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Pierre ... lna 

lew Tear tHt.iYit.iea, bet.t.er known in La.oe u t.be (St.h aontb 
r .. tiial) ia the caue• ot manitold rejoiainp which t.ak• plaoe clving 
the aonth of April.. 

I beliffe it. would be uaetul t.o cligrue •eaewhat, t.o up.) a, 11 the 
reaaona ot an annulJ wllieh, altJacNp not. t.be reault, ot arbitrarine••• 
1111" appear ..-what. •VJ)riall!C. 

In tao1.1 the tint. aont.h ot t.be lunar 7•u- e1oe• not. cor •pond t.o 
t.be mont.h ot April ot t.b~ Weet.em calendar, bat rat.her t.o December. 
In deoidin& t.o cielq b7 •n•ral aontba, t.be opaninc ot th• otticial 7ear, 
t,be Horu '• (utrolcpn) idea ... t.o pl&oe t.he Jlew tear under -noN 
ta'Y.ourule ••pia.a. Fna t.be •odhal alp Thum (lqit.t.ari•), nighte 
beccm lonpr t,o the clet.riMnt. ot da.Y9 and comequent.l.7 lead the world 
t.owarcla d.arimNa, and 91111,ol.1~ \o unllappineaa. On \.be oontraJ7 trm 
the Aui .MIit (Aria) llbloh cornapcmd t.o t.he Stb mont.h ot t.be ll1Ml" 
calendar, clq• get. loapr and lonaer t,o i.h det.rimnt. of niaht.e, till 
t.he Raai p)lruaop (turu) and t.he Ml1.lnm (a-1nl). Tbua, a 7•ar be11nninc 
1n April ottere a.cellent. proepeot.a ot bript.neaa and proeperit.,. 

The pneent. 7ear, or Ye r ot \be iog (Caprioorn), \.o be auccnded b7 
\he tear ot UMt Pie 1a to end on t.he IJth ot April or dq ot \he Song 
lam Pq ( which uru U. depart,un or the Geniue ot t.he 7ear) (1). The 
tollowtnc dq th• tllD&o which 1a an 1at.•roal.ar7 dq, clv.rin& which all work 
:la lorbiddn. 

It. followa t.hat. Ule Mew Year (2502 ot t.be Baddhiat. era) begim on 
t.he 15\h lJlril wbic:b oorrNpome t.o Ute 6~ &lair of \be wxtnc aoon (2). 
n. ia called Soq lam Dmn (or nt.um ot t.he Oenha). It. 'Yari" fraa 
,ear t,o rear am 1a det.endned in accordance vit.h a Mt.bod adopt,ed bJ' 
tb41 ancient Boru, vboe• knowl.ed&4t .. t. hPe NU qldt.. extenaive, ainol 
t.be law on uniffnal p-aYi\ation tb97 .Con:ulat.ed. a\ t.be tble are •t.W 
now oontiracl bJ' the worka ot •oien\1at.a baTing auch 110re iaport.ant 
•ami at t.heir .U.poaal (1). 

Thu, t-h• lat dq ot t.he L&ot.i&n ' tear 1a ait.u.t.ecl bet.WNn t.he 
6th da;r ot the wan1na 1100n int.be St.b mont.h and t.he 6th clq ot t.be vanha 
1100n in U. 5th 11011th and t.be 6\h de,' or t.be wax11t1 aoon ot t.be 6t.h aontb. 
C.rt.ain 1ean 1ncl1Jd• t.wo (Dftt.ral) dqa (Nanao), whioh are det.erained 
bJ utronam.cal OOIIP'lt.at.iona. 

'-• abould, bowner, obe•n• the tort.1m&t.e ooincidenoe of \M elate 
t.bua obtained w1t.h t.he rebirt.h ot mt.urea t.reea and tlowen an or,ce 
again •J>rinaina 11p, t.he earn\b, lit•lee• ant barren 'b7 111JV aonttw ot 
heat. ancl droqbt., 1• reborn and turm IJ'N1l aaain under tbe tint. abown. 

It 1a t.bentor, aaidat aen•ral reJoioinga that the r1t.11al tea. ta 
are celebrat.ecl \bJooucnout. t.he Laotian oount17-eide. 
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On the lut dq or the cloainc 7ear, e11.oh houe• is cantulq 
cleaned and put. in order, eo ae to banish dieutera and H'il gen.11. 

On llew Year•• dq, all th• poplll.a-.1on ll&lcea tor the Wate, in 
order to aprinkl• the iaag•• ot the Buddha with l1JBtral water. Both 
men and women bow batore t.hea ana bea .. ch the god• t.o 11&.ke th• new ,ear 
propltioua tn brin&in& thea health, wealth anci happine••• 

It is on that. dq t.hat Tisita are paid t.o relat.1vu and triende. 
In the case ot bi.ch otticiala, this 1.• taken as an opportunit7 t.o 
celebrate, what we call a b&o1, c.remoiv which i • unknown in other part.a 
ot the world (2). 

The •ubaequent dq• are dnoted \o 't'arioue ror1111 or redoicinga: 
in the et.reeta, pbubaoa and pbuaaoe eprinkl• one another generou•l.J with 
water on the coaaendabl• pnt .. xt ot pur1!ioat.1on ••• no d011bt, that 1e 
wb;y they pq eo little attention&• to the oleanllneea ot the water tbe7 
uee tor the purpoee! 

Aa thee• teatiYala draw to a cloee, aaall mouncle ot •and ahapecl like 
that• are erected both in Wat• and on the banke ot the MlkOJ1€J ti-., are 
t.opped with paper atreamere, ornamented with sodiacal •lam. Their 
'tNilden beg the god.a to grant the• the tavour ot a lona lite, ot wonderful 
ciq• tilled with bappin••• and wealth u aumeroua u the sand• tbe7 are 
• ad• ot. 

The nlatin}T recent Children FeetiYal-which in r ct waa tint 
celebrated 1n 1941-i• held at Vientiane on the day or tn. Jimao, either 
at Wat. Ona-Tu on certain 000 .. iona or 1eneralq at. the aunioipal StadiUll. 
It consiata of a general diatri ,ution of cakea and to,a to the Dek Noia 
lined up in front ot the 1,;na. Sona Karn (Oeniua or the Year) who, in a 
long •pe•oh, adTioe the• te be good, to work bard and to obq their parent.a 
anc1 their mastere, eio. 

Little doe• it mat,er, since the children are auob too interest.eel in 
the gitta which are b•in& dietributAd to~ the leaet attention to th• 
•ound adTice or the wise Geniue. 

But. it ia at Lung Prabang t.bat t.he 5th month feativil are at their 
brlcht.Nt. TheJ apre" oYer two full weeks and besides t~e Yarioue cereaonie• 
vhioh baYe been described above, the7 are marked b;r numerous testivit.iea. 

Allon& the aore epeot.aflll&r ones are the purchuing, at ldDjl, the Great 
.Market, of T&ri0\18 ottering• and ll&ini, or live aoiula with the intend of 
•ett.inc t.bea tree (1), t.he proOMeion ot R"7al elephar1te, the Baci at the 
Royal Palace the Ltat.el.7 Yi• it ot the l\ing and his retinue to the Wat• 
ot Yi•un, Xi•n& Thoni, Vat Mai and Sanakbalok (2) tor the aaper• ion ot 
the illagea ot \he Buddha, The crowd 11aaeed all alone the rout.e eprinklu 
the King and hie auite with aoented vater. 

These ritll.&l procnaiona take plaoe anddat. general excitement and. 
•nJO)'lhent. or th• populace thronaing along the route, ••peoi&llJ at Wat 
Mai tor the upenion or the Pbra bang which, on thia occaaion, 1a removed 
from it• pecleetal. .nd . l~oed under a daie in the court7ard or the Wat. 
Tne upen1on 1a carried out b7 mean ot a Hang Lin or wooden tube caned 
in the eh&pe ot a 4n&cm, the taithful pourin& the luatn.l t.er 1n a 
•Mll gutter cut. in the dragon's tail which convey• it out ot ti-. drqon•• 
aonth ont.o the iaag•• ot the Buddha which have been plaoed und•r it. 
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Preceding the Sq Phra Bang (upenion of Phra Bang) comes the dance 

ot the Pou Gneu Gna Gneu, i.e. t.he tiret raale arn temale Laotian anceetorea 
wearina a muk and a coat of coarse flax \hq dance with al.Lion (3)J all 
tbNe ot them, at a given lllOilDBnt, kowtow t.o \be SneNi&n am pre•ent. hi.a 
with the best wiehe• ot all the Laot.iana paet, preeent and to come. 

On th• 9t,h dq ot t.be Nev Year and on the 15th ot the f••t.ival, the · 
ling ancl I.Aleen gin their ottering• tot.he monb and entertain thela to 
a banqaet. at the Jlo.yal Palace durinl whioh the latter are al•o •prinklecl with 
lutral water. 

With the exoeption ot the Po11 Gne11 Gna Gneu dance which 1a performed 
in the North onq, •11 iil&r deaonatrationa or reli&ioua fervour take place 
in Southern Laoa (i.) • 

.Merrb ,ent and pneral good hWIOUr pnYail over all Laoe durinc these 
teativala, 'Where th• sured aapeniona extend j07.tlal.q to all and •undry. 
ilthw&h at home, the New Year retaina it• dee~ reli&i-ou character it b 
nonet.h•l••• celebrated in an ataNpheN of joy and brotharhcod. On thie 
oooaaion, it 19 the epeoial wi•b of tlw good people ot Laoa to see ne17one 
part.icipa\e in the general rejoicing without ,n.f cti•tinction or race or 
origin. Woe to tho•• whoa, ignoring it1 ouet01119, take ottenoe at the shower 
lllhich 11 eo kindlJ' bestowed. u on t.hn.J... Their anger will ll&ke thea all 
the more the target tcr new asperaione ••• 


