·imen'"s is on the 
increase, Consultant Nong and teacher S .. vang hc,ve r1.et with Hat Dok 
Keo officials to discuss the latterr. s teaching of science there 
Dr, &mphoun Mo E Inspector General., conferred with Principal Somsak 
and Consult.ant Won~ on the teaching of science, 

In m.athe1rJ.<".t1cs Department Chairman Slsouphan is translating 3M visu;1l 
aids to be nnde into transp-zrencies with Lao titles a.nd script. The !h-st 
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year curriculum i<j being stud,ed and rev1a<?.d; th,i thud yea.c has been 
written dUd i8 under d.1. :,cu.ssion: tht, seco.11d ye"r textbook ,.s typed and 
awaits a fP."% more ,.11ur-:trations before Sl1.bmission for printing, 

The home econom?.c a teachers have com~!cted tn im•entory of equ1pment 
and translating s'lme into Lao, They are also developing a yearly 
budget for expend,~ble items 

Teachers meetrngs in in.d.vat:i:ir.:.J ~l rt& w0J'<P centc1 ed on rmproved 
teaching techniqnesi control of supplies ain.d eqt1 i_'lrnent leE·son plans 
assigr,.ment and opera.ti.or> ::iheets, Students are den'ionst:ratrng growth 
in knowledge and skills ill woodwork., sheet meta •r, .;,n,d elech·icity 
The orientation cycle is scheduled for Savannakb,?t for the current 
eight week ;.,enod Mr Dou.ang, the inatructoi; h.: ,-; hu.d (~Xpf:idence 
both in. Vientian~ and Phoi1e Hong 

,January 1te1ns of inl:erert include the ~ olun~eenng of over 100 Fa Ngum 
students t,-.. help cl.ear the landscaping ground J cl Wat Phra Keo, The 
grou.p were !:?'.\H·ats r,f thf-' Garden Club of the A1ner1c~n Women's Club 
under th.e direction. c,f Mrs Donald MitchelL, 

Second, :l colorful brochure. written m Lao, E.aflif>h and Fren("h and 
describmg th.1: !.<', Ngum schools w~1s prrnt.Pd !)y CM., It w1H he used as 
a public relations rri.ediurn, 

La.stly Do1J.an~ Pan1-•a fonner CDA at Phone Hoa_g left fo.,· four years 
study at the Univf>l."Sity of ~waii His education ie herng fin.a.need in. 
part by former CO.AA Lor:mg Waggoner 

Visitors at the F .a Ngwn schools duri.o.g Tanu.a. ry ncl uded f•,Jrs Herbert 
Woolley· and he-r ·Mathe-r, M-re, Titsworth Both have 2 special interest 
l 1. educatrnn a>1d judged f:he Vientinne school t~, he a remarkable achieve 
ment.. C.evgruphy Professors Roland Fuchs and ,fohn Svc.reet of the 
Unhrers1ty of Hawaii were impressed. with the cu:·ricu.lum and textbook 
developmental procedures, They viewed them as being sound and 
exciting, Thtu visit was a follow up of MoE 0s Dtrecto:.- of Elementary 



,7 

and Adult £ducai.ion Kha,mpao s studies at the Urnveraity las, fall 

Visito1·s at Fa Ngum. Sa-vanna.kh0t inc-111.ded Mr, Wh:ttbred British 
Embassy consu.lt?r1t on the teaching of English at the r-.ration~l CoU.ege 
of Educatwn and bis Lao counterpart Mr Botmi.ieng, They observed 
classes and discussed th..=, tea.chi.Pg c,f Engl ~sh ~-t our Scwannakhet SchooL 

EDU/SE: .DR Collins;, 


