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A bout 400 or more Laotians 

and their families were abuzz 
with excitement as they greeted 
the Lao Royal Family to a grand 
reception for Oregon and Wash 
ington Laotian Americans Fri­
day night. 

His Royal Highness 
Prince Sauryavong Savang the 
youngest living son of his Royal 
Highness of late King Sri 
Savangvathana of Laos, HRH 
the late Queen Khamphoui and 
Brother of the late Crown Prince 
Dauphin HRH Vong Savang 
entered the room. 
accompanying him was the 
Prince who may one day rule 
over a new Kingdom of Laos, 
H.R.H. The Dauphin Prince 
Sourivong Savang. 

Although both Princes 
today are living history, the fate 
of Laos has. yet to b~ seen 
before the young heir can as­
sume the Royal Lao Throne. 

The former King, 
Queen and Dauphin Prince are 
widely believed to be dead, but 

in fact their fate is not known as 
Pathet Lao last took them to an 
undisclosed location outside of 
the Royal Capitol of Luangphaba 
ngin 1975. Witnessesinconcent 
ration camps at the time claim to 
have seen the Lao Royal Family 
members executed. 

But despite the concentra 
tion camps and alleged torture, 
the late King never renounced 
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cheers of theircountrymen and 
women were their last remain­
ing offspring who are now liv­
ing in exile in France. 

But their culture did not 
die with their king. For over a 
1,000 years the historic Lao­
tian Lane Xang Kingdom of a 
Million Elephants provided the 
protection, clarity and morality 
of the symbolic White Parasol 
to the Laotian people. 

-··••l!lf!!tlllit••s1•1••1n1•111 
··••1•1••••11••·••11•1~1••·•-ti 1111111r•111;~ 
It may yet do so again. 

As the Princes entered 
they held their folded hands in 
the traditional attitude of prayer 
which is the hallmark of their 
sect of Buddhism. Around them 
were women in every conceiv­
able form of traditional Lao, 
Mien, Hmong, and Tai dress. 

An earlier diplomatic 
reception was held by Metro 
Executive officers Mike Burton 
honorary chair of the visit's 
organizing committee. other 
key organizers were Hongsa 
Chanthavong, Donald Yongch 
and Vanlang Khamsouk, The 
visit is the culmination of a long 
time effort by the Lao, Hmong 
Mien and Tai communities in 
Oregon and Washington. 

Traditional costumes 
providecolorful spectacle 

The Grand Reception was 
most interesting because of the 
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colorful spectacle between the 
costumes of the ladies and the 
Princes in their dashing uniforms 
as well as the fine cuisine, tradi­
tional entertainment and dancing. 
HRH Prince SauryavongSavang 
recalled the difficult time his coun­
trymen are having in refugee 
camps around the world. 

He said many Laotians 
had come to the Royal Family 
requesting it to help reunite them 
and to develop a plan to promote 
peace in Laos. 

"During my trip to Oregon 
and Washington, I saw that the 
Laotians here are still very sincere 
toward the Royal Family, and I 
want to congratulate each and 
every one of you and also want 
to express my sincere thanks to 
all of you, "HRH Prince Savang 
said in Laos. 

"I'm so glad that all the Lao 
tian ethnic groups are caring for 
each other and have come to­
gether to welcome us. I wish every 
one of you good health, long life 
and prosperity," 

The Prince said he was 
deeply concerned for freedom and 
democracy in his country, which 
is rich in natural resources, but 
one of the poorest in the world. 
"I urged the current Laotians gov 
ernment and all Laotians to pay 
attention to the interests of the 
general population of the country 
we want freedom and democracy 
Unity is the key to success in a 
democratic country. The Lao 
Royal Family was asked to en­
force unity and it accepted. " 

The plan is to bring all 
Laotians abroad together by cre­
ating Non Govenmental Organi­
zation, NGO's to take part in the 
effort, "All Laotians living abroad 
must be ready to participate in 
national unity and reconcilliation 

HRH Prince Savang said. 
Younger Prince also speaks 
HRH The Dauphin Prince 
eachoed his father's 
sentiments. "I know that every 
body would like to take an op­
portunity to go back to develop 
Laos' education system, eco­
nomic development and gen­
eral welfare. 

He urged all Laotians to come 
together and stand side by side 
to build a new foundation for 
the country. 

Another interesting 
sideline was provided by the 
Prince's American host, Metro 
Executive officer Mike Burton, 
a former Air Force Public Rela­
tions office stationed in all place · 
a secret commando Base in 
Laos, but officially listed as in 
Northen Thailand during the war 

He once called HRH 
The Prince Dauphin Sourivong 
Savang a pilot in one of 
the briefings, apparently con­
fusing him with the then Prince 
Dauphin, who was a paratroop 
erin the Royal Laotian Air Force. 

"If I'd really though about 
it I'd have realized he'd have 
been only three or four at the 
time," Mr. Burton joked. He was 
pleased to meet someone again 
30 years later and over 1,000 
miles away with whom he'd 
shared the experience. 
Time Magazine reporter 
asks wrong question 

Another amusing war 
story had to do with acting >> 



as a press officers for secret base. 
After entering the Ready room, the 
officer in charge asked him" Aren't you 
the press officer for this base?" 

"Yes,"hereplied. "There was 
a reporterforTime Magazine on base, 
which was secret at the time. The 
officer told me I was supposed to take 
him out on the flight line and show him 
only the Rescue Helicopters, not the 
other combat operations," 

The helicopters were camo 
us flaged in green and gray. The prob­
lem was that the black one which took 
off in front of the reporter wasn't. 

The reporter asked why. Bur 
ton conveniently made up the story 
that it was in mouning for a fallen ship. 
The reporter quoted him, Time wrote 
it, Washington called and Mr. Burton 
was caught. At least national security 
was safe. 
LAOTIANS PEACEFUL PEOPLE 
CAUGHT UP IN WAR 

On a more somber note, Mr. 
Burton called Laotians a basically 
peaceful people who didn't officially 
exist during the Vietnam war even 
though they provided some of its brav 
est soldiers. 

He saw it as a land of elep 
hants, straight hills, deep valleys, and 
very thicks trees-a very beautiful coun­
try." Laos is a land of gentle people 
who really didn't want to get into any 
body's war, but didn't want to take sid­
es." 

He lamented the fact that 
Americans took Coca Cola, Raquuel 
Welsh and America with them to the 
war, then could go back. Laotians coul 
d not because they were forced to free 

"In Laos I could always find 
somebody who spoke English. 
Who in America could speak Hmong? 
LAOTIANS IN OREGON AND WASH­
INGTON TODAY 

Mr. Burton also praised the 
success of Laotian refugees coming 
from a land of rice paddies and water 
buffalo to the concrete jungle and aut 
omobiles-many without funds. "They 
had to find their own way and they 
have done well:" · · 

About 17,000 Laotians reside 
in Oregon and Washington. Of these, 
85 to 90 percent are not using public 
assistance and are self sufficient-direc 
tly countering the stereotype, he said. 
About 75 percent own their own homes 
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and 30 percent of those paid for them 
in cash-something American can not 
often do, Mr. Burton said to loud app 
la use. Also 85 percent graduate from 
high school and in general have high 
SAT scores because parents help -
with homework. 

He was presented with an 
example of the famous Laotian weav­
ing, which he interpreted as a sign of 
deversity and encouraged Laotians 
not to forget their heritage. A Bud­
dhist ceremony held Sunday in mem 
ory of the former King and the late 
members of the family will ensure that 
they do not. 

them were special Advisor Tiao. 
Bouavong Kattygnarath and Priskit 
Sunthone. Here fellows the tran­
script, translated from Lao and 
French by Mr. Donald Yongchu 
during this first ever interview with 
the Princes of the more than 1,000 
year old Kingdom of a Million Eleph 
ants. 

Asian Reporter: • Your Royal Highness, 

your itinerary mentions something you call 
"the national reconciliation of Laos•, could 
you elaborate on that ?" 

HRH Prince Sauryavong Savang:• Since 

the fall of the Royal Government in 1975, 
many Laotians have been refugees and 
are scattered around the world including 
the Royal Lao Family. 

The Royal Lao Family is 
continuing to pursue democracy. 
"The situation in Laos is very concerning 
not just to the Royal Lao Family itself but 
to the refugees as well as the Laotian 
people as a whole. 

"The advocacy for peace and 
democracy in Laos is not just a vision for 
the Royal family but is in response to the 
request of Laotians around the world and 
the response to the request of Laotian refu 
gees around the world even through the 
Royal Laotian family and the world includ-- • ,-11 ~§~~~;,::;;:; 

Editor's note: It has been more than 
20 years after the fall of Laos in 1975. 
His Royal Highness Sauryavong 
Savang, the youngest son of the form 
er King, fled to France with his family 
after the war. In this exclusive inter­
view with The Asian Reporter, HRH 
Prince Sauryavong Savang acted at 
times as the spokesperson as he is 
the head of the Royal Lao White 
Parasol Family. Also in attendance 
was Prince Souriyavong Savang, who 
bears the title Dauphin Crown Prince. 
Joan of Arc once greeted the future 
French King who then had the same 
title. Both were so relaxed and calm 
that at times we forgot we were speak­
ing to Royal Princes. 

We were ushered into the 
Royal Apartments at the Hilton Hotel, 
where the two Princes waited magn 
ificently attired in back Uniforms with 
gold braid buttons.accompanying 

impressions? 
HRH: Saucyavong Savang: 
The visits were at the invitation of the Lao 
tian communities in Oregon and Washing­
ton state. As in the past, Laotians are doing 
well in terms of jobs, business and edcation. 
They have become self sufficient in soci­
ety. We are proud of seeing that kind of si 
tuation. 
"The most pleasing is that the Royal family 
has been received by the Governor of 
Oregon, Metro Executive officers Mike Bur­
ton and mayor Vera Katz. We received a 
warm welcome because of the effect of 
Laotian refugees who have established 
good relationships with the state and cities 
This is why the government officials wel• 
corned us so well." 
HRH: Prince DauphinSourivong Savang: 
"In the past three days visit I have met 
many young people and students in Univer 
sities, which is something I am most proud 
of: the success of the education of Lao 
students, the fact they are getting good 
jobs and so on." 
HRH: Prince Sauryavong Savang: 
"However, His Royal Highness the Prince 
Dauphin is here to promote and strengthen 
the solidarity of Laotian refugees, to pre­
serve Laotian parents culture, tradition >> 



and the heritage of the Laotian people 
including the younger Laotians who came 
here and those who were bom here.• 

AR: to the Prince Dauphin: 
"I understand you are a student yourself 
and that you speak French. What do you 
study and where?" 

HRH: The Prince Dauphin: 
"I am studying at clermont Ferrand Univer 
sity, where I am in my third year in Law 
and Public Administration. I am working 
on my License (Degree) in Droit (Law). • 
The program is a six year Program and the 
town is in the Massif Centrals region of 
France. It is called by the same name: 
Clermont Ferand. 
AR: "What do yo like to do for fun?" 
HRH: The Prince Dauphin 
"I like to play music and go fishing• 
AR: "What do you like to fish for?" 
HRH: The Prince Dauphin: 
"Carp,• 
AR: "You fish for carp in the Seine?" 
HRH and others: "No, there are many 
lakes in the area.• 
AR: "The term Dauphin would imply that 
you one day plan to succeed to the Royal 
Lao Throne? 
Do you have aspirations in that regard ?" 
HRH Prince Sauryavong Savang: 
"The Dauphin Prince is the Prince who 
succeeded the Thome under the Constitu 
tional Momarchy of the Royal Lao Family.• 
AR: "What is the significance of the Royal 
White Parasol in your family name?" 
HRH Prince Sauryavong Savang 
(in French) Its signifies the protection of 
the momachy for the people and the de­
fense of the momachy by the people.· 
AR: "The West has an idea of Royalty 
through the media mostly centered on the 
English Royalty, Charles, Diana and so 
forth. However, Eastern Royalty is very 
different.(To the Dauphin) How are you 
like Prince Charles or how are you differ­
ent?" 
HRH Prince Sauryavong Savang answer 
in French: 
"Each monarchy is different,it's not com pa 
rable. Even the Lao White Parasol monar 
chy is unique in its own way. It's not comp 
arable to others. Laos is a small country.• 
(About the size of Oregon.) 
AR: "Do you wish for the Dauphin to 
reclaim the throne?" 
HRH Prince Sauryavong Savang: 
"Of course, yes. The importance of return­
ing to the throne as King is not just tradition 
for his Royal Highness (The Dauphin) 

himself and the Royal White Parasol fam­
ily, but for Laotian people as a whole. The 
Royal Family has provided leadership, 
helped protect democracy and freedom of 
choice over the past few years as have 
the Lao people. 
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--What A SEAN ministers hear tomorrow will be 
unsensational, but it could help in the transfor 
mation of the region. September 13, 1996 

Joining ASEAN is often ;een as a political . 
But new members now find the economic 
challenge more daunting. 

was allowed a three -year postponement, 
1996 to 2006. 

One of the proposed timetables for Laos 
and Cambodia is 1998 to 2008,again start 
ing immediately after the two new member 
join ASEAN in July, 1997. 

A source said both countries could be ask 
ed to demonstrate their ability to enter the 
AFTA program-for example, submitting 
schedules for tariff cuts-before a decision 
is taken on the grace period given to these 
two countries. 

Ministers from the latest cand'.dates'. Laos a~ ObseNers say tariff reductions are actually 

" · a minor issue for Laos 

Cambodia, are to meet their economic counter 
parts from ASEAN in jakarta tomorrow. They 
will eventually integrate in to ASEAN's econo 
mic cooperation schemes, but it remains to be 
seen how fast they want to make the adjust 
ments, and whether A SEAN can accept their 
proposed pace. 

Laos and Cambodia are due to join A SEAN 
next year, two years after Vietnam tomorrow 
Cambodian Commerce Minister Chan Prasith 
and Laotian Trade Minister Sompradith Vora 
sane are expected to say when their countries 
will be ready to implement the ASEAN Free 
Trade Area (AFTA) scheme. 

"We will listen to them to hear how they want 
us to help, rather than telling them what they 
have to do,• said a senior ASEAN official. 

ASEAN Secretary-Genera/ Ajit Singh said 
that Laos and Cambodia are likelyto be grant-

. ed similar conditions to Vietnam for their entry 
intoAFTA. 

The main timetable for reducing import duties 
to 0-5 percent under ASEAN free trade is 1o 
years from January 1, 1993 to January 1,2003. 
Vietnam, which joined ASEAN in July 1995, 

and Cambodia, like 
Vietnam. Most im­
ported products are 
already charged be­
low the 20 percent 
starting point for the 
AFT programme. 

The real problem is 
all the other non-tariff 
obstacles existing in 
these countries. They 

· form more serious 
· obstacles to trade lib 
erlization in the region, 
say obseNers. 

.·-.·~;l ~f "What is important is 
· the rules and regulat 

ions, as well as agree 
ments, that need tran 
sparency, • said Krirt 
Krai Jirapact, Director 

General of the Commerce Ministry's Bu sine 
ss Economic Development. 

Laos, like Vietnam, has certain invisible 
non-tariff barriers. Domestic production is 
sometimes protected by empowering state 
agencies to influence decisions on when 
competing imports will be allowed. This 
leads to lengthy procedures, wasting time 
and money. 

Any liberalising schemes will eventually 
require changes to the law and ultimately 
challenge people controlling Laos's centra 
lised power, note an abseNer. 

Unlike Laos, Cambodia seems to be more 
liberal in terms of rules and regulations. 
Yet foreign investors still complain they 
have to pay brides in order to do business 
in the country. 

An ASEAN official involved in the prepara 
tion for receiving Laos and Cambodia says 
the basic problem of these two countries 
is the economic structures which are "too 
simple". 

For example, there are no standard >> 
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procedures for customs valuation and clea 
ranee in Laos and Cambodia, and technic 
al problems of that nature need to be tack 
led, he said. 

However, joining ASEAN will greatly bene 
fit them by helping them to build up more 
complex economies emulating A SEAN 
members' development, the official added. 

Laos's fiercely independent attitude could 
also make integration difficult, noted 
ASEAN officials. Laos, always vulnerable 
to its more powerful neighbours, makes it 
known it wants to be free from outside inf 
luence and intervention. 

Some observers consider this week's prob 
/em with Vietnam to be a sign of what might 
happen with Laos and Cambodia. 

ASEAN economic ministers, now holding 
their annual meeting in jakarta, had wanted 
to sign an important agreement on how to 
settle economic and trade disputes. 

Vietnamese officials said aerlier this week 
that they have not been given a mandate 
from their government, but an ASEAN offi 
cial expressed concern that deep down the 
Vietnamese government might be reluc­
tant to be bound by rules. Hanoi's request 
for more time to study the doccument could 
be a delaying tactic, the official said. 

However, on the plus side, Mr. Krirt-Krai 
praised Vietnam for granting Most­
Favoured-Nation status to ASEAN mem­
bers. This means that ASEAN countries 
already automatically receive the most fav 
ourable trading terms that Vietnam grants 
to anyone else, seen as a willingness to 
use rules and fomulas instead of arbitrary 
decisions. 

From the points of view of Laos and Camba 
dia, their biggest concerns are how to pre 
pare their officials to keep up with ASEAN's 
busy schedule of activities. This includes 
speaking English, knowing how ASEAN 
works, and attending up to 200 A SEAN 
meetings a year, said an official who was in 
the ASEAN working group which visited 
the two countn·es few months ago. 

Nevertheless, having Laos and Cambodia 
in the group is beneficial for both sides. 
The AFTA Council- a ministerial body that 
administers AFT A's implementation-noted 
when it met on Wednesday that by joining, 
the . new members would increase their 
trade and investment ties with ASEAN and 
expandtheASEAN market, making it more 
attractive to foreign investment. 

The newcomers are likely to gain from 
more direct investment, accelerating their 
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economic transformation into a more industrial 
stage. ASEAN members running out of some 
natural resources could also gain from the 
ample reserves of the new members. All this 
in addition to the fact that each side directly 
offers the others expanded markets. 

At the same time, ASEAN is a good training 
ground for Laos and Cambodia to join larger 
groups, including adopting the rules and 
regulations of international bodies such as the 
World Trade Organization, noted observers. 

Efforts to make the adjustments easier are 
already underway. Intensive training on A SEAN 
matters as well as English langauge and diplo­
macy and international relations have been 
provided for Lao and Cambodian officials from 
time to time, both by the ASEAN Secretarial 
and individual ASEAN members states. 

Tomorrow's talks might not make dramatic 
headlines, but they are an important if quiet 
step towards transforming the region. 

i~~ 
Hanoi- The death of a top French executive 

in an ambush in northern Laos has put the 
spotlight on the dangers of travelling in the 
country that is just starting to open up to the 
rest of the world. 
Laotians and foreigners were shaken by the 
killing on Wednesday of Claude Vincent, 56, 
a long- time French resident known through 
out the country. 

The founder and director of Sodetour, the 
largest tourism agency in the country, was 
killed when his minibus carrying Laotian em 
ployees was ambushed on the road from 
Vientiane to the northern city of Luang Pra 
bang, a major tourist site, French officials said 

Five of the seven people on board were 
killed by 20 assailants armed with riffles. 
A sixth is in critical condition and the seventh 
was shielded from the gunfire by a seat. 

The attack occurred 30 kilometers north of 
Kasi, an area populated by the minority Hmong 
tribe, which has long opposed the Marxist­
Leninist Laotian regime. 

Banditry is also being considered as a mo­
tive for the attack as the minibus was looted 
in the exact spot where last November two 
French tourists were woulded. 

According to sources, the minibus was to 
have tagged along with a military convoy from 
Kasi, but for some reason the convoy left with 
out it. 
Attacks on the road to Luang Prabang are 
common, though never officially confirmed. 
Nevertheless, one Western observer said 
that with ~he death of Vicent, "the government 
can no longer keep quit" 
Sodetour organizes tours to hotels across 
Laos, a country that is gradually opening its 
doors to foreign tourists, and the minibus 

was taking the team to Luang Prabang ahead 
of the boat festival. 

"It was really unlucky He well knew 
the risks and would warn people to avoid the 
road to Luang Prabang, • said one French 
resident of Vientiane. 

Vincent had made Laos his home since 
the 1970s and had married a member of the 
Lao Royal Family. 

"The news shocked everyone. He 
was one of the most well known foreigners 
in Laos,• said another French national in the 
Vientiane. 

Vincent had extensive connections 
with Laotian leaders and access that appar­
ently extended to the highest levels of govenm 
ent, one Laotian sources said that he had 
had • a de facto monopoly on transport for 
a long time after the (1975) revolution when 
the country was closed to the outside world" 

"It's because of him that French investors 
were able to get a foothold in Laos,• said 
one French resident. 

Vincent, the son of teachers, and was origi 
nally from Le Havre in northern France. 

i=;:::;i~~~~~:l:~iii 
Washington (AP)<> The Pentagon has notified 
Congrass that Taiwan plans to buy $420 million 
worth of American weapons, including 1,299 Stinger 
missiles, to upgrade its air defense capability. 

The sale will not undermine the military 
balance in the region and there willbe no adverse 
impact on US military readiness, the Pentagon as­
serted in a statement. 

Notifying Congrass of Taipei's request 
is a routine part of the sale, which was approved 
in 1993. A Pentagon spokesman, speaking on codi 
tion of anonimily, said Saturday that Taiwan has 
not yet taken delivery of the weapons. 

In addition to 1,299 vehicJemounted 
Stinger missiles, the system Taiwan requested in 
eludes 74 standard vehicle mounted guided mis­
siles launchers, 96 High Mobility Mu/ti-Purpose 
wheeled Vehicles, 7 4 captive ffight trainer Stinger 
missiles-simulators to teach people how to use the 
real missile and 500 rounds of 50 caliber ammuni­
tion. 

"Taiwan .. will have no difflcultty absom­
ing this weapon system into its armed forces, • the 
Pentagon statement said. Implementation will not 
require the assignment of any additional US govern 
ment personnel or contractor reprasentatives• in 
Taiwan. 

It said the principle contractors are the 
Hughes Missile Systems Co. of Tuscon, Ariz, Boeng 
Missile and Space Systems Co. of Huntsville, Ala, 
and AM Genera/ of Mishawaka.Ind. 
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Global pressure urged for refugee 
reparation bid by: Doungkamonh 
Thai envoy calls for a 'durable solution' 

Thailand has called for international backing of 
efforts by the United Nations' High Commissioner 
for refugees to repatrate refugees here and pre­
vent a recurrence of the problem. 

Ambassador to the United Nations Asdalayanama 
made the call on Monday in a statement to the 
UNHCR in New York. 

"A durable solution to the problem must be com 
prehensive and based on the spirir of interna­
tional burden-sharing without undue burden on 
any party in panicular," he said. 

He backed the organization's steps to prevent a 
recurrence of refugee problems, including the 
establishment of an early warning system that 
monitprs and reports events likely to cause of 
people to flee their country. 

Thailand is home to about 5,000 refugees from 
Laos and some 600 Viet11amese. It plans to send 
all the Laotians home by March and the Vietnam­
ese by the end of this year. 

The repatration of the Laotians is undertaken by 
the Comprehensive Plan of Action which includes 
help for their resettlement. 

Mr. Asda criticised those who have given refugees 
and asylum-seekers false expectation of re sett/em 
ent in third countries. This delayed efforts to send 
them home. 
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'The CPA can be a mode/for a long-term solu­
tion of the refugee problem only if all parties 
concerned adhere strictly to their obligations 
and rules of the CPA without making expecta­
tions," 

Last year, Thailand's attempt to send refugees 
home was delayed by rumors that more people 
from Indochina would be allowed to settle in the 
United States. November 7, 1996 BKK Post. 

i HUMAN IMMUNODEFICIENCY 
. VIRUS INFECTION AND AIDS 

by Xoua Thao, MD, MPH• 
Dr. Xoua Thao is a board-ctri/itd/amilits physician, 
educated a, Brown University Mtdical School and 
Harvard School of Public Htalth, and currtntly practice! in 
Providlncr, RI. His patients in elude ptop/t from /JJos. 

The Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) was discov­
ered only in the early BO's. Since then, this disease has 
been found worldwide-from the United States, South 
America,Africa, Europe, Asia. Now in countries like 
Thailand and Africa, the outbreaks of HIV infection and 
AIDS have reached epidemic proportion. 

Medical literature have quoted that there 
are currently over 1 million individuals infected with the 
human immunodeficiency virus (HN) in the United States 
estimates are that there are anywhere from 40,000 to 
80,000 new infecttions occurring in the US each year. 
Globally, there are an estimated 10 million people 
already infected with HIV, a number projected to grow 
to at least 40 million and possibly higher by the end of 
the century. 

AIDS is a costly disease, both in tenns of 

human lives and financial expendature, Because of the 
long duration of the disease process, a person infected 
with HIV may suffer physically and mentally for years 
before death. Thus, the challenge remains(1) how to 
identify and educate those at risk of HIV infection, (2) 
how to prevent new infections from occurring, and (3) 
how to care for those who already have HIV disease. 

•1111,11;1: 
AIDSisadiseasethathasbeenknownintheworldonly 
recently. It is a blood-borne disease that can make a 
person very sick. The germ causing AIDS is called HIV. 

, wiir:iiltl!?> 
HN is a ve,y S1111'1il g;;;,; u;;(g;~s people the 
disease known as AIDS. It can not be seen with 
the naked eyes but only through a microscope. 
When this germ has entered the body, it destroys 
the person's blood. That person, then, becomes 
sick. A person who has HIV can give it to another 
person. I 

····•·••SOlllllilllr-ililltV?•·•· 
A person catches J!!t from an infected person. Wilen two 

people have sexual inten:ourse, the one with Jjt{ can give 
it to the other person. Some people get !!!Jt from a blood 
transfusion. meny babies get HN from their mothers while 
they an, stiU in the womb. - -

When the HN enters into a person's 
blood, the person does not get sick right away. 
The person may feel well as usual and is usually 
asymtomatic. It may be a short time or even many 
years before a person gets slclc. When the person 
starts showing many physical signs and symtoms 
of HIV infection, then that person may be known 
as having AIDS. 

··••1Asi.ll;f)lllilllll~w1vm ... 
··.••:•:;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::;::::::::•:-:-•.····················<·.·.·.·.•.•.•.•.•.·.·.·.·.•.·-·-·-•-·.· ..... •.•.·-·-·-·,·.·.·.•.•.•,•,•.·.•.·.•.•.·.· •• ·.·.•,• 

The HIV destroys the blood within the 
body.making the person unable to fight infections. 
Then, the person gets sick frequently. 

When the HIV infection gets severse, it 
can cause disease to meny other parts of the body. 
Those problems may include oral thrush, body rash, 
lung disease, diarrhea, brain infection, heart dis­
ease, kidney disease, arthritis, swollen glands, 
mental problem, or being pale . 

Often, the person also has fever, night 
sweats, poor appetite, weight loss, persistent cough, 
malaise, forgetfulness, swollen legs and feet, short­
ness of breath, yellow skin and eyeballs, and lack 
of energy. 

· lfllzllilt.11111lms11~ 
When a person has HIV, a blood test 

will help to diagnose it. Even though the person feels 
well, that person may have caught the germ and 

may not have known about it. 
Therefore, it is important to see a doctor for help. 

A woman who has 1JJY may pass it 
to her baby In the womb. If a woman wants to know, 
she should see a doctor. The doctor will check her 
out for any diseases including !!ft. 

When a person becomes sick because 
of the HIV infection, that person must see a doctor. 
If the sickness is seNere, that person may need to 
be in the hospital. The doctors need to treat and 
take care of that person. There are medicines to 
help fight the infection. However, there is no cure 
for HIV at the present time. The medicines will keep 
a person alive as long as possible. 

Topreventgetting HN, a person must 
oot have sexual intercourse with someone infected 
with the virus. The infected person also needs to 
avoid having sex with other people. Both men and 
women who are infected must make sure that they 
are not spreading the HN to others who are with 
out the disease. 

A person should not share needle with 
another person who has HIV to avoid getting HN 
infection. If the needle is contaminated with HIV, the 
person using it can get the virus into the body. 

If a pregnant woman is infected with 
HN, she must know that her baby is also at risk 
of getting the virus. 
Thus, her baby will need to be examined, tested, 
and followed up after birth. 

Z,.. ::to- 7~ a a- ~t ,.:!a.otia,t~ffl(Ut,(J 

~ - g,~_,., ~di/ 
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Presidential Election 
11 /5/96 by K. Phongsavan 
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H. R:H. Pririd~ss . Phra.t:5h$P of ::::1;;~:~:;;j::: ::~::::~~:;,::;:::::::::~;i~;:/~~~. 
Tha:ilan.i:1 visi ti~ iaa PDR > :e:;e:nt~:/;:,::e:r::1e breeding and agricultural production among 

;······ ....... ..................... ······i 
, Arnone Vongkeo ! 
! Report from Vientiane\ 

·----✓ - Jlj . . .. :.,,,c ··· ·AfA·• 

A The Princess also visited the Orphanage at Km 67 north of 
rincess Phrathep Rattana Vientiane mulnicipality, where she officially opened a newly-built kitchen 

Souda of Thailand worth 600,000bath, and releasedfishfingerlings into a pond. Other activities 
arrived in Vientiane with her of the orphanage funded by the Thai Princess included construction of four 

,.,,, entourage on January 21 for 
a four-day visit to the Lao PDR. small weirs on Houai Mark Fai river for use in fish breeding, and expension 
The Princess was greeted at of areas for vegetable plantation. Princess Phrathep then proceeded to visit 
Wattay Airport by Minister Oudom:my and Luang Namtha Provinces, before retuning to Thailand. 
of Foreign Affairs Somsavath Addition to this report on January 14 Thailand has handed over a new pass-
Lengsavath. his wife, and other enger terminal and control tower at the Luang Phabang Airport. The Minis 
senior officials of the Lao govern- ter of foreign Affairs of Thailand, His Excellency Prachuab Chaiyasan, pre-
ment. sented the work, valued at 49.31 million bath, to the Minister of Foreign 

During her stay in Affairs of Lao PDR. Somsavath Lengsavath. After the handed over ceremony 
Vientiane, Princess paid a the Thai Foreign Affairs presented one million bath in cash to the Lao For 
courtesy visit to President eign Affairs Minister for the relief of flood victims in central and southern 
Nouhak Phoumsavan. She Laos. He also presented J 10,000 baht to the governor of Luang Phabang 

Province for the Fifth National Games to be hosted by Luang Phabang in 
the month of February 1997. Mr. Prachuab and his official delegation on 
an official visit at the invitation of his Lao counterpart, SomsavathLengsavath 
also during their three day visit delegation were received by President 
Nouhak Phoumsavan and held talks with his Lao counterpart. 



Minister of foreign Affairs Somsavath Lengsavath 
has sent to the new United Nations Secretary Gen­
eral, Excellency Kofi Annan, a message of congratu 
lations which reads as follows; 

"Your nomination to this responsible post 
which we in Laos welcome very much, is a tribute 
to your great continent, Africa. Aware as we are of 
your rich diplomatic experiences and skills, I am 
please confident that you will successfelly guide our 
organization in the pursuit of its noble ideals, as 
enshrined in the United Nations Charter. 

Taking this auspicious opportunity, I would 
like to express to you the sincere thanks of the Lao 
Government and the people for the importance ass is 
tance provided to us by the United Nation system 
and also to express the firm belief that the strong 
relationship existinf!. between the United Nation 
and the Lao People s Democratic Republic will be 
developed and further strengthened, in the interests 
of world peace, international security and coopera­
tion." 

ExcellencyAnan. who succeeded Mr. Boutros 
Boutros Ghali as head of the international body on 
December 17, 1996, is the seventh Secretary Gen-

·~·l;§:J 
Deputy Prime Minister Khamphoui Keoboualapha 
recently told a visiting United Nation envoy that the 
Committee for foreign Investment Management and 
Cooperation has finished putting together a socio­
economic strategy leading up to the year 2000, and 
Laos is now seeking United Nations support. 

Mr. Boualapha informed the United Nation 
assistant Administration and Regional Director for 
Asia and Pacific, Mr. Nay Htan, that human re­
source development and rural development are the 
main areas which require support. Mr. Boualapha 
also provided details about how cooperation projects 
run by the United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP) and the Lao Government, from 1992-96, 
have satisfied the criteria of both sides. 
Most importantly, these cooperation programmes 
were said to have met the needs of Laos. 

After hearing Mr. Bualapha's assesment, 
Mr. Nay Htun expressed his support for the new str 
ategy, which will continue these development 
programmes up to the end of the century. 
Mr. Nay Htun also met the deputy Prime l'tfinister 
when he attended a UNDP conference for deputy 
resident representatives to Asia and Pacific in 
Vientiane, in late January 1997. 

Mr. Nay Htun, the United Nation envoy, 
also met Minister of Foreign Affairs Somsavath 
Lengsavath. The two men discussed new UNDP 
p_r_ogrammes to support development efforts in Laos 
They also talked about the preparation for the sixth 
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rountable meeting on development in Laos, which is 
scheduled to be held on June 1997 in Geneva. 

~ ~ 
Mrs. Nguyen Thi Binh, the Vice President of Vietnam, 
arrived in Vientiane on January 23, on an official visit 
at the invitation of her Lao counterpart, Vice President 
Sisavath Keobounphanh. The objective of the visit is to 
further strenthen the traditional relations of friendship 
between the two brothercountries, special solidarity and 
all-round cooperation, however, the visit is also design­
ed to give Vietnam an idea of just how Laos is upgrad­
ing its economy in the lead up to the 21st century, and 
the upgrade in Laos-Vietnamese cooperation that will 
be required to suit this changing situation in Laos. 

The Vice President of Vietnam and her delaga 
tion met the Vice President of the Lao PDR and his dele 
gation on January 23. During the meeting. the two sides 
exchanged information on development in their respect 
ive countries. 

During her six-day visit, Mrs. Nguyen Thi Binh 
called on President Nouhak Phoumsavan, Party Presi 
dent and Prime Minister Khamtay Siphandone, and 
toured Champasak and Vientiane Provinces. Vice Pre­
sident Binh and her delegation also visited the Lao­
Vietnamese cooperation and aid projects in the two Pro 
vinces. 

llllal 
On January 20, 1997. a German delegation of six mem 
bers, headed by Minister for Economic Cooperation and 
Development Carl-Dieter Spranger, made a two day 
visit to Lao PDR at the invitation of the Chairman of the 
State Committee for Planning and Cooperation. 
Mr. Bouthong Vonglokham. 

The delegation which included high official, 
Journalists, special quests from National Assembly, and 
police met with the directors of the Lao-German Coop­
erative projects and examined their progress. They went 
on to visit the Lao-German Technical School in Vientiane 
which was established in 1964 with German financial 
assistance and experts to help Lao students to develop 
their skills in technical field. Germany is a big > > 



supporter of human resource development in Laos. Every 
year, the german government grants JO sholarships to Lao 
students for a one-year study period in Germany. 

Relations between Laos and Germany are expend­
ing. The German government has had an embassy in Laos 
since 1958 and have assisted many projects over the years. 
Assistance is focused in specific fields like rural development 
environmental protection, human resource development and 
drug control with projects in the northernprovincesof Luang 
Namthaand1Jokeo. in 1995-96, the German government as­
sisted 17 projects worth about DM 20 million in Laos, and 
there are currently 11 projects underway. Last year, it also 
donated 5000 tons of rice for flood aid. 

Assistance comes in two forms: technical and finan­
cial. There are now six financially assisted projects which 
Germany supports. These are: road upgrading projects in 
Houaphan province, worthDM 15 million; rural communica­
tion project worth 14 million; a rural credit service project 
worth DM 6 million;extension project for Forestry college 
worthDM 5 million; informal education development project 
worth DM 5 million; and Luang Prabang Water Supply Pro­
ject (phase two) worth DM Bmillion. 

On January 21, the visiting Minister of Germany, 
Mr. Carl-Dieter Spranger, and the Chairman of the State 
Planning Committee, Mr. Bouathong Vonglokham, signed 
an agreement to provide DM JO million in aid to Laos. 
The money will be used in the construction of a power line 
from China to Luang Namtha province. With the aid, a power 
station will also be built. The electricity facility will boost 
industrial development in the province. 

During their stay in Lao PDR, the German Minister 
and his delegation team were received by Mr.Nouhak 
Phoumsavan, President of Lao PDR, Prime Minister Khamtay 
Siphandone, Somsavath Lengsavath Minister of Foreign 
Affairs addition to that the delegation also met with other 
Lao officials concerned visited cultural sites in Vientiane and 
Luang Prabang Cities. 

US AMBASSADOR VISITED PROJECT OPERATION 
IN HOUAPHAN PROVINCE 

\11x11m 8111w11w11x Report from Ho11c1plw11 

US Ambassador to Laos Wendy Chamberlin visited US­
Assisted projects in Houaphan and Xiengkhouang on Janu­
ary 9, 1997. She led a US technical-team which inspected 
road construction projects and two hydropower station be­
ing built on the Nam Aed and Nam Peun rivers. During the 
trip, the US Ambassador also handed over an operation table 
for a hospital in Xiengkhouang. . . . 

The main purpose of the visit, though, was to review 
th ongoing projects which include small irrigation projects, 
schools, hospitals, the national unexploded ordnance clear­
ing programme(UXO I.AO), and others. _Si~ce 1989, the 
United States has also granted US$10 millton to Houaphan 
for its anti-narcotics programme. Between June and August 
last year, the US also helped renovate thefreindship Hospital 
in Xiengkhouang, at a cost of US$1.3 million and US$2. 7 
million to the UXO I.AO programme. Under this arrange­
ment, US staff work with the Brittish Mines Ad~isory Group 
(MAG) in Xiengkhouang and with German team m Houaphan. 

----

NEW COUNTER NARCOTICS VNIT OPENS IN 
SAVANNAKHET 

,,,, ,,111,,,,,, Ph 1J•~••I HJ I , ... ,, ,,,,111 \,11,,11,111~111 f 

A new office for the counter Narcotics Unit was officially 
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opened in Savannakhet on January 28 1997. The opening 
of the provincial unit for drug control and suppression in 
dicates the Government's increasing efforts at keeping 
security and order, by enforcing laws in dealing with drug 
traders. Present at the opening were the Chairman of the 
National Committee/or Drug Control and Suppression, 
Deputy Foreign Minister Souban Sarithirath, US Ambas­
sador to Laos Excellency Wendy Chamberlin, Director of 
Narcotic Affairs Section Albert L.Bryant, and Savannakhet 
Governor lnpong Khaiyavong. 

In his opening speech, Mr. Souban said that in the 
past Savannakhet Province has paid attention to activities 
in drug control and suppression, which resulted in the ar 
rested of 34 drug dealers, including five Thais, and the 
seizure of 370 bars of processed marijuana, weighing 
370kg, 170 kg of marijuana leaves in dried form, and 8.5 
kg of herion. In addition, more than 250,000 tons ofmari 
juana plants were destroyed. The drug trade and traficking 
in the province was encouraged by ill-meaning people 
from abroard who illigally entered the province and pro­
vided local people with funds to grow marijuana. Such as 
the marijuana plantation at Ban Nong Teng in Songkhone 
district which was funded by a Thai from Mahasalakham 
province. 

The opening of the new office was marked by the 
hand-over of two pick-up cars, four motorbikes, long 
distance radios, and office equipment which were pro­
vided by the US government. The Savannakhet office is the 
second to be openedfollowing the opening of the on~ in 
the municipality of Vientiane. According to the committee, 
the third provincial-level office will be opened in Bokeo 
in the first few months of this year. . 

For additional security Lao Today Magazine 
would like to advised that counter narcotics office should 
be opened between border-line Laos/Vietnam/Laos/Thai­
land, Laos/China, Laos/Burma, Laos/Cambodia as well. 
expending rural development such as hea!thcare: ~du~a­
tional economic development as well as Job trammg in­

cluding rural financial support drug treatment orientation 
alcoholism prevention etc. 

Lao Today would like to see the government of 
Lao PDR takes more responsibilities throughout the new 
political and economic reform as soon as possibl~ whic~ 
were provided the Lao people from overseas and m their 
motherland to joint freedom and liberty. 

It is very good positive position that if the Lao 
PDR leaders did break new ground in opening up the 
prospect of Lao National cooperation between the twosides 
oversea and motherland in combating crime and progress 
in reaching a "degree of reconciliation" with 5 different 
political groups, many of them engaged in freedom and 
liberty justice for all of Lao people. 

The 5 poli,ical leaders also decided they needed 
a vision/or the future of their national interested. "We must 
have evasion, we must have a target. We should work 
towards something better we think/or the Lao people in 
the 21st century. 

One leader said I spent all my time emphasizing 
education quality in all level of our nation, but this kind of 
political systems it doesn't work because the lack of finan­
cial as specially the teachers some time almost four month 
they can get pay from the government. Lao Progressive 
Leadership said" We must expending to foreign investors 
and must provide education, welfare, housing and job 
training programme to high school graduated and expend 
college education in overseas such as US and Japan. 

We will support them rather than control them. 



Clwnll'll T/1111111an111g reportfi-,,,11 \'in 11i,111e 

Arianespace has been chosen as the launcher for the 
first Lao Satellite, L-Star 1. The luanch is scheduled 
for late 1997. from the Kourou launching pad in French 
Guyana. 

This announcement was made by the General 
Manager of Arianespace, Mr. Francis Avanzi, during 
his visit to Laos in late December" Arianespace will 
stand at your side to turn your ambitious project into 
an examplary success," said Mr. Avanzi who voiced 
his pleasure at being in Laos as a messenger from 
France and Europe to"afriendly nation with which 
the traditional and historic links are deeply anchored 
in our hearts". 

After the Lao government decided to have its 
own satellite, it signed a joint venture agreement with 
Asia Broacasting & Communications Network on 
November 1, 1995, thus establishing LaoStar Co Ltd in 
which the government hold 20 percent of the shares for 
a period of 30 years. The cost of the program is $500 
million L-Star 1 is manufactured by the American Com­
pany Space System/Loral. Telesat Canada is respon­
sible for ground monitoring from the station which is 
in construction next to the Mekong River in Hatxayfong 
district, 18km south of Vientiane. 

Arianespace is a European venture in which 
53 shareholders and suppliers from 12 countries are 
represented. Arianespace has become the world leader 
in space sectors,, encompassing 60 per cent of the 
Market. Asia has commissioned 20 satelliteJ, of which 
14 will be launched by the European company. The 
company has 46 customers throughout the world and 
has so far launched 167 telecommunication satellites 
of which 125 are already in orbit. L-Star 1 will soon 
join the 150 communications satellites orbiting around 
the grobe. <.:::U~ 
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FRANCE AID IN DEVELOPMENT 
I 

l THE LIVING STANDARDS IN LAOS 

I 

On December 30, 1996, an agreement to fund two prorjects 
was signed between the economic Cooperation and Foreign 
Investment Department and the Caisse Francaise de 
Development( CF). According to the agreement, France will 
provide 27.1 million francs to the project/or development 
of the Bo/oven Plateau, under a five year project, starting 
from 1996. The project is aimed at raising the living standard 
of local people, by increasing the productivity of the coffee, 
beanJruit and animal husbanry industries. 

'VANGVIENG-KASY ROAD OPENING 
Kham Kowup/11111 

Staff 11 ,.,,,,,. report from Va11i:ne11i: 

The Road 13 North runing from Vangvieng district through 
Kasy district, Vientiane province, was opened to the public 
in mid-January 1997. Work on the highway, 63 km long with 
double surface treatment, began in March 1992. The first 
surface is eight metres wide and the second surface six metres 
wide. The total cost of the construction was some $8 million, 
in loans provided by the Asian Development Bank. 

"The new highway would benefit not only the local 
people in Vangvieng and kasy districts but also significantly 
contribute to the expension and improvement of transporta­
tion and economic development in the country, "said the 
Minister of Communication Phao Bounnaphol at the inaugu 
ration ceremony opening of the road. 

Addition to that seven project development in the 
Northern Provinces has had round-table meeting to discuss 
the accelerated development on January 20, 1997. 
This seven project development for 1996-97 was held in 
Oudomxay province. The conference discus-sed several is­
sues, such as the repair of road 01, 23km long, which links 
the border between Boten-Oudomxay-Phoulao in Houaphan 
province, road 2from Oudomxay to Pakbeng, 144km long, 
and several other roads in the northern provinces. 

Participants at the round-table meeiing also talked 
about the construction and repair of irrigation systems, the 
installation of electricity lines from China to Oudomxay, 
Luang Namtha and Phongsaly provinces and rural develop­
ment in the various priority areas in these northern part of 
the Lao provincials. 

1 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE ON 

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY 
1996-1997 

Sm1111ltmi: l,11w1 i-t!f1tl/"l.fm111 Vie11tia11e 

The 1996-1997 annual conference of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry (MAF) was held in Vientiane from January 21-
23, 1997 with the participant of more than 120 Heads of Provincial 
.4.griculture and Forestry Departments, private enterprises and 
other concerned organiwtions. The aim of tlie conference was to 
facilitate an exchange of experience and conclusions that different 

>> 



divisions have gained over the years, in order to provide 
farmers with the sum of their knowledge on foodstuff 
production for self-sufficiency and surplus. According 
to the MAF target, more than 1,818,000 tons of rice will 
be produced in 1997.It is projected that the rainy season 
will produce 1,520.000 tons and the dry season.85,000 
tons. 

The conference highlighted the significance of 
coordination between the central and local levels, the 
state and people and the divisions concerned, in order 
to make steps to improve agriculture and forestry pro 
duction more effectively. The attendants heard a report 
on last year's achievements and an outline of this year's 
implementation plans presented by the Minister of Agr 
iculture and Forestry. They also heard a number of 
report on agro-forestry activities, presented by delega 
tes from across the country, including representatives 
from ministries, state bodies and private sectors. 

It was noted that last year farmers planted 
more than 11,850 ha of trees and managed to bum less 
forest than the year before. in 1995-96, the total rice 
harvest in Lao PDR was 1,413.500 tons, out of an area 
of 53,779 ha of paddy. The rainy season produced 
1,076.000 tons on 363,l 33ha, for an everaged 4 tons 
per ha. In its continual bid to aid farmers feed their 
animals, the Agriculture Promotion Bank also provided 
credit to farmers up to 5. 7 billion kip. 

-

.JAPAN HAND-OVER THE BRIDGES 
1 ON ROUTE 13 SOUTH OF LAOS 

-- ---------
[] \,,.,,/,.,• ,,.,,.,1,, • 

The project for reconstruction of 11 bridges on National 
Route 13 South from Ban Lao to Thakhek was completed on 
month ahead of schedule. It was handed over to the Lao 
government early February 1997 at the Hinboun Bridge, 
Khammouane province. This project, financed by the Japa­
nese government, was constructed by the obayashi Corpora 
tion at a contract value of 1,056,000,000 yen, and was sup­
ervised by CPC and Nippon Koei Consultations for an addi 
tional 76,664,000 yen. In addition, the Lao government paid 
14,920,435 kip for the project's management expenses. 

The bridge construction project on National Route 
13 South between Pakkading and Thakhek was implemented 
under the Ministry of Communication, Transport, Post and 
Construction. 

Supported by the government of Japan, this was the 
second phase of the project to reconstruct bridges on Route 
13. In all, 11 old bridges and 9 box culverts. The combined 
length of two new bridges is 149.6 metres. The crowning 
jewel of the completed phase, the Hinboun Bridge, was con 
structed by a composite of steel girders and concrete deck 
slabs. It is 7m in width, has a bearing capacity of 80 tons,and 
is installed with a new automated lighting systems. The total 
length of the 9box culverts is 130.6 metres. They are paved 
with a double surface treatment, and are constructed with 
aerosion protection embankments. 

The first phase of the project, also supported by the 
Japanese government, was completed in February 1996, and 
included the construction of 15 new bridges at a total cost 
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of about $13 million. The total cost for the reconstruction 
of the 26 bridges from Pakkading to Thakhek was about 
$25 million. . 

In his speech at the Hinboun Bridge inuaguration 
ceremony, Ambassador Hiroomi Sakai of Japan said: "The 
government of Japan may extend its support/or reconstruc­
tion of additional bridges between Thakhek and Pakse. We 
are also undertaking a detailed design study for the cons 
truction of a bridge over the Mekong River, in Pakse. This 
span will be twice the length of the Friendship Bridge bet­
ween Vientiane, Laos and Nongkhai, Thailand." 

~umphe11g PhallOup~ 

U.S. vetoes U.N. resolution 

UNITED NATIONS- In a rare break with its closest allies, 
the United States yesterday vetoed a European-sponsored 
resolution criticizing Israel's plan to build homes for jews 
in Arab east Jerosalem. U.S. Ambassador Bill Richardson 
said that the United States regreted Israel's decision to build 
the 6,500 unit Har Homa housing complex in parts of east 
Jerusalem the Palestians want as a future capital. But he 
said Washington believes the Security Council resolution 
"would not have l1elped" the peace process. The vote was 
14 to 1 on the .mlu_tion, France, Sweden and Portugal. 

Yeltsin chooses ref or111er 
N,,11I , I 

MOSCOW - President Boris Yeltsin yesterday named his 
powerful chief of staff- a free market reformer who is one 
of Russia's most disliked politicians- to lead the country's 
new drive for economic reform. Yeltsin 's political enemies 
immediately attacked the reappointment of AnaJoly Chubais 
as deputy prime minister. Chubais held the same title until 
he was ousted early last year, becoming a scapegoat/or the 
nation's anger over declining wages and rising prices. 

8 hurt in Beijing bo111bing 
1·it1 t-'ttx nporl 

BEIJING~ An explosion on a public bus injured at least 
eight people in a shopping di.strict yesterday, shaking a ca­
pital already jittery over a string of bus bombing in north 
western China. The cause of yesterday's explosion was not 
known, but there was little procedent for such an attacked 
in the Chinese capital. The three bombs last month occurred 
in the western Xinjiang region, whose large Muslim popu 
lation wants more autonomy. 

!i~t:f!lf{tftij ~BJli!li~lliji/ 
MIAMI- The excited police chief of Haiti's capital was 
charged yesterday with helping Colombian drug lords 
smuggle 33 tons of cocaine and heroin into the United States 
Lt. Col. Michel Francois was taken into custody in Handuras 
and was to be flown to Miami today. 
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