
CONSnTUTION 

OF THE LAO- AME.RIC.AN ASSOCIATION 

. adopted . by the Annual :_}eneral Meet i ng of February 7, 1970 

TO REPLl,CE. TES STATUTES OF D~C~l-IBER 1963 . 

This Constitution was app:rnved by t'.1e Ambassador of the U::i i kd StE tes of America 
on February 1 O, 1970 , and by the Minister of t•-10 Interior of the Kingdom of Laos 
on February 20 , 1970 ; and thereupon entered into eff ect . 

Article I . 

The As sociation shall be known i:1 ·1..nglisL i3 -she Lao- ~erican Association (LAA) 
and in Lao as the Samakhom- Lao- Ameriqan ( ~~lJ'lfi',lJ<e'l;) - 9~lJs:n:u C (;J.;ig } ) . 

Article II . Purpose of the Association 

The Lao- American Association i s an ·educational and _cultural organization devoted 
to strengthening the bonds of understanding between the peoples of the Kingdom of 
Laos and of the United States . It is non- profit , non- political and non-sectarian . 
Its annual program of activities may include the following : 

Article III . 

1 . Edkcational programs , especially those bearing on the 
languages , cultures , history, ins titutions and ideals of 
Laos and th3 United States . 

2 . Organization of lectures , exhibits , concerts , broadcasts , . 
screening2, and othnr cultural and artistic activities . 

3. Publica tior, of bullcltins , brocl'.'ures, books , and s ii'Tlilar 
,;ia teriaL:.; . 

4. Sponsorstip of activities of other organizations having 
sirr.ilar ai!:is . 

Locatic·E 

The principal center .of the Lao- Ar;1eric[;.:, jl_5soc~L:t::01:, s:1all be in Vientiane with 
branches in other parts of the Kingdom J

1
'J:D c7 eF.m'c fLcally and culturally just ifiable 

and practicable . Branch ass:Jciat:Lons s~1al:i. ::'.:-unct::on uri:ier the author ity of this 
constitution and the Board of Directors . 

Article IV . Me:-;1bership 

1 . Regular Member ship in the Association is open to all ·c itizens of Laos and 
of the United States 18 years of age and ·over , upon__pa:yment of tr"e current dues , 
who share the aims of the Association ancl who wish to participate in its activities . 
Voting rig~ts are r eserved to Regular Members . 
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2 . Associate 1-Ierr.ber snip i s open t,, 1211 tLose 18 yoc:.rs of age and over who do 
not hold Lao or Americe.n citizensliip but. ii: evc:cJ ot~e1· 1 .. i"iy confo1°rr. with t he re ­
qu i rement s for r egular ;:ierribershi p . As:,;cci,c.te Members sL1:,ll pay the scme dues as 
Regv_lar Me:nbers and be eligible for participation in all activities of the Asso­
ci at i on save that of hol di11g cf_----i ,:·--: r~1 ~~ . 1.-oti·• -: . 

J . Student MemberslciD is op1:", ~c alL sc·1oc~1.t.J 1.2der 18 ;:{ear,; of age r ,:igis t er ed 
in classes of the La o- Arn.eric:2-n As :oc:'a ~i ,~n :·,-y, -;,o lo~·.-; as they co11.tinue in the i r 
c ours·es , anc. to former students 1,!J10 OY.:):.>Y'"'!:iS ., con-;:,inued. interest in ~he Associ a t ion 
a nd are not eli [;ible for Re6-tl]__ar or ,·,ss,:-,ds·ce Me:"1bers~:2.p . St·,don.t Nembers may not 
v ot e or hold office 1::,ut shc..11 ha·,,e o·,1 o,· p:t'i ,·i leg2s of me:7',be r ship determined by _ 
the Boar d . Students enroll 8d in clussL3 :,:_s.l~ pay :no dues . Former students shall 
pa y dues to be do t ernined by ti,e Boant oi' Jir8c-c,or.~ . 

4 , All member ships are subj :'ct to t ,e a,m·o, 0al of t:r~ Boar d of Directors . 

Ar t icle V. Board of Director2 , Slection [,ncl Du-c i es 

1 . The Boar d of Directors sltall be. the governi~1g body of the Association , 
elected fro:n the r e:;ular membe:rsh i p or f:t"Jl'l persor:s uill i nE; and eligible to become 
member s , and consisting of an ·eq_-ual nu..r;,_l::,er of Lao (6) nd American (6) citiz.ens . 
An a dd i tional· two members of each nation2.lit;:,1 , to be desj_r:snati:,d first and second 
a l ter nates , shall be elected to serve in case of resignation . At t he first meeting 
followi ng its election the Boar d shall cl.oose f·C'01r1 its member ship the f ollowing 
officers : 

Presicl•::mt 
..Tj.co- Presidunt 
.3e cret,:, ry 
lreasur.3r 

2 . Elect i ons : The Board of Di1·,~ctors sha :=.l be 2l2ct-ed b;/ ~-;ec::.0 et , mailed 
ballot , prior to the Anrn.10.l llec.,tine: of' "he Gener&l l-!e::.bership , f:-:or,1 a s18. te of 12 
Lao and :2 A::noricDn c2.ndidates , to ,3erv':' for a ter,r, of ·12 ,r.on-~hs . An affirmat i ve 
r esponse by 25% of the menbers hip s112,ll cons ti -::-u-':,e , lecticn . Th" c&ndida t es for 
the Board shall be selected i n advance by ,::irct,lating to e,J i r·-·t7ular ,,i_embers a 
lis t of those elitible for offi ce a!1d request ing the, -~ ~> y c~10 -:::is ,: c<°,nd i da t es from 
among t hose listed . In addition, tr0 ?resic'.snjc• shRl:;_ '"-_!)point a conr,_.itt.ee of not 
more t ilan tl1ree per so1~s to supervise L,is poll of tl:s :',elJbers hi p and to pres e nt 
other s uitable nc:.mes ·when necessary . 

The elect i on of officers at the first r:iedt.ing of th no 1 
.. 1 Bear d wiil be by secret 

ballot with ea cl-. member statint~ his choice opposite the offise listeJ on the ballot . 
In cas e of a t i ':l , a neH vote vill bu taken . C1,L,il s'J.cr. ti:ne as the newly elected 
Boe.r d hns convcn8d and selected i t,i: o __ ficcrs, t;ie out,_·oin? officers shall continue 
to per form the d.uties of thei1 resp,2cti"re offices . 
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3. Dutie s of Boa::.~d of· Directo::.0 s : 

The Board or Dir 'Bct or;:; s: ~,11 : 

. . . 
a) Be responsiblE: for :~,; i,i:_t'.)-_":,:::P,1tat_:_::;r, of' tr.o pr.::sent cc,,sti{~1,:_tion . 
b) Be the cons ti tu tee:. a utl-:.or i -':,y o.f ~Le Association and present in its 

name ti-~e annual :.'eport cf its :::.ctivit i es . 
c) Approve -a.ll activi ti·:,s c f "G· " J~s~,oc i.e.tion incluclinlz recipi ents of 

an,.. scl1ola:!. .. ships t-•-~at ~r:a:r Cect)J~e a·vailable . 
d ) Approve activitL,s of tL,• -✓aLLOctS br ancLcs tlnc, tLo avnortionment 

and use of availaJ--,lr- funds o.lJcc-c,e-1 to t;-,or,1. 
e) Deter., ino amount,3 oi' ,.lues [;_1,c, fees . 

. 4. Duties of the Offic e,,..::;: 

The President s~1all pr9side o·,10r all :ne0ti1"':;s of the .zeneral 1.1embership and of 
t he Board of Dir,~ctors . l-ie si~a=._1 t:o tr.Lu cffi cial representati,re of t}·.o .Association 
and shall , be r esponsible for thn execut i on of the~ provisions sot f ort ;-, in the Con­
stitution and :i:.' or i :npl_e 0aentjng tltr; de9i.=:icns of tl1e 0oar::l of Directors anc. of t r..ose 
of the membership rr.eetiE,~ i n general ass enbl y . Cm voice or roll call 'Tote s at 
meetings of t:':e Boarci. Le shall ·.rote or:lJ to make or Lreak a tie ; in all other ballots 
he shall vote &s a r e~ular r1embe:t . He ,:1ay call special neetircgs of the Boar d and of 
the genera l meeben;hip at an;{ time tl,at } ~ feels it is r:.ecessary . He srall s hare 
with tJ--0 TTeasurer tLe r es po1-,sib_i l i ty for supervL:;j_~1g all financial transact ions of 
the As sociasion . Ee si;.c..11 aL0 o pr"-sent u Pr e::; j_der:t I s report at the Annual Meet ing 
of t he Goneral illdnbers j_i_ p . 

Tte Vice- PresiUent shall assist the Presidei1t i11 all I" i s Ctut i o:J , r 0place him 
in case of ai;senc0. nn::l ~-,,dcrtake ary speciD.l co1TiI11issions assipnod to hira -by t e 
President . 

The Se cret,ary shall r,3 c ord ~re minutes of i:L,, :1eet::_,i6 of T,lic Boo.rd of Directors 
and of t te ~eneral me~bcrship meetings &nf be raspor:sible for ~~e supervision of 
the staff i11 :"iling c orresponde11c.2 , pl"'·?~Jer~-.1inG I'ecor--1s , is s~ir1g rc.c·1~0L;.;ership cards 
a11d notif~ri:ng th8 I:1e10.°:)ersl~ip of r~Ie~-:t~-;..ncs . 

Tte ?rsasurer sta2.l i-e r'::spo::1sE::i.c for s:...i.::-:·,:i:.tir1g , a t -c:_,._; Tequ.est of the Board , 
r eports of th, fina ncial stat·c1s of the or~'.aniza1,icL c,r:c'. presonti;1g e_ r,:port to ~the 
General ?-1o:ntersi·ip a t th--- Armua l l·boV~n;::; . Fe .,1,211 also supervise the ke e pin13 of 
fino.~1cial records , 2. rn, s>are wi tl, trK· Prcsic.c:,t :,:;c rcspon.JihLli ty fc2'.' supervis ing 
all financi:::l tr::.i.nsaci:io11~-, oi' -~1 -~ A3 sociation . 

Article VL Admini strati on 

Tlle general a d,,1inistration of tho As sociation is delegat ed to tJ-e Director of 
tho Lao- Ar.ieri cai1 Association and to }· is stDff ;.fr.ere rnatters of policy are not con­
cerned , The r i gLt i s r eserved to tho Boa r d to inquire into the ad1:1inistrative 

--- ; 
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activities at any time and to take appropriate action Fhere the Boar d 1 s respons i ­
bilities are concerr:.ed . The Dire ctor _ of th0 Asso iaticm is charged by the Board to 
i nform t be President or the Vice- Presi6e::-,t ( o:- tLoi:' c1Gsignees) of any planned 
activities wi;.ich, in h::.s judg~1021t , reql.i re Board aEJrova l. 

All me::nbe-rs Qf the aclrr,inistrat::;;e sta:~~, in·::l..1 . .:.-~nt: the Director , serve subject 
to the approval of t he Eoard . 

Article VII . 

The Lao- J..merican Associat i cn 
shall support itself by : 

sl1all f\11.1ction 

1 . Membershi p dues 
2 . Inco:ne from activities 
3 . Tuition 
4. Subsidies and grants 
5. Donations 

a non- prof it association and 

All grants and donations shall be subj ,c,ct to the &ppr oval of th,:: Boa rd . 

Real property of any ~<ind necessary to carry out the aims and objectives of the 
Association may be acc1uirod and reto.ined or disposed of by permis:::: i on of the Board . 
All Board nerr.be r s serve without romune:ration and no '.:1ember shnJ.l be held indi vi­
dually respor:.sibl ,_, for the financial obli,~atio,1s of thE" Association . 

The Di rector of tL0 Association sha11 !JrE'sm-:t to Gi:<c, incoming Boa r d for approval 
a budget foracust fol' ~:-1e forti1cmd.i1g ~,,-ear . 

Article VIII . i-ieetiLg'..- , '.)uoru-:-:1 , and Procedure 

1 . The Board of Directc11 s ;:-1ir1c..."i..1 .nee·~ c .. t l•.:;ast 011c:e ec1ch nor..tL . Jin Annual 
Me eting of the General Herr'll::-ersLip i::- / '8• LL.i:cc..'.: &:l'., sr.::l:'.. !)e helc} c:s ;:;oon as pract i ­
cable aftei· the beginnin{1 o:· tr·, ct..L nr:lr,r -·car . Snr~cie.l r::.e-.,tin, ·.-:; :my be cc:::.lled at 
any: tir:ie ty the PresiJ.cr:t or on '·ik uritte~--, req·,~2.st, of 25% of t~:e regular member ­
s hip . 

2 . A quoru.-rn at t ho meeti:cigs of tLP- Boa r e of Directors sllall cm-:sist of half 
the members of t he Board , tuo of v!hom n:'J.st be officer-2 and t'v1c of ,,rhom must be 
of a different nat i onal i ty than t~_;=; other::, pr3sont . 

A quor um at the AnnUDl i1eetin.::; of the, general '.nc:;,ber sUp sbo.11 consist of the 
Regular Mernbers pr eser:t . At this rneeti:i.,g tJ-:.<0 me,.:bers of t;, 13 new B0a r d shall be 
presented to the Generc,l Members L.ip e.nd the Annual ?..epo1'ts givon . 

A quorllfil at a S p e ial Heeti:i.1g of the G,oneral Mc-mber s:bip_ s~1all consist of the 
Regular Members pr esent . 
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A quorwn at a Special General l1eetil-"g to anend t he constitution shall consist 
of 25% of the Regular Meinbers . 

Articie 1X". 

This Constitution may be amended by: 

1 , having ·the proposed anendments sent by :nail to tl;.e entire Regular Member­
ship , accompani ed by a form for acceptance or rejection , wi t h a one month ' s period 
alToi.,ieif for· cons°idei,-ation : . The ~roting s ::a_"ll ·be-· \raTiCl·only :iT at .. Teo.st 25% of tne 
Regular Members reply . An affirmative Yote of two- t l0 irds of all r:1embers ~oting 
will constitute approval; or 

2 , calling a special general ;r,eei::,ing after having circulated by mail the pro­
pos e_d amendments , again allo,-;ing for one month I s cm1sideratio:c. , and approval would 
be constituted by an affirmative vote of two- t hirds of Regular Members present 
and voting . 

Amendments to the Constitution are subject to the approvo.l of the Lao Minister 
of the , Interior or his designee and of tLe Lmerican L"llta.ssador or b~is des i gnee , 

Article X. Dissoldion 

The Association con be dissolved under extraordiP-ary circwnstances by the 
Royal l.ao Goverrrnent; or at a Heetin£s of the General Membership attended by at least 
three - quarters of th~ Refular Hember.s, provided that approval for dissolution is 
given by at least two- t hird,s of the members present . A report, of tlle dissolution 
shall be made to the proper- authorities, such as tr e P..111'cassf!.dor of the United States 
of America and the Minister of the Interior of t he Kingdom of Laos , 

The possessions of the Association shall be disposed of as determined by the 
Minister of tt.e Interior of the Kin6doJTJ of Laos c..m.i the ABcassador of the United 
States of America , in consultation •,ri th me;,;bcrs of the Board of Directors . 
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