
}1 . t' rains :: 11 in .... , tl1 _, ""all st ;:idily; ir som plac s th1::y 
fall f r , ths anci ths . Th" ro ds ' c O 1uddy . :!t i, ntJt the s 3ason f r 
travel, and it is time f r B un Khao Vatsa, 11 t 3 cemi.J: 1 g • ~ rain. 11 

Boun KaQ iTatsa las be er1 xist 1c f~r r'" than 2,500 " :lars--sinc-'3 t 
birtl J f' Buden a . It begins am th 8t' t' " th< Buddhist calendar . 
On the first rl LY •:>.: this f~sttval , the Chao Khoueng (c lief of thP province) 
l ads 3. processisn around !lis town shewir g a ~i3ce of wliite and yell•w 
clot!:. with candles ta that the population will r m;;mber the occasion "'f 
tl .f stiv:11. .\.t riight , th ✓ re is a pr'9cession of candles and flowers 
at every pag. da . 

O:i this occasi•n, mcmks '1ava to remain in their own temples out ~f re ­
spect for the:; 207. lauws of the Buddhist order . If menks trave l , they 
nay tr~ d ~m ~me of th.,. insects , :i.nd t0 d this is to dis -•bey Buddha• s 
first cor:unand : 11 Th 1.1 shalt .:it kill . 11 The m@nks , tL r f re , advised 
t , desist fro1 tr .v 1. r over, t.' ·c ,.1-..1tl s ,,. alsei t,., plnntine 

a 1 d t: c~untry f>lk b l"rve tr11.t :..: n, J,s :1.~. t; . ._:;1 tb ir 
n , 1y-planted ricefields uring t '!is seci , , th8 ' al""r1 st will b:: small. 

During this three month period, the local followers , 
mainly of the older generation, have to spend their weekends 
lthe 8th and the 15th days) at the temples and follow a 
special set of rules which include these eight : 
1 . Do not kill 
2. Do not steal 
J . Do not covet thy neighbor ' s wife . 
4. Do not tell lies 
5 . Do not imbibe alcohol 
6. Do not eat in the evening 
7. Do not dress in colorful fashions . Do not throw anything 

harmful. Do not take interest in any form of amusement lmusic, 
theater, etc . ) 

8. Do not sleep on beds, e . g . try not to be comfortable . 

On the first day of Khao Vatsa, the followers take white 
cloth to the monks as gifts so that they can use these as 
bathing clothes. '!'his particular about the white cloth has 
a special meaning according to a legend ••• 

Once upon a time, in a certain city on this special 
occasion, a princess named Visakha, after having taken the 
gifts to the temple, on her way home saw five hundred monks 
bathing naked in a river . Feeling sorry for them, the princess 
bought white cloth in order to give it to the monks so that 
they would have something to put on while bathing . The monks 
would still be bathing naked today if that princess had not 
given the white cloth to them. 

Several times during the Vatsa period, a huge wooden 
drum will sound with muffled booms to summon the people to 
give food offerings to the keepers and teachers of their faith, 
the monks who strive for the great peace the Buddha promised. 

The Khao Vatsa beings on July 13, lasts 3 months, and ends 
sometime in Octoper in a ceremony called the Boun Ok Vatsa , 

or "the leaving of rain . " 
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Boun Hokhaopadapdin 

Th1ring this festival, all Lao peonle stJrt to send food, 
clothinr:, drink to their father, mother, friends and cousins 
·1ho hdve died. l'hey take these thinr-s to the temnles, or to 
their burial sites, the'thdts'. 

On the 9th duddhist month of the •1var.ir.r~ moon l ',upust), 
the Lao livj nn; re:ne:nber the spirits of their dead, spirits 
whom they feel roam th,3 air unseen, yet to be reincnrnated • 
. •/hile still alive, L12se riead li1cked the industr:, to collect 
merit for their Qfter-life by ~ood deeds, 3nd so, at de1th, 
as they ~w1it re-birth into a new form of life, they must 
be fed by the li vin.,:i;. The humnn 'phi' is the one to bA most 
wn.ry of, especL.:illy if the person met rlecJ.th violently. 

Especially for this occ8sion, people invite thP monks to 
co:ne to their places for me,1ls and to ~r~y so that they can 
have ,:1 better life for years to co:ne. 

Jources: festivals of Laos b:1 Jose ?ventecilla, Operation 
drotherhoodPublic:ition Series, ..i.up:ust, 1965. 
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