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Nor-miin W., Green, Chief Fduoation Division 

OOBJEG'1': Education Di visloi. Monthly Report for August 1970 

September 8, '97C 

Elementary schools opened fo1· the 1970-.71 achool year on Septenber 1 Fur-c.liet 
assessment of the school situation ~ill be made next monthJ) but the .i:.'ollo,,._:_~ 
are some preliminar.r observationso 

1 c The timely ar.:riva], of Colonoo Plan school. supplies corr~)ined with U3AIL 
notebooks and common use 5Upplies has assured an adequate amount of 
slates.!' notebooks.i; and other basic materials for all areas. Flood; ng 
in some places (Ban Keun~ I3oz1.khane, Pakse) has delayed distribution 
somewhat4 

2, Reading tooks wi1J be in fairl;y adequate supply 1 hat the 1-'inistry P;;i,~ 
depleted its reserves of books for other sub,jectso Some PSis have a 
reasonable supply of at least some of the books in their own warehouse~.,. 
but places where there hav~ been la.rge dislocations of schools <Xieng 
Khouang, Houa Phan) will be short of most textsc 

3" A lot of work remains to be done tlJ re-establish Xieng Khouang am Houa 
Phan sc'hcols o However j the basic ingredients , adJninistration.1- teachers,., 
building materials for new schoois9 and school supp1.i.es) a.!'e either in 
place or ready to moveo 

La.r.ry Woodson began his o:mtract, services on September 1 as special education 
ad-v'isor Jor refugee schools in the Vitntiane arrl Xieng Khouang a.rea_s o We A.re 
glad to have his assistancew 

Summer training for teachers ani swmner stuctent work programs neared completi.on 
thi_s montho These productive act.i. vi tie a occupy much of the di vision r, s time 
during June» July, and Augusto One type of stooent project has caught the 
interest of the Ministry and will probably be expanded in the future" This is 
volunteer teaching by high school students in rural arrl refugee corrmunities, 
which amounts to a Lao version of an Upward Bound program plus a considerable 
amount of community develoµnent activity Q 

Cuz:riculum work at all levels continues to gain r.iomenttlllto A senior position in 
the Ministryvs Elementary Education Department. for a c!eputy director for technical 
services has at last been filled by a returnee from France, Chao Vanita" A 
second position1 for the head of the office of E'tudes ~ Prggrammes, has been 
filled by a former AID participant, Lang Souphida. Plans are being made to 
undertake a revision of the Lao history curriculum in elementnry schools ani to 
do a serious study of the elementary testing programo 
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A . .;11ccessful seir:rna.r c,.,ncerning 1...ne content c,f the J:,IJgram of stJ.uie:s of 1..3.o 
g~ography in secondary schools has "Cecent.ly been ,;:omplet ad. Min.i.st,er Leuar,1 
prc1ised the effort and requeetai. more curricultu-:-. n cje;::t s of thi:ci type for 
other areas of the edut,[itlonal p:cograr'L 

As :·eported by Lrr. Cci::. l.1.nsl' a goo<! beginning has i:il'3o been made cm planning tre 
re"i.'is:i.on of the cu.~·ric11 lm, :In the coLleg(~1i towards e. more·· compreh~si ve typs 
program taught in Lao 

Urive:::·sity of lfaua:H technician Stanley Yoshimoto moved to S1J.vanrakhet thL.; 
roo; th to assvme his dnt ies as advisor at the ne'.1 Fa ~gur,i school. Ccnstructiori 
of the school is be.i.og plarmed cw a. totaJ. package, includ-i.ng the layout for 
agr'icult,ural c';.~ti v:Lti esc This ha.; caused some delay in {.Ont,rr\ctir•g for the 
,construct.ion of the St;hool. but will be of great benefit. i,1 the long runo CLJ.SS{;;S 
will begin Octobar l, as scheduled; us:i.n.; borrowed facilH,hJs cf the Sa.vanna',;:het 
Tcc··1ni!!a.l School .. 

The attached report by 'l:yr:>n Thorna:'l relates the: good pr0gress t:iet is being 
nB. ... ~e towards esta.hl:tshJPg .:1 sy1:1tem for maintenance of the buildin.L;S• and grou.v's 
at, ESP. \~e are grateful f:,r the boost given by BPR in removing the fallen t,r·u,s 
from the camp1.1s o 

Mike Fields took over from i...-,;.rry Woodson 3.S Aasista.nt Chief of Party for the 
IVS .Education teem this ruontlio A competent. group of 22 IVS teachers is now 0n 

boaru to begin the sch,.)ol sear r;-::tober ! ~ 

1'..ao GL1taa..'!IB., Dire"tcr of Educational Planning and Statistics, depa:rt.ed for the 
United States on September 1 on a six· week llSIS leadership study progranio 
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