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~ans lated j'r~~-1.!0J-IP.~~-l!lris 

Beyoncl pence in Vietnc:..1 lies tho tortuous revolutionary 
- entanglement in Laose Here, in tho now-shattered state 
created out .of old Fren~h Indochina, yoars-long wr and 
robellion ere being waged siriru.ltanoously. The rebellion 
is prosaod on by the insurgont Pathot Lao and its pro­
COll'llllUili_st politico.l e.rr,1, the Neo Lao He.ksat (Lao Pntrior• . 
tic Front) ago.inst Prince Souvannn PhOl.UiUl 1 s 11conlition" 
govermaent in Vientiane which is becked by u.s air powor. 
(The vital Ho Chi Hinh trnil cuts southward through Lnos.) 
•schools of Einti-A111oricnnis:m" a.ro conclucted for the_ 
rebels who, they clo.iru, operate in nearly half of .u&os 1 

sevonty-one provinces. Western correapondonto rarely 
ponetrc. t·e the rebel fo.stnossos to report on this diotnnt 
wnr nnd to sec the slow-step le.t1vong danced to tho. tune 
of the Khone. An anti u.s. antiwar French correspondent, 
Jacques Decornoy, chio"f' of the Southoc.st Asio. desk nt 
Paris' 1ndopondont dnily Le Hondo did go to the Laotinn 
mountains to live among the guorrillno. liis report ••••• 

I Hnd co1,10 to Snri1 Neun Province fror.1 Hnnoi, but hnd I cho.nc;ed 
countries? Tho Soviet 1·1wdo co1,nimncl cnr prooeodod hie coughing over a. 
road, otruck by bo111bs, 1,1r.do slippery by tho rnin. Ah1ost two full 
nights woro nooded to roe.ch here, after much skidding in tho mud and 
mnny dnngoroua oncountora with trucks on tho sr,lL\ll t1ou.ntnin rocd. 

When I finolly a1"ri vod, I cli.ubod n wooden le.ddor loaning on tho 
lirnostono rock to ronch the cnve-hotel, n natur&l hole in tho 1aoun• 
tain, 11 ir.lproved11 with dynruai to. Thon I wont !'rot1 one ttroomn to 
another, wr.lking on o. sharp stone floor to finnlly ronch my 11room11 

From my bod I could see tho ·sh.7 through Cl. slit in the Iilountnin. The 
wind uno cold, bv.t c.n o:ictraordinary bit of bsd luck would bo needed 
for a. roeket to settle in this holo. A smnll t1otor distributod tlw.t 
rnro coLliilodity in "Liborc.ted Laos": oloctricity. 

This lo.ndliw.rk for pursued guorrillo. fighters io 1,mnc.god by a 
young woman .who is c. gi"o.duc.to of l1oscow University, and tho daughter 
of o. neutralist Lo.otio.n Uinistor who wns asanssino.tod in Viontio.ne 
in 1963. Lifq hero is vory suaplc. A washbnsin is plncod on the 
rocky pln tf Ol"lil tho. t is tho ontrc.nce to tho ca vo. It is dangerous for 
anyone to stick. his noso too fnr out of tho mountain. In fact, it 
is sor.1otimo impossible to finish shnving,boco.uso jots coming frot1 
Tl:w.ilnnd nre roc.1;1ing c.bout •. During tho rc.iny soc,.son we.tor drips 
droc.rily into tho co.vo. It is nn oorie, silont world o.t o.11 tit1os 
for the inlw.bitnnts of the surrounding villngos hnvo also to.ken to 
the r.iountc.ins. A fow . water buffo.lo, c. fow pigs wnlk around nt our 
foot, OJ;long the Ar.1ericnn bo1i1b holo~ • . 

- i It WCtO n "usur.1 11 do.y with plo.nos prowling a.round for ten minutes 
, or so out of . ovory thirty. One dropped its load only a few foot 
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from our ollol tor throe tir.1os. It wa8 not c,.;;IDzing und.er those con­
ditions to sco o Secretary of Str. te of tho 1lefu11ct Uo. tional Union 
Govor11uent (stipulated by tho Genovc, Conference of 1962) o.rri va nt 
tho hotel out of bron th bccc.uoo ho hc.c1 run frolil one cc. vo to o.nother ' 
with sor.10 clocuii1011ts in his hand ., In t h is regicn the. t thoy control 
and ndlainintor, tho Laotians · of the left are guerrilla fighters in 
thoir own hm,10, cm,1ouflntine., tho~.inolvcs in .tho shelter of the rocks, 
JS if tho enor.1y r .eignod in tho vc.lley, where a.s he is only master 

. ef the sky. . 
Life in the cavern presents • m:10 disadvantages to the farmers . 

It preaents ·1i1ore serious ono s to the politic inns o.nd tho o.c:L,linis­
trc. tors who r.iust govern Eln iuuomrn., r.1ounto.i110U:s country, stretching 
frer,1 Chinn to Cm:,1bodin, whore dicto.nces o.re counted. in c1Ays or 
nicshts (?f r.mrching . However, tho people go on working, e.nd show net 
the slightest intention of giving in • . "Owl by do.y , fox e.t night," · 

o. Le.otinn proverb says. 
The villac;e Of Bo.no Ko.n£, , very closo to Vietna1i1, is ono of the 

few regions in which life is not entirely lived in caves. A few 
unexpl1'clod bo1.1bs do lie around, over-flights are frequent, but I 
wa.s c.bla to sloop there without fear in one of thooe houses on 
piling un:.'.cr which flocks of C::.uclrn r.nd herds of block PiGs cross 
dny c.:nd night. In the hot a f ternoon non o.n<l wonon go to the otrcrun, 
nt different plc,ccs , to bo.tho . 011 the other br.nk , sor.1e officials 
proudly tcol: nc on ct tour of tho rice .t'ioldo . Tho second. harvest 
•f the yoc.r wo.s e;rowinb there, r.nd. thoue,h such r. siE:,ht io corn;1c,n­
plc.cc in rurel Victnr,n, it is rovolt,.tiono.ry in Lnos . 

Tho villo.c;c is prosporou.s c.nd thcro is no leek of gluoy rics , 
fruit ~r fowl . It is , l:opt ir.1poccnbly, and there iR no sign of an 
onrleLlic <linonso or of undernov.r-io}n;ient • .l\l tl1ough there wc.o no 
school before 19511., toclay c.11 the children a. ttend school. They co.n 
bo soon worldn& in their sunll clc.ssrf'.'01:10, close to tho housoo 
where the wo.:.1en woo.vo their cl~thint; . Tho :::a.en whc, nro not in the 
fiol cl m.101::o the wo. tor pipe ~r drink rie:·e clcohol frt'.'.'11.l o. jug . A 
strue,gl0 in being walod o.e,&inot O.(~Ul t illi terncy . 

Here nnd there , uiuoogro.phod tracts 01 .. pictures prc.iaing 
tho o.cllievor.1ents of tho Po. thot Lao , fricnJ.ship betwo<'n rc.cinl 
e;roups er tho burio.l of a Ar.1eriorm o.irplane by a ten.r,1 of 1ilili tin ­
r.1on., o.ro posted on the houses . Bocc.uso of the difficulp tre. veling, 
contrc.l clirocti vo~ ho. ve to ~'.1ovo very slowly. But the village hns 
two transiotor radios thnt pick up Radio Sari Ncua . Thero nro no 
loucl""spec.kors o.s in Vietnc.r.i or Chi11n . "We have l:imdo sm,10 toDts . 
Tho people do not like that , 11 o.n officio.l told ne . A r.10.ttor of 
tolilpcrauent. The phill'lsophy of life is uore quiet here, in .sr,ite 
of everything, , tho.n in the 1i.Githboring countries. They lilrn noh:e, 
bu.t the noise that they thouselves produce by singing, by b ee.ting 
on n c:::.rn:i..11 by plo.ying the IQ1ono, o. sa0:11 bnuboo instrur,10nt whose 
soun{l rotiinc.:: s one of the hnr • .ionicc. . They de.nee the Lruavong with 
its slow oteps c.nd erncoful twiDting of arus c.nd fingcrsc Thoy 
sing of victories over t!i:c forces of the right to uusic thc.t is 
o.pproprio. 'Ge for 1,mlcing love in the ohs.de of coconut pall is or cc. ting 
the juicy pulp of tho .,mngo. So1;ioono stc.n1ls up and imprcvioes a 
poe:,.;1 011 D. tro.ditionc.l topic . Every ti1.1e tho cmthor., or 1aeroly the 
reciter, nnnouncos tho oricin of tho song: for oxe.mple, "Phone; 
So.ly Province" or " Hoe:..lino1·ity in suc:-1-nnc:--such district" Once 
this pcc..sant l'.ttnchnont of origin hc.s been cloc..rly o:r.i.rhc.sizccl, tho 
poon tc,11::s of the Lc.otie.n nn ti 011, of Pi"'inco Soupho.nouvont;, of: tho 
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"puppeto" in tlic capital , of the "i.r.1crican au~rec3orr; . " On the 
dreaz-:1 ni[hts in Vie.n·::iari.~, .::,ue1 .. ic2.u piloto 1:·c-cl·eate the clc.f>r~ved 
atmoophere of Uai~on, tha:!.il:s to th(;ii~ pa:y a.nl to the prostitutes. 
Do they know that iu the v:Llle_·-:;.3 uu: t:1.e caveo ovci- ltldch they · '·, 
have juot flm-m or du~t they L,~7e just Lot.1.bed , a rt!ral population 
is creatini a Laotian 1.:ational::.t~·· ~ is <lancin~ only Laotian -lances 
an<l is turning its cnltt'l.;:e 1 as v1el l ?.o its political ideoloc-y, 
into a weapon against f oreit;n :..nte:..·ventions? 

"Of course, · ut t~1ey s:r·e. Ccnaunisto, •~ the t;ood apostteo 1·epl.y 
foreetti!l['.; that if onf! or the la.::lc ir.1provisec a poeu entitled: 
"Ga lute the ~· .. nti-.Hircra.ft 0efenr;e," it l.13 1 ecauoc Lc.ierican 
aircraft incecsantly threat~~n their liver::. L eE:itlec, a:i:·S! t~1e~7 

Couu:a.unists? ~'he :?athet :,ao certainly ic not wo:ck:.nc. hanC::. in haru;l. 
with ::anoi ant1 .all the coci.aliai: cormtries"for noth:Ln[ ." :.;ut it 
ia Laotian ac the Vie.tnauese arc Vietnar~1ece , wki.ch is saying 
quite a bit . l have no precioe inf oruatio11 about the. influence of 
:.::anoi on the iat"li<:!t Lao, Lut I conotantly obcerve<l tl.c vii--:.:~l~nt 
11ationalis~~1 of; the "Liber.ateJ. Laotians" in the teach:i..n2: of ~eoLr&• 
phy and history'+!- in t ~Hdr culture anJ in their uethoJ.c of orcani-­
zinc society,. Fol~ inste.ncc, it ic; ncc:':!acary to contl·ol the watcx 
in order to achieve the cE;cowl harveot an1l · one would think. this 

_ woulcl lead. to more collectivization of wodi, but today only a s 
sitiple systeu of mutual aitl io practiced .. :'he political philoco­
phy inculcate'1 in the ofZicialo han the flexi!..,ility of young 
bauboo . Conversationc nevei: bear the irJ.print of that i·it;i..:.lity 
1;ound in i.lorth _:f_ietna:::.t ~n;J. ar.i::,1J.L j:h,e leatlE?;~s of the i.1ational 
LiLeration Front in the. South . 

The Pathet Lao iuoioto ,m the neecl for tl1c. i.lational ··hiion 
Governn1ent provideu foi· by ti.1e 1S62 Geneva az;rc.e1.1(!ntc. :·:•hiJ.e a,1ait• 
int:; 'i:he fulfillr.ient of this d.ecire , it :iao to a:.:L.iinictc:::. anj, 
develop the are.as under ito cont:i:·ol: two--thircls of t~1-- tC::.ri·itot·:r; 
containinc accort1inr: to it, ai:·ountl a uillion inhe't it.:.;,ntc, or 
50 percent o:Z the population. That ic why, in Janual~y l~GO, 
it hel<l its "first economic and financial con0reso, actti~ up a 
three-year plan, one of the d.01 .• inant itleao of l7hich i3 to zive 
t1~e couutr-/ on e"Jety le;vel, from the hacLlct to the province, ac 
ouch economic a1.:tonomy a.a poccil. le. ::n that uay it could 
alleviate. in part the. lack of rarid cot.1t.mnicationo a·:~ :~ thuo 
increase production . 

I-fowever , it is not posoible to scatter ot.1811 inu.nctrial 
centero or larce schoolo everywhere. Hence,thc exiDt1;;ncc of 
co-called Central Cou,littee pro:2.uction or training cente1:·o in 
Sar:1 Heua Province . A vici t to one o:,'? thel!l provic.~es so:._1e ourprioes. 

I left the command car somewhere to cliub c CF.ilc rocl: ~,\ilec, 
to lc.ap over 1:a.t::tboo heJrcc: protectins the ficlclo :i:r.JL! tLe vora-­
ciouo a.lJpetite of the ,;-1ater Luffalo, to reach finally soue very 
diuly lir:hteu oti·aw hutc . 1/ocern antl traditional pharr.1aceutical 
protlucto are LLaLlc here . 'I'he work is {:.one only at nitht , :Ln order 
to Lettcl" co·L1ccal it. It io D'J;.-:1etiues difficult io-... · the polite 
foreit,:ne1· not to rev~al h~.s a pr-rehe·L1oion bciore tlrinldne a brew 
of uonkey bones Ol' ;leer horns , ·which is saLl to invicora·te ant: 
heal . IIowever, Vt!.ry oe.rious rec(!arch ia alao i;ein~ con;::luct¾d in 
:~noi on the 'Lasio o:i: ddo trauitional pharuaco1,oeia. 

In another· place ne visite~l couc:. caves that chclt<=!l" ioriec . 
The ra't, r.!aterial cor,1eLJ fror.1 ·vietnai.. or fror.~ oalvase.cl ..:.:Llel~ican 
r.tlasilec anJ. ·i:rucko . Household appliances, fan.1it'l[; i. .. pleraentc, 
macheteti co1.1e out of these shopo . 
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Hen and. woucn worl.:e1·::; ole,.:.:p i..n t~i.e ::laytil..1e in the .:larap , rocky 
-1.~eceosec that hurJ. trlt:i. rJ.oo~ui~coec.: o l!oct ar~1azinz is the. cave that 
can be re.ac~i.C:l 0111-y JJ r:-:.:<:d.:i.n0 c~:-u2e u ~c;pLJ cut h1to t"£1,,~ Dteep wall 
of a uountai.n. :1e.re i.Ji.l:'.'.::·~- ·y ,}:.1·::::0:'~.t:-.· a·.~·e 'vioven on ancient opin­
nin_g wheels., .. .:.ft~1· \1od··:'.:_~1::_ si __ :~ ,- :~ ,nt·t: t:"e weav·e1:·c LO down into 
the valley to t_;ro·w ric2 ~ :,:::nic(: . ~. ·,:: I:ui:J.t for· wood in the fores t . • 
an<l take th~ necer:0~1::;r p0li tic9.·~ .:..L:.1 cul i.:m al courcec . 'l'he. tlircctor 
of i:li.c ccbe>ol e}~ple.ineLl -;:1 ~:~.: tlL cchorl servec ·L1ot only to raiE:e 
the l(;.VC:.l of c·..Jl t1.).r~~ ~ ·2 .. 1.:t 1::.l.::::: ·;; '.) --lE:f e::nJ. tt1c country , to "ce:r-ve the 
people , 11 to tc.a;.'.!h. ther•.~ to "·•. i.ate the ..:-,.r,:e.ricanc . 11 The teucher bUSt 
aloo Le ai.,le to c:,-ndact fi1:in::, practice. ., 

.:: .. n .sucrican u.iploo.:>.t :i:n Vientiane c.:-:preose<l in rc.y · presence the 
opinion that l!fm.· Laoc to nchieve cor.;,~ prot,Tet:w, it 1:1ill be 
nececoary to ;:-ve,l ~v~~·zthin~ _ t~ r;1a3:,e _ the inha"L,itan.tc. c~nf; back 
to zero , t0 1::-:..c.i tneu ':oi: the:i..r traditional cuturE!, wh.:1.cn :i..o 
Llock.i·,1s evG1·ythinr; .. " ~iow , :i.n Vientiane. , a city that is b~..;coming 
" 8aiionizr:.,~~ 11 tl1at ie r·otti.n;_c r;i.orally ancl cul tu.rally , it ic poosi­
ble to o'Lce.rve. an irrational .:i·,1d f,.;tureles o oixtur{~ o:Z tl1e. Laotian 
trai..litional way o-2 life au(.: of a aearch for -:: e~te;.rn "value.a": 
r:1.1liJ._;cnto of French , rrn."d.:-.1entc of ~nc;lish , faocinatio.1 ·witli r:.:1oney , 
aaJ with Japanece L1otorcycle,3 .sn-1.-~; earn .. The r .. :t~htcluts az·c full of 
" . · . . ·1 . l . . 1· .,_ l . ~ · l,j1ar,.1coe. riroa-cituteo an~: .... ·u. J.OD:f..ne orci:1cetrac , scrat.l,_, int a:cc:cr 
c~ney . On ~ ... rtuy Day , Ceneral ~:;uprac:i..tl1. i ... Lhay , who c or.itnnnu.s Vien-­
tia"i1e , s .at entln·oned alon::;cide. l.'.isa 'i'hailan<l, couethit1s ;J.any young 
officE:l'G :Z oui.l(l i.:o :.,e iu acre than ~~ouLtfnl tacte . T.n the ca:Jital, 
li·i:tlc ir; saiC.. oi: d~e: terror ti.1at ia upnettini the 11liLe;rated. 
~reas." They mn:vi¥e ._h~-kr,.cmi.D,f; '.'J~.hi& CE41lllQ:t:_ las.t ~" L.ncl the. t:cai­
nins of officialo , of: · teac~H.!1:c, of fan.tc1.~r: , of ,;,,1::>rkc:Jts :;_n tlie 
"l •, · ,!1 t, • ,,, ... ~· , ., · · ., , , · ,.__ -l.ue:ca·ceei. cav;:;G ::i...s en cono1.0.c.re,.; ·co ue a neceuo:u:y cH ,m.n:: i1·G:•_c.l 

t ., C' ... ., T, ' ID • .. ~ T l .., T • J- .r: no nin[: cau ,. e uone . nc L-.. r,:;.;.::.:-:.i..cans accUGf;! t:ae 1.ort.1 v1e1.:nar:.1ei:.u oi: 
i.ntc.l'..'ven:.nL .,lilitarily i.n th,~ co-:.:~ntry . ;_ ut they a:r·e the o-n.ec who 
talk ab:)ut uakin0 Laoc c ouc 1,a:.:::: to zero , while t:i.e 3:'.~the.t Lao 
e::::al t c l.aot ia'li. c; 1.l tm..~e anc'i. in-:e penuence . 

11 Vieutiane r.takeu i<te "i::h::.nk of a11 u.nJertleitelcpe.J. J.ictrict of 
I-1icciccip1 i , " an .:-.. uericdtt colleacue: who uar.; otopt1inL t;.-1e:re :.,cti1e;cm • 
IIa110i a-.:1-~ :,ac:l:.:at:;toH couplaine: -;1:1.e.r1 w:~ lan<letl th;..::r-e . It in a 
nt1.~au2:c :.ii:;trict ~ ::". the n1·eac - n·:>t 1.:!n<ler c~;atr0l . y t~.,::. Q-cv,~1-rn.ll!ti.t 
, ..:il.J.erican aircra:i:t ohoot at e.ve.:·ythin~ 'i::ha·;: uovec , . ut I'ek;i..nz , 
l.ioscm1 an·~. ~:anoi have cliplor,.iatic: :i.:~pr~se·atativE:.:: tl1'-.-;re., Le for the 

·:Jnit,:; .l ;:.i'i:atec , tl1ey 1.1aintain a 1·e::..l col-::my : · villao ccatterc'-l a b out 
t~-:..:c::: cavit,s.l, a;,1"..t,rilerican : . .; tw.r-:: c1 ... " with .--i_,~•:!1. ... icat. strectc, ... ,m.erican 
lmmc, .. .' .. nerica.n :. t:!rt..1uua shortc , _-.,r.e.rican fence.a . T~.c. r_~r ,rchants 

' t . .. ·-· 1 . ~ - ~ . t 1 .. • , 1 • • ~ l auve.:i-:-ice in ..:.n~, :i..s11 • . t ... :i..s necesnary -o au:.:.:. ·.::ne i:t1.~-,p::i.eo 1m.: wtor.1· 
a ;:,;002. i:-).l!Li:.er have. c-:ir .• e. fr<zj the oth,!r ,]icJ.c; of the ~:acific . Jora~ , 
Let-ween two ci(:arct·ceo th£:i: are not naJ.e of tobacco, ei {: a;;·ound 
oini:.;in~· Dobt Dylan folk aonr;s r seer . .iin~ly cbliviotif; o:: ·the. J.e ­
otruci:ion l-L!int, iu:Zlicte-J J1.;ct north of L[.'!re by the: D ociety they 
clai.r:i to have.· fled . 

:·11 a Lar , a hiL,;l1 civil nerva:at announcell tlw capture by the 
:'athet Lao oi a cmall Covcrnue.nt pos·:: 1.11 the r:outh., :.:ow <l:i.d he 
lcal.',l the ue;rt;;s ? i.<'rom the Covermne·c1t ? CertE-ialy not O li'roo1 the 
t.1ilita1y? Ho . li'rou whohi. the.n? Frou a~ atl::.letic te;;t,~1 that l1.a<l. 
:ju.nt 1·cttu-11c..: :erou the coutl1 • 

.. .£'he. llekotl[; r.ivcr flo~rn n:Ll~ty feet f:ror.1 thu i.ar " On tilC other 
• ~ • r.,l • 1 .,. ~1- ,. '1! "1 e ,.... • , ,1 ,. t' 

siw.e J.G ;. 1a1. anu-• -1.•t1·l:.S -tx>PtiGl:' ...LC G>"i.'1.Q J:i; -~~ Li.OS c porous in -.i.e 
worl:.::., very convenient fm:· s1:.1uzeling . But the:. real cuucLlinL 
traffic , 
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which is in gold and opium,is carried on by airplanes . The Tet offensive 
was received badly in Vientiane :it blocked the Saigon-Tan Son Nhut 
Airport. 

Can the Pathet Lao take over the country's desiny,if it wishes to? 
After visiting oart of the territo ry controlled by the Pathet Lao,it 
seemed to me that it lacks technical and even political personnal. 
The vast distances , the mountainous re $ions , the meager heritage left PY 
the colonial period-all these fact.ors partly explaln the poverty. 
Compared with II Liberated Laos, " North Vietcam appears fabulously . 
rich,intellectually. They jave rice and pork in Sam Me1-1a,but they never 
receive a foreign newspapor or book. A well-known ph;ysician rold me 
that he would like to be 2ble to llk'tke us of French technical journals . 

Many officials at all levels could,fo. spite of their harassing work,in 
spite of the air raids, i~1 spite of a lack of electricity,read a.'1d learn 
in their caves:but they have absolutely nothing~ Their very difficult 

living conditicns., their self-denial, their ideas therefore remain unknown, 
"forgotten 11 ,like the war they a.re living through.One of them told me: 
"Sometimes, I wonder wh::i.t I am doing here. I could be in Vientiane , with 
money,girls and cars. But no;here is where it is necessary to be" • 

This human handicap may hinder the political and military activities 
of the Pathet Lao,for ideals and the certainty of being right cannot 
make up for everything~ The fact remains that a good part of the popula­
tion- let us omit haphazard percentages-- has been living too lcnng on 
these lands for a backward movement to be possible. And ,since the 
system prevailing in the rest of the countr~ does not lead to any 
future prospects,the political development of Laos should logically 
follow a settlement of the Vietnamese conflict.When tjeir skies have 
been freed of the terifying presence of American aircraft and when the.· 
foreign military II advisors" have left,it will perhaps be possible for 
the Laotians to lay out their ovm course . A stay n~ong the Pathet Lao 
allows the assumption that , in rejecting American guidelines, this course 
will not take too much inspiration from the Vietnamese example does not 
copy the Chinese or Soviet model. 
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