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MARRIAGE IN LAOS 

by 
Thao Kene 

The Code of the Kingdo of Laos, with the kind, docile people, resp ctful 
of tr ditions , does not accept the validity of th marriage wi thout conditions of 
age nd the cons nt of the p rtners nd their parents. 

The boys and girls eet at the v rious activities of the rice-fields and 
the~ and c r monies and the numerous festivals and !estivitiew hich for 
the very ·rf nd woof ot the people ot Laos • 

• 
In the Tillage, tr dition allows the young girls (pu os) to work at night 

on the v randab of their houses on stilt turning, their creeking spinning wheels 
to drive way the phi (eYil spitits) who may be lurking about in the hadows 
untouched by the bright moonlight . The young boy (pub os)come to the botto of 
the ladder of their houses and exchang with the girls "quips and er nks nd 

• wanton wiles"; humorous banterings d practical-som times maliciou ••joke are 
11 part of th game: it i all rth nd jollity. The pub o ing to the 

acco pani ent of the Kene, erenades recalling the valour and exfolits of their 
ancestors nd compo ed by the ncient minstrels ot the land; 

•~ am the valiant pub o, the dreamed on-in-law, 
It the young sister loves e, I would be her bus d. .................................................... " 

The night pas e unnotices ; and wh n the dawn surprises these yo ng people in 
this amorous ply, thy part carrying in their hearts the hope of being !!!.!,. 
chosen knight of the l dy-love. 

After the harvest, when the granary and th pocket ar full, big buns 
(nocturnal fairs) are rran ed in the vill ges, where the pu aos d the~ 
eet and dace and mak marry to the tune of the K ne, the traditio l obo. 

towns, these buns are arranged at th Vats(Buddhist temples) where the elit 
the to n mix ~ the c on folk nd dnce the gr ceful lamvong( ncing in a 
circle). These e ting-places provide th ground for court hip, le ding in n7 
cases to trimonial alliancee . 

In Lao , th y rry in even months .- th pref erred month being the ixtb 
month (May-June, called ithuna) and the last onth in the year for eel ratir 
marriages. he Rocket Festival f lls in this month , when amidst opul r rejoi..­
cings, rock t are tired in the air , ordinarily un er w ll-decorated awnings on 
the bord r of the M kong River nd und r the partonage of the Xing hi self or 
of other high dignitaries. In th eight onth (July-August, called k9rakada ), 
intending rtners would not dare to disturb the work of the fiel s; ey 
will hav to wait up to the twelth onth (November~December , c lled v ) 
bee u e ot the Buddhi t Lent, ob erved by th bhikshua in co emor tion of aha 
ma Buddha's enterin a ca•e for three months during the rainy se on to do edi 

/ tation. 

Th do ies given to the girls or th ir parent nd not to the boy aa in 
1 I·ndia and incertain Europe n countries and the propitiation of the f · 17 apirite 

I for long n pro rous life of th couple, and the kha-dong (ma.rr ge fff) 
/ given to the girl. The fir t one is fixed by tr dition and varie fro Tillage 

to village, while the l. tter depend on the status and the vanity of the fami­
li tes co cerned. 
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Marriage overtur s are made by the mother of the bo7 who oe aeeo 
ADie 7 ome ne r relatives nd friends to the girl's hou nd casually 

.aks if r upt•r is of ri geable age . It the girl i not yet'booked', 
ler other vould ay th t she is too ugly and that nobody y t c to a k 
for her hand; but if she has been already a ked nd promised, the other will 
tell it o t fr nk.ly. In ca e the firl' party has an in.ell tion to give any 
th•ir daughter to a cert in person, the latter• envoys would co e and discuss 
abo t th aodalities and the ateri l requi ites of the rriage. en every-
thing been ettled, the oth r of the boy comes one d y, ace~ anied as 
b fore, to make a for al request. The girl's other, of course, agree inva­
riably. T t same night, after dinner, the boy comes to the rl' house and 
atte ds asp cial pr yer- conducted by bonzes, o bles th water pl ced in 
bowls and used for sprinkling over the p rtners by the fried as e bled. ~h• 
couple go and change their wet clothes and co e and offer their tional alms 
to th bonze who ble s the gain. 

Then so auspicious a7 is fixed by the horasat ( trolo r) after 
minut study of the horoscope of the would-be-couple . On t clay, after a 
sukhvan (propitiatory cere ony) in his hou e, the bridegroo goes to the house 
or the girl, acco apned by his relatives and friends , two of who protect hia 
with m lticolour e nshade each. The rriageproce ion OT slowly towards 
the girl's house, amid t crie of joy, the rin ing of gongs , the tunes of the 
khene and song and dance: "Hyo- hoho-hzu" • Th brid holds some flowers 
in the lefthand and lighted candl sin his right hand. followed by peopl 
carryin to pakvans (siliver bowls decorated with flo rs and erving as ltar 
for the rriage ceremony) and the oth r trial r qui ites for the ceremony 
and for .the sojourn in the girl• plac of his •c folio er•• 

A soon as 
girl's p rty, they· 
ihe he boy arrive 

bant r follows. 

the ound of the approaching procession i he rd by th 
edi tely clo e the gat sand entraces to their household • 

they lay a ' siege • tote house. The r lar battle ot 

''The bridegrooa is acco palished youngman of nobl t ly. Ohl 
11, friends, let's you don't 

go back'• 
ant hit You are wrong and you wi.11 repent itl 

o, t t• 
ughter who is as 

the pretenciorl Hyu, how ugly he is by th side of our 
utiful as uroral lour a n will ~t ve her, I •• surel" 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

At the s e tie, the boy• party pu hand push ag i t the gate and 
it er cks open. And flood 1 i.n , amidat shout of tri phi A the bridegroom 
i alr y t anding at the foot of the ladder of the house! A daughter of the 
house co es to sh hi re t. A wo n, tr ditionally dr a , co e to him nd 
tak hia up by the hand. 

But o is this 1 day? She i the o t prolific other who has given 
birth to th gr atest nu ber ' of children. She is the ost virtuous woman who hu 
had the st unruffled arri life. Sh is wo nhood incarnat , the found tion 
of .mater 1 per nniality. The young n ha to pay in cash this ervice of 
formal introduction before h goes nd its in front of th two rit l p 
where hi ide is alr dy sitting and iting •tor hi for th cere ony p_r ____ _ 
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Th cere ony now begin ith the chanting f the er en l for ul.ae 
by two officiating monks. After the ceremony, hav ng the selv s several vil­
spirit-dispelling and luck- bringing cotton threads tie around their uist by 
the o£fici~ting priests and the guest, t coupl go and prosternate in reve­
renc before the elders pres nt , who, in turn, bless the. Thi formality ov r, 
they e led to their room by the chastest and ost virtuou lady i the 
a fil~ 'ltbly. 

After the sukhvan, the guest start for their ho es after congr tula­
ting the new family and wishing th ma long and prosperous life . The near ones 
who remain chat, laugh nd sing, interrupted only by so gulpings of alchohol 

.ands eets and other et. 

The next day, the p~o t es his new brid to parental home for 
the girl to pay her ho ge to his parents by pro trating before th • 

R speciful of hi tr ditions, th Lao holds marrie life sacred and 
lives in th hou e of his wif before he build one tor hi o • 

The Lao tradition recogni no divorce. Cases of inco p tibilit-y are 
put up be.tore the Council of Elders , who invariably patch up and r concile the 
partner• the belief being that n and wo n are "like nd nd ter" nd 
that they can always acco oda te each oth r. But in case - nd rare they are - -
where no reconciliation is possible, they husband leaves or is de to leave 
hi in- law•s family a well a the children, it any . If the wife s for the 
separation, sh gives back what she had got as owry. I tol that a imilar 
syste of ried life and custo xiat in the South of I ia , t e ource and 
bed- rock of Laotian culture which is sed on Buddhi , the S te religion of 
the country. · 

Ther 
sophisticat d 
die for their 
of the • 

are of cour e, some dovorce ca es a ong th frenchified and 
tow en . But they do not r present the rue L otia , ho will 
custo ad traditions rath r than le ve th or co ta breach 

. .............. . 


