
VIENTIANE, LAOS 

BACKGROUND ON LAOS 

1. Characteristics of the Area 

A. Geography 

The landl.ocked Kingdom of Ls..os, the :- :rstoDJe nation of the 
Southeast Asian Peninsula, sh::ires cornnon bo::.~Jers with six other 
countries, two of the~ con~unist. The bordeT runs 146 miles witr. 
Burma to the northwest, 263 with China to th•:i north, 818 with 
North Viet Nan to the northeast, 301 with South Viet rlarn to the 
southeast, 277 with C8X1bodia to the ~' ,i'·:c, and 1090 ( including 
over 560 along the Mekong River) wi tL :~,.,J.iland to the west. Its 
totc.l area covers approxir1crtely 91,000 square Piles, or slightly 
nore than Idaho or Great Brits.in. A larae part of the terrain 
of Laos, particularly in the north, is c~v8~ed by dense jungle 
and rugged Eountains, the latter so~eti~es rising over 9,000 feet 
Vientiane is the ad.:ninistrati T'e ca.pi tal, and Luang Prabang the 
royal capital. 

B. Cl i:rwte 

The clir,•3.te of Laos is r1onscnnal, with three se a:s,0ns. ·rhere 
are five nonths of heavy r::,infull fro:;.1 May thrcugh September. 
When t rains stRrt tap0ring off in October, a cool season 
begi: that lasts through January. Februar,y through 1,pril is 
hot hur.~id. In April, the vrnrsest f'lrmth, the ternpera.ture in 
Vien c.ne normally r f:5 between 72 and 93 degrees Fahrenh.ei t, 
and ir:. January, the coclcst month, between 57 and B3 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 'renperE:tures c,f 103 hs.vG been recorded in .,\pril, and 
39 in cT anuary, hmvever. 

C. Population 

The population, compose6 of l';any ethnic .::roups, is estimated 
at 2,300,000, but no accurat.-.3 census h&s ev,':: .. · been taken. This 
sparse population is unevenly spread, with th~ ~reatest concen­
tration in the Mekong Vc:"lley. Perhaps half · them are ethnic 
Lao, a people of Tai stock who are bt~li tc. have migrated 
originally fror; southwestern China pr ·· :· · .,.~_ly in the 13th cen-
tury in the wake CJf Kublai Khan's cr:c · f c:rces. l'Jcrth Laos 
contains nount::in tribes of Sini tic, '1::li, and Tiheto-Burman 
language families, plus sor:e of Indonesian or protc-Ivialay back­
ground that are rrore abu:r:dantly found in scuth Laos. The lack of 
conr;on origin, custc;:;s, traditions, and be1i,afs s.~ong the various 
ninorities poses serious difficulties for the political unifica­
tion of the Kingdon. There are also influential ~inorities of 
Vietnariese and Chinese, and w~aller oups of Ca.'nbc di ans, Indians 
and Pakistani. In addition, there arc over a th,,usand 



Frenchmen and other Europeans in the country, of whom few are 
permanent residentG. 

D. Language 

Lao is a tonal language like others of the Sino-Thai family. 
The Vientiane dialect has six tones, only three of which transfe 
directly to Bangkok Thai. Vientiane :~nd Bangkok Thai have 
areas of mutual comprehension only to educ .ted speakers. As wit' 
English and French, ab3trctct words tend to b·?: cognate more 
frequently than e¥e:tyday vocabulary. 

Written Lao and Thai both use scriy s of Indian origin, but 
Lao letters are rounded rather tha~ ar, and Lao uses fewer 
consonants. The Lao spelling syste~ is infinitely more repre­
sentative of the spoken word than Thai, which tends to include 
unpronounced letters, particularly at the of a word, that 
display the word's Sanskrit origin. 

Since textbooks have been developed only through sixth grade 
in Lao, French remains the principal language of secondary edu­
cation. French thus serves as the second official language, and 
is cor:,mcnly used in government and comnerce. Probably not over 
15 per cent of the population is literate. Furthermore, the 
nurnc::rous ethnic groups posseas th(:ir own languages or di ects, 
and ~; · Yiatnamese E:nd Chinese retain their own school systems 
as ,v 1. 

E. Religion 

The predordnant and, indeed ate religion of the Kingdom 
is TherDvc,dg Buddhisr:1, cor.m;on also to Carr;bodia, Th,:dlend, Burma 
and Ceylon. It is not u~usual, however, to see spirit shrines 
at dhist ter:ples. .lhile tbe r:oun-tEin tribes are principally 
animist, some of then havo adopted Buddhism while retaining a 
Fietrnt .. re of their old beli s. 

II Government Organiz::1tion 

Laos is a consti tutiorial parlic.:1:e··:'- ·· ".· monarchy. Under the 
December 1955 revi on of the Cons~;-· t, ':'.on, originally promul-
gated by the King in May 1947, the taerto exclusively male 
franchise was extended to wc~en. IP normal tines, general 
elections ar::, held every five yes.rs. Ce,nsti tutional amendments 
passed in 1965 gav,3 Ki~1g other optio_ .. ' during times of eris-
sis. The bicarleral legislature is co:riposed a N2tional 
Asset1bly of 59 ~enbers, which wields the re legislative power 
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of the countr;:,r, and n less active King's Council of twelve 
elder statesmen, all of whom are appointed directly by the King, 
six upon the recommendation of the Asser;;bly. Jill absolute major­
ity of deputies present is required to uphold bills returned by 
the King's Council for Assembly reconsideration. This Council 
privilege has been rarely, if ever, exercised. 

The Prime Minister is designa.ved by c i:ing in consultation 
with politic al leaders. The Frir::ie !\:inister 2ubmi ts his proposed 
Cabinet to the National Asser:bly for approv· ~, a favorable two­
thirds majority of deputies present being required for investi­
ture. Deputies who are candidates fer :inisterial posts may 
not participate in the vote of con:;.' .ce for a new government. 
Mercbers of the Cabinet need not be /,.sseL~blynen. The Lao 
Patriotic Front (Ireo Lao Hok Sat), the communist faction, reco­
gnizes neither the present nor the previous two le slatures. 

Tho Constitution provides that the judicial power shall be 
separate and independfint of the executive ;:and legislative powers 
In practice, the judiciary is the lee.st vigorous branch of the 
government. · 

Bc:Ct•USe of extren;e f:wtiona.l strife and open fighting in 
Laos, the three princip LGc groupings -- Ccnser1ativo, iif eutra-
list: cmd Ccr:r:iunist -- ctgre in June 1962 tc forr:1 a Governnent 
of 1.- "-;ion::::i.l on undor the preriership of Prince Souvsnna 
PhoL1.. .. Tr:e relationship of this goverrment to· the Ccnsti tu-
t ion :2e!':1ains undefined. .Al though in 1963 Communist Ministers 
withcrew fror'.l Vientiane and from active participation in the 
Govcrnr1ent of National Union, and acting ministers have been 
appointed to c2rry on their work, the Cor:munist ministers retain 
their portfolios in n2.me, th0 door h,-..s been left open for their 
return, and the tripartite governmel'.;.t reuains undisturbed at 
least in form. 

III. Historical Review 

In the • id-fourtee.:.1th century, KintI f.7 a ,-_;-:,;1ir ... 11nJ. ted Laos, 
set up his capital at Luang Prr1ba.Y1(;, [,.nd ruL:2 an area th2l; 
would today encompass not only Laos bn~ 1 J much of northeast 
Thailand and the southernmost part c.~ · .i.El.D. province of China. 
In t following century, the Vietn:- , c: ,; began their periodic 
incursions, which persist to this day. By the 18th century, 
Thailand and Vi0t Earn had. begun their cc,rr;petitior: for Lao soil. 

In the early 19~h century, the Thai of Siam obtained 
ascendancy over rr;uch of what is no'.v Laos and. retained their hold 
for the most part until Frar:i.ce made Lc.os a protectorate in 1893. 
The Franco-Siamese Treaty of 1907 defined the boundaries of Laos 
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as they exist today. Under the French, the tnrce kingdoms of 
Laos - Luang Prabang, Vientiane, an.d Chnr:ipass_k - were unified 
in 1946 under the dynn,sty of Luong Irabang. The country gained 
independence within the French Union in 1949. 

During dorld l'far II, Japan did not fully t over control 
of Laos until l\:arch 1945, and just prior to their defeat the 
Japanese persu2_ded the King of Luang I'rnba ... Yig to declare his 
Kingdo:"'l independent. In Septer:iber 19Lf.5 the I'r:i.roe Ifinister of 
the "inderendent" government procl;_dr;::e;_'i the creation of the 
Kingdon of Lao,'3, including the areas of Vientiane and Campasuk, 
under the King of Luang Prabang. In oc tc•"·,:-, r, a provincial gover­
nment farmed by the 'Tao Issara 11 (Pree L:-,;) 1 eaa ers, "dethroned 11 

the King becr:~use of his alleged 1-::·yal ty to t .e French. In May 
1946 l!'rench troops occ·J.pied Laos and recogn:;_ ;:,;:::d the sovereignty 
of the King of Luang Pr ang over the entire country. 

France adually accorded Laos tt independence and, in 
October 1953, recognized the Kingdcr: :.1s a fully sovereign state, 
al though L;:,os reaffirmed its adherence. to the French Union. ThL 
relati~nship was dissolved upon the conclusion of the Geneva 
.Agrec~-;ents of 195L+-, which terr:1inated the Indo-China V'/ar. Laos 
beca~e a rnernber af the United Nations in 1955. 

From 1954 to 1960 pro-ffestern or conservative governsent 
held power, except for the brief interval in 1957-58 of a 
coalition government which included comnunist r'linisters. 

In August 1960 f', young paratroop commander in Vientiane, 
Captain Kong Le, seized the capital in a coup. In a.11 c:~ttempt 
to avert civiJ. war aJTone; the ncn-corrmunist eJ.ements, Pri:r"ce 
Scuv2,.nna Phourm, a for:r.:;er Price Minister, was agnin called upon 
to form a government. Gener2l Phour.i Nosavan, a leader of the 
conservative, anti-comr.~unist fact:.Lon, at first agreed to serve 
in the govern:r:ent, but soon revcrsec his decision nnd establishec 
a :mili t~iry hee.dquarters in southern Laos fro!"! which he r1cunted 
a ca.rnpr:.ign to retake YientiJ.ne. He recaptured Vientiane in 
Decet1ber 1960, and Kong Le retrec~ted with his troops to the 
northeast. 

!:''.e,3,.nwhile, Souv:.inna had ~.ccepted :ct C 0id offer, and the 
Soviets started airlifting supplies fro~ t 1oviet Union via 
Hanoi. The Soviets usec. this rlift to bri in 2rms and arimu-
ni tion not only for thE Kong Le forces, but ... .Lao for the corunu-
nist military arm, then as e T, -1::>et Le.o. Profiting by 
general political and lit~ry inst .y, the Pathet Lao 
returned to full i1:Lsur1_!.ency. e ,Januciry 1961 Pathet Lao 
c..nd Kcng Le forces, supplied by cviets and advised and 
encadred by the North Vietnamese, seized the strntegic Plain of 
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Jars, where they established headquarters. By tlw spring of 
1961, the Pathet Lao insurgents, strongly reinforced by Not-th 
Vietnamese uni ts an(~ cadres, hs.d scored important military 
victories, appeared to be in a position to take over the 
entire country. 

The United States was faced with three alternatives: The 
total loss nf Laos to the Communists; military intervention, 
involving U.S. troors ::md other outside forces; or settler.1ent 
of the crisis through peaceful international and internal 
negotiations to achieve a neutrality that would permit the King­
do.!!: to survive as a nation. Bipartisan Congressional leadership 
was consulted on the decision to transfer the struggle from the 
:r.:iili tary to the politic al domain. It was thus that the United 
States accepted participation in the 14-nation conference 
convened at Geneva in May 1961. After long and difficult nego­
tiations, the new Geneva agreements were signed July 23, 1962, 
providing certain inter!rntionnl guarantees for the independence 
and neutrality of Lacs. Internally, the }0vernnent of National 
Union was forced in June 1962. 

Of inmerli :1te ir'.:port r,_nc e under the 1962 G.::n.eva agreements was 
the re,-:tlircrient that all foreign r::ili tary trcops and advisors,· 
except .'.:;_ sr;:all French training fore e, -; ave the country within 
75 cl of the signing. Under the , · sion of the Internatio­
nal ·:ontrol Co!::mission (ICC) consi::.1ti11g of poli.ticn.l and militar; 
repr'.-.. e:nt1::1tives of India, Canadg, and Poland, all 666 U.S. 
milit,.:.r:f advisory personnel (no U.S. coT:1b:1.t troops vvere in the 
country/ c'.ep'7rted Laos before · the Octobel' 7, 1962 deadline. 
Only 40 Vietnamese troops wore withdrnwn through ICC checkpoints 
however. In his June 20, 1963 letter to the Co-Cha.irmen (Great 
Britain and the Soviet Union) cf the Geneva Conf~rence, Prime 
Minister SouvEmna charged that subste,ntial nucbers of lJorth 
Vietnariese cadres aic1 co:Jbat troops re:r::ained in Lacs, anc: the 
Prime I,Tinister tas reper1ted this chEtrge on sever,:11 occasions 
since. 

Within a few months of the signing of the 1962 Geneva 
agreeEe~~s, the Pathet Lao supported by the ~orth Vietnamese, 
begc:.n EJaneuvering to subvert or elirdnate KonG Le's neutralist 
mili tc:-ry forces, which constituted Souvanna' s principal military 
strength. ~inor skir~ishing br into open hostilities in 
April 1963, just o.fter a s:::1:::dl croUT, of NeutrcLlists under Colonel 
Deuane Souvwn2rath broke 2.vuty fro:n I:'.::ng Le's forces and esta­
blished what they callee ti1e"true l'Ieut.::;.list forces", but what 
the govern:nent prefers tu tcor:·: thE: dissi ent Neutralists. The 
Pathet Lao and the Deu1:.uists att:::,cked :(o~ Le's troops in the 
positions which they rH:::l<l j intly with t ~ .ther Lao in Xieng 
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Khouang province. Nith assistance from the troops under 
Deputy Prime Trinister General Phour.ii Hosavan., hov;ever, Kong Le 
was able to extricate ~0st of his units from these areas as wel: 
as fror:i other locations in central Laos, nnc. tc rnnintain his po­
sitions in the western part of the Plain of Jars. These Pathet 
Lao aggressive tactics not only failed to destroy the neutralis1 
forces, but resulted in rmch closer political as well as mili­
rary cooperation between the neutralists and the conservatives. 
The two Pathet lc:.o ministers withdrew from Vientiane, leaving 
Pathet Lao representatie;n in the Cabinet in the ha.nds of the 
two secretaries of state. 

Following the failure of the trip;crrti te negoti.::.itions of Apri 
17 a.nd 18, 1964, Prime T!Iinister Souv3.nna announced in great 
discouragef'lent that he was resigning. On April 19, troops of 
General Siho L,:i:111")houtho.c oul, the Director G-cncrn.l of the Depar­
tment of Nc.tional Coordinaticn (DIJC), a ; T 01-r1il'itary organiza­
ticn which superceded the national police w.d some of its 
functions in 1960, arr sted the Pri~e Ninister and some high 
Neutralist civilian an.:, r~j_li tar;y leaders. er:ients of the con­
servative ~r~y's Fifth litary Region under General Kouprasith 
Abhuy scon joj_ned the :DHC forces. D.le trc the sentir1ents of the 
Lao r2 le, as well as tc the spir~~ · intervention of foreign 
cub::s:c'' ors, Sc,uvanna was quickly returned to power; in fact, 
his :JJLLi ·!~c1.ry anli finuncinl r,ower was increased nt Phou!Yli' s 
exp-.::L.::Je. Souvanna r0organized his goverr,'.ent, _discharging 
two _ his left-leaning Ifoutralist cabinet me1:1bers, who sought 
a relatively noisy refuge in Pathe~ Lao controlled territory 
where they still clai3 to be me~bers of the Lao cabinet. In 
addition Souvanna replaced several :r::iinisters and secretaries of 
state who ·were considered either corrupt or ineffective. 

In the meanti~e, the Neutralist forces in the Plain of 
Jars, ccnfueec: by the kaleidosc j_c events in Vientiane, began 
to eng in sone open disputes 9.I"'.Ong various factions. Ta1.::ing 
adV3.Lt.-:~{;e r.if the dtssider:ce in Neutralist ranJ{.s ( and nili tc:trily 
using the strategic heights which ttey had captured fro~ Kong 
Le's units in F0bruary), the Fathet Lao forces, supported by 
North Vietnamese trccps, attacked the Eeutral1sts in May, and 
atter:rptcd to rcprc::sE.mt their o.ggrcssion as an open clash among 
Neutralist units. 'i'he tacks cul r:..c:ted in the wi thdrawo.l of 
cost of th8 ~eutraliat troops fror e Plain of Jars. Further 
Neutralist uni ts arid sor:c cfficers vie;::·::: b2°oken off froi: the 
Kong Le forces end pl ,cec 1,r;.,.:u:,r Col. De1...1. ne' s nominal command 
but r,ctually s1JbjGcte~' tc Pathet Lno c,~,1·1;, 7 • 

The Indi a,."l ::md the C nit ICC to,, wa':, cracuated fror:: the 
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Plain just before the fall of Kong Le's headquarters- These 
military developments prompted Prime Minister Souvanna 1hourna tc 
call for Eilitary logistical assistance, and the United States 
responded ~ithin the franework of the Geneva ~cccrds. On May 
26, the British, also at the behest of the Prime Minister, in­
vited the signatories of the Genev~ Accoras 
to be.gin consultations in VientLme on :rr;eans of restoring peace. 
The United States and several other signatories accepted the 
irnriatation, which the Communist states sp.urned. At the close 
of consultations in June, the representatives concluded that 
the Pathet Lao, with North Vietnamese support, had initiated 
the G.ttacks against the Neutralists, arid that the deteriorating 
mili tury situation in Laos presentend a grave threat to the pea­
ce of southeast Asia. They reco~mended that, confurming to 
the Prir1e Minister's views, all parties should ceasefire and 
withdraw, under ICC control and verific:c~tion, to positions held 
before the ~ost recent fighting. 

PGriodically during 1964, the Governreent presented evidence 
of North Vietnnr::ese r1ili t1:!ry involverr,ent in Laos in violation 
of the Gen~v·,1 Accords. In addition tn docur:ents and personal 
letters obtained froi'i Horth VietriamE<H:> sc1diers killed in enga­
geDents with government forces, No: 0 t::-_ ·, etnamese soldiers were 
captured beginning in September 1964, and were brought to Vien~­
ticme for ICC interrogc:.tion and exposure to the world press. 

With world awar12ness of the serious threat to the peace 
posed by continued Cor.munist aggression, there have been variow 
proposals for rl new Geneva-t?{po meeting of the 14 nations that 
tock part in the 1962 conference, The United States had indica­
ted its willingness to join sone form of discussion to restore 
peace, provid0d Souvanna's pre-conditions were met of a cease­
fire and Pathet Lao withdrawal to positions held before May 16, 
1964. The United States has also pointed out that there alreadj 
have been two high-level conferences on Southeast Asia and two 
formal agree.Gents in 1954 and 1962 - neither of which the 
Communists have carried out. Up to now, f lure to achieve 
peace has not been due to lack of conferenc-n,but to failure on 
the part of Cof'lnrnist states to honor agreer1ents already made. 
Sinee Peiping and Hanoi refuse to encl the conflicts by the sim­
ple act of leaving Laos and Viet Nan alone, the United States 
remains ccmr'1itted to help Laos a.nd other Southeast Asian nation:: 

their struggle for security and independence. 

Efforts c,n t11e part cf the three Lau factions to resolve 
their difficul tics, in ueetings in Paris ,:ur'ing ri.ugust and 
Septe~ber 1964, likewise produced no basic concessions except 
a general 2.greement to continue talking. T· ks have continued 
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sporadically in Vientiane since then. Their nain topic has beer 
to discuss a place for the eventual Eeeting of the 
leaders of the three factions - Souvannn fc,r the .Neutralists, 
Boun Oum for the conservatives, ;e....nd Souphanouvong f()r the 
Comrmnists. 

In the F1e[tn.tir1e, in Vientiane, General Siho began to differ 
mere and nore fror.1 General Kouprasith. A particular reason for 
the split was Siho's revival of some of the ~onopolies and otheJ 
corruption which PhouDi had practiced in order to have funds fo: 
~aintaining political support. Colonel Bounleut Saycocie then 
led sorie forces in Vientiane in a <January 31, 1965 "demonstra­
tion", allegedly against the general staff. :Bounleut denied 
t}1&t he was acting on behalf of General Phour1i, and declared th 
he wished merely to shov; to the government rL>id the general staf: 
that many professional Arr::iy of fie ers, who were not ir.1.terested i: 
politics, desired a truly unified general stnff that would get 
rid of Siho as well as certai.n bad eleuents fron the Arey.. The 
11 der:o:r:.strc1.tion" provoked sporadic clashes between :c7 ifth Region 
and police forces which finally erupted into open battle in 
Vientiane on Febrtw.ry 3. Phour:i, r.ttenpting to give the inpres-. 
sion t the had the overwhelr:iing suppc of the Lao Arr:1y, 
including the fore es c,f Bounleut, Siho, : the Second l~ili t ary 
Region to the northeast, state< that he hs lest confidence in 
the gener!:d staff, in the r,:ovcrnt:ent, and ic Souvanna, and felt 
cons·crained to toJ:e charge cf the si tu'J.tic:1.. Second Military 
Reg:Lon troops attadked Vienti::me fron t'.:,:: south. The Siho · 
police, when faced with an ul tirnat ,. ~.J .disperse peacefully, . 
fought back, resulting in considerabie destruction in the 
city. The forces under Colonel Bounleut, so• ewhat belatedly, 
rallied to the government and played a not inconsiderable role 
in destroying the last police resistance. 

The Februs.ry 3 battl.:· settled rany :military and political 
problems, but Constitutional problems remained. The National 
Assenbly elected in 1960 was co~ing to the end of its five-yenr 
r.1and21te, and the &overnnent concluded, sor-:e wh•:.t reludr.antly, 
that regulctr election::::; could not be ld bec:=mse of internal 
warf,,.::.re. Acc,Jrdingly, a National 8ongress a:-r,ended the Consti-
tution, giving the King three options dur t s of crisis. 
The King selected the option of p,)pular consultations, and the 
Fifth Legislnture entered into session M2gust 18. 

The Pathet were invited to po.rticipatc~ in the elections 
but t!iey predictably refused and denounced thcr:i as a farce. 
They hnve also continued tc claim that they, along with the 
dissiaent Neutralist stf:r and secretary of state, have 
been excluded frcrn the governnent. c• their so-called "libe~ 
rated" areas they ccntir1ue to affirD that they rerr.ain the true 
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represent:~.ti ves of the original coalition gcvern:ment, and con­
tunue to denounce the "Authorities of Vientiane" as American 
reactionaries. In the international sphere, they generally 
continue unqualified st~pport of the Peiping and tlanoi line ex­
cept for SO".':e cf Peiping's r1ore blats:.nt attacks on the Russi am 

On the nilitary scene, the North Vietnamese, with decrea­
sing assistance frorr, the Pathet Iao, gave made strong attacks 
against governr;ent pcsi tions in Sam Neuu province during each 
dry season for the lust three years. In S·vannakhet province 
in It.arch 1965, the Viutnamese launched. a d'ring attack against 
the Reservi:~ Officers' training school at Deng hene, along Route 
9 some 50 kilometers east of Savannakhet city. About 60 studer. 
and some officers successfully withstnod the Vientna~ese as~ 
saul t, a..11d together with the Lao ""iI' ~-orce, acco.unted for e. 
locally unprecedented 200 enemy dead. In addition, the gcvern­
ment forces captured nine Horth Vietnamese Arny'prisoners. In 
.rlovember 1965, the North Vietnar'.lese unsuccessfully attenpted tc 
seize the ~.~ekong River town of Thakhek, capital of Khar::rnouane 
province. Several r:1ore Vietnamese Boldiers were killed and 
captured in this venture. 

To c orrn with other ConDunist-instigated insurgency mo-
ve~ents in South-east Asia, the Pathet Lao was rena~ed the ~ao 
Pecple's Libers.tion Arny in October 1965. 

The ICC, which had been greatly hindered in its operations 
by f2.,thet Lao refusa.l to rerri t entry into its "liberated" ter­
ritory, was asked to investigate these several conmunist attack 
Accounts of North Vietnerose captured in earlier operations in 
1964, as well 8.S during the Dong Hene nttack, have been releasE: 
as parts of r:mjority reports signed only by India nnd Canada. 
The Poles refused to participate in the investigations. 

On the govern• ent side, a significant are:::, in ncrthern 
Vienti::me province was regained from coc P"IUnist control during 
Operc:,tion Triangle in the suVir~er of 196L~. Towns like Vang 
Vieng 0nd Kassy, and villages like Nong c j:-;,, Done and Muong 
Met were returned t,, the governr.ient fold. August 1966 the 
rich Nam Ba.c valley in ncrthern Luang Prab,.,.:_~ province was re­
cuperated aftor over six years under the co~~unist yoke. In 
south Laos ,a c 1.incertocl social, ec, :·:: ic, ,;;.nd security pro gr arr; 
got under way in r.:id-1965, and ha ~ .... red r:uch of the Sedone 
Valley by the spring of 1967. EL: crts to integrate r~eutralist 
forces into tho National Army made progess afte~ Neutralist 
colonels ousted Kong Le fron effective co':."'::nnnd in October 1966. 
A sorry exn~ple of the periodic bursts cf violence that 
occasionally charscterize the Lao sce~e was the bonbing, durint 
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the sane month, of rr:ili tary targets in Y~ ;tinne by forner Lao 
Air Force Cor-;r::iander General Ma and a few of' this pilots, in a 
:misguided attempt to a::nihilate certain nil:tta.ry leaders. 

In January and again in Jmie 1966 the ::ational Asser.:bly 
• ounted separate interpellations of -~r>' ;;cNernment, the second 
series continuing into September. ':ho _r sponsor introduced a 
motion of censure .:::1,go.inst the goverrment at the end of August, 
and the Assembly rejected the governEent's budget Septe~ber 16. 
Prime Minister Scuvanna Phou:r::a then o.skec' the King to dissolve 
the .Assewbly. J:..fter consul ti-nG his Council, the King so orde­
red as of October 7. Elections for the Sixth Legislature were 
scheduled for January 1, 1967. One hundred and forty-two can­
didates ended up corr.peting for the Assembly's 59 seats. ·The 
new Asse11:bly, elected unc:er nc-rmnl constitutional provisions 
rather thar.; the special o::1es that brought the Fifth Legislature 
into being, has a full five-year r.:mndate. ·rhe Sixth Legislature: 
held its first session January 30, 1967. 


