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Outline 

I . Ancient history of the poe= Sinsay 

A. Th e country wh-=re the poe,., took ·olace . 

B. The century whe n it took pl ace . 

C. Ab out the a ut nor . 

D. Is it one of the mos t f 3.,, ous oo e.,, in Laos? 

II . Discuss the two kind of the ooe wthat were written and discuss 

how tnej read eac h one of thew . 

III . Di scuss the forw of the poew. 

A. Howwany words in a line . 

B. Ho w i s it dif fe rent frow t he o Lhe r f or=? 

C. Is tnis ±o r w co r,., only us ed? 

IV . Wri te the thewe of the poe w. 

a . How many c ha r a cters? 

B. The uain c l:ia r ,c. ct ors . 

C. Sinsay's adventure . 

D. S ins a: 's half brothers tell a lie to the Kin~: 

E . the arrival of Sinsay ' s aunt . 

V. Discuss the l as t part of the p)em . The mos t i,,. ·oort ::rnt i deas t 

t hat expressed in the storl •• 

·, 



'l'hc - oc •.. of Sinsay i s v 2 ry we ll knov1 in Lao lite1·c1.tu1·c . It had 

been nrit e .undred and hundred years ago . __.ut n o body '.ncito s the ex-ict 

date , but they saidthat it was written aocroxiwately the year of 

1 006 . So it w: s quite1 old poem , but it is ,,e ll kno,,n through out 

the }"ingdow of Laos . People read and talk about it v ry often• It 

was known since the ad inistr,tion of Cnao Souli-navon · da . 

During his reit:,n tne kin6 dolli w s v ery peaceful . ,1.nd La o literature 

was 1igh devclopped . There were 1'3.11y , many thin "S written during 

ut the wost fa~ous one was Sinsay . 

The ,)oew of 0insay to ok t' la ce in tne kinr:·soill of . .?en('f'cnan . "But 

it was writ Len in tnetown call Dong ~oua la ~Lou , w~ich i s Oudone in 

Thailand today . This c ity used to oelo ng to Lao I"incdo" . Chao 

Pangkh"'m the __ ing of Dong l'.loua lam po u wrote this :)oem . Dut the poem 

was known vefore Chao ~angkham . But nobody knew wno nrote it bef ore 

and in what sentury it was written . Chao Pci.w kna ... , rote L1is poelll 

after he c ~ .G Jack frow nunting frow Chawp1sa c k . 

i oe= ne nrote and discrioed his love and re ~ l life 

:3o e 1 .rt in the , 

~ --- • .. is life .1as 

ve ~·y ro antic , Once ne went s own to Cna,upasak for t11c ele i., nt s 

hunt . One day he ,..,.._ t 1,anc; 1:,ha o a saugh ter of tne chew ,.uon.:; ChawpasaK: 

And th~y both felt in love . ,\ t l c13t tney be c allle real close unt il he 

won alL her love , She bec . .1u,e pre i·,ant , but; :angk .. au1 ndd LO c oue 

bacK ·co nis _in. s0 .... . .i'hen tne oaoy 1H s born , sne :1 d a lot of trouole 

and ahe cursed tnat everp wo .an ~n~u d n_ve to h.ve ~ -~~ri~· e 

celebrati Jn oe~ore she beco=es his wife . Acco~ctin7 ~o ~niJ curs ~d p 

peopl e be l eive in \,edding tou ,y . So wnen ne · rote ~n8 Joe_ he ~ut 

some of the na2 enings of his into tne poe= • 

Sinsay Jo e.,,. is the ,Los t f:...,.ous , re d·, ,le ,:n,d enioy Jle poem , tnat 

has ,,een riLten in Lau liter ture . ,hem 3 J e ood: ,enti..)11 tl1e: r J.111e 

Sins..:::i.y peo ue see11 to know it i ,, edi '-1.tely . ?eo ,1e ,e.._ G , oe fa il.1r 

with tnis ,Oeij.l especially the adu.._ts . And so e1;irncs t e. 0:,k use it 

as 8. ·,ray _r or they use it wnun t 11ey 

retold fro= eneration to generition . 

ive a- ser on . It h , s Je__.n 

Cnao ari. ~h· , .• ~1.:,d very .. ,ucn 
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kno·,1 l edge . He , is very intelli t',en t in cont r ol1inr •1.:. '3 ' . ' 1-rli1r, a 01.'"L • He 

~,s a JO½erfu l king , so that his style of ritin i ~ v~ry rich in 

') 0 :'er :3.nd hc..s cne sau.n.- sit 1,4a t i )n :Jetween tne tr e,ue ,.-,r_d ::.is o·. n 

e:c)eriences . 

the JOCu o f Sinsqy Wi3 wri tt e~ in two kinds . One 

the form o i an ord i n.1 r y poem usinb the L3. o Cll'lract,ers . 

1c; · r i ·cten in 

fhe second 

kind ~~s ,.ritten li~e and o~diriry short story or in a for of singint 

'lhis ;;:ind tney µ sed 2a li or use d t-1e '11 '-.l·J" 
1 

c hara ct e r 

The tyf)e t.1<.A.t they used tne "Tllr-1.M.112 cha r acters is c.J.llcd 'L::i.,usinsay 113 

or they c ~,lled ''S insayas i.dok" . ·'+ And it w.1s wr it c.E.n in 3 aeries of b 

boo.rn . ~hvre are 20 boJks and eacn n,s 20 to _5 '). ;e3 . L'll...: form tna t 

u sed the Lao c.ldracters and wo ote as an ordi1...,,,ry ·Joe rn oy Cha o Panekhaw 
t:; 

'He said t •. at he a l so co r i ed it froL.li 3insa:yasado~11 • ..,, 

No w I 1 m g oing to talk abo ut its form . Sin-sa is ~1 ).)C:; t11 .... L 

~ 

has 

seven words in a line . This seven words line is t,,1e ',.in OLc , ou t 

th_re are tDo words in front and tw o words afte r . 'lhe t~o words befo re 

the line c ,11 11 :Soupa bot "
6 

'.I'he two word after the .,.in line is c a ll ed 

"Kham .~ayaii JanJaii" 7 P . S . i\Jginn s a id that t .e: used th2 two word ei 

before and afte r the main line , jus t t o 1al--;:e t :.e 9oe ,, sounds p r etty . 
8 

The for~ i s not really dif1erent fro~ tne ot her ,oew , a l os~ eve ry 

p o .:01,.., in Lao has 7 words in o ne line , and so,.,e ot 1.2rs :ns ro ... ore t 11an 

11 . But the re i s sowe d i s tin~uis nes in Sinsay ~oe- . P . 3 . ~ • .; inn said 

t he WPY they arranged t he words is nea t . They Uded tne ~i ht word in 

sy to r ed and to unders t and 

And he also s;;.id t _ t t 11is 

the ri 0 ht p l ace . So it 1.ia.Kes i t very e· 

J:JO e than t dt it sounds s o beautiful. 9 

foru i s only used in Lao Poetry . 
10 

co. 

3 insay story is very we ll known frow Penerat_0n to en0r ti~n . 

?eo . le talk about it o ve r and over withJut cetti~ ~o~ ed of i t . 

So .1eti,ues the nistory of Sinsay is g ive n as a S-=r "on i n 9. Bu ddhi s t 

te .. _ple . Sinsay is also rich in the idea of r e li~ion . 'i } c.:.ce are more 

thin 20 c h racters in Sinsay . But the Ma in c har~ct o r in ~insay story 

is Sinsay . He is the her o of the story . As the story folL0',1ed . 

~hagna Koutsarat was a k inb of Peng Chan . 

his wi ie in the pa lace . His wife is Chantha . 
/ 

He li ved h.3.) ily with 

Th e ueen Chantha was 

beau t i f ul , and she was res pec t e d thr o u ~h out tne k i n~do= . The k ing 
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has a lovely sister named Soumountna . She is pret~y , just plain 

adorable , attractive so tnat all the ~ingsin anat~er ~ingdo~ 

warted to -~rry her . But because the king koutsar~t loved .er so 

,.lUch , he couldn 't l et her lliarry to anyone . He kept her in his pa l ace 

One day she wanted to go to wash her hair so badly . Then she ~sked 

fo r a perwissi )n frow her brother ~he 

received a perwission she went to the 

King louts! r ~t • . hen sne 
~ 

river . 'l'ne.n/ the Gnak Kou.aphan 

the wost powerful , strong nonster . He fe lt in love with her , and 

wanted her to be hia wife . Acc ordi ng to the nistory no nu~an body 

c an kill hiw . His heqrt wasn ' t with hi- • ie ta,e it to somebody else 

to be guard ~d . So tnat day, havin~ wet pricess 3ou, oun~ha at the 

river , he stole her , and toJk ner to h i s na l ace . 

Pragna Koutsarat had no i dea , who s~ole nis lovely sister . He 

began to worry . He wis aed her very wuch . ,•i e W''.S so dear to her . 

He decided to go after her . 
~ 

So he ga ve u p everyv,-·ev2n his dear wife , 

to becowe a onk . He started to go out . One day he reached a town 

named Challipa . He went out to beg for food , ;;:.s a onk s.10uld do. 

!:')hagna Champ~ ,,:,s a ,_illionaire , and had seven at Lre cti ve dauz;hters . 

That __ ornin those seven gir l s c~we to 01fer t ~e f:nd to Phae;La 

Koutsarat . ?ragna Kouts~r3t sa½ those ~ Jen sisters , and he felt in 

love with all of tnew . Then he deceded not to o on. He uent ba c k 

to the kin~don of Penr;chan , ::i.nd left tntc' te"' Jle . '.lihcn n"' sen:, his 

~essa ers to see ragna Cna=p3 and asked for their seven dau~nters . 

~Jr n'-'a Cnampa accefltc.the request a, d ave t e seveL sist.-.:c'S co be 

his v1i;es . 00 nov, he h3S eight wives . Later on t use ei,nt wives 

bec,rne pregna't~ and t,1e kin€ wacted to know wtia. t tnose ei, ht children 

would be like vrnen t11ey ,,row up . He h3.d the forL'netells.r toldtne 

futu.re of t:10se eight children . The fortuneteller s,.id t 1 .t the cnil o-

dren oi th~ 1irst and the last wife will oe tfie -~ t 11 . 'l'hey will 

nave their ,ewe r cowe along frow their birth . ~hey will bet any 

body else • 

. ,o, tne other si.x: wives became jea:i,ous , w· nteu to exile the two 

other wives and tneir children . 'l'hey a ll a ked ~ne fortuneteller to 

say that tney will be very bad c nildren and t uey will distroy the King ­

c ow . So he did . The king felt so bad hearing those uade u1 words , 

and vias afraid tha t it would cawe true. ,me n the b-:iby , ere oorn . The 
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first wife ' s baby was an aniw~ l and tne last wi fe ' s sons ~e~e a shel l 

and one v1c.s .'.:>insay , but Sinsay brought wi th hi,,. s Jme ,,e<)Jns . The 

kin ~as afrq i d those words of the fort unetell~r woul d cowe true . 

0 0 he told the two wi ves and their c nildren to 1 ~ave ttl~ to~n . Tney 

respected a ll h i s comu,ands . 

after a wai le those six sons l rew up , and the Ki n~ still wissed 

his sist~r . So he told tne ir sons to g o after her . 1ho se six sons 

asked to go to s t µd y sowe skills first . fhe k ing let tne"' 
0

0 . 

As t_ey went half way tney met tneir th~ ~e orotners . ·avi ng k no wn t 

t h 01t tney ' re br o t hers , those s i x told Sinsay a lie ti.1"'t ti1e ';:ing W3.n-

ted hi= to go af ter his aunt . He be l eived that i~ W3S r c1lly his 

fatner ' s desire . He agreed to go after her . 1aen , tnose s ix boys 

went hick and told tne king that they nave studied some skills . 

They c awe back to S insaythen they a ll went . AS soon as tney a rrived 

at the big river , thos e six brothe rs could ~ o acc ross tne river . 

S o Sinsay told the othe r two took Cd re of the six br o thers over this 

s i de . ,J fien .S insay reached the Gnak: Kou1:1phan pa l a ce , "e h,.d to fight 

he wonand to~k h is aunt out . But Sou,uountha had one d:1u-· nte r whoru she 

marri ed to the rlak under the w~ter . Before gain, ba c k to ~engc ha n , 

Souwountha askedS ings ay to g o after her . So he .,ent down the river 

and fignt wi th ~ak . 

to l e8 ve his wife . 

Nak feel very so pa i n bec~use he dirln ' t wnnt 

Nak lo ved her very ,11U c h . Sut Sinsay won so he 

to ok her • .;he n S insay a rri ved and he got his a unt and her daughter , 

they ver e ready to g o ba c k to the k i ngdow . Butt nose six brothe r felt 

je a lous , be c ause they wanted to tell tne king t nat they have g otten 

ba c k t heir aunt . They asked S insay to g o swi· in· . Be c ause t hey we re 

so j ealous , th~y pus hed him do wn . They th ugnt tnat he ~11s dead . 

No w they ready to so • But Soumo u n tha tnou ~ht of her ne ~hev,s o ,uuch . 

.::ihe didn I t be l e i ve tha t he wa \! dead . So sne wanted to .. ,.:i.ke su ·e i f 

her nephe w Sinsay were really de d d . S he took out tnree very VAluab le 

thinbs and hung t h eru on the branch of the tree a long t1e river . And 

she sai d if these three thing return to her th.,t ,ue<SlA-t ,1e r nephew 

wasn ' t dea.d . Bu t l 01t e r on the , ... e re "an t C",ae along t'1e river , they 
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those three tnings and brought thelll to the Kinp; . l'WV, Sou1::ountha knew 

exactly that he wasn ' t dead . She knew for sure the Sinsay ~as still 

a l ive . 

So she told the king tnat Sinsay alone went to ge t ner . So he 

rea l ized that those six sons weren ' t honnest . So he exil ed tne- and 

inc luding t~ose six wives . 

Then the king and his knights went after Sinsay saw hi~ with his 

mo ther the l aa t , wife , and Chantna the first wife with he r sun . Tne 

asked the to g o back and rule the kin~don. 

he th:::mght o:t' his wife very 1:,uch , he ,,,issed her . So he c r. '-' up fro,,, 

waterE.lnd asked for his wife . Thok. time the king and .'rinc ess 

Souwountha gave the Nak b~ck his wife . So t iey live d ha ily ever s 

a ft e r . 

And in Sinsay poew reade rs enjoy the p~rt , wnen 3insay took ~ak •s 

wife frow hi lll and he missed her . And wnen h e cawa up fro~ the wat~r 

for h is wife . P . S . Gn i nn said this pa rt i s iwpo rtant to the story , 
11 

and they call Banaksadoung . And this part refer t:i Chao ..-·angk,., ... 

the author ' s life , wnen he g ot separated frou1 the d::,_ug,Lter of Chao 



Footnotes 

1 . 1: an,!,c.1a..,, , ~ =sfL fv Vientiane , l )':)O . o. 

z. i>angkha"' ' 
~ Q ~ VientLne , 1 9,)G . I ~u 1•u :p . 

J Q ~ L.. 

j . i--ang.r;:_haw , ~ ,( ~Ll 7 ll Vic-ntidne , 1900 . P• 

4. .ranwkham , 4 ;$t £~ '✓ i e nt i an e , 1 uO . p • 

5. ~anc,·:ht1.m , ~~~fr, Vient L:,ne , 19)0 p . 

6. P. S . Nginn Interveiwon 5th Janua ry19 .::l 7 . i;.t 10 o 'c lock in the mo rning . 

7 . P. S . Neinn Interveiw on )th January 19D2 . 1l:t 10 a'c]ack j ti tbe 
rnorninE; 

3 . P. S . Nginn Interveiw on 5 th J anuary 1907 . At lG o'cloc k in the u1orning 

) . , .• s IJgi nn Interv e i w on 5 th January 1907 . .-i. t 10 o 'cihoc k in the rno r nini 

10 . : . 3 I.,~· nn Int e rveiw on 5th J anua ry 1 ';107 . At 10 o ' clock in the u,orning 

11. P. S . 1;ginn I nt e rveiw on j tn J anuary l <)o7 . At 10 C1 clo k in the 
1,,o rning 



... 

Bibliogra ,ny 

&ginn , ~ . S Int e rveiw on 5th J dnuJry l ~J7 . At 10 o 'c l oc ~ in triL =orn ing 

an.;-d '" ' Sins,y . (Trc0.n3la t e by Thao l''ho uy Abh«y nd . :J It.inn , 1nd 
Illust rate by fhit .,h::iu . l j,i:; . ~G . j) • 

Vientiane , l )oO . 2jb . 1 . 

0, Q 
Viravon__:: , .:)ilo. :::>i..1l.J![):();:t1u 2nc; ~diti::in . Volume, . ( ;;ia c lC - 2G ) 

~ (2. 
Vira.von~ , Sila Ql-.J J..J: [)_'() ;:) / v 


