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Aue:ust 12 Cueen ' s Birthdc1y 

Celebration of H. r,r . C.Cueen Sirikit 1s birthday . 
She attends relieious ceremonies and presents of ferin[s 
of monks in the moring at Chitr Lada Palace . Also a 
public holiday . 

October 23 Chulalongkorn Lay 

It commemorates the date of the death of Kin 
Chulalongkorn, fifth Kint: of the Chakri .Cynasty who 
diea in 1910 . Thousands of people each yea r place 
floral tributes and incense at the foot of his e~uestrian 
tate in front of the National Assembly Hall. 

October 7 - November 4 Tod Kathin 

This ceremony takes place for a period of one 
month, the last month of the rainy season . It i3 t he 
time of the annual offering of new yellow robes and 
necessary utensils to the monks, fec1tu-ring a Royal Barge 
procession in Bangkok with barges r01-. ed down the river 
to the monastery of the Lawn. Elsewhere long processions 
of people in boats or care or on foot sing and dance their 
way to monasteries with rifts . Althoueh a re ligious 
occasion, it is also celebrated with folk dancing, 
music and song . 

October 11 - 17 Fhra Ched Klanr: Nam Festival 

The festival of wors1tJ_prng the ragoda sj tuated a 
Pa.knam, south of Bangkok . The festival is celebrated with 
colorful procefsiors, arnusir g games and boat races . 

November 3 - 5 Golden Hount Festival 

Thjs festival is held in November . Greft crowds 
attend the festival to worship the EuCdha 1s reli F>S there 
is a bazzer with many local products offered for sale . 
There are ferris-wheels and other forrr s of entert;:i_mment . 

November 4 The Loy Krathong Festival 
(The Festival of Li£hts) 

It takes place on the 12th luna.r month full moon . 
The surface of rivers, s t re runs, pords carnals throurhout 
the l\in[dom reffe ct tiny flj ckering fla r! C S from hundrecs 
of thousards cf 11 KrathcnE_s 11 or ban2r2lca f-cups contarjne 
flowers, candles and incense-stick$ r laced upon the ,-,c1ters . 
It has been stated ir, Thai lHer2tu·e of the Stil•:hotr.ai 
period that the 11 Loy Krc:thorr" 2s practiced today w2.s 
established to wors hip the Holy Footr:rfot ofthg Lord 
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BuC:dha on the be.· ch of Narrmada. hiver . It was 
originally a Brehminical rite where by the Hincus 
gave thnks to the I-,other of ';iaters in whose 
bosom they hen:: ily bathed ard swam. 

November 8 Trooring of the Colrs 

I•!ernbers of 1.,he Thai Armed Forces pledce their 
allegiance tc regimental flags . The cere~ony is~ 
presided over by the Armed forc es Supreme Commande 
and takes place at the parade rround in frcnt ~he 
l(ational Asserr,bly Hall. 

November ;-5 Phra Fathom Chodl Fair 

The largest ano most ancjent of Thailand's ctedis 
or pae:odas . Located at Nakorn PathoT,, it is visitec by 
thousands of pilgrims to pay homace to the Buc' rha 's 
relj cs and to see the 380 fe "t hj gh £Olden cLedi. 

November 10 Flephart Hclind-up 

Ticket & further information obtained from 
bOC}T VM!JT Ti-t" V-"-L ~G •NCY 

ecember 3 or 4 The Ceremonlal Faraco of the Kjng's 
Guaros 

Lecember 5 King ' s Birhday & 
Nstional day 

It is celebr2ted throughout the Kincdom with 
colorful pageantr:' . There is a parade of Fto:ral Gm-1ros 
pledire: their 0c..th of Alleeiance to the Kine . (Usually 
held one or two days before His Hajesty I s Birthu•y) 
Public building, as ,, ell as sto , es and private hcrr"'s, are 
decorated with spect2cular illurrinr tions . 

End of Lecember Rod Cross Fair 

Held at the "'m,rorn Garciers, exhibjtion end 
display st2nds are set u1 by .:1overnment 2l e[erd -· s and 
private enterprises . It is a ch2rity fair . 

1ec-:,rnber ; 1 New ye~ r ' s Cclobretion 

November 22 Sc1_turda~ 
:-:iunday 
Monday 

That Luane F~8tival 
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February 13 Ji.Tar ha Puja 

NAG!-ii\ Pl..'JA, The btdchist Sairt 1s Lay, takes 
place on the full moo.r of the third lunar IT'Or.th or the 
fourth luhar mopth of an embolisn ic or intercalary year 
This holy day corr,memorates a gathering of 1250 discirles 
who met before the Lord Buddha without prior surr,rrors . 
Taking the or:; crturity of this very coinciderce the 
Lord Budoha delivered His $ermon Summarizine his 
cardinal doctriI"eS . On this M"c:ha Puja Lay the 
.bucdhj sts . ;.-"en and womaP, c:rown-ups c nd child rer 
alike recite formulas in praise of the Tri:le Gem, after 
that they are rr,aking a clockwj se CPnole processior round 
the temple hall in cow.J11err:oratior cf the occ, sion . 

Febuary lJ-15 Phar .bucclha Baht Festival 

Buadhist devotees flock to thP- Shrine of th<=> Holy 
Fcotprint ricar Saraburi, 85 miles (136 kilom8ters) from 
Banekok, Orit:inally built in the 16th century and 
recorstructed ir, the P1iddle of the 17th Centur:i', it is 
now the site of an annual festival for pilerims . 

Febuary-A:-cril Kite-Fighting Seasor 

Cortes ts at Pr-•mane Ground in 
.t al2ce , BangkoK, every afternoor . 
elaborate kites seek to knock down 

front of the Grand 
Cortest ;;r ts with 
those of their 

opponerts by me2.rs of their own strings . 
From February-April the 1 e is La nce ,, rid lvcusic 

Festival, which is orgarized by the .rine Art,s I ep:o rt,­
ment . The eve....,t t a kes place in the afternoon at the 
Music Pavilion in the precincts of the National Museum. 

February 2 

April 6 

Sunda:r bucdhjst All Sa ints Lay 
(Kakhabouy2) 

Chakri day 

To commemorate the death of Kin£ Rama 1, the 
first king of t r: e Chakri [ ,ym-1sty . It is an importarit day 
jn the Thai history as it is anniversary of the esthalish­
ment of the found2tion of the Chakri I.Jyriast;y . 

It was Kine Rama 1 (Sorndj Fhra Phutte Yodfa 
"hvlaloke) himself who establ ished Bariekok, a town on 
the left sic e of the Chao Phya hiver a.s a capital replac­
ing the old and erod~d Lhonburi. 
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April l;-15 The Scngkran ?estival 

A folk festival of throwing w2ter as well PS the 
setting free of fish and birds, Water is sprinkleci on 
buao ha irnace, on the monks, parents 2nd elc: ers 2.s a 
esture of veneration . This festival is at its beet in 
Chiangmai in the North of Thailand and closer to 
bangkok at the Vi la,~e of 1-aklat . 

The 'Ihai word 11Songkran" literally means a 
move or chanre . .nccording to the tr2ditiorial Brahmin 
mi.onted reckonirg, So,,,e:kran is th'°' 2stroloe:ical New 
year arid falls on A::-ril 13, the oate of the 2s:c-.1Jmed 
entrarce of the sun into Aries . The Sonrkran Festival 
is still widely observ din Th~il;ind esreically in the 
provinces, though the civil New Ye 0 r (Janw:,ry 1) h::is 
been fbed . 

May 5 Coronation ray Anniversary 

Their Najesths the King and (:ueen r:roceed to 
the Royal Chapel to r:.-residP over the cererr,ony C0111J"1-

emor0ting the Coronation Da.y Anniversary, May 5 . 

May 10 Ploughinr Ceremony 

It is ?n ancient r i te which has once af2in been 
eviveo in oan[kok and vivified in the reien of ~ing 
;•;orgkut, Rama IV . This ceremony t E, kes r:lace in + he 
brixth lun...-r month (Na~,) . .it is the religious rit e where 
sy ceremonial rice se-cs , blessed with the chanting of 
stanzas by Eudchist monks , are aistributeci to the 
farme 1·s at the Ro:ral 1-louehing Ceremon~, as eood luck 
seecis to by srrinkled in their fj 0 lc ,s alonr with their own . 
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Visakha Fuja 

This is one of the most import,·nt fe~ tj vals of 
bucdhism . It t2kes rla'e during the full moon of the 
5xth lun;:.r month (about l'la~,) anci corm 1ernorates the 
si rple episoci.es of the birth , :tnlightenment 2rci racsing 
into NirvanP of the Buddha . There are canole rroce 0 s­
ions ir the rnonastery e,r uncis with elaborate lanterus 
1caoe for the occ· sion, , ,ovin.e; clockwise three times 
around the main charel • 

1''ia.y 1 
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July 9 

Thursdy 
Sunday 

.birth , :i'..nlithtment, Leeth of Budciha 
Lao Constitution Day 

Asalaha f-'uja 

A holy aay on the fu:2_1 -mcon da:,r of the 8th lunar 
month . This festival may be called "The Fir st Sermo,.., 
Festivalt' for it corrm1e,ncrates th First Serrron c:"liver­
ed by the ...... oro budciha to his fi rst fivr-> ci i' ci~ les . 

vuly 10 Bucicihist Leri t (Khao Farnsa) 

Dron the arrival of the period of rains, buorhist 
monks return to their mon;:,stery for study and medita ­
tion . 'l'he comrnencirg cerewony 11 Khao Parnsa, " hhao 
(erter) farnsa (from Varsha= r ain ) of Buddhist Lent 
held on the 1st ciay of the wayinf moon of the 8th 
unar ;:1onth . Though hirPsa ( rain) is observed ciurirg 
the r ainy season it ccvers only three months of it , 
the founth or last month is the periodffor Kat hin 
Ceremonies . host Thai youths, 20 year s old, are ordaniec 
as budchist monks before the Buddhist Lent in orcer to study 
and pract ise the teaching of Buddhism dllring the 
Rainy Season . 

July 19 
July 29 

Satu··day 
Tuesday 

.J..nc e:r:;endence I,cy (Lao ) 
Bucahist Lent-Be[i'7ring 

(Khaovatsa ) 


