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CONSTITUTION 

OF THE LAO- .A.HERICJ>.N ASSOCIATION 

adopted by the Annual General Meeting of February 7, 1970 

TO REPLllCE TI-IE STATUTES OF DECBHBER 1963 . 

'i'his Cons ti tut ion wc:.s approved by t he Ambassador of the United States of America 
on February 10 , 1970 , and by the Minister of the Interior of the Kingdom of Laos 
on February 20 , 1970 , and ther eupon entered into effect . 

Article I . Name of the Association 

The Association shall be known in English is the I.ao- ~me r i can Association (LA.11.) 
ancl. in La o as the Sa1r.akhom- Lao- American ( ~:::JJ'1ciJJ@'1J - 9:::GJJS:lllJ C ~@9 ) ) . 

Article II . Purpose of the Association 

The Lao- American Association i s an educational and cultural organization devoted 
to strengthening t he bonds of understanding between the peoples of the Kingdom of 
Laos nnd of the United States . It is non- profit , non- political and non-sectarian . 
Its i.lnEual progralT! of activities may include the following: 

1 . Educational programs, especially those bearing on the 
languages , cultures, history , i nstitutions and i deals of 
Laos and the United States . 

2 , Organization of lectures , exhibits, concerts, broadcasts, 
screeni ngs , and other cultural anc artistic activities . 

J . Publ ication of bulletins , brochures , books, and similar 
materials . 

4. Sponsorship of activities of other or ganizations havi ng 
simila r aims . 

Article III . Location 

The principal center of the Lao- Ameri can Association shall be in Vientiane with 
branches in other parts of the Kingdom when deemed f i s celly and culturally justifiable 
ai:.C practicable. Branch associations shall function under the authority of this 
const:l.tution and the Board of Directors . 

Article IV . Membership 

1 . Regular Membership in the As s ociation i s open to all citizens of Laos and 
of t1ie United States 18 years of a ge and over, upon payment of the current dues ; 
ul:io snare the aims of t he Associ ation and who wish to participate in its a ctivit i es. 
Votin13 riG:1ts are reserved to Regular Members . 
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2 . Associate Membership i s open to all those 18 years of age and over who do 
not hold Lao or American citizenship but in every other way conform with the re­
quirements for regular membership . Associate Members shall pay the same dues as 
Regular Members and be eligible for participation in all activities of the Asso­
ciation save that of hol ding office and voting . 

3. Student Membership is open to all students under 18 years of a.ge r egi s t ered 
i n classes of the Lao- American Association for so long as they continue in thoir 
courses , and to former students who express a continued interest i n the Association 
and are not eli gible for Regular or Associate Membership . Student Members may not 
vote or hold office but shall have other privileges of membership deter mined by 
the Board . Students enrolled in classes shall pay no dues . Former students shall 
pay dues to be determined by the Board of Directors . 

4. All member ships are subject to the approval of the Board of Directors . 

Article V, Board of Directors , Election and Duties 

1 . The Boar d of Directors shall be the governing body of the Association, 
elected from the re~;ular membership or from persons willing and eligi ble to beco::1e 
;ner,1ber s , &nd consisting of an equal rn.1.rnber of Lao ( 6) and American ( 6) citizens . 
An add i t i onal two members of each natione.lity, to be designatod first and second 
alternates, shall be elected to serve in case of res i gnation . At the first mectin~ 
following its election the Board shall choose f:com its membership the followi ng 
officers: 

President 
Vice- President 
3ecretary 
Treasurer 

2 . :Slections: The Board of Directors shall be elected by se cret , mailed 
ballot , prior to the Annual Meeting of the General Mer.1bership , from a skte of 12 
Lao and 12 Americ2n cc:,ndidates, to serve for a term of 12 months . An affirmative 
r esponse by 25% of the membership shal l constitute election . Th.! candidates for 
the Board shall be selected i n advance by circulating to all regular members a 
list of those eligible for office and requesting that tbey choose candidat es from 
among those l i sted . In addition, the President shall appoint a committee of not 
more than three per sons to supervi se this poll of the membership and to present 
other suitable names when necessary . 

The election of officer s at the first meeting of the new Board will be by secret 
ballot with each member stating his choice opposite the office listed on the ballot . 
In case of a tie , a new vote will be taken , Until suet time as the newly elected 
Bo&rd has convened and selected its officers , the outgoing offi cers shall continue 
to perform the dut i es of their respective offices . 
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3. Duties of Board of Directors: 

The Board of Directors shall: 

a) Be responsible for the implementation of the present constitution . 
b) Be the constituted authority of the Association and present in its 

name the annual report of its activities , 
c) Approve all activities of the Association including recipients of 

any scholarships that may become available , 
d) Approve activities of the various branches and the apportionment 

and use of available funds allotted to them . 
e) Determine amounts of dues and fees . 

4 , Duties of the Officers: 

The President shall preside over all meetings of the general membership and cf 
the Board of Directors . He shall be the official representative of the Association 
and shall be responsible for the execution of the provisions set forth in the Con­
stitution and for implementing the decisions of the Board of Directors and of those 
of the membership meeting in general assembly . On voice or roll call votes at 
meetings of the Board he shall vote only to make or break a tie; in all other ballots 
he shall vote as a regular member . He may call special meetings of the Board and of 
the general membership at any time that he feels it is necessary. He shall share 
with the Treasurer the responsibility for supervising all financial transactions of 
the Association . He shall also present a President's report at the Annual Meeting 
of the General Membership . 

The Vice- President shall assist the President in all his duties, replace him 
in case of absence and undertake any special commissions assigned to him by the 
President . 

The Secretary shall record the minutes of tho meeting of the Boar d of Directors 
a nd of the general membership meetings and be responsible for the supervision of 
the staff in filing correspondence, preserving records, issuing menbership cards 
and notifying the membership of meetings . 

The Treasurer shall be responsible for submitting, at the request of the Board. , 
reports of the financial status of the or ganization and presenting a report to the 
General Membership at the Annual Meeting . He shall also supervise the keepinG of 
financial records, and share with the President the responsibility for supervising 
all financial transactions of the Association. 

Article VI . Administration 

The general administration of the As sociation is delegated to the Director of 
the Lao- American Association and to his staff where matters of policy are not con­
cerned . The right is reserved to the Board to inquire into the administrative 
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activities at any time and to take appropriate action where the Board 1s responsi­
bilities are concerned . The Director of the Association is charged by the Board to 
inform the President or the Vice- President (or their designees) of any planned 
activities which, in his judgment, require Board approval. 

All members of the administrative staff, including the Director, serve subject 
to the approval of t he Board . 

Article VII . Fiscal Management 

The Lao- American Association shall function as a non- profit association and 
shall support itself by: 

1 . Membership dues 
2 . Income from activities 
3. Tuition 
4. Subsidies and grants 
5. Donations 

All grants and donations shall be subject to the approval of the Board . 

Real property of any kind necessary to carry out the aims and objectives of t he 
Association may be acquired and retained or disposed of by permission of the Board . 
All Board members serve without remuneration and no member s hall be held indivi­
dually responsible for the financial obligations of the Association . 

The Director of the Association shall present to the incoming Board for approval 
a budget forecast for the forthcoming year . 

Article VIII . Meetings , Quorum , and Procedure 

1 . The Board of Directors shall meet at least once each mo~th . An Annual 
?·feeting of the General Membership is required and shall be held as soon as practi­
cable after the beginning of the calendar yea r . Special meetings may be called at 
any time by the Pres i dent or on the written r eques t of 25% of the regular member­
ship. 

2 . A quorum at t he meetings of the Board of Directors shall consist of ha lf 
the members of the Board, two of whom must be officers and two of whom must be 
of a different nationality than the others present . 

A quorum at the Annual Meeting of the general membership shall consist of the 
Regular Members present . At this meeting the members of the new Board shall be 
presented to the General Membership and the Annual Reports given . 

A quorum at a Special Meeting of the General Membership shall consist of the 
Regular Members present . 
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A quorum at a Special General Meeting to amend the constitution shall consis t 
of 25% of the Regular Members . 

Article IX . Amendments 

This Constitution may be amended by: 

1. having the proposed amendments sent by mail to the entire Regular Member­
ship , accompanied by a form for acceptance or rejection, with a one month's period 
allowed for consideration . The voting shall be valid only if at least 25% of the 
Regular Members reply. An affirmative vote of two-thirds of all members voting 
will constitute approval; or 

2 . calling a special general meeting after having circulated by mail the pro­
posed amendments, again allowing for one month ' s consideration, and approval would 
be const ituted by an affirmative vote of two- thirds of Regular Members present 
and voting. 

Amendments to the Constitution are subject to the approval of the Lao Minister 
of the Interior or his designee and of the American A.mtassador or his des ignee . 

Article X. Dissolution 

The Associati on can be dissolved under extraordinary circumstances by the 
Royal Lao Goverrunent; or at a Meeting of the General Membership attended by at least 
three- quarters of the Regular Members, provided that approval for dissolut ion is 
given by at least two- thirds of the members present . A report of the dissolution 
shall be made to the proper authorities, such as the PJnbassador of the United States 
of America and t he Minister of the Interior of the Kingdom of Laos . 

The possessions of the Association shall be disposed of as determined by the 
Minister of the Interior of the Kin6dom of Laos and the Ambassador of the United 
States of America, in consultation with members of the Board of Directors , 
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