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The smaller gifts, of which all the monks present at the !est will 
at th ir share, co .sit of ~askets of rice or paddy, of ru tic cups 

containing fruits, c ndle~, jo~ticks ar,d cotton threads, or some other 
pieces o! their out it . The parents of the monks to be promoted to 
hi her office and most of the women who ave brought valuable gifte, 
stay in the sheos so much to keep an ye on the presents aa to increase _ 
their rits by listening to the prayers of the monks linea up around 
the He dot the diocese before the procession. 

Th other donors, and a ove all th young people, only pay 
attention to the rockets which are c rri with pride from hut to hut 
and in the d oining treets. 

Es,orting the rockets, are groups of phybaos; disguised, made-up, 
accompanied with khanee, cymbals, drums and gongs , some singing, others 
ancing, all ing noises, th ir carnival lik proceseion eurround8 the/ 

fire-work pieces and ive the a rou ing welcome. They brat with joy 
and ration at the prettiest ones, whilst their music beco es louder, 
their dance q ickening the pace of th ir motions. But around the smaller 
and les decorated on s, th scoffing and ironical c • nts fuse from all 
parts: the bear re never miss opportunity to fire back with sharp, 
cutting r mark8 •••• 

tr walking ta slow pace three times arouno. th old t, the head 
of the procession co.mes abreast of the ring surrounding the improvised chapel 
tor th ordin·tion; the palanquins are lowered and the clergy, preceded by 
i e H ad, enters the c , pel. 

At man-level, on light bamboo poles, ooden tubes have been installed; 
they are orn nte i.th dragon he da and ierced at each extre d.ty . Under 
th hang-line, uekboa a have been placed for the postul nt to kneel on. 

The Head cf th ioc s~ th&n pours in the middle or each tub, a cup 
filled with scent d water haooea over by his coadjutor. The ater runs , 
shimmerir.g · the sun and .falls onto the bo~ed head of the monk. 
Imme iately after the Head of the dioces, the 3 me rite ie performed by 
the abbots (iea • of ~ts) who in turn are followe by parents, friends, 
neighbours , and the whole crowd of the faithful, each on bringing alon · 
his cup of lustra.l .-ater and pouring it devotedly. 

ter such a eenerous baptiem, which symbolizes a co ~lete ~urification, 
the newly ordai ed mo who has b~en surrounded by his parents and the 
Head of his 'at, casts off hie wet robe d puts on a ne~ one handed to 
h by th donor . Hencefurth, his status will have chang and he will have 
the ri t to the higher title in the 6rder which has just b"-'en be towe 
upon him. 

As soon as he has onn his n w robe, ue takee in one hand his new 
tala.bat (fan) and in the other the pil r . ' s t f which h -..e en given 
to h • The Head of his at then takes hold of the other end of the staff 
and lead then w ignatary out of the encol8ure . 
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oth, one lea ing th other, w·lk pass in front of the kn eling vomen, 
w o, whitst in1>1 1y rreyin , ;,l c flowers, can le and Jostle s on 
the t b t (fan) or then wly promote monk who is holdi,g it o t as 

begsing ~1 te. his slow pro res le~o the cle f!Y to th gr star 
where all h ot er gift re th n pre nted to h now i nat· 

cent. 

te 

The nd ot thcae m ifestations bri the reli ious rites to a clo e. 

a roe · :ts one ag in beco . the 
ed int ir nonour. 
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one on w:nich final 
re t st part of the 

to 
quickening 

Th fu e should th n be thre· eu through the tunn~l, without e·tting 
p and ing sure that it is in good contact with th dry powder at 

bot o of the load. 
It is duri th final prepar tions that th t 

rev al it elf. It is, so to spe , hi& signature 
roe et. n that will all for h:i.i • Pr o tly, 
charge of th piece and -will th n hand over his co ·r: to his 
"right-han :mantt ( th ost experi need of his paris lioner. ) , ince as he 
cannot mingle with the crow, he will h veto remain in th rr d stan with 
the other m~ers of the cler~. 

turing all i proloque tot , chief attraction o t 
f tiv~l, the crowd h·s c.s rte the he nd left the :U£re. It ha 

e it elf on the h hr bank of the ..eon, on it er ice of the 
a.~ci nt tr , leanin naturally ovar t e r ·ver, hich will serv s a 
launchin 3ite. A pr itive lad r with wi ely sp ced ru eh been 
tied on the old tree trunk. 'h rr. re rile ong the I huoaos will 000n 
iave the op1ortunity of ispl yi their a tery ins ting th roe ets 

to the ad iri y s of their irl friends. 
Each rock tis brou ht along a soon as it i r ady . Its team carri s 

it with ut oot ca e, protectin it a ain t the o er enthu iastic e ticulations 
of th turl>ul nt danc rs, who are escorting and cheerin it. The rocket's 
Bfu, th of "it 11 \ tie on everyone's lips. 

h roe t b r rs dust it, pat it, fl tc.er it an inwardly · e the 
most arctent wishe& so that t e bu~ahn, to whom it is offered , give it a 
flying et·rt an make it flash hi her an higher. 

They then get it near the ladd r. hub os from "it n vill ,·e, eet 
hold of it, climb the st p and pull it up to the ~ecy tor ot the tree, 
slowly, lovingly nd without the lea t jerk. 
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