
THE LAMVONG 

In the din of festive 
sounds that engulf the pagoda 
grounds of a Lao boun, 
3 sounds fusing into one 
are at once the loudest 
and raost insistent-the throbing beat 
of a drum, the shrill ring 
of small brass cups, 
and the clicking of 2 sticks, all 
accompanying a songo 

To the Lao, this is the 
unmistakabletempo of their 
beloved lamvong whose origins i 

they trace as far back 
as the 14th century when 
the kingdom of Lane Xang 
encompassed ~Corat in Thailand, 
a great part of Burma, Vietnam and Ca~bodiao At that time 
of all the many kinqdoms which reigned over this continent, 
Lane Xang's power and glory ruled suprerneo But its power 
waned, its frontiers shrunk to ist present borders, although 
many of its people still live on the western side of the :"-1ekong 
r ever, in what is known today as Northeast Thailand0 

'.ithe Tttais of this region still maint.dn close cultural links with 
t heir kin across the river fo:r: their ties with each other spring 
:1:rom the same ancestral blood . ., Thus~ when the Lao used to or= 
gani~e their fundraising bouns~ they called upono Thai dancers 
and misicians to stage the Thai ~>p2 ( Hlto dance aroundu)o 

Through the years~ especially with the emergence of Lao nationhood 
the Lao adapted a slower version of ·,che ramvong (and called it 
the lamvong 9 because the Lao :;poken language does not fcontain 
t he ~~r w soundo ) 

The lamvong 9 perhaps the least intri,:ate dance there is 9 by 
its very simplicity and charm, complements the Lao charactero 
~t s movements are languid, man and wO!ian shuffling unhurriedly 
in a wide circle, thi-ir arms and hands tracing slow, sinuous 
cir,=les in the air o It is a c:ourting dance, the man ·moving in 
vlitn the hint of an embrace for the ,,oman, the woman daintily 
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stepping back , then botb s "-:':8ume t h e slo-~1 ciYcular march, moving 
in and back, while the lyrics moan:noooo s weet smeeling .flower of 
my soul o You are lovely, you enc hant me blossom, you and your 
fra granceooo 

To some, the lamvong looks less like a dance than a stylized 
stroll of 2 lovers down a meado-~ lane; Hhile a singer vocalises 
the boy's love-a~ruck thought o The more popular of the lamvong 
songs {Sawatdi Noi7 Sao 2 goes:: ~~How are you my love0 / How so 
beauti£ui and la.fr .. To make roe svmon and dreamo 

Of the more than 108 dances in Laos (not cou.nting those of the 
minority groups), the lamvong has been recogni ed as the national .,. 
dance for the very same reason t 1 at the ch&mE,! is the national 

DJ - • .,; lower: both cµ-e :found everywhere .. Evenlas a child, the 
·,illag~ girl bas ~at numberless times on the temple grounds i,n 
::"ront or the lanivong stage during bouns, a wide-eyed spectator 
of elder sisters and cousins shuf£ling daintily and prettily 
::ound and round the stage, ·knowing she too will late:: trace 
';hose steps and sway delicate hands to the melody o:f the lamvongo 

Rep:,: inte t>Ji th the kind 
permissior ci Ope.~at5.on Brotherhood 

International<> OB is a volnntary Fil:".pino organization 
which operates hospi ta.ls a1:d heal th service£, in Laoso 


