
What is LAA? 

LAA, the Lao-American Association, is a pri­
vate cultural and educational organization 
registered with the Lao government. It is a 
binational center of the sort found in many 
countries around the world. In the case of 
Laos, this means that it enjoys the support 
of members of both Lao and American comm.uni­
ties, who may join as regular members. In 
addition, persons representing other nation­
alities may join as associate members. LAA 
was founded in Vientiane in 1956. It moved 
into its present home on Rue Setthathirath 
in 1969. 

What does LAA do? 

LAA's best known activity is English teach­
ing. At present, about 1800 students are 
enrolled in more than 90 different English­
language classes taught in the LAA building 
in Vientiane. There are another 500 stu­
dents enrolled in classes LAA teaches else­
where in Vientiane. Finally, about 450 stu­
dents are now enrolled in classes taught at 
the LAA branch in Luang Prabang. 

What else does LAA do? 

LAA provides frequent social and cultural 
activities for its students and members. 
Exhibitions, lectures, film shows, athletic 
competitions, dances and other events are 
scheduled regularly and announced in a 
monthly activities bulletin. LAA publishes 
a magazine, Friendship, which is distributed 
six times a year to members and students. 

Who run ~ ? 

LAA is run by its members, who meet once 
yearly. Each year, the LAA membership 
elects a board of directors which consists 
of six Lao and six American members. The 
board of directors elects its officers and 
meets monthly to review administration and 
consider questions of policy. Day-today 
operation of LAA is handled by an adminis­
trative staff. 

How is LAA supported? 

LAA derives the major portion of its income 
from its English-teaching activities. Some 
income comes from membership dues, activi­
ties, contributions, and grants from the Lao 
and American governments and from private 
organizations. 

How do I Join? 

Send a completed membership application form 
and one year's annual dues to LAA, Rue 
Setthathirath, Vientiane or BP No. 328. An­
nual dues are 600 kip for regular or associ­
ate members and 200 kip for students. As 
soon as the board of directors approves your 
membership, you will begin receiving activi­
ties notices and Friendship magazine. 
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(Below} LAA hosts a coverage 
of an American Presidential Election. 
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(Right} Graduates of the LAA 
English-teaching program. 
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