
1 December 1D87 
Dear Larr, . . . 

Should you \vant to give your Alwo Lao readers first-hand info 
this year about the stfttus of L'\OS: THE \\\~R NEXT DOOR. here it is. 
along \\.7ith a copy of the proposal I've been circulating \v·ithin the 
cement canyons of .\e\\7 York Cit,\', 

In order to attract a publisher - eithfr directly or through an 
agent - a \~Titer must submit a complete \~·ork or a proposal. Because 
the project is predicated on interviev.rs, 1 am restricted to the proposal 
format. But this also rneans that I must beg for an advance to do the 
necessary travel to finish the book. Not having published a prior book 
¼'orks against me. 

Thus far. only five agents and one publisher have rejected this. 
the third version (the first and second were rejected by three agents 
and three publishers). The reason the number is so fe¼" is that they 
insist on seeing these things on an "exclusive basis." One agent kept the 
manuscript four months. from his accompanying note, and a follo'.\-'-up 
phone call or1 rny part, l think he carne close to taking it or1. 

Hc11.": stnmge it is that Laos should have been so rnucb a part of 
the Vietnam \var and not be know·n. Onf' ngent v\.Tote: "I kne\,: that 
Laos was involved. but had no ideft ho\\,1 close it \\.'as. I'n1 sorry, but 
fear publishers would not be intriqued with it." 

I have applied for a National Endowment for the Hurnanities 
grant to con1plete the travel and interviews. A¼1ards ¼·ill not be made 
until mid- '88. In the meantime, I continue to send it out to another 
agent, another publisher. It is so time consuming. 

I must ask you not to circulate the proposal. I hope you 
understand. 

I've been \\.'anting to send a letter to everyone - over 280 names 
- who's been supportive of the book, but l am trying to earn a living 
at being a reporter for the Bigfork £1gle, a weekly paper. Also, I arn 
doing a creative \vTiting project as a wTiter-in-residence w•ith the 
?vlontana A.rts Council at the local hi~h school. .~nd, too. I v\Tite .... 
occasional articles for !\orthern Lights, a literary rnagazine for the 
northern Rockies. These are not high-paying assignrnents. 

Last year. I played ''fother-mother" to our daughter Rafaella 
(_9/2/86) after Elide returned to her science teaching position at 



Bigfork High. Andrea - 22 - is at Wrli hiIBn College studying Chinese 
and art. T v.,o lovely daughter5. 

In early October~ Harry and Rita Carr came through ~fontana on 
their \\·av back east for a weddini;r (an indirect route if there ever \\'US ' ....,. . 

one). Through the generosity of Rita's brother. the three of us went on 
a helicopter tour of the Bob Marshall and Great Bear Wildernesses_. 
Glacier Park and the S¼·an ~fountain \f ilderness_. all of ¼'hich are 
v.,rithin naked-eye distance fron1 here. the Flathead Valley. They are 
t\,10 of the rnost adventw·esome people I've ever met. so vital. so glad 
to be alive. At a gas station some,,\,;here, a young fella said to Harry, 
"Hey~ that's pretty neat about h\·o old people having a Toyota 
sportscar!" Did Harry tip the lad'? 

Wboe,·er asks: Pulcini is doing the book! 
May you have a delightful Christtnas Season. 

0: 
Ron 
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Proposal 

for 

Laos: The War Neit Door 

Editor: Ron Philip Pulcini 

The format of this book is a chronologically arranged sequence of oral 
interviews. The subject is the Kingdom of Laos and its struggle to exist 
during the thirty year period after World War II (prior to becoming the Lao 
People's Democratic Republic). The proposed length of the manuscript is 550-
600 pages. The interviewees are non-communist. communist. cffiQ neutralist 
Laotians. and Americans who lived and worked there during this period. The 
significance of this time and place has, of course, intimate links with the 
Vietnam War. Moreover, the characteristics of Laos (and the Laotians) is 
extremely unique compared to Vietnam and offer irresistible vignettes to a 
reader who is interested in this period and this war. Despite being 
inextricably tied to the survival of South Vietnam, the war in Laos was 
mainly conducted by civilians. particularly by the CIA. The connection to 
what is now happening in Nicaragua is timely: Eugene Hasenfus. captured by 
the Nicaraguan govenment in December 1986, once worked for Air America 
in Laos. And General Singlaub. the commander of the joint Army/CIA 
interdiction teams in Laos, is now running a "non-governmental" foundation 
to aid the Contras. 

The story of how this small. insignificant kingdom came to be so 
important to the vital interests of the United States - within the span of a 
single generation - is an excellent example of overplaced emphasis by our, 
and other world leaders. It is also about the Sixties Generation, the one so 
impressed by Kennedy's inaugural address, and its eventual obsession with 
America's Indochina War. But this is not an ideological or religious polemic. 
The writer uses his experiences and training as a historian to allow the 
disparate voices in the book to air their individual opinions and perspectives 
- it is left up to the reader to decide the nagging moral questions of those 
times. 

To date, the author has interviewed 35 people - in Washington, D.C.. 
New York. Arizona, Los Angeles. Seattle and Montana. He has also collected 
45 written statements with true-life stories about Laos. He is in contact with 
over 350 people who once lived and worked in Laos. He has full cooperation 
of the last three American ambassadors to Laos ( 1965-1975 ), as well as a 
representative spread of Americans and Laotians from the wide spectrum of 



professions, agencies and geographical locations involved. In addition, the 
writer has cultivated sensitive and useful contacts for the purposes of 
gaining (legal) entry into Laos to interview the leaders of the communist 
movement who were there before and during the war. His knowledge of 
spoken Laotian and Vietnamese are invaluable tools for this assignment. 

The number of additional interviews needed in order to have 
adequate material will range from 200-225 persons. To collect these 
interviews, it will be necessary for the editor to travel throughout the United 
States, to Mexico, France, Thailand and the Lao People 's Democratic Republic. 
The estimated amount of on-the-road time for these trips would be 
approximately four ( 4) months. Lead time needed for travel and contact 
arrangements is approximately eight weeks (the visa for Laos may take 
longer). These trips would be divided as follows (but not necessarily in this 
order): 

Eastern U.S ....... ... ....... ... ... .... ........... ... ......... ... Five weeks 
Western U.S ...... ... ......................... .......... ...... . Four weeks 
Mexico ............ ..... ...... ... .................................... One week 
Paris/Bangkok/Laos .................................. Eight weeks 

Travel costs would reflect modest accomodations and the most direct 
form of travel. 

Transcription services would be contracted in the editor 's home town -
Kalispell, Montana - at rates considerably lower than those presently 
charged in New York. 

Completion time for the interviewing editing, writing and preparation 
of a finished first draft would be approximately 16 months. The editor would 
devote full time to this project. 

The qualifications of the editor /writer are: Writer-In-Residence with 
the Montana Arts Council's (MAC) Artists in Communities/Schools program 
for the year 1985-86 (re-appointed for 1987-88); co-editor of MAC's 
anthology 1985-86, "How White Trains Rumble The Tracks"; completed one 
( unpublished) novel, "No Cause For Rejoicing"; published in the literary 
magazine Northern Lights (an article in the March/ April edition explores 
gambling as a source of revenue for state governments in the northern 
Rockies region), the Los Angeles Times, L.A. Weekly, and Expressions 
magazine. He lived in Cambodia in 1963: Vietnam from 1963-65: and Laos 
from 1965-70. The writer has been planning and working on this project 
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since April 1985. He is married to Elinor de Lancey Pulcini. a high school 
science teacher. They have a baby daughter, Rafaella Elena Pulcini. 

Sample pages from the book are enclosed: 

Title page 
Inscription 
Table of Contents 
Introduction 
Biographies 
Section I II (samples of interviews) 

For further details contact: 
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lr• I lcceuats Ilg I ts P• rtlcl11•• ts 

Written and Edited by 

••• Plllllp Pulci• i 

The voices of Americans and non-communist and communist 
Laotians remember the struggle which ended the Kingdom of Laos 



Nobody must be surprised, if, knowing as well as anybody 
the past condition of that people, and having shared their life 
myself, I feel a burning desire for truth when I am spoken 
about them. When the progress of my history led me to study 
the questions of the day, and I cast my eyes upon the books 
in which they are discussed, I confess I was surprised to find 
them almost all in contradiction to my memory. I then shut 
the books, and placed myself among the people to the best of 
my power; the lonely writer plunged again into the crowds, 
listened to their noise, noted their words. They were 
perfectly the same people, changed only in outward 
appearance; my memory did not deceive me. I went about, 
therefore, consulting men, listening to their account of their 
own condition, and gathering from their lips, what is not 
always found in the most brillant writers, the words of 
common sense. 

Jules Michelet 
THE PEOPLE 

translated by C. Cocks 
B.L., London 18 46 
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INTRODUCTION 

Another Americ:an and I sat on t.l1e polislwd floor of a Laotian peasa.nt\3 

porcl1 in the village of Nong Bok. It 1Nas early afternoon and the air ·w--a.s 

st . .agnant and heavv. Four small children. seemit1!
0
:,1v strev,m about us. '-Alere 

._, I • I · 

asleep ,;..-ll1ere tliey'd been playing only moments before. 

1iNhen we had driven in late that morning the peasant had climbed a tree, 

dropped some coconuts, and deitly cut av,,ay the tops of t11eir green and 

'y\Thite ileshy husl(s. As tradition ,jemanded, he'd left a thin membrane over 

t11e hole in order t11at we, t1is honored guests, might expose tlie milt 

ourselves before drinbng. 

After 'v•y•e vvere seated on tlie iloor of his meager •y•y•ood and bamboo 

l1ut, he momentarily disappeared inside tl1e house and returned vvearing a 

stonevvashed white clress shirt. He sat with his legs tucked under and behind 

t1im_. vvrapped vvithin a Nack and v-thite checkered plM-S..9-:Awg that Vv'as tied 

around his 'l1v•aist. Perhaps it v,ras from asking so many questions al)out his 

village - part of a community development survey we were conducting -

tl1at tl1e man allo\.ved his curiosity about us t() come out in the open. He kne,;N 

a few t.l1ings about America from having occasional access to a radio. But he 

didn't lrnovv' hovv- far America was from his village. When my colleague and I 

attempted to convert miles into kilometers, he said he would ratl1er knovv­

l1ovv• long such a journey would take. When 'vVe told him approximately 2 O 

hours by plane, l1e looked at us intently and asl{.ed: "But how long does it 

take to vv-a.lt to vou.r country?" -- , 

Laos. Since 197~> it has referred to itseli as t11e Lao People's Democratic 

Republic. Prior to tl1at it •yvas called tl1e Kingdom of Laos, or "The Land of a 
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lvHllion Elephants." For 600 years - despite bursts oi territorial expansion or 

surrender - it languished rnainly as a landlocked, feudal state along the 

ban}~s of t11e Mekong River paying homage to Cllinese ancl Vietnamese 

emperors. At one point it split into tl1ree rival kingcloms until in 1599 French 

colonial efforts subdued and reconsoliclated them into a single "protectorate." 

It wasn't until Vvorlcl War II and its aftermath that Americans - and only a 

few - began to learn about Laos first hancl . 

OSS paratroopers lan(led in the nortl1ern regions of Vietnam and Laos 

to encourage resistance to, and organize tl1e surren,jer of, the Japanese 

Imperial Army. It is no small irony that Ho Clli Minh and his compatriots 

were tJ1e local cont.a(ts in these operations rat11er U-1an t11e Vic:l1y Frenc:11 

government (O/(JJjS- v1rl10 had collat:iorated 1vvitJ1 tlH? Japanese (as did Uk 

neighboring Thais). 'Nlien tl1e , .. \rar •0.ras over tl1e Truman iv:lministration 

t)acked m",ay from Roosevelt's expressed support for the independence of 

Europe·s colonies and aided France a~; it fouglit. Ho Clii Minh to retain its 

precarious hold over Indoc:liina. The Eisenhower White House followed suit 

witl1 increase(! Vvar material. But tr1e debacle at Dinh Binl1 Plrn in 1954 gave 

rise to tr1e Democratjc RepuNic of Vietnam in t11e nort11 .. and tlw hast.Hy 

formed Republic of Vietnam in t11e south. It also resulted in the creation of 

independent constitutfonal monarchies in Camt,odia and Laos. To stem .. wl1at 

eventually ~.1'10Uld become kn0\•\7n a::; tl1e "domino tr1eory_ ... tl1e US urge(l 

f..ritian, France, tlw Philippines. T11ailand, New Zealand, Australia and 

Pakistan to form the Southeast Asia Treaty Organizatjon. A vague protocol 

placed Cambodia_. Laos aml Soutl1 Vietnam under its protection. The US 

increased tl1e sizes of its military training missions to the tl1ree nations and 

opened full-fledged embassies to conduct tr1e affairs of state. 
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At the tilne, t11e mindset oi t11e Eisenhov,,er Administration, and 

particularly of its Secretary of State_. John Foster Dulles, reflected the 

suspicions many American leaders ha(l of nationalist movements in t11e 

ne\•·.,ly emerging, post-colonial nations. Ho Clii Minl1 v.,as a founder of the 

Indoc:l1inese Communist Party v-,hic:h_. of course, spai: .... med the communist 

parties in Laos and Camt)odia. lvloreover, these were U-1e (lays wl1id::. 

corresponded to the so-called "loss of China .. ( 1949) .. Senator Joe McCart11y·s 

"t;,qitch hunting" wit11 llis accusative committee activities (early so·s)_. and t11e 

Korean War ( 1950-195.3) and it's impact on t11e presidential elections of 

1952. "Brinksmanship" c:harac:terizecl America's effort to contain comnrn.nism. 

And the proposec..1 price t11e American people were expected to :pay in t11e 

ultimate scenario t11is policy forsaw v,m.s given in mega.tonnage ("Drop" drills 

were as much a part oi my public: school education as saying t11e Pledge of 

Allegiance every morning). "Counter-insurgency," "guerrilla warfare" or_. 

"v-m.rs of attrition" were selclom-used terms. 

Looking back, it woulcl seem t11at t11e entire relationship, from the first 

military and economic aid program off erecl the fleclgling semi-autonomous 

state of Laos in 1950 .. should have t)een rei:::ognizecl as a presage to tl1e 

coming Vietnam V?ar. The day beiore l1is inauguration in 1961, Jolrn F. 

Kennedy was inc:re,Julous over out-going President Eisenl1ower·s opinion t11at 

tl·1µ TT'::: 1·1·11·0·11t haV?> t,) i-ii) t··, h:ra1· .•,,;1(:,r L·A()C; t1P.,··=- 11c·(:, 1·f 1·t f?>ll t1,TP. ~AY,-··•tll<j t1':<t1?> ....- V -~• . o · .... ...... 6'- J..,_. yy, .... , .... •:.\._ . ._. ,, . _ . ..._.~ .. -- .... •·-·., . ,.. .• \, -· 'IV ·.... ._ ...... l .... 

to write off tt1e wt1ole area. The follo•Ning year -1962- Kennedy ,jid dispatch 

a l)attalion of troops (calling it a SEA TO exercise), positioning them across the 

Mekong River in Thailand when it looked as t110ugti a combined Pat11et 

Lao/North Vietnamese force would advance all tl1e way to t11e capitol of 

Vientiane - t11e first post W.W. II U.S. expeditionary army to l)e wmmitted to 

Southeast ,.ll_..sia . 



The Geneva Conieren(e of 19~A (called to settle tt1e Fren(li Indochina 

.,Nar ).. and the Geneva Conference of 1962 (convenecl specif ic:ally to 

determine tlw status of Laos) considered tlie neutrality of Laos as tlie key­

sti:me to peace in tl1e area. But it was an insidious form of Realpolitik at 

work - tt1e signatories simply wanted time. Tlie Democratic Republic: of 

Vietnam wanted a series of staging areas in place for its coming protracted 

war to reunite itself witll tlie south. The Patlwt Lao needed to build up a 

legitimate ethnic Lao communist party organization. In its ne,;,qly, self­

appointed role as leader of tl1e revolutionary movernents in tt1e Third V\7orlcl, 

the People's Republic: of China was ,jispensing arms ~ .. vherever needed -

inc:luding t() its hist(>rical enemy, Vietnam. And tl1e USSR, humiliated by its 

back-down over the Cuban missle crisis, offered carte blanc:lie arms to all 

tal~ers. Even Thailand .. forced to return two Laotian provinces it had taken 

from the French during vVorld War II, was t>eginning to worry about an 

insurgency in the north and a grov,,1ing Thai c:ornmunist party. What v-.1itl1 all 

tlie llot spots in tt1e worlcl the United States si1nply wanted to put Laos on 

tl1e back t>urner. It may be that tl1e Laotians in tl1e Royal Gc-,vernment T"'lere 

tl1e onl), ones who t(>Ok the word "neutrality" seriously. 

The ensuing "civil war" (Patl1et Lao and Nortl1 Vietnamese versus tlie 

Royal Lao Government and its assisting nation~;) whicli began to heat up in 

tlie early 6o·s was a natural extension of tl1e life-and-c:leath political and 

military struggle for Soutll Vietnam. The North Vietnamese Army used tl1e 

Ho Chi Minh Trail tlu-ough tlie soutl1-eastern margin of Laos. Hn1ong tribal 

CIA financed SGU's (Special Guerrilla Units) interdicted the Trail from the 

~A,µ.r•t "'n~r·1· ·::.1 Fr· 1- r.,c, ·s~ "'()r,. c· { t;"t1 l ·j1' .- c- ~ r 'l nt,c- -1-,r-- t1· ')!' ( 1· --· 11r- C· ··, 1~ --1 f .-,1--- YT-. 
y~ ,::- .::> •, .) r-· ,. ,. CJ. ,} 1v ,::- ~ .) ._ .. _T ·-· ' .) -· ~. '·- e ~· s:t 11

._ ·-· • • _.e I ,:t -· ,,. .. ._! I,) - r.! •-· .• ,. '·- '·-· ('.1-i• ::; 

against the Trail irom tl1e east. Tlw Patllet Lao attactecl w11erever tl1ere 

,;..vere Royal Lao Government posts ancl airfields. The RLG ·s forces tried ¼> 
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defend its territory. And the U.S. Air Force dropped massive amounts oi 

bombs - from anti-personnel "bomblets .. " on up to 2,000 pounders which 

could destroy a village in one sortie. In Otiier •0.rorcls .. ti1e ~.htar in Laos was a 

less pul)licizecl version of the 'V.Jar ne}..1:.-door. But '1h,riti1 significant 

differences. 

Prior to the 1962 Geneva Conference, you could tell the players l)y 

ti1eir uniforms: The French and American governments had military training 

missions out in the open_: tiie Nortl1 Vietnamese Army_. "Red.. Chinese 

advisors, and Soviet pilots ferrying supplies, were distinguishable from tl1eir 

Path et Lao client comrades. The f ourt.een nation conference changed all that 

- on tlw surf ace at least. After 1962 you had to vrade tl1rough terse denials 

t:iy tlw US Embassy_. v.Jl1id1, by and large seemed to speak for tlie Royal Lao 

GovernmE:-nt_. and tlw egregious propaganda by the Pathet Lao and tiwir 

North Vietnamese allies. And when tidt>its of tlw truth (lid find its way to 

the American media, print and TV nev·vs editors reduced the stories to 

postscript proportions. E-ecause the Patliet Lao and North Vietnarnese 

allowed very few ·vvestern journalists in areas under their control, 

information at)out tlieir activities w·as sketchy. As for tl1e vast US aid 

program t:) t.t1e Royal Lao government, even Congresstnen and tlieir field 

people f ouncl it t()ugh going: By burying expenditures within the CL~~ ·s secret 

l)tKlget_. and keeping reporters out of restricted areas .. only a few programs -

mostly legitimate civilian projects - were accessible and accountable to tlie 

public It is no wonder that it became knov,,1n as tlie "CIA's secret war". 

Also .. unlike Vietnam, tlie command structure \h!as primarily civilian. 

Alti10ugh the "country team .. (v.1hkh met each morning in tl1e Embassy·s 

double-walled acrylic conference room) includecl military at.ta.cries, visiting 

generals .. and tlie CIA station chief. it was the Aml)assaclor who v.Jas clearly 
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in charge. There "¥las no COMUSMACV_. (General Westmoreland's designation) 

or .. as tlie case miglit liave been. COMUSMACL. to (J1allenge the political 

sensitivities and limitations under wliidi the "country team .. was required to 

operate as it prosecuted a war in tliis ostensiNy neutral country. 

Furthermore, unlike tlie Presi(lent's order to evacuate dependents from 

Vietnam in 196:,_. Americans in Laos ,,.,,ere permitted to liave U-1eir families 

v.,it.l1 tliem - not only in U-1e capitol of Vientiane_. t)ut in provincial towns and 

many up-country posts as well. Tliis did not ai-,h.1ays guarantee complete 

u.nderstancling, t)ut seeing each otlier·s farnilies up dose, in casual conditions. 

more often than not t)rouglit about deep personal American/Lao 

relationsllips. 

In choosing voices from tl1e American community for tliis book_. I tried 

to get a cross-section of professions and locations "in-country" - an 

individual wt10 worked in an air corH.1itioned office in Vientiane and lived in 

tlw "KM-6" housing compound may not have cared if lie were living in Laos 

or Lagos. i~ .. nd being stationed in tlw provinces presented other significant 

(:ircumstances. More importantly_. many of tlie stories here might prove tlie 

term "Vietnani Veteran" to be a generic one_: aside froni U-iose men killecl in 

,jirect coml)at in liot pursuit acro~:s U-1e Laotian border from Vietnam .. tliere 

'Nas a significant numt)er of Americans ~Nho iost U-1eir lives in Laos. Some 

were in tlie wrong place at tlie v..Tfong time such as unarmed civilians going 

about improving the conditions of a rural area vv1tl1 marginal senlrity. But 

more tlrnn a few knew exactly 'Alhat tliey were doing at tlie moment of their 

cleatlis - from pilots dropping rice and arms and ammunition out of Air 

Al'Y1Ar1·(•-=, (1r c·(1nt1·1·1unt-=,l A1·1· ,.\r,rT11·r-6.•--· r· .:::.F)'r- t··, t1·1~>r•6, C·Alf nr··,fuc•r•A··1 r•()ld1'.c.:.1·c· 
.I. J.~ ._. • .... , -· . .... ... "v .,._,_ .cl. ... -=::- ~ ..... v-~ ·--- .I. V ~-- !,_. l ~v ,_Iv -1-- l- y._,~ ... -1.. -=- ... V ,_. 

of fortune who led Hmong/SGU missions under contract t<> tlie CIA and died 

obscurely in the middle oi the jungle. Some are still believed to being held 
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prisoner in Laos or Vietnam t:> this clay. Tlwir relatives and friends speat. ior 

them in tl1ese pages and more tl1an a few feel tl1at tlwir fathers·_. hust)ands· .. 

sons· or f rienc1s· names stiouki t)e etched on T11e Wall in Washington, D.C. 

Few Americans who livecl in Laos c:an honestly share tlie sense of 

defeat tl1at the soldiers and officials feel who served witl1 tl1e Royal Lao 

Government. The Hmong ¼13.rriors who fought for, ancl with tt1e CIA, and the 

Laotians who vvorl:ed in support services with tl1e U.S. government .. must be 

include(l as • ...... 1ell - all of tl1em share a loss tt1at c:an be understood only 

tl1rougl1 memories made painful t>y tl1e status of t:,eing called "refugees ... 

Neitl"1er can we appreciate tl1e bitters\•\leet victory whid1 the Lao People's 

Party attained - tl1ey took over a nation after it had undergone thirty years 

of war, had been the target of over two million tons of l)(>mt>s (more than 

dropped on Germany and Japan during Y.lorlcl War I I), and then, t>ec:ause of 

over-zealousness in "re-ecluc:ating" their former enemies in tlw Royal Lao 

Government_. found tt1emselves unable to stop tt1e flight of nearly half a 

million people_. many whose ecluc:ations and skills could have helped them 

ret>uilcl tlieir nation. It is tlie Laotians ,Nho understand the meaning of 

"attrition ... 

Life in Laos during tl1e Second Indochina War makes for excellent 

story-telling. Whereas a large portion of Vietnam Literature tends to take on 

a fat)ulist, often pointedly surreal quality to explain the absurdities of tl"1at 

war_. t11e narratives here depict those same qualities witl1out artifice or 

exaggeration. Laos back tl1en was a fanciful place unto itself: Characters v\1110 

rendezvoued in sleazy bars drinking Pernod in tl1e late afternoons seemed to 

have taken French Leave from tl"1e pages of Graham Greene novels left open 

on night tat>les; tl1e \i.:ra.y t11e existence of anirni'::tic: spirits •y\1as as seriously 

discussed at cocttail parties as tliey were around campfires in tl"1e jungle -
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everyone knew a Lao soldier vvho wore an amulet to repel tiullets_: 110w _g.1.l:l­

s~=t marijuana_. was openly sold in tl1e l\.forning Market by a little olcl lady 

~ .. vho clisplayed a sign in Englisti: "My pot 'i-,Till get you tiiglier t11an t11e otl1ers": 

t11e way t11e Patliet Lao and Royal Lao Government troops left escape rout•% 

open when they cornered one another - but wt1en tl1ere were coup d'etats in 

Vientiane pin-point aerial t)ombing of an opposing general's l1eadquarters 

result.eel in numerous c:asualities_; how for nearly ten years a tenth of t11e 

population was fe,j by rice drops and the way tlle c:hildren-re(:ipients 

believed tlw rice grew in t11e airplanes '·"1hicl1 dropped it_: how a retired 

Indiana farmer directed a multi-million clollar CIA civilian an,j military 

operation for ti--1e Hmong - a people tie professed to love - in ti--1e end had to 

witness ti--1e sending of 12 year old boys to fight hardened Nortl1 Vietnamese 

regulars_; a c:ountJ-y in T ... v11ic:l1 tlie iuneric:an i-.mt,assador l1acl a "personal 

airforc:e" at his disposal; a (apital city , .. ,,11ere tlie very countries aiding in tlie 

overtl1rov,,1 of its government lnd emtias~;ies (Norti--1 Vietnam, People's 

Republic of Cllina and U1e USSR)_. including a contingent of Patl1et Lao soldiers 

billeted in a villa next to tl1e Morning Marl(et; and U1rougl1out it all_. tlie Lao 

people seemingly never aNe to lose their graciousness, U1eir l1armc,ny v.,1itll 

nature, their sedu(tiveness. 

As T""itl1 any complicated event in human history, like U1e Tale of 

Rast1omon, we cann()t recall it in singular fastiion. P.-ut there are some 

(Onc:lusions v1l1ic:h (an t)e drawn from the following individual stories about 

Laos, lessons v1,,t1i(li, V•lhen v-.1e loot at tlle situations today in Central America 

ancl tl1e Micl(lle East .. appear to 11ave t)een ignored_. lessons which are not too 

late to ot)serve: 

Bec:auf;e .ll.rnericans come from a free and open society, and will not 

tolerate t)eing indoctrinated by tlieir governrnent .. it is difficult for tl1em to 
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take ideological or religious propaganda seriously (tlle pov..1er of nationalism 

will invariably equal tlie amount of ,jerision given to it at the time). If 

political ancl military objectives of foreign policy must t>e pressed witllin tlie 

borclers of anotlier nation_. tlien it cannot t>e done witllout taking into 

consideration tlrnt nation·s language, culture an,1, at:rove all_. its liistory. ,6.. 

poor .. weak c::ounh·y 'Vv1iich lrns yet to pass into t!ie 20tli century will abdicate 

control over its own destiny \.l!hen a larger, stronger nation piles massive aid 

upon it. Government personnel assigned to a foreign country for only one or 

tV•lO year tours lE1.V• sliort attention spans. Covert activities devised on an 

eye-for-an-eye basis v.,rill eventually be found out and regarded as 

repugnant by the American people ... _ .Wien in Rome . . .. slwuld never apply 

to hovv• .American militar;l and civilian aid is clistrit>u.tecl because corruption 

is inevitible thereby giving critics for enemies) ammunition for their cause -

"loss of face" should not alter "strings attached." If you do not bolster ttie 

infrastruc:turn of ttie civilian agencies of a recipient nation in favor of its 

arme(i forces and police tllen you ,qill get exac:tly what you deserve. If US 

government personnel in a foreign country allow t!iemselves to identify V-litli 

that country·s elite, then its programs ,;..vill come t(> represent ttie aspirations 

of ttiat class only. Wtien your government's conimitrnent to a small country 

at war is a tentative "liolding action .... tlien you must exp€-ct your personnel 

to be bitter when t!ie final pull-out is ordered_. for in the end_. tl1ey will have 

become more sympathetic: ~..vitll the people of the tiost nation and not tlle 

policy V./l1ich got t11em tliere in the first place. And l:>ecause of that, tnany of 

tlwse same people v./ill go on to practice their crafts in otlwr countries until 

they tl1ink U-iey·ve got it rig11t. Tlw names in U-1e lieacllines from Honduras 

ati(l Nicaragua - Secord_. Nortti, Blauf arb ancl Haus€-nfus - are all recycled 

right out of tlie defeat in Laos .. t>elonging to people vvlw are c:onvinc:ed t!1at 
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tlleir way is what vvill assure the overtliro\11r of dictatorships or, as often is 

the c:ase, to teep them in power. 

V?itli l1indsigl1t, it's easier ti) understanfj the V?i.sclom tlw peasant was 

alluding to \•\Tt1en tie askecl l1ow long it t)ok to \.llalk to Laos: It's doubtful t11at 

more than a handful of the estirnatecl 2 5 .. 000 Americans wlio lived and 

worked tli€>re from 'Norlcl 'i"lar I I until 1975 vlould have made suc:li a 

journey on tlwir O\.llli. Tlie fact is_. tliey went tliere to carry out tnuddled 

foreign policy objectives, and in the process .. discovered things about t11e 

worl,j - an(l themselves - tl1at wou.lcl alter tlieir lives, and the lives oi 

others_. forever. And this is tl1eir story and t11e story of tl1e Laotians V•litli 

w·l1orn tlwy worked ancl fougl1t against. 

Ron Pliilip Pulcini 
Kalispell, Montana 
March 19ti7 
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Section III 

1961-1973 

January 20, 1961: John F. Kennedy's inaugural address: "Rsk not what 
your country can do for you, ask what you c:an do for your country." 

I 'A'?J.S t:,orn to a primitive society an,j taught to be friends 'Nith 

animals and the Vvilderness, and to live '.-1Tith all of it harmoniously and 

Peacefu.llv. I v.Jas ti)ld b'7 mv elders that the earth 'Nas flat and covered tN ., I I I 

th~ bl1 1 ,c, ,...1,,T ".lln-~ t'11::;it 1·t ·'nlTT t··· ···k j,,,., .. t··· , ... T".1111.• tt- tl·• ··· ;:;;n-1 t·1· t1·1,c, ,c,a1·tn 11rr· ... J. ...... _, . .,, .:C.f~ f ,:,_ •. _,I. ..J. 1_. __ . -· I.) ,,. .J.._.li._J ~ •. (J.'J.:, .).) 1/V. 1'-. .. . _ .. _) ... ~ V '·- ._J -· ·-· ·-· - . 1'1 -) 
• • I 

one ever mentioned to me that other races existed. 

We didn't knov1 about modern equipment and machines in our 

childhood. Our lives were rich v.,,ith old stories and supernaturalism. There 

were spirits all around us. Trees lived amazing ages tiec:ause ~tngeis dwelled 

in them. Huge mountains inspired awe because they were unmistakable 

evidence oi powerful spirits vvithin. Pregnant v1omen ci.voided the lakes 

where baby-hungry dragons and serpents lay in wait. The prayers and 

rituals oi shamans and herbalist took avvay our illnesses. When I Vv"aS very 

small I watched an airplane pass over the mountains and I thought it v.ra.s a 

big bird vvhic:h landed on the mountains to iind iood. I hid myself under the 

trees when tt1e airplane passed because I thought it might cati:::h me as the 

eagle cati:::hes the chicken . 



When I ,,vas about five years old. my fatlier made a trip to Luang 

Prabang_. the royal capital, to trade some goods and t(> t(:iur t11e city. He 

returned lwme safely with much exciting nevvs. Every man in the village 

came to meet him. He toM everyone about his trip and vvhat he had seen 

from t11e clay he left t1ome until tl1e day he returne,J. 

He had v,ralkecl for two days from our smail village to t11e Me tong 

River v-1here he took a small l)(>at 'Arit11 an engine t(:i go U-1e rest of the way. 

They had to pass t11rougt1 rapids for a day or so. When he got t) Luang 

Prat:,ang he was amazed by its beauty - t11e royal palace, t11e many Buddhist 

!'§-"a-ts-and monuments_, the roads, the cars, elec:tric:ity and many otl1er things 

whkh the villagers had not heard of before. But U-1e most important nev,,s 

'Nas what a friend oi my father's told him. This man had moved ti:> Luang 

Prabang irom the mountains and had become a servant oi the f.qJ.1.llg_;· or 

foreigner - an American. 

He saicl that this v.,thiteman vva::; very big and tall and that he lived in a 

very ds-an, nice house. But l1e did not eat rice like our people. At each meal, 

he woulcl slice a piece of meat off a Ng leg - it lool(.ecl like it was a liuman ·s 

leg - and put it between t~ . ....,o pieces of bread and eat it! My father's friend 

also saicl t11ere were some v-lt1ite. priests \.\'110 told t11e people t(> bury their 

deacl rdatives as soon as tliey could after they are ,jead, an(j he suspected 

tliat the priests went to the graveyard and took tl1e deacl body home for foocl 

for the ,"'11iteman·s t;andwic:h. That's what he believed. 

•••••••••••••••• 
January 29, 1961: Announcement ouer North Uietnamese radio that the 
South Uietnam National Liberation Front (SUNLF:I had been formed on 
20th December 1960. 
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February 18, 1961: The Souiet Union proposes another c:onference at 
Geneua to discuss Laos. 

March 1, 1961: President Kennedy c:reates the Peace Corps by EHec:utiue 
Order. 

• oooooooo • oooooo 

I vtas a strong Kennedy partisan_; I l~nevv· tl1e family somevv•hat so I 

Vv"as quite enthusiastic vv•hen he Vv'aS elected. He had a transition team that he 

put in tJ1e Department oi State - Harriman was one of the people on it. At tl1e 

time .. I ~,..,13.s in the S0utl1east Asia r:,ureau on tl1e E,urma Desk. And vv•ord vv•ent 

out tl1at the transition team ~Nas reviev.,ring all policies that tl1e US Vv'as 

pursuing, and tl1at if anyone had any ideas tl1ey should submit papers. I 

submitted tvvo: One of tl1em vvas on Laos (U1e otl1er Vv'aS about The People's 

Republic of China being admitted to the UN). Actually, it \•\73.Sn't my original 

idea_. it was tlie Lao Desk Officer·s .. Tom Corcoran·s - at.least, he had tl1e same 

vie~,\TS. Essentially it stated tl1at it vv•as ridiculous to push confrontation in 

Laos to a conclusion and eet us int1) militarv action because it Vv'as a lousv ._, ,, ,, 

place to fight a \Var. f.ut Harriman had read the paper (in iact, Kennedy also 

read tl1e paper) and had remembered it. 

At this same time_. I V\73.S part of the preparatory group for the 1962 

Geneva Conierence on Laos (begun in '61) but it had so many people on it 

that I decide(j to slip quietly out of it because it looked like it \•\73.S going to 

be a mess. When Ken Young, who Vv'aS heading the tl1ing up, slipped out, too., 

tJ1at's when they brought in Averell Harriman - but not as the hea(j of the 

delegation because that would go to Dean Rust. Things got started oif \•vith 

great fanfare but in the course of tirne - about two weel~s - Rust got fed up 
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so he c:ame home. Averell got into it ancl tl10ught U-1e 1:A1hole (lelegation was 

too Ng and he recommended tliat I replace U-1e C:l1ief -of -Staff, Joe Cisco. 

It was called a "conference on neutrality" and v,,ent uu-ough all these 

famous phrases about the independence, the neutrality, and Uie someU-1ing 

or other about La,)s. Up until ·5 7_. our purpose had been to exclude the 

communists - the Path et Lao and the North Vietnamese - entirely from 

Laos. By the time I came along, and my paper had received some attention, it 

was fairly clear that •0.1hat v,,1ould tie required to get the Nortli Vietname'.3e 

out v,,1ould be more of an investment than tl1e U.S. V•larranted. Therefore_. V./e 

slioulcl be concerned witJ1 trying to get a compromise - t,::i make sure that tlie 

territory along the Mekong, 'NaS.. in effect, sanitized_. an•i that the forces there 

were friendly to Thailand. We called it t11e "Red. White and Blue" solution, 

'Wt1ich_. in effect_. was tliat you'd have tl1ree zones. And that's ·01hat we 

eventually worked out for the 1962 agreements. I don't U-1ink this made 

everyone happy in the tliree Lao delegations, but I tt1ink the general context 

in which we were addressing U-iis ,.A.rithin the Kennedy .t.dminist..ration v-tas 

that Laos t) use a word more close!" associated Vvith Camt>odia was a "side-} I ·' 

shovl'_; tl1e main conflict was taking place in Vietnam. 

'1¥hat I'm saying v1as_. rather t11an attempting to draw a line and face 

the issue in Laos .. that making a sort of a 11olding situation in Laos .. and, at tl1e 

same tirne building up tt1e preparation to rnaking a blocking adion at the 

17tl1 parallel, we (:OUlcl sanitize South Vietnam and get the Nortl1 Vietnamese 

out of tl1ere. And if t11at were achieved, tl1en t11e a%umption was tlrn.t U-1e 

Nortl1 Vietnamese would t>e V•lilling to retreat bad.:. across the 17th parallel 

in the nortl1/soutl1 axis and v-.1ould no longer have great amNtions to go east. 

Afterall .. tl1eir interest.in Laos was ancillary to tl1eir t>asic: desire to take over 
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Soutli Vietnam. Consequently, v,e were prepared to leave a section of Laos .. 

the section east and rnost northeast - Pliong Saly ancl Sam Neua Provinces -

quite clearly in tlie han(ls of tlie Pat11et Lao (knovling full well that tfo? PL 

'Nere a part of tlie Nortli Vietnamese communist party in tlie first place). V•le 

did tllis providing that the Plain of Jars - the central section - would remain 

in the hands of the Neutralists and, tlHt tlw section along tlie Mekong River 

fronting the Thai frontier, would remain in t11e hands of the people who 

were patently puppets of U-1e Tliais. 

•••••••••••••••• 
Man:h 31, 1961: Pro-communist forces control siH prouinces in Laos. 

April 9, 1961: A Hanoi journal, Hoc lop, declares that "socialist North 
Uietnam is prouiding good support for the South Uietnamese reuolution 
and is seruing as a strong base for the struggle for reunification ... " 

April 12, 1961: Yuri Gagarin is first person to orbit in space. 

April 17, 1961: CIR-trained Cuban eHiles launch unsuccessful Bay of Pigs 
inuasion against Castro's regime. 

~~ \"71l00Rc-.""'= a 
.!J~W~a 

•••••••••••••••• 

The first thing tt1at struck me was the French style arcliitec:ture and 

t11e tropical vegetation. It seemed like suct1 a quiet place. I got to travel a 

little Nt aroun,j tlie country because I v,13.s on a six rnontli contract vlitt1 t11e 

TT111·t,:,'l ~t-=-t;:.•-· 11·1f ··11·1y;1~t1· ··11·1 Ar-r,:,,1·1···~1 ·:>c- ,;, c·p,'lt"tc• ~a•11· l"•c>r I hY·'.AC· t.1·,,:,,1· 0 t"- ~1-·lr· ·-· •..•• 1·- ..) "'-\ ··..- ~ I...- .1J L\. t. Q V I.,../ C\'-' C.\. ·-• · ._. ._._, •:.1. 1
1 ~ • 

1,'V ~'- '-' J. V V }.._J 1. t:j f'.I 

prepare ttie Laotian team for tl1e first Southeast Asian Garnes t(i be lield in 

Burma in 1962. But while 1 was there I got hired t,y tlie Rural Development 

Division of the United States Agency for International Development. You see, 

tlie Geneva i•i(cords lrnd conie up and all tlie military - tlie tearns c:alle,j 

.305 



Vvhite Star - had been asked to leave. They t1ad clone public relations things 

like medical teams ancl su.ct1_. so someplace it v,,1as decided to start hiring 

advisors to fill tl1e vacuum. 

,.8,.t that time they'd recruited people for both Vietnam and Laos - it 

v,ras t11e first time t11at State Department people were going to be stationed in 

provincial areas. I think I v,,as tile only guy who had actually been over 

tilere before. The whole group came togetl1er at tl1e University of California 

at Berteley for a six month course involving cross-cultural relations. 

geography and some counter-insurgency. The instructors v,,ere coming from 

a c:ouple of perspectives - some from a developmental aspect. One instructor 

wl10 was most memorable \A,as Professor 1Nhit1y from tl1e University of 

Chicago. He'd served as a District Chief in the Malayasia Emergency and had a 

sort of "Okay, snap ti:>, Cadre" attitude. There was some discussion on tactics 

of population control and tilose kinds of prot.lems related to terrorism. But a 

lot of it was cultural. I don't tnow if tt1ey were surE:- of U-1emselves as to what 

we were going t:i do but they were concerned about tile impact of tl1e 

program. 

hiy first assignment \.\Tas Sayaboury Province. It's in t11e northwest 

corner of Laos_. part of \"11"1ic:h is ~1-,1est of the Mekong River. I ·m not sure, but I 

t11ink t11e province had a total of one running vehicle. There was perhaps 2 O 

t.ilometers of dirt roads ancl approximately o0_.000 people_. fifty per cent 

being otl1er t11an ethnic: Lao_. or_. Lowland Lao. There were Yao_. Lao Theung 

but not many Hmong. There were even U1e People of The Yellow Leaves_. an 

aborigine group that was still able t(l -?.xist virtually on foraging in tlle rain 

forest_. l)Ut nobocl}7 knev; nrnch about t11em. 



As it turned out .. I "',asnl the first i·.merican to get there - there were 

two people from International Voluntary Services and they had a stove and 

all t{) cook on. Oh_. yes .. there was a noodle shop there, too. And further out in 

the sticks there were some Thai military teams cloing basically v1hat ·white 

Star had t>een doing, organizing military units to counter tl1e infiltration that 

was coming into tl1e country. 

I had an assistant_. so mainly it v-,as setting up shop: Finding a place to 

put in an office_. digging a weH. getting the radio set up, getting a motor pool 

going. I started hiring people and traveling around the countr)lside to see 

v,!here the roads went_, meet the officials and learning tl1e language. 

The t:l1tr(J lv.lUli1:1g, the District Governor, was a good gu}, - a half 

brotl1er to tl1e king ancl very down t,) earth. He had a very good touc:t1 with 

tl1e people. He was an elderly man and because of intennarrying_. all his lcids 

were cripples. Looking t>ack at him after many years of being in tl1e country. 

I 'cl have k) say he was tl1e most understanding guy I '<:l ever Vlorked ,;Nith. He 

ha,:! a lot of hill tribes t() work with and he really understood these people. 

He traveled ext:E?nsively. And it was amazing because all he had was a 

bicycle. He'cl strap a .45 around his 'v\7ctist and just go. In later years he 

received a lot of threats from the Pathet Lao. 

Once I established a base, I tried to get a better idea of v-lhat was 

coming out of ,;lientiane; in the past it had been building schools_. 

dispensaries_. and medical pr(>grams_. so I pretty 1nuct1 continued tl1ose. I 

looked over the old projects, to see v,,hat had happened before and in sorne 

pla,::es the unused (:ement had hardened and tin roofing had been delivered 

tf) the ~Hrong place~;- There were some dispensaries and schools, so the 



program in tlw pa:::t lrn.d done pretty TNell. f:,ut to get started I travelecl 

around and just looked. 

In northern Sayaboury Province there '1-.Tas this one Yao village tliat 

vvas particularly memoraNe. Generally speaking_. tlle people in this area 

were poorer than in other tribal areas of Laos_: tliey ,,,.,ere on the fringes of 

the power structure of the tribes so they weren't well off. But this village 

was dean. By that. I mean, the horses and pigs were un,ier control - you 

didn't have to wa.U: tlirc>ugh their messes . And since we'd come some 

distan,:e to get tl1ere they invited us to take a shower. 

Tl1e village was about 4,000 feet in elevation and tl1e shower 

overlooked these valleys. It \\13.S enclosed in bamboo and this guy c:ame over 

and swung this t)amt>oo tube over me and this water came clown from a 

mountain stream. The run-off went down into tt1e pig-stys. And as I recall_. I 

think they even t>rought us some hot water as well. In the meantime, dinner 

was being prepared. 

It v,,as surprising because in some of the other villages, like the poor 

Hmong villages_. you'd sit around a fire_. cave-man style_. while somebody 

cooked something. But tliese Yao ,qere a little more sophisticated as they had 

a table and some fine Chinese dishware. The girls ,..vere dressed in beautiful 

costumes_. ,:.ott(m yarn things tliat stuck out all over the place. i·.nd as I was 

eating sopllisticated Chinese food - iried c:hicl:-:en, etc. - my glass ,1-,as being 

continually refilled V>lith ~{1-:)-Ja(: whicli is liili-tribe whisJ:-.:.y. The first time I 

took some of it down I didn't tl1ink anytt1ing oi it. :e.ut there vvas tt1is little 

girl wt10 stood right next to me and slle refilled my glass all tlie time. And if 

I slov,.1ed •i•Yv\1li, she started pid:ing tliis glass up and handing it t) me. I tried 



to be polite, but then iinally_. she grabbed the back of r.ny head and pulled it 

bac:k ancl poured it do•1hlfl my tl1roat! 

00000000000000 • 0 

May 5, 1961: Alan Shepard is first American in space . 

May 6, 1961: Minimum mage raised to $1.25 an hour. 

May 16, 1961: 14-nation conference on Laos opened in Geneua by Prince 
Sihanouk (Cambodia) under the co-chairmanship of Britian and the 
Souiet Union. Participants are: Burma, Cambodia, Canada, the People's 
Republic of China, the Democratic: Republic of Uietnam (north), Franre, 
India, Poland, Republic of Uietnam (south), Thailand and the United 
States. 

• 00 • 000000000000 

During the negotiations in Geneva a lvlarine battalion, under the guise 

of a SEA TO exerdse (there •vv•ere a bunch of SEA TO detachments inducting 

Australians and Nevv• Zealanders) -r.1-.ras sent to Northeastern Thailand, right 

across the Mekong River from Vientiane. The Assistant Secretary for 

Sou.t.t1east Asian Affairs, Roger Hilsrnan, felt that if the Kennedv , 

Ai1ministration sent the right signal ti.:;. Hanoi that tJ1ey vvould get v1lise an(l 

change thdr tactics. They didn't move quite tl1at V•lay. 

00000000000 • 0000 

June 4, 1961: President Kennedy and Premier KhruscheLf issue a joint 
statement at their meeting in Uienna mhich reaffirms their support for 
a neutral, independent Laos, under a gouernment c:hosen by Laotians, 
and for international agreements ensuring its neutrality and 
independenre. 

June 22, 1961: Three Laotian princes, Souuanna Phouma 1:neutralisO, 
Soupannouuong (c:ommunist) and Boun Oum (rightist) meet at Zurich and 



agree - in princ:iple - to a c:oalition gouernment that mould include all 
three f ac:tions. 

••• 0 • 0 ••• 0 • 00000 

My first boss was Dallas Warren. He 11ad more common sense than 

anvbodv . He learned how to adapt t.A) the villaP-
0
es and he could drink anv 

' ' ' 

kind oi liquor and get drunk and be the best person I ever met. One day, he_. 

my ~Nife, Thong Chan, and I_. fleV•l dovvn to Muong Xieng. It vv1as their tradition 

to have ten girls vvaiting for you and each one had some flov1rers and one full 

glass of L'f,.?-/(lK-w. Tllat stuff is made from corn and is very strong! It ti urns 

a tilue flame vvhen you light it! So I vv"all:ed Vvith Mr . Warren because h€' V•las 

my boss and th€' girls said nice things (they called us A:R'f-I~1w to show 

respect), WE:-lcomed us v,,ith the flowE:-rs an(:i made us drink one glass of that 

stuii from each girl! And vmen I got t(i the end of the line, I looked back and 

the damn airplane is dancing! But 1v1r . ~Narr en is still alright! 

He learned about the 1..'"JJL~i°() itfll()JJgs-t>efore he met U-1em. He studied 

tt1eir attitudes and Vv"ho thev are related to because tt1ose men have the 
' 

pov;er in the province! And sometimes those men are hard to deal Vvith 

t>ec:ause U-1ey 11ave another idea about a project. For example_. in one place v,;e 

had six wells and one school on the project list. But the {-:tA'f() Mou.ng vvanted 

to send the materials t,) that village and let the people do it themselves. E-ut 

our idea V?as to train the people hovv· to do it_. to make those tllings right. 

Sometimes_. me and my American boss (I had 15, bosses in the years I 

worked for USAID) would have to do the project ourselves. I would go t£J tlle 
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train - and he says nott1ingt So we have to ask the District Chief_. tlle TttSS-&JJ.g 

for people and all V•N1 can get is two or three. 

You know .. we figured that you can use bamboo instead of ret>ar to 

help form the cement V•lell rings . Then we would teach tl1e villagers h,:,-v,,1 to 

lower t11e well rings into t11e well : You dig a llole and put t11e ring in it - tl1ey 

are very lleavy - and tlien you place anott1er ring on t(>p of it and scrape t11e 

dirt out from under tlie first one and it automaticallv l•)wers itself in! A , 

hand-dug V.Jell is very dangerous v.Jithout the rings because the walls 

collapse. But .. you know .. one time we had a problem after we finished a v,.1ell: 

'Ne forgot to give the well to the t:l-tf(• Ji,flhH.1_'._f oificially_. so he wouldn't let 

the people use it! V1le v,,1ere very busy and I guess V•le forgot. 

One of my bosses, t11e Area Coordinator. v-.ras fired because he made 

too 1nany mistakes with t11e t:.-~-L9-:-) }JU(J.lJ_g One time the governor ordered a 

plane to come get him but the plane \qas cancelled and t11e Area Coordinator 

clidn 't tell him and t11e governor ~,1,1ent out to tl1e airport and t11at made him 

very mad. 

I think most of t11e ~~~mericans made a good effort to learn about Laos. 

Many learned how to tau.:. .. but only three I knov,,1 learned t(, rea,j and ~ .... ,rite 

Laotian. But Laos is a difficult place because there are mayt>e 15,0 languages_: 

when you find someone who speaks Lao maybe you can't understand hirn 

because he speats wit.Ji a Hmong accent or sornething like that. ,.::,.lso, we 

have some formal language .. too . For example, the royal family, t11ey use 

different ~Nords. Tllat's why it's good the Americans had Laotian field 

assistants so thev learned to understand U-1e situations to C(>mmunicate well , ' 

v1it11 the local leaders. When I -v,,,as a field assistant I al\hrays thought my boss 
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and I should become one person, to run like one person. \1le talked a lot late 

at night and learned to get along together an(l try to avoid mistakes_: I felt 

protective of them_. you kno,..v, like a mother and fat.her. 

•••••••••••••••• 
Rugust 13, 1961: East Germany closes Berlin border and begins building 
the wall. 

October 8, 1961: The three princes meet at Ban Hien Houp and nominate 
Prince Souuanna Phouma as Prime Minister of the proposed prouisional 
gouernment. 

•••••••••••••••• 

The "countrv team" in a US Embassv Tvvas modeled on a board of 
' ' 

directors of a large corporation. It v.ms presided over by the Ambassador 

who acted as Chairman of The Board. It had more or less sovereign 

representatives of Vilashington departments and agencies wh(, represented 

the interests of tl1eir headquarti?rs, and it functioned to provide collective 

leadership, as well as harmonious direction to the execution of American 

policy abroad. With a little luck and good management, it did all these tl1ings 

effectively. But during the last years of tl1e Eisenhower period Laos became a 

horrible example of ho'N conflicts_. confusion and catastrophes can ruin the 

idea. 

Problems were particularly acute V1Tith the free-wheeling activities of 

the CIA, VvThich manipulated its ovvn favorites on the Lao political scene_. and 

the United States military, whict1 used its assistance programs to influence 

tJ-1e military and pc,litical balance in the country. The climax to all t11is 

confusion came in 1960 v1hen a military coup resulted in political divisions 



among the Lao .. 'i•Vitl1 t11e Department of State supporting one faction .. Vv'llile 

tl1e CIA and ttie Department of Defense supported anottier. 

Sl1ortly after Kennedy assumed off ice in 1961 .. he issued a Presidential 

Letter addressed t:> all Ambassadors abroad. This letter radically changed 

tJ1e Country Team concept of representation in otl1er countries to one in 

v,,hich the Ambassador was placed unequivocally in charge of all official 

personnel operating V•Titl1in the country of his accreditation - except for ttiose 

military units tl1at were stationed or deployed components of a unified 

command. It vlasn't until ttie middle of 1962, hov,,ever. that events 

permitted the establishment of a truly revised system in Laos. Up until tl1at 

time, the country v-,as caught up in a civil war and tl1e primary focus of 

attention vvas on the Geneva Conierence on Laos. 'Wlien I became deputy to 

Averell Harriman I came t,:> laww almost all t11e important personalities in 

Laos as well as tl1e prominent memt,ers oi the Kennedy Administration 

concerned With Laos. 

At some :point, I t>EKame t11e person primarily responsible for selecting 

the leaders of tl1e new Country Team that ~Nould go to Laos after tlw Geneva 

settlement and for assuring that the7 v,,ere c:ompatible with one another. I 

'i.\/3.S given sort of carte blanc:tie to get 'iiv11om I ,....,anted for it. and I persuaded 

Harriman to take my old friend, Leonard Unger, as Ambassador. I'd arranged 

for Unger to come and have luncl1 ~Nith Ave and me at t11e sports clut) and 

afterwards we went for a s~Nim. I thougl1t., let tlwm alone for awhile 'Wtiile I 

~.-vent off for a sWim at the ottier end of the pool. I remember svvimming up 

ti) Unger ancl asking, "Well, did he ask you 'Wtiether you wanted to be 

Ambassador?" He said, "No, he hasn't said a tl1ing, yet." And so we swam 

around for a little longer, finally, Len and I v-.1ere standing tlwre and Ave 



c:ame s-i; .. vimming down (remember, he ,111as about 75) - and puffing out oi the 

\Af.1.ter, sort of draining llis face_. and said, "You V•lanna be Ambassador?" 

Unger said, "11k- .. ~- ~c.ty .. ancl how he got him in there. 

Then I got Bill Law in there to be the Army Attac:he - I t110ught it 

highl), important t11at we get a military attache ~Nho knew t11e Lao and 

wasn't going to "Ramt)o .. out there. He was lieacling a c:ounter-intelligenc:e 

unit out of Chicago, so I got llim brought t,:> Washington and Ave talked to 

him and said he looked like the kind of guy v,,e'd lite. I told Bot> 

MacNamara.. and he said fine, and sent instructions to t11e Defense 

Intelligenc:e ,A.gency, But they already had a guy wllorn tt1ey had been 

training for a year or so. 'Nhen some major general called to say it couldn't 

t·u ··1··,1·1.::, I C··::.1·c1 'ATP.11 1·t•,-. t,f>1·11c; c1,·r1u iJ. r-1··1 ·1 ·-- ct1·1·p,,·t·,r -·,f tll.::, ~1·,1 nr,,c;r•=·~1 I g·,,t )'\.----; I._ I,_. '-· > ._ .. _\ } \"i .... , . -=I .• · b - .) '\.• . J. .L.i. 1,_ C-.·=· ''I.; ._ ..... )._.... \_. '\.• 1-\. \. r- ..... C• '-'.,UJ ·' 1·-· • 

Charlie hfann •y1,1t10 \•\Tas on vacation visiting some friends in Trieste. 

So I got this an set up because it v-.1as understood t11at in anotl1er two 

years I v-,ould come out and replace Unger. In tlle meantirne_. LE-J got ied up 

with ,;lietnam and didn't v,,ant anything to do , ... Jitl1 it; he want~cl to run the 

Great Society and let Max Taylor run the \lietnam sllov._1_, so he decided to 

make Max ambassaclor and let llim • .,,.,rite his ovvn ticket. Westmoreland 

would report to llim and he could take anytJody from t11e government he 

,;.,.,anted. He chose i\lex Johnson, who was tl1en the Undersecretary of State 

for t11e Far East, as his deputy, and lie called me to go out as his Chief of 

Staff- and I t~-:ild him I was already designated for Laos. Just come for a 

month, l1e said. it w--as going to be a different sort of organization - an 

ambassador v-lho v,,as not only going ti:) run an embassy, t>ut also in charge of 

a military organization. So five months later. I finally got out. In the 

meantime. Unger ha,j to ~.,.,ait. 
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DDODODODODDOD • D• 
October 15, 1961: State of emergency declared in South Uietnam and 
President Ngo Dinh Diem uoted eHceptional powers by the National 
Rssembly to make laws by decree in all matters concerning national 
security. 

December 11, 1961: Kennedy sends the first combat-leuel troops, 400 
helicopter crewmen, to South Llietnam. 

December 14, 1961: The three princes meet at the Plain of Jars and 
reaffirm the Zurich and Ban Hien Houp agreements and agree to meet in 
Llientiane to discuss the formation of a coalition gouernment and end 
the fighting that has continued throughout the Geneua Conference. 

DDDDDDD •• o• oo • oo 

There were three "internal agreeements" 'Nllich ~ .... ,ere included in U-1e 

Geneva Settlement. Until you got the Zuricl1 and Plain of Jars Agreements 

{the Ban Hien Houp agreement vva.s basically an agreement to get to an 

ag-reement) vou couldn't 0 et a government oi national union t1.:) sig-n the 
·,J O ._. '-' 

Geneva Agreements. And 'v'lhat this amounted to vv1as tl1at all three factions -

the Patl1et Lao under Prince Souphannavong, tl1e Neutralists under Kong Le., 

{and his mentor, Prince Souvanna Phouma), and the Rightist under Phou.mi 

Nosavan {and Prince Boun Oum), v.Jould have a tripartite arrangement -

decisions had to l)e macle in concurrence, and that gave t11e North 

Vietnamese a veto. And ii tl1ings vvere going to be done b;· a majority, V•lell, 

the North VietJ1amese had that by eiiective contJ·ol over t11e PaU1et Lao, and, 

at least a good hold over Souvanna Phouma and the Neutralists. 

In order to conduct an investigation oi violence the International 

Control Commission (ICC - set up by tl1e Geneva Agreements) had to have the 

P0 rm1· •=-c-1· ci•l 01· +11,-.. R r-, ~r-::-.1 La<i I, (°l'T ~1·1·1rr:1"'+i1t (R L,~ I I'\:y.,r 0111· 1· nt "'rprAt:.at• /ill ,1 r:-• C-V •J·J ..-l i.,. 'v' 1...,./ v.. ., .J.,,. \.,, ir;::-1. _. . J_ •. 'l(., ·, ,. •;..A. vV .,,. ._. ._.J. • ., .~1-\.:.,_, 
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assent for tlie ICC to conduct an investigation whenever it want.eel to. :E>ut 

that ,..vas not Nortli Vietnam's interpretation. They said that a request must 

come from the RLG and tliat request cannot come unless all three faction::: 

agree. 

Our role v-,as t::.i make sure these agreements resulted in wliat v-,e 

v-.ra.nted v-mich was basically to neutralize Laos and not to get our ov,m 

military forces in. At the time, people thought of having a greater integration 

betvveen tl1e two armies of the Right and the Neutralists .. but there were no 

illusions at)out getting the Pathet Lao inti:> t11e Royal Lao Army. Clearly, it 

was a North Vietnamese slrnw. And, t;:;o. it v-ras Thailand we were concerned 

about. They used t) come around vvhining about vvhat was going on in Laos 

and that it was very dangerous. Remember, we were, not at tl1at point 

(1961-62 ). sufficiently involved in Soutl1 Vietnam .. nor did we see that the 

Nortl1 Vietnamese utilization of Lao territory vvas at that time a key aspect. 

The major concern which Bangkok had v,ras primarily for tl1e Northeast - it 

v,ras Vietnamese connected and fed tl1rough t11e "short-line" at Thald1ek 

vvhere Laos is verv narrow and it's not far from the Vietnam border. You had 
' 

a school going in Hanoi vvhere there were Lao and Vietnarnese instructors for 

people coming in from Nortl1east Thaiiand. Many of these people were etlrnic: 

Lao. but also of mixe,j No,)d: 'lietnamese-Thai, Chinese-Thai. •8.nd the 

Chinese at that point were t11e dominant faction vvithin the Thai Communist 

Party. The Thai military v,.1as it::hing to get in (Laos) from the beginning and 

Vle wer~ trying to keep tl1em out. Vv'hen we did begin to let them operate 

somewhat .. it was all in a clandestine vvay, and, t>asic:ally_. in protection of 

Thailand by letting them have an advanced position in Laos. 



0000000000000000 

Janurary 29, 1962: Test ban talks between the United States, U.S.S.R. 
and Britain in Geneua c:ollapse after three years. 

January 18, 1962: It is announced that the Uietnam People's 
Reuolutionary Party had been formed by "representatiues of Marwist­
Leninists" in South Uietnam at a conference on 19 December 1961. 

January 19, 1962: The three princes meet at Geneua but reach no 
agreement because of objections by the right-wing group. 

0000000000000000 

International Volu.nt'3.ry Services didn't have any formal language 

training in those days - this would t1ave tieen around mid-1962 . I \\tas given 

a young fellow by ttie name of Rabi en for my assistant. He helped me learn 

Lao. We learned to read and write by studying t.11e Lao characters and all 

their comt,inations. Soon after.. I got involved in a couple of programs in 

Vientiane. One was ¼ith a guy by the name of Lawry v ... ·ho had come over to 

develop a rat control program for the rice fields. 

Every seven years .. or v.,hatever. you'd have a rat infestation and it 

would ·v'lipe out everything. He had a l)ig mixer that he'd made dov1n in 

Bangl(Ol( in which we'd mix the rat t,ait and then ship it out to the provinces 

along wit11 instructions and suggestions on how to use it. What you'd do was 

mix t11e poison v ... ith rice and fish oil - and a little charcoal to mal(e it lool: 

ugly so no one v ... ·ould eat it - and put it inside a bamboo tube. The rat v-lould 

go insicle and it worked pretty well. 

Then at one point, I worked vvith Harold Volkner to delouse Hmong 

refugees Vlitl1 DDT. It came in 100% strength in barrels and Vle'd dilute it 
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with takum powder - I can't recall the mixture. Anyway, we ,,\lere living in 

tliis building over on tl1e road by tlie Mekong River and we had those square 

woven hemp mats all over the floor::: and tt1ey vvere infest.eel with fleas. So 

~,1,re took some of this pow(jer home - 100% strengtli - and spread it all over 

tl1e place. We had enough sense not to go around t)arefoot .. t)ut it sure got rid 

of the fleas. Remember: Nobody knew tl1en tt1at it ,qas bad stuff. 

You see, I ·01as tl1e original "generalist" witli IVS - my major in college 

'1-Jas political science - so tl1ey also gave me tl1e job of supervising rice drops 

out at the airport vvith Air America - at least until the Geneva ii..cc.-xds v,,ere 

put into eif ect. At tl1at point USi-.ID had to get out of tlle rice dropping 

business because it was sort of lite ::mpporting tlle vrar and USAID wasn't 

suppose to be doing tl1at anymore. Vvlwn they closed tl1at down - and I went 

up to Lu.ang Prabang - tt1ey turned it over to the CIA. So for awhile tt1ere. I 

vvas working V•Titt1 tl-ie CIA because they were dropping rice off to the 

guerrillas - the teams out there who ~.,.,ere doing tl1e actual fighting. This v.,ras 

ironic in a sense and caused me some consternation. 

I \h,7ent over to Laos as rny alternative service to tlie draft. ancl here I 

\.\18.S trading planes wit.ti the CIA all tt1e time. I was dropping rice to civilian 

refugees - there·s nott1ing \.\7rong vvith that - and tlie CIA v ... ·as dropping rice 

to tl-ie military guys. But vvhat caused rne tlw prot>lem was, t>ec:ause we only 

had so many airplanes, ancl just so many people, ancl so muc:li rice, I ~Arou.ld 

sometimes have to borrow a plane from them in order t:i get all my ric:e out 

in time. In return I would liave to loan U1em a plane. We had at least one 

C-47, often two_. and sometimes U1ree of them dropping rice all day long, 

seven days a weeks. Tlwy carrie(l six tons on each loacl. So in a way, I was 

(lirec:tly cooperating •vv•itli tliem. I managed not to face it fully t)ec:ause I was 
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busy doing iour or five of these jobs simultaneously. I ~Has a~ . .1,1are of it, but I 

didn't have time to sit clowT1 and ... I knew the alternative ,,\1ould be to just 

go home. 1 figured, well, 1 don't really believe tl1e end justifies the means, 

t)ut, in t11is c:ase 1 wasn't sure whether getting rice t::> tl1e refugees wasn l as 

important as the flip side. Tedu:J.ically, I was involved directly 'Nith U-1e 

civilian families and whetl1er ! was doing it, or someone else was, it was 

sometl1ing that needed t-) be done. 

•••••••••••••••• 
February 8, 1962: Military Assistance Command (Uietnam) (MACU) takes 
the place of MAAG (Military Aduisory Assistance Group). By mid-1962 
American strength in South Uietnam totals 12,000 men as compared 
with under 700 in 1961. 

May 6, 1962: The town of Nam Tha falls to the Pathet Lao in the north­
west prouince of Laos. 12 American aduisors euacuate by helicopter. 
4,000 Royal Lao Gouernment troops scurry towards the Mekong Riuer to 
get to Thailand. 

•••••••••••••••• 

•8• couple of years aiter my fatl1er ·s trip to Luang Prabang, a fevl young 

men from ot11er villages, and our o~.A1n village, tiegan to propagandize 

evervone al)(>Ut t,uilding an airr-,lane ru.n~.-\1av on tl1e nwuntain top,. Thev said , r:., I I 

the ~Nhiteman·s steel-eagle ~Hill land and tl1en fly from one mountain to t11e 

other and make a bridge just like tl1e spiljer. Every man in t11e village took a 

couple of days off from his work to help t11ose younger men do tl1e ·work. 

About a montl1 later, a small airplane lancled and it v,,as the first time 

;::.v;::.rv.-··11;::. c--:.~AY t1'1;::. st···.::.1 i::-1,-.-1.::. i'l'·,.:;,::i. 1-i,1 -- . -· , J _. v•CJ. ,v WJ ·-· ·- -~--- v'=--6 ·-· ·-· l_ .. _ -· ~,. . 



Tlw wt1iteman sent a couple of Tl1ais to tlle mountain top to t)uild a 

military camp ancl to recruit all the young men in tlle village to be soldiers. 

Tliat vvas tl1e end of our :peaceful , .. ,,ay of life. 

0000000000000000 

May 17, 1962: Kennedy announces the ordering of additional troops to 
proceed to Thailand at the request of the Prime Minister. He stresses 
there is no change in US policy to Laos. 1: In a communique issued after 
the Thai Foreign Minister's uisit to the US in March, the US had 
reaffirmed that it mould fullfil its obligation to Thailand mithin SERT0 
without waiting for the other signatories to act.) 

June 2, 1962: In a special International control commission (ICC) report, 
the Canadian and Indian delegates Ohe Polish delegation abstained) 
find that there mas euidenc:e to shom that armed personnel and 
supplies were being sent from North Uietnam into the south to carry out 
hostile actiuities in uiolation of articles of the Geneua Rgreements. It 
also takes the uiew that the establishment of a US Military Rssistance 
Command in South Llietnam in February, as mell as the introduction of a 
large number of personnel beyond the stated strength of MRRG, 
amounted to a factual military alliance mhic:h mas also prohibited. 

Jun 11-15, 1962: Students for a Democratic: Society 1:sos) holds its 
national conuention at Port Huron. The II Port Huron Statement II is issued 
calling for a focus on the neglected problems at home after a 
generation of cold war obsession. 

July 23, 1962: Geneua Rgreements formally signed to establish a nem 
settlement in Laos. R statement of neutrality by the nem Laotian 
gouernment (established by the three princes on 23 June), and a 
declaration signed by the other 13 attendant nations affirming their 
intention to respect the souereignty, independence and neutrality of 
Laos are incorporated into the agreeements. R protocol is also signed 
mhich arranges the withdrawal of foreign armed f orres from Laos. 

October 23, 1962: Kennedy orders blockade of Cuba during missile crisis. 

0000000000000000 
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I was in Hong Kong from 1960 to 196.3.. and as one of the few officers 

tliere wlio knew Frencli_. I was asked to get to know tlie various Frenc:li­

speaking people in U1e consulates, and some of U1em vl!ere from Laos. 

Pl1oumi Nosavan ·s brotl1er had ju::t been named Counsul General tliere 

because that \.\;ras a key place for many of the top Lao to launder their 

money, to buy tl"iings and have them shipped home un,:ler our ai(l program 

and SUcli. 

When he first arrived, I invited him to 1ny place for dinner, and 'N1ien 

l1e came he said tliat had be known there was such a long flight of steps lie 

v-,ould have declined tlle invitation. An example of trie straightfor\,\;rardness 

and basic l10nesty of ttie Lao - no Chinese v .. 1ould have ever said that sort of 

thing. 

Not long after this, Mike Forrest.al, who v-1as v.mrking on Asian Affairs 

witti the Natfonal Security Council, vvas coming through the Far East on bis 

way bact. from ·vietnam and called up (,hle had been c:lassmat.e::; at Exeter 

arKl I looked fonvanj to seeing liim again). So I met him at tlie Star Ferry 

and toot llim up to my place. I'd just given him dinner in my l:>eautiful lwuse 

overlooking t>otri the !rn.rbor and ttie bay t:> tlw soutl"i - ttie highest private 

liouse on ttie peak in Hong Kong - and we'd had good food by a goo,j cool-:, 

and we were sitting by the tennis court, looking at tlie t>lue Cllina liills an(l 

talking at,out l1ov-1 fa::;c:inating Laos ,,1,ras. An(l then tie says sometl1ing at>out 

liow it really \.\;ras trie place I ought to be. I t(>ld hirn ttiat ttiis ,ol/3.s a gross 

ingratitude on his part - after having shared my hospitality and seeing hovv' 

splendidly set up I was - t.11at be was going to try to send me off to a place 

vvay up river. P.-ut tie said we needed more people up tl1ere. Six or seven 
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montlis later .. I was not surprised to find that I was going to be posted in 

Laos .. in the political section of U-1e Emt)assy. 

~Nhen I arrived in July of '6 3. '-1>1e had a double t.ask of f;upporting 

Souvanna Phouma .. to neutralize thmgs his way, and we had_. there! ore .. to be 

supportive of the military side of t11is_. which meant often .. trying to persuade 

Souvanna that tl1is v,.1as a key aspect to keep neutralism going bis v.ray. Tl1is 

was part of t.ne Harriman perception tliat Souvanna Plwuma would l)e 

someone ~Nho ~Nould come over tc, our side - witli all of his people with him -

and he wanted that. In otlier words. he felt that Souvanna v-1as a capable 

person and tliat he could rally a broader spectrum of support from t.ne Lao 

tl"1an could people like Phoumi Nosavan for whom Harriman had tlie greatest 

..--r·1·1t;:.11·1nt 6 nd tJ·11·,~ , .. ,-::..:: ·::. ~;:,,;1 r·,·::.1·t ..-,f ..--,111· ···f•..-·,rt 
,. •• .} v r-· .. .A. .A. \.. -=- (1 ...... ._. u . .1 ... ..., / .r-·'-'- · ._. ·-· - ~ l --- ... 

Anotlwr important part v\73.S to make sure that we'd retain sufficiently 

close contacts with the Lao 1nilitary, to t)e able to support tliem where tliey 

needed support on the Rightist military forces .. and try to get assistance also 

OVi;;>r to the Neutralist.i:;_ The break hacl already t.al-:.en place in t11e Plain of 

Jars and the Russians had alrea(ly shut off supplies to Kong Le and tl"1e 

Neutralists, svvitc:hing it to the Patliet Lao and tl"1e Vietnamese. 

So i;,qhat you get is the U.S. believing that Souvanna Phouma v,,1as tlw 

best solution and tlw neutralization - v,,e were not going to utilize Laos 

against Vietnam .. or anyone else - would mate sure 0U-1ers v,,1ere not using 

Laos eitl1er. When I got t.nere, one of tlie principal things to be debated was 

how we would get U-1e Royal Lao Air Force going again. Ttie whole question of 

tlle introduction of military equipment and tlie rest of the cease-fire. This 

meant setting up things v._1ith General Iv1a in Savannathet. and crating up tl"1e 

.... ,., ·j 
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remaining 6 T-6's 'Nhidi cou.ldn lily ancl stiipping them out oi the country so 

t1"1at 6 T-2o·s could be brought in to replace them. Of course, we eventually 

brougllt. in many more_. tt1is is 11ow escalation v.,1orks - you t)egin small - and 

we even usecl ~:ome Tl1ai pilots at t1"1at parti(ular time because it v-.1as difficult 

to get enougl1 Lao pilots. By using some of tl1e nortlwast Tl1ai tl1ey could t)e 

passed as Lao t)ec:ause ti"1ey c:oulcl speak tlw language. But tlw major aspect 

was tl1e equipment: l1o~N could you. get T-2o·s in? It meant tl1at we 11acl to get 

Souvanna Pl1ouma·s approval, 'NE> l1ad to get tl1is to look lite a one-for-one 

and tlwrefore not an increase in military equipment l)ec:ause tliat •y1,1ould be 

contrary to tl1e cease-fire agreenwnts, the Geneva Accords etc:._. etc:. We had 

to get tl1ese so they could begin again to t,e used for areas suc:11 as Attapeu 

ancl Saravane wl1icl1 were under attack by tlle Nort11 Vietnamese. 

•••••••••••••••• 
January 2, 1963: UPI reports that 30 Rmericans haue died in Uietnam 
combat. 

Rpril 1, 1963: The Laotian Foreign Minister, Ouinim Pholsena, is 
assassinated. Prince Souphannouuong and Phoumi Uonuichit, two 
communist ministers; mithdnnu from the gouernment in Dientiane. The 
Prime Minister, Souuanna Phouma, holds their portfolios in case they 
return. They neuer do. 

April 2, 1963: MacDonald's has sold more than one billion 15¢ 
hamburgers. 

June 26, 1963: Kennedy deliuers his "I ch bin ein Berliner" speech at the 
Berlin Wall. 

•••••••••••••••• 



I felt that it was a ieatl1er in my cap to t)e transferred to Laos t>ec:ause 

tl1ey were wit.hdrav,,1ing tl1e attactie offices from Vietnam and sending all the 

dependents home. I knew Ambassador Unger because I had been accredited 

to Laos and I usecl to go up tl1ere once a month wtiile I was attac:he in Saigon. 

I knew it was a very primitive place but I v1tas very glad to be going up 

there because I tl1ink AmN1ssaclor Unger vv1as certainly well avv1are that Laos 

was t•eing used to transport supplies do•y1,1n into South Vietnam. And in his 

opinion, altl1ougl1 Vientiane vvas, at that time a very peaceful city, very 

remote from U-1e activities going on in Vietnam_. that things '\ .... 1ere going to 

heat up in Laos, and tl1at we should certainly have an •11.ir Attac:l1e - tliere 

~Na.s an Army Attac:he tl1ere - because of the expanding war tl1at ,;Nas going 

on do,AJn tliere in Vietr1am. 

When I would go to visit Laos from Saigon_. I v._1ould alv,,ays have a 

conversation with the Ambassador_. and also with the Laotian •6.ir Force 

people_. including tl1e commander .. General Ma. General Ma, I think, had a 

very good understanding about 1Nl1at v,.,as going on - he v .. 1as very anti­

communist - and he v,,ould tell us about Laos being used by tl1e North 

Vietnamese .. but he didn't have anytl1ing to bad: it up. In other words, we 

couldn't evaluate ,;Nllat he was saviw:•_ , t• 

You see, in Laos you were a Nortl1erner or a Southerner and tliey 

pretty muc:b stuck t1)gether. General Ma was a Soutl1erner. Ille generals in 

those military regions clown soutl1 11a,j a lot of intelligence out int,:> U-1e 

panl1andle wtiere tlie Ho Chi Minh Trail existed .. and Ivla was very close to 

tl1em, induding Prince t=•Oun Oum, wllo iived ,jc)'wn there in Pakse. Prince 

Boun Oum had a very good intelligence networl:. for a Lao, ancl seemed to 

have a lot of contacts. I 11ad several long conversation::: witl1 11im and he 
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would tell us, over and over .. that all tlw supplies were coming clown througli 

Laos. But tlie generals with tl1eir outposts on tlw western side of ttiat boot .. 

were content to just maintain tl1e outposts as tl1ey weren't anxious to get in 

any conflict with the Nortl1 Vietnamese coming cl0Vvt1 tl1at trail. 

•••••••••••••••• 

I first went to Laos in February. 196.3 v,Tlwn I was in tt1e middle of tl1e 

4tl1 grade. The American School at K-6 vvas just one small building and there 

v..'ff!:re very fevv kids in each grade. There was little for kids to do but I liked 

it better than the States. I tl1ink this is mainly because there vveren l many 

kids tl1ere to begin vvitl1 and you had more in common in a sense - we were 

all in the same situation and you made f rieni:..is \.\Tith each otl1er or you didn l. 

1v1ore kids came the longer I stayed, but tl1ings didn't change too much. 

P.efore tl1ey put air conditioning in the classroorns at t.11-S- school, 'Ne 

went to sc:liod from 7:.30 AM to 12:.30 in the afternoon. It '\"l'a.s \•Vay too liot to 

stay in scliool in tl1e afternoon. T11e i~in1erican Conununity Association pool 

, .• ~::.1.c· ()!16 T)l·::.1.-<.."••·· hfA''i ,-,..-. +-') +;1·1r·-=·t ~::.1.11 t1·1A t.1·1·11··· if t·1 ··,t f··- 1· thA A+;1t.1·rP. r..ft"'r11'\()11 ~HA 1v '- ._, ._ v r- ""' .J:J .... , ._. ,._ 6 '-.-' v._. L ._., ._, • \.i ._. ~ .• .1.... ... '·-· ,_. ,&. 1..,.1 _. ... ..... .1J _. ,:1.J. ·"v 1._ • ._ . ,·~ v 

l1ad a teen club and since we didn't have television or radio ttia.t·s vvhere 

most of U1e kids would hang out - playing cards, ancl ping pong_. listening tf) 

recorcls_. and reading comic book::: v1ere t11e big thing. Vve vv•ere al'vlfays t)ehind 

on the current music from tl1e States so tl1e summertime ,;,.vas really great -

tl1e older kids woulcl (ome over to see tl1eir parents and bring tl1e late::::t. 

music:. T11e i·.CA also showed movies in tl1e afternoons and since it was only 

twenty-five cents, v,.re sav1 a lot of U1em - and some over and over and over. 



\l•le had to boil our '"1ater all t11e tin1e and t11en run it t11rough a iilter 

system t)efore drinking it. Then we'd fill up v,,ater t)ott1es for tl1e 

refrigerator. It alv.rays toolc some getting used to v-?!wn ·we'd cor.ne t)a(k tf, 

the States and you hati to learn tl1at you could drink water out of tl1e tap 

again. V•le also hacl to soak fre~J1 vegetables in dilute,i c:lorox tl1en really 

rinse tl1em off before we coulcl eat tlwm ravv - like salad and tl1ings. Fresh 

mill=: vvas sometl1ing you i:jidn l get U-1ere. We could get quart cans in tl1e 

commissary sometimes or cans of frozen milk that you addei;.i water to, like 

making frozen orange juice. Tlwy t)oth tasted just awful. I got used to 

drinking iced tea all t11e time .. and to tl1is ,jay, I hardly ever drink tea 

anymore. 

•••••••••••••••• 
Rugust 5, 1963: U.S., U.S.S.R. and Britain sign the first nuclear test ban 
treaty. 

August 28, 1963: Reu Martin Luther King's "I haue a dream" speech 
concludes the march on lllashington. 

August 30, 1963: U.S. - U.S.S.R. hot line is installed. 

•••••••••••••••• 
September 10, 1963: In the presence of the British and Souiet 
Ambassadors, Prime Minister Souuanna Phouma and representatiues of 
the Neo Lao Hak Sat llao Patriotic Front) meet and it is agreed that the 
NLHS should remain in Uientiane and that their security tuould be 
guaranteed by General Phoumi Nosauan in collaboration tuith the ICC. 

Nouember 2, 1963: South Uietnamese President Ngo Dinh Diem and his 
brother, Ngo Dinh Nhu, are killed in a coup d'etat by military officers. 

NoL•ember 20, 1963: U.S. Rrmy military personnel in south Uietnam 
number 16,800. 

Nouember 22, 1963: John F. Kennedy assassinated in Dallas, Te Has. 



•••••••••••••••• 

Tliere were five of us kids_. including our granclmot1"1er_. too. People 

were quite impressed witli our luggage alone. Wt1en we first got t,:> Laos_. we 

lived in KivI-6 for a year or two_. trien v,,e moved out to Salakoktan_. out near 

Ct1inaitno_. not far from tl1e river. We can rememt)er '\·\Tlien we first got tlwre, 

tlwre -was a whole group of elepliants that walkecl tl1rougl1 Kivl-6. Tl1e 

owners or trainers would stop and let all tr1e American kids conie out and 

look at ·em all. Once we ro(le to Kl-J-9 on the back of one. 

We lived in Laos from 1963 to 1970. I tllink we just accepted t>eing 

tl1ere because we were so young. We had maids and gardeners - tl1ev 
' 

f et(hed and bouglit for us and did our laundry. I tl1ink we were alv,,ays nice 

to them. i~it Christmas time and birthdays we'd take care oi tl1em - like part 

of the family. 

Once we dared our gardener to eat a spicier. So he took off its legs ancl 

popped it in Ms mouth. And they'd take a bunch of grasshoppers and bundle 

them up in paper and torch it tl1en eat tl1em. Also, tliey·d take lights outside 

at nights and go t,y tl1e trees and at.tract all tllose termites and put t1"1em in 

tl1e v..1ater to take off tlieir 'ihlings and then eat tliem. And we had ctiinctrncks_. 

tl"1ose little lizarcls, and ged:os, tlie ones that made tliat noise in the night, in 

our house. This one ge(:ko a(:tually got llold of a broom for a day and half 

until he finally let go of it. 

Two ,jays a week we went for tennis lessons right after we got out oi 

school. This Lao man was an excellent tennis player and had a Fren(h wife. 



V•le rernetnber that lie v,,1as goocl - in fact. very good. His name was \lilay. We 

V?OU.ld clo piano on two clays a week also. 

We .,Nere very dose to the Lao 1-:.ids tliere, 'ih!t1at you vvould call the 

"royal Lao", the Sananikones, etc:. We were black slieep in tlie American 

community t)ec:ause 'Ne v-.1ent out wiU-1 t11em. Surivanh Sananikone 

introcluced us to her friends and 'Ne got involved wit11 U-1em. And v,,1e useij to 

hang out at her house all the time. "\Tole had dinner at their house often and 

we went on picnics, too .• .u.11 of us were the die-hard starters of those sandbar 

parties_. ·cause that v-.ras our beach. V•le v,,alked dovvn U-1e street and over the 

hill and there we were .. rigl1t on U-1e Mekong River . We can remember going 

out and playing on this barge that was out there and it had bomb:;; on it and 

t11ey kicked us all off and my dad had a fit. But we haven't kept in t()Udi 

with those kids_. I guess because we just left. 

We c:an remember wt1en they built the bowling alley and tlie nev,1 tids 

c:ouldnl believe tt1at we·ct lived vlittiout one. Vie wen~ lucky to be getting 

one with five lanes. All you could listen to on tlie radio there was Laotian 

music. And V•le didn't have IvlacDonald's. And instead of going to the Dairy 

Queen, we went to tfo? noodle shop. Bowls and b0'1•\Tl~;! And our friE?nds here 

say: "Noodle shopl Y.lliat were you doing in a nooclle sliopr V•lE? used to eat 

all tlie fruit off tlw pusli carts, too. 

In the 60's tliey v.-,E?re talking about war and stuff in the States_. but 

tliat ~Nas far from us - we weren't tl1inking about tllat. Drugs and peac:e - we 

never heard about stuff like tt1at. 'vVe didn't prote~;t the war because of our 

fat11er - vou didn't embarrass your familv. U-1at's ior sure. It v-.ras a case of . . . 
giving your dad extra points for being good c11ildren . .,Ne i-1ad one person 

.-, ') ,., 
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a.pproac:li us 'With weed, but ,i.,1e said, "No, we ·re in the fourth grade and that 

was it .. _ .. Unfortunately_. v-.1e missed tliat. 

Given tr1e opportunity bacl-: tr1en we would have run aT-1-.1ay and found 

a v,ray to get bad: U> Laos. We didn't like it here v.,hen we returned. and we 

still don't lite this country. V•le're not unpatriotic_. but we ieel Laos is our 

roots. V•fo grew up there, so to be brought over ti:> s,:>niewhere else_. ,,~ras lite, 

a foreign place. 'Ne didn't like it here. We tau: constantly ab(,ut it_. about 

being over there. When we talk at)out our roots, people have a hard time 

understanding tr1at because tlwy can't see the U-1ings that we saw. That place 

had a very profound af foct on us. 

• o •••••• o• ooo ••• 
January 29, 1964: Heauy fighting breaks out in c:entral Laos 

February 9, 1964: Ed Sulliuan hosts the Beatles for their US debut. 

Rpril 19, 1964: Royal Lao Gouernment Generals Kouprasith and Siho 
attempt a coup d'etat in Uientiane. 

July 27, 1964: US ups Uietnam c:ommitment to 21,000 soldiers. 

nugust 2, 1964: The USS MaddoH is attacked in international maters off 
the Gulf of Tonkin by North Uietnamese torpedo boats. US forc:es 
retaliate. 

nugust 7, 1964: Both houses of Congree approue the "Tonkin Gulf 
resolution" supporting LBJ's ac:tion and authorizing further military 
action if needed. 

Nouember 3, 1964: LBJ re-elected by a landslide. 

I managed t() get sworn in as Ambassador to Laos in Novemt>er 1964. 

By tl. --t t1·1·· ,,., li61 1t1·--11·tTT 1·1'.::-ir1 t,. -·--~1··,:::, .- ,~,,:::,11 hY')!"l" 11·r-t-1·~,jel, I n·1c,_u;..,_·_(l l·1·1 t.r. __ l hu.a;_·_l. -.~_1_ . kt . - !1,::- vL-.-. d ,-y l.u.-. -i:J'-.-1,-' IL- -:.t \', -.- - vvt..- 1 -.•·- , v. Y. • v 



Country Team that was almost as deeply involved in counter-insurgency as 

t11e team I had just. left in Saigon. Hov._1ever, ttiere were some sharp 

differences. 

For eY~mple_. V•N: did not liave tlie large military hea(lquart.ers and 

military presence that dorninated American operations in Vietnam. Our only 

military manifestation in Laos ·was a modest attac:he staff. larger U-1an normal 

for such a small country, but not conspicuous for its size. It v-ras able to stay 

that v,;,av becauslc! it acted in ~ffect as 1:11~ forward echelon for a larger I • • .• • • .• • •-• 

military presence in Thailand that acted as our logistics organization and 

provided the suppiies needed b;l Lao fighting forces . Sitnilarly, as we became 

further involved in air support operation in Laos, we had bad·-:-up air staff in 

Tt1ailand tl1at provided planes .. pilots and rescue helicopters t~) support the 

fighting effort. 

D•• DD• D• D••••••• 

"Water Pump" was a very mobile training detachment developed 

down there at Eglin Field, a Special Air War unit. They had all their tJ-aining 

gear packed in such a v,ray that they c:oulcl move from one place to another. 

As a matter of fact. during WW I I .. I was in tl1e Seconcl Air Commando Group 

v-.711ere ,,.le firnt start.eel t11at concept. We moved from India to Burma on one 

day·s notice to start operations. That v,.,as their wnc:ept, so U-1ey moved tl1ese 

training people over to Udorn just like tl1at. They came in as tl1eir own unit 

attad1ed to the 7 i l 3tll to provide operational support for Vientiane. 



The commander of that group when they first came over v.,ras Barney 

Cochran - l1e was a real goer. And I'll never forget v.,1l1Em I first met him, I 

flew over to Udorn, an,j Barney walked out, a sort of heavy-set fella, an,:j I 

told t1im "I hope you. ·re ready tf> go because things are going to heat u.p in 

Laos_." and Barney said .. "T1~re·re lwre to do , . ....,bat.ever you. V.Jant." He vv•as a 

tiger. 

They were operational when tlie Pathet Lao initiated tlieir offensive 

against Khong Le and his Neutralists on tlie Plain of Jars. I remember going 

over to talk witt1 Barney because Generai lvla had tipped us off that tl1is 

operation wouM start. this v,,as about lviay of '64 - we asked Barney if we 

could have some of his training airplanes t) support Khong Le up tl1ere . We 

put t11e Lao insignia on tllese T-2,e.·s in notl1ing flat and.: I've forgotten ho'N 

many planes tliey turned over to us for tlie 01:::,eration_. but I think it was 

about 6 or 7. V•! e flev.,r tl1e pilots over to Uclorn an,j t11ey briefed them and 

they flew l:>ack t.::i Vientiane- all Lao pilots. 

There v,,ere a few missions flo'v\,n up t1wre t,y tl1e Water Pump people 

- I don't remember how many missions 'Nere flo,m1 - Barney Coc:t1ran flew, 

too. It clidn't get out of hand, l:>u.t it almost cli,:j_: tl1ey ,.,vere so eager to 

participate in tl1is. In my opinion, t11ey '·",ere t11e difference bet~ .. 1,1een Khong 

Le t>eing able to hol(l on because tliey came across tlie Plain of Jars ancl 

expectei::l tlie Neutralists to disintegrate. They ,:lidn't. iu1cl I tl1int the Lao Air 

Force did a good 1· ot>. ·-· . 

•••••••••••••••• 
February 3-4, 1965: Another coup attempt in Uientiane against 
Souuanna Phouma's gouernment. Generals Siho and Phoumi uersus 
General Kouprasith. 



On the night oi January -~' 1_. 1965,_. vie hosted a dinner ior 16 at t11e 

Residence. Rumors were that there v.;as trouble coming_ Phou.mi Nosavan, our ,_, 

genial host at a b1rt.hclay party the previous 'Neek, v\13.s said to be plotting a 

coup against the government oi Prince Souvanna Phou.ma. Some oi our 

guests were so nervous thev had tl'.:) be escorted home. For two davs manv u , , , 

things were put on "Pause" - social iunctions v,1ere called oif and there Vv"as 

an 11:00 p.m. curfev,1_ P.ut people 'NEmt to v,mrk everyday and school 'ATaS 

open. 

Februarv "<.rd seemed to be another (1uiet dav. The school bus came bv 
I ._. ""l, ' I 

at 6:30. At our house_. it picked up our children, John, Ivlark_. Peggy, and 

Soraya na Champassak (Who t1ad spent the night "'vvit11 Peggy). The next stl.)p 

vvas tlie Mann's, outside the USidD compouncl. Young Stt:;ie came out at the 

bus· t.)ot ti) iniorm: "You don l go t(i school •.,vb.en there ·s a cour)_" Sorava 
~ t I 

st.ayed at the Mann ·s. but John_. Mark and Peggy were brought back to the 

Residence. Later that morning, Sally lvlann came t1.) see me, and ended up 

taking Peggy back with her t£J play with Susie and Sonqa. 

It v ... ~ts less than an hour later that the iighting be
0
~an. Sudclenlv. there 

I.J '. 

Vlas the sound oi shooting_. the roar oi eiq)losions. Quiet Vientiane wa.s at ,;,1Jc1.r 

Unfortunately_. a goocl deal oi the iighting v.,•as right near the USAID 

compound Soldiers with colored scarves around their necks (thE?.y were the 

loyalists) v1ere all around the Mann's house. Those on the "other side" v..1ere 

not wearing scarves At Susie's suggestion_. the three little girls spent most oi 

the battle hucldled under the stairs - st1e said it ,;,.1,1as the saiest place in tt1e 

Mann's house. 

.-. ~ .. , 
) ... , ·-· __ .,.:.. 



Vv'ilen tlle s!1ooting died down. Charley Mann - tlle US.tl.ID Director -

t11· '1u,:i·h t 1·11· .-. hl'tf.u at·1 ··1 tt·1f'! tr'·1fAf'! c.-1· 1·1c· t ,, •"1l1r n1·-:t .-.P. r·111 1· 1·1r, TT,-. T. ,1·1 ··, l1·:::. tl c-r,,:::.1·1t • I._. t• ., · ,:t VY J. V .., '·.. ._. ~ • ._. _. t:, ._, )-..• !....- 1... C. l_. ... . ._.- ;_,1. ... v 'I .:1 _. 1
1
11

1 l_. .&. •-'- ._ --• J:-· .... . 

r:1·1 ··,.--t .•,f t1·1.::, ··1--;., TT 1·11r1 ··· r,rc· v.:::.rTY r,:::.c-..-,t·1tf1 ll T .1.Yi tt1 "'Il.,., f ···1· 1·1,,t l6 tt11·1•i ti.,1Ar:r·1 0"() .-lll t 1,.. -:• •• 1-.. - .. .,_. "-.. C.l i' · .. -l_.f -.. · ._: - V '/ -.. - ·-•'=-°' .1. :..&. ,_ \"i" .a. J.~ t.:=' 1-.. .I 1,.- _. ~ •• .. .J. 't:, .. -.L ._. C, \. . · 

;:;ir:i·j ·=·-·;::. tl1;::. a···ti..-·,t1 - wpt·,:;:. 0J3..-j tr·,·=····,::, ,Y)p1n:~rn~, (\·=· ·=-i r:rntter ,.-..f fact v11A lrn.rl ~t ·-- ... .... ._1i:::s .•. ,... _ "'-· ,... .. t 1 -· J. -.. - C• """' • ··-· ·-·'=:-' · .. · -.- ·- .I, t·· ·- I . .I, ·-· ·-· .. ,_ ,. ... - • ·-· .._ • -·.• I .... I._ ._ ·-

full house that night. 1vleg an,:! Coky Swank were also tl1ere. The tioys ended 

up sleeping on tl1e c:oucl1es in tl1e lit1rary. That v.Jas tlie nigl1t tl1at General 

Pl1oumi's house was blown up. Since it v.Jas rig11t next door to the Swanl(s 

l1orne it was just as 'Nell tl1at they 'Nere witl1 us. 

By tlle 4tll of February, tl1e battles were over. Phoumi v-tas across tlle 

river in Tl1ailand. And Prince Souvanna·s government was in control, in 

effect, muc:h stronger tllan before. Although we in tlle Embassy tnew tllat 

the situation v,,as 'Nell in hand, many ,)f tl1e town's citizens did not. For the 

t.lP.~-rr 1·AT~T dauc• ,:·tt·P.·a_n·1c- .•,f r,:::.fpo·,:,.,:,.,:- - H·,.:::.1·1· p,~c-,::-,:,.c-,:·1·c_~,1·1c· p1·1;::,.,-j ,-.,fl .~-:::.r+c- ,-·lr-:::.,1,:r+·l ~.a:.,_. .... \"'I ... ,v .,_a.J ...,, -J. ... i_ ._1 \_. ,.,. l.J.c-VV·-• l-llv .,_>,,_,.._1v._1._, . ._, ._. .... .._. '-..-u t;_. ~ 1..-1,, Ii 

l)~, v.Jater t)uffalo - moved steadilv out of t,.::,v._1n, fleeing· soutl1. P.v Sunda~, tlle I ~ . _, I I 

7th_. they were coming tlad: an,j life resumed its normal pattern. For tlie 

diplomats, tl1at meant a cocttaii party at tJ1e French military mission and a 

reception at U-1e Marine House Sunday Nigl1t. 1'-1londay. I took U-1e children to 

the liealtll unit for their shots. P.ut tl1ere ,1.,1as Nle otl1er tllinQ". , ... 

One of my duties as the wife of tl1e Ambassc:vjor was to t,e a part of a 

program for nev,Komers t,:) The 1vlission - "orientation". I l1acl to speak on 

"Living in Laos" .:1.nd tl1e t11ought of it really made my knees shake - to say I 

,,1.,1as unqualified woulc..i be generous. But after tl1e coup attempt, wl1en 

Tuesday's "orientation" program came, I stoo,J up an,J spoke witll 11ardly a 

tremor. 

•••••••••••••••• 



February 7, 1965: In response to a lliet c:ong attack on a US installation 
in Pleku, South Uietnam, President Johnson orders the first sustained air 
attack on North Uietnam. 

0000000000000000 

The Royal Lao i-.ir Force had six T-28's but they'd never been used ior 

bombing. They had .SO caliber machine guns and t.1ey did use tl1ose for 

straiing. But v..Then I ~'3.s transferred up there there v,leff:: 100 100 lb bomt,s 

in a vv•arehouse, but our government v1.rouldnl turn them over to them. I 

tl1ink because tl1ey didn't feel they were capable of handling tl1ose bombs. I 

tllink Ambassador Unger started the policy of keeping the bomb fuses 

separate from the bomt,s - as far as I know. USA ID Requirements Oiiice 

controlled tl1em. The fuses ,;Nere kept in '/ientiane and the bombs in 

Savannakhet - in case any hostilities brote out betv..1een tl1e rival factions 

t,ecause the T-28's Vlould be a battle factor. 

'Ne Vvill never forget the first time we attende,j a party in one of tlw 

homes tl1at w·as surrounded bv a traditional stone v.rall. and the iirst t.hitrn· 
, • 1_1 

v.,e noticed V•lhen vy•e arrived were all t11e armed soldiers vva.lking around 

Vvith machine guns hanging on their shoulders on tl1e outside. And when •,Ne 

V•lent in_. it seemed lilte a prison l)ecause everybody ""1as st3.nding around tl1e 

v.,ralls so nobody ,;,1.1ould t,e behind t11em. And that's tliE~ reason for it - tl1ey 

didn't trust each otl1er (laughter). The Neutralists, t11e Right, and the Left 

were all orbiting in their ovln little circles ... 

0000000000000000 



The wt1ole US Air Force ''lvas a disaster in Laos. They c:oulclnl hit 

anytliing. '0le alv-.1ays hoped Uiat if we had gotten in a jam Uiat the Lao i~.ir 

Force woul,j llave been availaNe. f;ec:ause, num1)er one_. U1ey flew smail 

enough airplanes U-1at tl1ey could see vv1ia.t. tlwy ,;Nere flying over and Uiey 

knew tlie terrain. You c:ouM t3.lk to them in Englisti .. too, t)y tlie v .. ,ay. :e-ut the 

USAF never seemed to know wt1ere it was - for years t11ey ~Nere never given 

accurate information about v,l11ere the friendly lines were in Laos. Anci, 

because v,,1e supposedly didn't have any aircraft in Laos - too sensitive, you 

b1ow - 1 sav,,1 one guy - flying an .A,E-1 - •1ie at Sam Tt10ng becaut:e he hacl 

been denied permission to land at Jvloung Soui! He'd gotten sl10t up over t.11e 

Plain of Jars and even tlwugli tlwy had t11is 11uge airstrip at f-1loung Soui, tliey 

,;Naved tiirn off on his final approach - "You can't land here," they told him. 

When 11e got over Sam Thong he passed out and crashed in the tiills . 

• l;,nother time, 1 saw a guy land at Long Tieng and have no idea wliere 

tie was. He was dragged out of his plane by two American nurses wlN took 

him to a dance at ,;-lang Pao·s house that night and it was a mind-boggling 

experience for him. I mean .. to hin1 .. everytliing norU1 of tlie 1vlekong River 

v.;,as "India.n Territory." So U1at proves vvl1at little information they had. The 

USAF v-,as good at shooting down otlier plane-s, t>ut nothing else. 

• 00000 ••••••••• 0 

The main problem vv~.s t11at Uie Trail was under triple canopy. In fact, 

General Thao Ma took me dov,.,n on tl1e Trail once, my two sons and me, wt1en 

t11ey briefly captured a piece of it - I caught hell from '1n!ashington. It v-1as a 

•..,,,ell-tept road and from a helicopter_. you just couldn't see it. So t11e main 

....... ,[:" 
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problem was not only spotting, but tfo?.n, '-.hlllat tlie i~iF ,;,111as using t,:i try to kiil 

tliem Vvitli, these higl1-spee(l jets, no Gatling guns or anything else - just 5,(.10, 

750 pou.n<l bombs. Tl1ey'cl come zipping in at 700 knots and tniss tl1ings t,y 

hundreds of yards - so tl1at was the big scrap we had betv;een Hymie 

Aclerl1oltz ancl Gen,s.ral Moimar. We used slovv moving planes .. in fact, we 

took a C-130 and pu.t on a 1 OS cannon in tl1ere cross-wise .. anytl1ing tlrnt 

could come in sl(>'#ly and shoot up a truck and basically blo,111 up tt1e engine 

block and put tl1e truck out of business. 

Ba::dcally_. strikes in the Trail were 7tl1 Air Force out of Saigon. Tlle 

intelligence gatlwring on the movernent of convoys were joint, pooled 

operations. If tliese convoys were supplying elements in Laos on tl1e 

Bolovens Plateau, or. moving over into the areas vvest of of Attepeau, then 

H~1r1·11·;::. l:, ,-ji:,1•\-,1 ·")1+7 ',:- ( 1· 1',ur C: fl T /, T(l]] lil t:. !., u (··:.1· ... ('\!. 1· t I .... .I. .I. V 1; 1._. L- ·- 1 ._T .... IJ _} ,.. \! I .... - · ... . .... 1 ... V .... a_~ t:- ~· •. 

The problern was t11at "Spike" Moimar had chairecl a commission 

·vvhid1 produced a report tl1at c:laimed that jet aircraft (:OUlcl do everyt11ing 

for tl-ie i~iir Force, tl1at t11ey c:ou.ld phase out all types of cover aircraft. I guess 

r-1.(ffl -·l1·1·v · 11 ·-1·rr·r·-ft -. •. 1- i:> t,~1· t,-_,-1 t-i C;(·t··-p thAt·· .-1· ,l 1· _,.,_ ' Tr 1· t,-,,.d 1· ·· tft-1·1· o t··· > , . .r-· -u , "1 d. ,. ,:1 ., !:i(..J L . v·,ci l ,,;::- ,l ,.1. ••. _., .• ,::I. •. ,. Il d lU l"v" :/•, i:.1. l <.-, 11..> wl 10 I_! 

do -witl1 tlle ii.ic..ierllolz group. And tl1at was formed at my request because I 

-want.eel some slow moving aircraft - wasting all t11at ammunition on trucks. 

Give me some i•.-1 ·s an,J B-26's, and t11ey did .. and t11ey cut this group and 

n 111t Hy1·· 1·P- A ,1,-,,.1·11olt? 1·r: c-\-,~rcu, ~1·(1 tA tA,·-c- .- t1·t·r: · t··i:,liAU-"'t" 1·1· t1r.1·c- "··· t\-,.:> 1· 'll _r-· l!.... Il V n's... .... l -lkl e,'--, ,:.1. L lv v, d.~- d • Il ._J, . ._ . • , ,:;-. l .Jl ~•. ~·'•.! llv le 

wit11 Moimar .. I found a guy that was sympatlwtic 'ATith me, got the ear of my 

boss, and by-passed Iv!oimar - and h·Ioimar didn't lite being t)ypassed. Tl1e 

'7 i 1 'Hl- T r c· .- -. v·r A\h11· ·::>t ,j1"ffi=,r ·· t· t tt•1· f" 0 - 1·t , 1,1r C· ,1,::,,-·1o·r1...,.t.::,,•j t(·, \-lr c-1· (··-11v ,,T(irk , 1 ._J '-••l o/t. d~, d. !:iCiJ lv l ,:1. . .. , --· e.1,. ·.· • .lt, -· , , .:.f.~• -- .... ::,.b .a ...... -, ··-· t.a.._ .... ,:'.!. 1 ,''{ .•. ·~ 
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The idea to llave the Royal Lao ,ll.ir Force (RLAF) bomb the Ho Chi 

1vlinh Trail first developed at a SEACOORD meeting. Thi::: •.,qas tl1e group 

formed in Saigon consisting of American military representatives frorn 

Thailancl, Laos and Soutl1 Vietnam. It was held in General Vv'estrnoreland's 

staff conference room once a r.nont.11 and inclwjed tlie arnt:,assadors and 

att.ac:!1es fror.n tl10se countries as v,,1eil. The station chiefs [Cli·.] clid not attend 

- this was strictly military. The purpose of SEACOORD was to cooro::linate some 

of tlw military efforts t)ecause they tnew things ,,qere coming into VN and 

V•lhat could Tlia.ilancl an(l Lao::; contribute to tl1e overall effort. Saigon ,.,..,anted 

more tl1an anything ti) interdict tlie trail_: they kne ....... ., tlw main supply line 

I don't remember exactly if it v-ra.s Ambassador Sullivan's feeling that 

politically they clidn't v..rant tl1e USAF to come in at that time or not ... t)efore 

that_. tliey were just running reconnaissance missions. I guess the feeling v,,1as 

that ~Nashingti;)n v-1ouldn't approve of aircraft going in at that time because 

this v,.1ould open a new phase in the v,,1ar and, hopefully the RLAF could do 

enough damage for av.,1hile. The ,A.r.nt,assador ast_e(j me !.i) coordinate this 

V•lith the Lao military region commanders. Col. t-11dgard , . ....,as commander of 

the Savannathet i·.ir Operation Commmand, so he personally contacted the 

people in his region. as v,,1el1 as Patse, and he got tl1eir approval. We had 

originally set up 22 targets - known t1rgets that •.,qe had photography of, but 

tq~ ha··l tn tlLll"l"l t11~ r;h'it'inr-~r)t-,., .. ,,r···r t··, p--~ P1·i1·r1~ ""1·111·-=-t~r·c· ···ff1·--~ n1· v-. .... , '·- ....... . .... 1 •. J. 1•-· ._.1•-·;=- •--r 1~;. -._. ,, ~ 1...... ..J.lt::" .... ..... rv1 ._. ....... ._: 1...1 ,._....... ._. 

(:ourse, tl1at's where tl1ings went awry be(:ause llis offi(e was penetrated. 



Wlien t11e tjomb damage assessment photography was presented at t11e next 

SEACO()RDS meeting_. it ~Nas c:lear that just at1out everyone of tlwse t:1.rgets 

had been dismantle,j l)efore t.1-iey'd been hit. So tlwy knew tlrnt they had 

penetrated tlie plan and moved out of tl-ie target areas. 

I can't remember t11e code name for that first operation. ~,'"le didn't 

feel that it -r.Nas a failure l1ov,,1ever_. because ti1e Mu Gia bridge •,t,,1as the LA.F ·s 

greatest victory - it v,,1as sort of a c:11ote point. I ·11 never forget wl1en tllose 

T -2 f:, pilots landed at Savannatt1et, and this one kid. as he taxied by the 

operation ·s building where we were stan,iing_. just stood up in tiis cockpit and 

raised his thumbs up and said. "We got ti1e son-of-a-bit:::h". They were pretty 

happy. They v,1ere proud of t11emselves. Because it was ti1e first real 

operation they'd participated in. 

•••••••••••••••• 

My powers as ti1e Ambassador were muc:11 larger in nature than in 

ott1er posts and -r.r.1as prot)ably due to a rn .. unt)er of combination of fad.ors. 

One_. Laos v..1o.s so off the v-rall, so complex, so complicated tiiat nobody ti1at 

was not on tiw scene could really make muc:li judgement at)out it_. so tt1ey 

pretty much ldt it to me. Second, I had come t ..... 1 Laos after tv,,o years of 

t,eing a direct assistant to Sec:ret:1.ry of State Dean Rusk .. ancl I ha,j made 11 

trlps to Vietnam ~hitl1 lv!ad'famara. And tlie people w110m I },:_new, ti1e 

Chairman of tile Joint Cllids of Staff. Max Taylor .. ti1e CINPAC Commander .. 

,.ll.cimiral Sllarp, WestJnoreland_. all t11e civilians such as "1vlac" :E:,undy, 

everyt)ody in DC_. tt1e Presiclent. 1:nevv• me quite intimately. whic:11 is ratiier 

l 'll'"!"l C-•l'J -:.1 I t.1·11· n 1-· f01· •:.1.'" .-•• -1 t·;:,;:,1· f -·,r.:.1· OT1 C· .-. t·u1· ·',C. --..1·t1· ,·-,c.1· 1·1•1r• .,i-.;:, ..., ., 11 ·1·;:, kt1(")'i"wl r' .-, L. L.-0 U.11..\ .• ... .f._:, •. : 1
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the Secretary of State if you·re lucky. It was a rather unique situation, i 

tl1ink. And LEiJ clidnl v,.1ant to have anytt1ing to do wiU1 it - about every six 

rnontl1s lie'd call me t)ack and give me more money - 11e v,anted to keep it 

out of 11is liair. 

You see, Laos had been a l1orrible example back in the •iays '-1-Tlwn 

Harrow Smith and Ja(k Parsons and what not were tl1ere; you had military, 

and CIA and State absolutelv at one anotl1er·s throats. So ever,1bodv was , I , 

1-;:,.c·-,1..,;:,.,j t1"1at ti--.,,:,,, '-111{::.f-{::. CJ(·,1·110 t,.., ·j,,-., 1·t r1·,-,ht I knP,.~AT ;::.~1p.1-y1··,."-;j~7r- 1--,--)C-C· Th··-,, ..... _it.... I ._ • ._ ,,L '- --- J.l . .,. .._ ._. .... n ._. r-, .,._. a.. v .,. ')-
0
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knev'.J that if push can1e to shove that they'd l)e U1e one V•lho v,.1ouh:l be 

shoved. My CIA Station Chief ..,qas literally assigned to me by the CIA 

Director who told me he was sending 11im to me be(ause he v.,as a damn good 

man but that he needed to t;e disc:iplined. "I v,,ant you to take care of that"_. 

he said. So I had absolutelv no prot>lems in t11e four ,11ears I was there. It , ~ 

,,i,;r.1s a pretty happy team - I alv..rays feel U1at 'Hhen you '-Nork in a mission 

v.Jith more work ti> go around it keeps everyone i:::ompatible: it's when they're 

not busy that they begin vvorrying at)out their turf. I met V-litl1 all my heads 

of sections every morning - everybo,Jy knew what everybody el~;e was 

doing. 

0000000000000000 

I \Vas in tt1e ... 6 ... rmy in E.angkot in '63. And in '65, I decided to retire. 

And since I •,#as v-1ith tt1e support group that supplied tl1e Requirements 

Office (RO) in Vientiane, I ast;:ed about the possibilities of getting a job v\Tith 

them and I vva.s accepted. I put in for early retirement and v.,rent to Laos on 

tJ1e first day of July 1965. I went into t..l-ie "black" for sixty (jays Vlhich means 



I didn't go through t11e Lao immigration authorities. I v-rent through Udorn .. 

t.::>ok a Helio and fle,;1,1 over t1) V17attay airport in 'Vientiane. i·. fev,.r (lays before 

,··1,1 1·,::,tir;:,1··,,::,1· t ..-1~ t·· I ,,,Y,c,1·1t t,·:,,~k t··1 p.•:.1·1n}'Ck .:-1· ,;:1.-1,::,.-·l ,,11 r11~, n-:.n,::,r·•:· a,··,t 1·1·1·1 .I I ,--.~ ·-· 1. ... 1. ',:.1..-t:', ,,,. , ... ,_'-·• A- _ .. ,_, 5 · • .J :.._. ~· o• _.,. '-' i r-·<-•-1-··-· '-', 1.::,'-· -· ) 

final pay_. ani:j got on the c:onunis~;ary run bac:k t:> Vientiane_. legally. 

V-le warehoused everything in Udorn .• 6.11 our material - you name it: 

guns, ammo .. jeeps, uniforms_. everything - 'Nould come in by tt1ip or plane 

into Bangkok and then be shipped up to Udorn. ~Nl1i::m we wanted something, 

we'd send a message: Send up ten generators or, a thousand guns. Vve didn't 

give tl1e Lao military much control of things because it'd disappear so 

goddam fast. It would be sold right back across U-1e river as fast as it get 

there in Laos! They caugl1t General Kouprasitli and his numt>er one hatchet 

man .. Colonel Bounao_. taking t11ree tv,,10 and a hali ton truck loads of vehicle 

spare parts tiac:k to Thailand to be sold t:i the Tl1ais. And the shit had oniy 

been received two or t11ree days before! The emt,assy gave tt1em a slap on 

the vvrist. 

I alvlavs felt tlia.t. militaril•y .. tal:inQ· it 'v'lritli the 20 ~,·ears I liacl witli t11e 
I • • '..J 

military_. and dealing v,.ritll American officers_. I would have to say tliat tl1e 

Lao v,1ere far too involved v.J'it.11 trying to make money - witl1 all tlia.t 

corruption. And politlc:s. And so they never seemed to 11ave enougli time for 

v,.rliat tl1ey slioul.-j liave been doing_. an\j that v,ra.s (iirec:ting and supporting 

ti·,,::, t1·r-,,-\r-)C' I t1·11·1·1l' 1·t ~.,1·=1·=· tl-'1µ (·(·,1·r1 1 r)ti,··,1·1 t1·,·=1t rluf,::,-:.turl t1·1,::,1·1·1 
,.,, .. ._. • ._ • ._. -· ·-·. • \. ,_. t I , __ ._, ..... ·-· ·-- -.· -'· l•' ·-•4- ··-· ._ • .1\... -· ·- V ·-· \..I,, 1.•V ·- - ·-· . 
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North Vietnamese. In addition, 'Ne •1.1,1ere engaged in a major effort t(> assist 

and develop tl1e e(:onomy of U-1at war-strio:::ken country of nearly three 

million people. 'Ne had a large AID mission there .. many volunteers, ancl a 

wliole covey of specialists in various fields to undertake tllis 'Nork of "nation 

l)uilcling ... 

00000000000000 •• 

We called it Tlie Mission. Vve 'Nere as diverse as t11e v1hole .-\meric:an 

population. 'Ne V•lere not only c:areer bureaucrats, vve V•lere also doc:txs, 

agriculturists.. aviators.. engineers. wareliouse managers.. carpenters .. 

electricians.. teachers and mechanics. There were economists, political 

analysts. and intelligence agents. Our advisor-experts to the Royal Lao 

Government were in narcotks contr<>l. (:ounter-insurgency, customs 

enforcement. refugee assistance, police work, hospital management .. milit1.ry 

supply, public: information. air traffic: control, irrigation. secondary education .. 

agronomy, telecommunications. and ot11er fields. Besides the Department of 

State .. there v,,ere Departlnent of Defense attaches .. people from the .t!..gency 

for International Development, U.S. Information Agency, as well as elements 

oi sucli Federal agencies as Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs., Customs .. Public: 

Roads, and Reclamation. 

As tr1e Executive Officer of US .. 6JD .. my office - Management - ,;..-1as in 

···11·-11·0-,::,. .•)f n1··-· ···t1· , .. :.11u r, 11 t1·1,c, CJ 1nr· (·11·t .... ···t1· v1· ti.c,.c• f '·1· ...... 11·1,::,. l. "1· sc-1· ()1"1 ,~7 A tr1(·1k c•·a. t-,::,. '·-· c.. o ·~ •... r-· C,1,, '--· t.... . ._.. I ,:d.i. -· ·-· ,_, ·- 1-· r--'.... ·-· C.\ 
1
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it used t11roughout tlk country, its motI)r pool(s) .. the warel1ouses. all t11e 



refugee relief commodities pun:t1ases, maintenance ior tl1e office~; and 

11ousing_. mail delivery,. translations, 11ousing, personnel problems, 

proc:urernent of every imaginat:,le kind, on clown to tlle removal of its tras11. 

And one of our most important functions v._1as negotiating \,\1itl1 tlle 

sulxontractors. 

The planes would not t1ave flown except for our llard-nosed 

encounters over the bargaining table in Taiv,,an. v.Titll ii.iir i·.meric:a on one 

side and ?vlanaQ·e1w?.nt's contractin2 officer leadi110· tt1e "customer" team on 
w ·-· 0 

tl1e otller. CIA was one of tJ1e customers, along With USAID and Defense_. and 

altl1ougll the Cli·. also owned Air America tliat did not affect tlle t,xlgll 

negotiations over each year·s c:ontrac:t -- fuel costs. "dry wing" versus "wet 

'"'ling", compositkm of c:rev,,1s_. hazardous flight pay, maintenance schedules_. 

financing of capital outlays, safety ancl security measures. 

ooo •••• o• o •••••• 
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Pral)ang_. tlw royal capital. In iact, I 'y\Tas t11e ii.ineric:an representative 

(altl10ugt1 tl1ere were a couple of otl1er Americans there). This was v._1tien 

tll ' ~, ·11· -~ . ~J' 1·,:,. ·1 tl· ., t i-1- . -11 r p11· . C 1· f: tl1 . La r -, r V . 1·1· t'1. ,::,.11t l Tr 1· · 1· 'l "lC . C hr,::,.1· . e > (. Si...-0 re ,;,-( fo. -· L 1e !:i -·r-) . e._; l . e . ti 2-'-) e li1l_. ,'vrJ e l(. .._ ~;e._; VY,· e 

all short: Vv'hat wa.s suppose to be in tl1e provincial warehouses wasn't. You 

see, for tlle rural ,jevelopment programs - for buiWing ~;choo1s_. digging wells, 

and so f ortl1 - the American aicl program provided primarily roofing ~;heets 

- 1 j h • • • • 1· t -1c ' · llt- - · ·1 t 'lt ~ Tl · ,r-~ r • ·••t- • 11 • • ,· t·~ · · · 1· · · . - l ;:tl (. ..... e111e l ·, ct J) 11 ~; ctW. )(.' '.:,. le '...JJ.'10 ii..1Jf--'~1-f-'ll5S;: .Jle pl ov !Kkt 

governors. t1ad control over tl1ese tl1ings. There ~Nere no inventories and no 
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(:liecl: somet11ing in tt1e Vientiane ·1•1,rareliouse - I don't know liow many tons -

and t11ere ,,vasn 't anyt11ing. iv::tual!y, in Luang Prat)ang, ours ,1-ra.<£:.: in better 

slrn.pe than any of t11ern. But tlwy v-lere all :::l1ort. You see, tlie 

1. ,-. -:;, n ·)11· t1· ···1· ·4 1·1 ,A~1·1 ··· 'r-• .-.- ·•· t .-, l<"'lt ··1f n1·~c;c·l ·11·,,:,c; ·)n 111· 11·1 t ··· 1' .:::.,,:,n ;_:. l(lt. (_)f pP.(iT_il~ 
.:, :_1,. .t· "-. 1••• u. r"i' 1 •. ) .::, t , t.l .· •:t ._ . . · !._. ,r-· ··• -. ._, L ·-· ._ \.. }.) .f~ "-· ._. r·· .\ - - !"' "-· 

happy in his province. And in Lu.ang Prat>ang_. you have the King. Keo 

-i:,lipil:l1one. v.,rho was the hfinister for Social Vilelf are, was close to t11e royal 

family, and tlie King would say_. "Fix the street up, .. and you'd fix t11e street 

up! You never aste(l: "'Nlwre aEi I going t::i get it?" And V•lhen I saw tliis 

going on I -i:Nrote a rnemo because I tl1ought there sl1ould be some kind of 

joint inventory done every year. So I vvas assigned tlie jot) of counting all 

t11 -~ c·tt1f f tt .- t ~ T-- r-- c-t1n nr1•=· .- ,-1 t ··1 1- .- ,r.::, h.:::.,::,t·, 11 0:-0:::.(l 11· t1· i::. ,-. . -.,r c·tr1 1 ,r-+-; ('1" .. -., f ,:-,···1· (l(ll-=· I::" -· -· C• 1,:1 . Vv ('.I..:, -· .r:-· .r:-· ., ._,e ·- .\_. 1.:.1. , ··-· ,_ ... _. ·- L• ._ ,._ ... _. ·- • 1 , 1 v ._.\_,il.• ._, v L~ ,, 1 ··-·· _, ,. 1-.-_. _, 

- an,j a lot of t11e1n ha(l been reported as having t)een completed. But a lot of 

tlwm were half -t,u.ilt. So t.lie hea(l of the Rural Development Division of 

TT<::'A 1r·, -:;,c-1•µ("1 lYl(::,, tr· t-::jl.•..-,, a r-r:,..-,,r·11·· ·)•,~1- t', tt-1.:::. 1r·,i...,.-.. -, l(,f-.·•• 11 .:.,,.,--, r--•11·r·1(::,,tt-11·r1cc 1·1·1 
._ • ._i,1 .L • ~\.._,,l'._.,_. l~ ._. .) ._._\f-a..V '- ~ ,&.t;,"., 1,._J 1,_, 1 

-..· )._.· J.,. V ·1..•.J.JL1{.• .JJ.J'J{.·LJ"i.•:J.J:-E.» -=-~ ._. J.. 0 

µC-C•0::,1';1C·t::. tt-.r, t 1·1° t-1-:;, 'l c;t ··11,,:,11 -:;,11 t'·11· c- c·ttlf f (ll" t,7ac- 1,r1· f1Ci at· "l lt 1· t .-,1·1 ·111,,:,r~ I T,:r--1 •·· v._,._,\.-.lJ·-•\.• .Jlc., .. v lJi_,1-• ._ .\, •• _. 1:J. W ._, ._,_. .• ._. y,,._._, I b .U.,.1_ ·., <., '·- ._. _. •,v,:.;:.,_, 

1·11·-·t .- •7.-·· 1u.-;o- 1v~(::,,1·1 o::·c T,T11--t 1-·-pr,:,,,.-; 'd t,MC· +-t-at 1Jr"'AID w•rt t' ti, ' ·xtr(::,,1··(::,, - .:, .:.t i '·--' ilb .) ,. . ..;, > yy ct • la .r:->v il e yy d~• wk , .)i'"1 e il . ,,) .Ll e e ~ v 11,-

·and put t}·1~1·1· .-)w1·1 t,Y-:.1·µ11···t1c·.:::.c· 1·1·1 ···•rc,1·~7 r·1····,r11·1···µ -~·•·1··1 1-•(::,,r·t c----1.:::. (·'>nt•·-·11 -·nr.:::.1· \.i . \.· ._. t- \'V '-I. ·-· '-.) '-'-''-· ._, ~ \ ·-· i .t·' '-} I J. '·-· ·-· '-\.i. r... .r-.. ·-· .r-·' . ._,I..) \.· ._.\. 'l,i, I'-. "-· ' \.• 

t1.1i:>C·µ t1·11· ~1,-.. ,-. t11.:::.1·1·1•:•.:,1TT µC· 
'-"'-'"'" lJ 0 ·=- \. \.• .._•\.· y v•-•. 

T '1·1.-, . .,J a 1-··t -··1· 1····c·p..-,,.·.t 1·--)1· tl·1··-- ,r·lh;;; .-, ,'- , .... l,-;,•1•;·-··ar1d ,~~-;, .-, l,·T".·,') 11,::.'li,;·-~ t1·1···•• • ,:,.•._. \) • I._} t:°.• ,;:;-\._. · 1, t:' {.JJL1{, J'l>:,{, (LIJ •. 5.:, l • .J.JL1{ . J·~JJ•• LI•• J,5~ ~ '/ 

had fairly good educations; a lot of tl1err1 had even studied in France_, or 

Saigon or Hanoi. To .-::ome- bac:k and live and 'Hort in t11e structure tlley did. 

for no money an(! very little prestige_. caused me to respect t11em quite a bit. 

Prince Boun Oum did a lot of t11at - selling off supplies for building villas an(l 

such - and prol)ably all of them did that to some degree. But for example. on 

my second tour in Thakhek, wt1en •,Ne set up tlie joint control warehou:::e .. I 



expected to do a lot of entertaining an(l his salary certainly wouldn't pay for 

any of U-1at. So ~..v11at. we did, t)ecause t11ere ~ .. vas a drit)Ne in of refugees -

some days a lot, some days a little - i::; tl1at he had a little t>uilding by llis 

office where lie had tl1e day-t,:i-day supplies_. and he kept track of tl1at. The 

main v..rarehouse was joint control_. ancl my Lao counterpart that we set U-1i::: 

up v-lith_. vv•oulcl sign out a certain nu.mt)er of shirts atKl ::t.irts ancl ten sacks 

of rice for that little l)uiiding so tr1e governor woulcl have U-1ings to deal with 

!. ~ 1· 111· C· µ1· t . 1·t·:::r j 1· n· .- 1· t C·ttn n11· µC· U ._, ,. l ~ ,-<.\£ l le l .. _, r-· r-· ._ .. _,_ 

•••••••••••••••• 
December 4, 1965: US troop leuel in South Uietnam totals 170,000 men. 

December 24, 1965: LBJ orders Christmas bombing halt in North 
Uietnam. Planes released to attack sites in northern Laos and along Ho 
Chi Minh trail. 

•••••••••••••••• 

M:y mom had been marriecl to my dad for 2 5, years V-lhen lie Vv".3.S shot 

down. I ~Aras 1.3 years old. and !v1r. Duncan_. who had flown v-.riU-1 my father. 

came dovvn to the school and told mv tirotl1er Billv. Then I ,hras called into 
I I . 

Mrs. Stevens· office and they t,:)ld rne tl1at my father ~..vas dead. He had called 

in a !vlavdav about 7: 1 ~ a.m .. I feil ar-:,art. ~h·hen I got h()me. my mom 'Nas ,. ,. - 1....,, . 

Vlaiting outside for me and the Air Amerk:a guy v .. ,as there and a doc:t,:ir just 

in case I needed something. And she t,)ld me tlrn.t_. no .. he's not dead_. he's just 

missing. So tlrn.t tinda gave me a little more hope. 
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HA ~hT:-jC· ·=·t1t,t (l.--,w1-1 1)U r1-,.~.1F1-1.:>l.· 1·1-· T -~oc· ·:.t·,(·,11t s1·v i'11-11·1pc- ·a~ ... 7-:;:,u frr,1'111 tl-1.:> 
·-· I : ·-·--· ·-· ·-· • • .. '". t I .... _1,. .. ·-· .,,. .... -· l ..... L. - .... } u . ·-· -· ·-· ·- ... Ji. J.~ -· ,_. L y·, \.\ I ""i; ·-· 

air force base in Nakorn Phanom. He v.ras stwt dov,m by a Russian heat-

r-.:,.:,JF11-1•-.- 1-1-11·•--c-1,., H1·c-k1·---}-•,::,.t- r.---..t '· 11t .-. L·- -, .-,-11~7 • ,1--- 111n·r·-'1 h1 1t • ••tJ-, t1·-· 11--1---1c-
-:, ,. _. ·u I::• .::•~· ';;'. ~· 0

L ..... 
0

L ,. i s'·-·· ·-· '·-·' ._, ·-· - ,:, ,::.t (_, l::, -· / y\/ l 1,-' _I L-.ul I ... 11::?t_. '·-·' _, . ·Ni i l ::. ct 1 .... ~· 

over liis eyes so l1e (lidnl see any other parachutes. lvly clad, who v.ras \•Vitti 

the Air Force for 25, years, always sat on Ms parac:lrn.te. There ,,,\Jere a fev,, 

sightings tl1at 11e was taken prisoner, onc:e t>y anotlwr Air America pilot wll() 

~.-vas flying over in a smaller aircraft. ancl he sav-l tv,,70 men in grey 1..miforms 

t)eing taken away from t11e (rnst1 site. They coulcln't get in rigl1t away 

because them vv-as enemy fire from t.11e Pat11et Lao, tlie ones t!iat 11a•d shot 

him clown. Finally, when tt1ey clid get to it_. t11e cockpit was in t11e ground, 

•1 fi ·j t1·1.:::i.TT ,::,.?n.:::i.-·t,c,-~ t.(, 11·,-1-··1 t,~.--11·,::,c- t-,,·1t tJ-,.:::i.,7 d1· 'ln't a1-1d tl-1A --1-1 11 tH·-- T.\r,::,.1-,::, ,-.--,n~ -=.,.1..1 1 "'-.~ j' v.:"'~,t-·'-~l._,;_ . ..,..f.._J • . .._. ~ 1-...+ -'·,,)'" .,_ • ._,., J._. \.. '.· \. .&.V / J... I.._ • '- · .,_. ,.,_. \..:... ••• .::.1 V'/·.._. ·•· E::,'.... -·. 

!:",. 1- - '1ac- -1-"a}•.:,1- r.·1-1·,~---1·;:,.1- I'1 ··w T\71·1,::,.tet-;:,.1- 11A ··11·;:,.ct 1·1-1 -----pt1·,,1·t,· t1.:::i. 11--•rl .:.,• ... J 11::? A __ , u: 'L·-· l ) .:,\) 1,- . 1 1,) • _. '/, ~-- w.l,. ,. ,._ ·-· - 1-.. -c.t I - I ·i - '-' c.,, 

wounds - we just (jon't know_: I don't tl1ink we'll never tnow. 

After he V-l-a.s s!1ot clov,m. I wanted to go out tD Air i·.merica at the 

airport - I wanted ti:) see what he flew_. t,ecause at tt1at point in my life my 

fatl1er and I vveren't on very good terms. It was a funny age - you can't do 

this, you can't do t11at - and I just felt like I v,.ranted to be closer to him. My 

rnom went dovm to Thathet in 1974. She took a l)u~: and went t) t11e crash 

site - his plane had crashed in a rice paddy. ,Li..nd that rice paddy was just 

taboo - t11e people there would not go near it And there v-,ere parts of t11e 

plane still left even tl1ough they had stripped most of it av,,1ay. She stayed on 

in Laos after dad went down, right up to 1975 . 

Tlie kids in t11e St.ates v,,1ho lost t11eir fathers in t11e Vietnarn War. t11ey 

\.\Jere t11ousands of miles away and they dicln 't tno,,h., ,,qhat tt1e 'Nar 'N-a.s lite_: 

they t1a.J no comprehension of V-llrn.t tl1e Oriental people were lil=:e. I guess I 

fA0 l tl1·:.t 11·1,1 1··:.t\.-1~r·s 1·1·=•1-1·1A 1' 11 ·1c..-ht t') t-,;:,. ()1-1 tl1A w-~11 1· r1 Wi7a·=·t11·1-1ntn1·1 t··,A(··~t1 -=·,::, ·1 ..... V •. \..I,, • / ._ ... J . . · -...; i_1,, ·-· ..... \.. b \.• .I.._. J... ..... '- \, ·-· '-· J..i 11 _ ._, b _...... J... . ..... ·-·'-· ,.._1 .... 



c:onsider Laos to :have been a part of tlw \lietnam V•lar. And tliey sliould be 

ac:kno\.llledged_. not forgotten. 

•••••• o••• o• o••• 

T1,-i::, A1·r Arn,1·1·-~;;i 1··am1·11·.::,.-- d1··jn't r·i-.• ~,ritl· tt-.,c, TJC:-A ID r-.::,-··r-·1·' F·,r ,---·-1·1.:, 11.... .I. .L ~ 1-.·'-- ~ v-:, 1-.. .... 11 ..... ~ VVJ, 1 a.1.-.- ... ..;;.c.1. . !.)._.!.)) I:;'. 1.... -:11 • .} ! ·-· 

reason_. they didn't li1-:.e them, there were never any people irom USAID at 

tlie big parties. "011_. t11ose USAID 'honters_."' that's 'Nhat they c:alled them. 

Tl- · y 1- .-,. ·j tl· i::> -. -·- hi.-.- r ·: t·t• i:,•:· -- t·, ··l th ;,c---, iJ. i 1· A n· ,:, ·i ----- r 1· 1 -·-tc· , 1<1111 ··1 l: -- u ,.,,_ t --, lE:? le.~•-. .~1,-:::it:' •--•6 r->,J .• -~!-.-~• ,:.1.u•, -u·--·--'o:::- i .u i u.1-.-! .•-.-a:.1 t-> •-.-'-·-' ,,._ ,. __ u 1,:1 .. o:::- .-'--· 

n,:,t 11p --:.1.t ,:;. .nr-, .-,. n·1 t1'-s.:, 1·1.::,xt n·1r·1·r:1fr1;-y -=•1·1·j 1·1·-:.<1,:, t ··, f 1
•, ·:1t·1,·1 t1·1.::,n'-j ·:-ill n·-·tt···t1 e,, .... . ...... _f ,_ • --:i. \..· .... •:.\ . • • .J.l ·-· \.• ... . .) ...... e,, \_\. I._ ;_.1,. 'Ii: ·-· .!.,_. ... l ; , __ ... "I. • \.· J 1.... ._.. E1 '.} .... J::f .L 

t>omt1ed tli€- niglit beiore an,J I (jon l tno1vv 110,,,., t11ey (lid it! 1\,fost of tl1e time 

tl1ey'd find out first ,,h,Ttiat tlw si:J1e(!ub ~Paf: t:iy calling t11e Air America office 

to see 11ov.., late triey could stay up. 

Akotiol was pretty ~.h.Tidespread . Tliey all did it. I heard from some oi 

trie girls tl1at tliEdr r.11otr1ern l1acl protilems witl1 alcol1ol. I tliink our maicls 

were sort of like surrogate motl1ers so ttie prot>lem was ac:celeratecl. 

That's all triey l1ad to do! They dicln l have anytr1ing to do. They didn't 

1·1•-:.nµ n1--...--·,:,c- t•') ,:.-.-) s1·1.-·1n '-\ v ._. t' c.1. ·•· ·•· ~• . ...._ i::• ._ ..__ .•. L·· . . . 

It was a ,Nay to deal V>litl1 trie situation .. . and t11e pilots, too, in tl1eir 

off tirne. 
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Thw,11 had a comDletelv diiierent uersDective on Laos. And I don l 
.a. ' l J. 

think any of us realized the pressure they v?ere under. Booze was cheap 

there I 

That's why they called tl1e street vv•e lived on"party paddy". 

There were about ten ia.milies in "party paddy" - all Air i·.merica. 

There V•l'a.s a continuous consumption of alcohol tl1ere. Evervbodv. 
4 • ' 

Probably pretty bad. The ,1,,1omen v,1ere bored . I remember U-1ere v?as 

alvvays an excuse for a party . As a teen ager .. V-lhat could you do? Do y()lJ. 

look at your parents., your friends' parents and say Vl11at you're doing is 

totallv irresp.onsible·,. Because vou shut vour eves to it An,:l we didn't knov,,1 
I rJ I I 

better. This Vv<as Vv<ay back before the de-glamorization oi alcohol - drinking 

vv-ra.s okay. The 60's was a time oi toss-up: Why isn't it okay for me to smote 

pot ii you can drink? 

I remember one funnv U-1in2· about "Dartv r::>addv," I tl1int it vlas in 
I '-' J. t r• I • 

'69. The city didn't have enougt1 generaV::>rs to run U-1e electricity and the 

power would go oii at six in the morning .. you could hear the fans stop, right) 

And vou could ieel the heat settling- in on ttie room immediatel·,v·. And it 
' u 



would be off all (lay long and 1vw1 t)asically livecl out of ice chests - tliere •v1,1;3_s 

a.l\A,,a.ys an ice chest in tt1e kitct1en ancl it would have to be refilled. Tlwn at 

night. you'd see t.lie canclles get lit., and in "party paddy" tliere·c1 be one 

house 'Nhere all tl"1e aclu.lt.s would congregate, and they'd t1ave a get-together. 

Finally, us kids v-,ould go to bed - ~.qe·d t,e dying_, just lay t11ere clying., 'l'\oitJ1 all 

tlie mosquitl)es - an(l t11en about 11 or 12., t.11e pov,,1er would go on. Ancl you.·c1 

be t1alf asleep and you could hear all tiw adults .. tlie power would start, going 

like this: zzitt. zzztt, tlien, urrr. you could see the lights start to flicker .. and 

tlie aclults woulcl start screaming. Yea!_. yea!I You could hear tliis for blc,cJ:s. 

For montlis v .. 1e lived iike tt1at. 

ODDDDDDDDDDDDDDD 

Tl1ere were some areas V•lhere l~1ltfJjf'S ,Nere ofiered a fdrl ior the 
V U 

a super-nolite formalitv. tl1at's reallv ail. .. i- , . ., 

I didn l realize it at tlie time, t:,ut_. once you are formally_. officially 

engaged, tlien it's otay to stay togetl"1er, even t,efore you get married. You 

,•1..-,1- ·t t...,a(-1' c ut ,,f ·= - · o-a-, - 1,::, t ,:· · t1·- -· ..-- -- -,::, --..-; -~· · ·=· ' ·=·t -- ···µ -· -,- ..--, · , ,_. 1 ~ . --l'~ J . -· ... tll e11b_gen ... !L_. ~·O . 1e ... et .. !IL!!, L JtL . .:1. \_ .. _.reLL!ly. 

Lao custom~; about marriage are not tl"1at different from ,.A,.merican 

i:::ustoms - if you go t;act to Vlhen people lived on the farm. The families 

involved usually do some negotiating. But because l didn't have any family 

this friend of mine did tl1at for rne, he acted lite my fattier and contacted 

Int11a·s family. The first tl1ing, of c:ourse, is getting permission t,;:) court her 

and to ask for her lian,1. Her ~;tep-f at.her was away_, probably in 'v'ietnam i::: 



tlie best I can figure - lw v-,as vvorking for tlle CIA teatns ,..vay out 

son-1ev.Jhere - and we wanted to try to get t1im to the weclcling t,ut v .. 1e 

couldn't arrange it. So first. vve v11ent to l1er motl"1er. l)ut tllen vve liad to go 

clown to Savannakhet to see lier 01.-:ler :)rotlier. The second step v .. ,as tlie 

1-1·g·1-1+- n1-1· (·,:,. - t111· ,;;- Cf '·uc· t-.;-:-i .-.i, t.--, t ,rl·1,:,1-1 H·11·1·1C1•:· ,,,e:.1-e:. lil •")t·,:,. r-tabl"" ·::.1-1{~ ,,::;,,,1;;:.1-,1b(1dy , .... .r-· ....... • ..... c
1
tJ"~v 1,. . ._ ... 1....l\. ...... w1 .... \.-,&, 0 ._1 1\ "~ '-· 1... ... .... ~ .._ 'v ..:.\ ~ v, .... 1 .... ..... 

lrn.d a little V•lealtl"1 staslie(l ::;omevvhere - bars of silver or sornetl1ing like tllat. 

Tli ·r ~,:,.1· 1-,,;ttj-,,:,.1- ,.-.,,1-t·::i'·turl C't'l"- ··1·11--,.-,:,. ,:,.1-·1·1-c· ,.,.1- ,, 1-,,c1 to de-·1·-1,:, ,.,.1·e1· t~.:> e .d lL- ll) - • ,. ,.'._. l ,.a\,.. ·'"' - ~-\) ll <:-" 'l .:1.e,--· ·-· '·- e ~· V'/ l 1v k•. . . (_. !_ ·-· vv l . l -ll -~ 

all•~p1· ,·1· ')llr• tl·::i,1c· ,.,1,:,.1·e:. ~ ~ • \.• ,._ __ ;:. - 1..\ I ~· ,., -~ V. 'Ne kne, .. 1.1 approximately wlien we wante(l to get 

married_. but tliere l1as to be an auspicious day - it's an astrological thing. As 

a matter of fact_. wt1en we went up there (l1er village) it turned out tliat it 

was tlie day I arrived ·vVhicll v,,1as auspicious .. and not t11e next day as ,i1,1e had 

plannecl. So •.,.1,1e had a ::;!iort .. small cerernony tlie ,Jay I arrived ancl a Ngger 

ceremony tl"1e next day as planned. 

Getting married to a Laotian put me in a uniquely good position to 

learn the detailed Lao cu.st.oms at all levels. ,Li.,nd since I was the tind of guy 

t {'I r•lv,,-,;,v,::, i't1r1-,::, ~t 11,::,1· nr..-,n l 11·1,~1· at1· (·,1·· .. ·,1· E1·1c.-11· c-1·1 -=·1·1,:, ' ', T•JI ·=· ·::.1,, ,--1,1•=· h-~ t· ,1 ··· 1·1 1·1·1 ··· _..... C\ / CA, I ·-· "J" ... ._. I._. V ·-· .t· ·-· ... , 'lo,· ._ :.,; ._. l ··-· b" -..} .• ·-· .... l I 1:,t._1 ,_,. I \i ·-· ,' ._, .1. .. w.J. ·._ \) ~ 

·at,011t thE:- ···11 ·=:tc•rrF ·-·-av b~ir1c.- .--·a_r,:,.t11l ·3.1r.,,.•·,11t c-t• ··-i•1·ng triv f···,:,t .--,ut .---,1· tl·1··· t~11·nc, i •• _ •• _ • _. J' \_ • ._._._. _._.;- ..... ._1
1 

.:-1,.;" _: _ . .1. C, ._. -..-.1. ._ 1_ JJ .•.. _.. _ .. _, :J.\...i~ J. _ " ~ ... - _ •• _. .._. ..., _. ~ J. 0 

tliat tool-:. me a long time to develop an av,,1areness of .. v,,as v,,alking t>etiind 

a hat on tlw v-ra.11 t)act tl"1ere . I ~.Alould t1ave to ast vour nermission to •0,alt . ' ~ 

beliin,j you and take tllat liat off the ·.....rall. It'::; because of U-1e liead. It's also 

that way 'Nitli tl1e bowing - the ,hra;1 you bov,,1 your head when you vva.lk by 

someone w1w·s facing you. That con°l'&S from tlk~ politeness of not V-lisliing to 

interrupt tliat person in V-lliat U-1ey're doing. 

E-y co1nparison t(:, tlie Lao .. the on:linary American acted kinda boorisl1; 

I think v,.re lrn.ve a very distinct lack oi manners. But the tliing is .. tlie Lao are 
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so tolerant t11at it prot)ably doesn't even really bother them quite as n1uc:h. 

and secondarily, t11ey're so polite t11at it's not proper to let any one knov,,1 you 

are rucle. 

In general_. because tl1e Arnericans in Laos were there in som,s, official 

capacity_, tl1ey tended t,;) be regarded as government officials_. t.11erefore t11ey 

,,,rp.r;::. ·a t1t1.->n1·at· {"··a11,, -;,, .. -...... ,,,1-.--1,- ,j 1-,::,c·r,,::,,---t 
.,, 'I ._. ·-· ' • - ... ... J. '-"'- I '-\ ·-· ·-· ·-· ·- ~,.. ·-· •.J ,r-· .... ,... •.. Tlle Lao also lrn.ve the same c:olor 

(Onsciousness as there may t,e in this country, vvliere_. 11istorically_. tlw darker 

t11e skin. tl1e lov,,1er you V•lere on tJ1e t,::,tem pole. In Laos. tJ1en/s tJ1is myth .. I 

forget eY~ctly, ,,;,,hic:h says that all the people in tlie world came out of tl1is 

big pumpkin_. I tl1i!1k the ligliter skin people came out first, and tlie Lao think 

of tliemselves as having come out soon tl"1erearter and tlrn.t puts tliem at tl1e 

t''P (·,f u-1,::, C· ----;,,1,::,- tl1,::, ,j-~1-1, ;::.,:-t .--·,11;::.c- ,;A7--·· 11.-j n1- ·,ty;,, t>l·1 t,.:i. t1-1"" at,..-·,1-•i:r1· 1-1.:i.c- ,,.111-::. t ··-· .... ..... -1\..---\ .... , V '-· r-~'I,,•--· • ·-· ._ . .,..,. ,·-.VI_.; ·- l'"" \,_.'. '-'· > •'\.· .._., ..... ··-· J.,=, \.··-'.- II 1:.t.-

built their lean-to·s out of dead leaves. But t11ere are those curious thin!2S ._. 

'-A7ctS an IVS volunteer_. he learned to sing a lot of Lao songs very well_. ancl the 

Lao loved llim. ~Nhenever they llad a b.m.1:l. they'd drag him out there on the 

st•;,,(""fp_ +A s1·n,i ·- ue,-~ w c,· 

0000000 ••• 00000 • 

~1-..-·,•r1 r1-1~1 r.P.t-c:r·,.:O.,'·t1· ~TP. tt-1e 8 1I1.:i.1-1· (·:,, 11s h -;,, rt ~7 ,::,1-,;, 11· ttlf> t..-, ..-l () ~1.ri th t1·1p. L·'.:1 ;', .. ·-·... .. I .t· -· ... ·-· t-· ... _. '-" ._ • •. .. w. . ...-:a. ..... ·-·•-\. ·- ,1,.a.\-\ '- I ... I .I. ... -· •• ··-· '-"' ·-· I I .. ·-·.A.... -· '-" ·-- ·-· 

people exc:ept for t11ose who ~Nere l1ousehold servants or 'inlho vvere employed 

t,y tlie Ameri(:an governrnent. A fe-,N of tlie TJSidD people vvl10 worked 

\'.::,11-1ntary Services v-.1110 spoke the language .. v,1ere the ones mo~:t1y helping 
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the Laotians. Tlw majority of tlw .u.meri(ans were tlwre to support tlie 

I!.. +-n .::,1·1· f~·:11·1 ,~..-11..-)1·• y .L £i .. .L"\.• ._ • ._. ••• ••• .... .L • 

Tl1e living quarters for 1nost of tllern v,ras six tilometee:; nortll of 

·vientiane (it vvas c:alled K?v!-6). There ,Has a guard at the gate {vliti-1 no 

~Neapon) just off U1e main road. lt looked lite suburbia .. v,Titll individual 

bungalov,,1s, houses \Nitl1 yard::; to 1':eep up, a club 110use. tl1• i·.merican school 

for tl1e kicls .. a s~Nimming pool. and t~nnis courts. Tl1e houses ~Here air -

conditioned. All built for .i\rneric:ans. You couldn't ,jrive out of \lientiane 

muc:t1 f urtl1er tl1an tJ1is place, but tlie .t. ... meric:ans lrn.(l car!:; to get t,) to\ml (and 

a bus service., too) . Wt1en they did go to \lientiane it wa::; to eat at tlle Frencl1 

restaurants or t,;:> ~;hop for local craft items; or to go ti:) tnovies. dinners., 

parties at the American compoun,j_ They had free privileges on the 

commissary flights k, Bangkot and s,:)me special planes that ·went t.J.) Hong 

Kong. 

000000 ••• 0 •••• 0 • 

All official Americans overseas are entitled by 1a~ .. 1,1 to ~;uitat,le 

quarters .. education of tlieir ,:le.pendent children. full medical needs, st1ipment 

of personal effects., and assistan(e in operating cooperative cornmissaries and 

recreational facilities. I :;ee no reason t!) defend tlfr::., even if some idealists 

say t11at i·.mericans should live ;js tlie "native people" do. We generated our 

ov1m electricity_, at at,out 2 5 cents per K'PlH, t)efore tr1e oil price cruncl1., and 

maintainecl our ov.,rn lines. This n1::v:le it possilil• to air-condition all off ices 

and t)e•::lrooms. In a (ountry v ... T11ere heat and humidity are oppressive most of 

tJ1;:, ~, ;:,·::111· th1· c· n·:, ,,c- f..-·,1· i tc·,::,1 f 1· t·1 _ ... I ._.1::_~ _, .,_: t""'-'-I ._, .•. ... ._,,_ . .., ... improve,J ~Nell-i)eing, morale. arn:l 
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perfornB.n(e. And since v-?e provh:led housing, v,re iurnislled it as well_. so that 

ne~ .. vly-assignecl personnel l)rougl1t only a minimurn of personal eifects and 

no furniture or rnajor appliances .,Ne figurecl tha.t it cost AID an average of 

$92 .. 000 [late 1960's dollars] t:) put a foreign service American at post for 

t~.Alo years (salary, allowances, transportation, housing, etc:.), an,::l I ·m sure 

many posts cost more. 

Operating in our iavor. oi course. v,,as "economy of scale." A small 

mission could not provide full support tl1at v-.re did and save tlle government 

money. Take "KM-6." \"le built 140 housing units tl1ere and installed a po,11,1er 

plant, wa.ter supply and sewage systein, roads, a fire station_. and t..eiepl1ones_. 

over a period of years, ior $_1.405,.000 - $24 . ..32 i per family unit. i:;_.nnual 

operating costs were $244,000 - $1,740 per unit. 

The critics S(orned K1'1-i-6 as a "golden gt1ett,:>" and sniffed that USAID 

i· .. r.neric:ans :::11oulr::l t,e ~Nilling to "live on tl1e economy." The theory tleing that 

Americans mate a t:ietter impression that ~Nay. On the contrary_. v1t1en an 

i~ .. merican farnily moves its standard of living into a Lao neig11t)or11ood, it is 

just as likely to mal~e tlie wrong impression. Multiply by a hundre,j or tv,,10 

1· t1ndr' -1 "'!- -1 y "'Ill tr lll+-l·r 1~• t1-- - r - - -1·t 1·11·tl· - - "-f 1·r: ·r·, - ·•1· -· 1· ~r- - 1· t~1- · 1· t ·1· - -tl· t· - · 1 . t>c. c.1. 1,:_ ,:_. 1 ,_ r-) i _,.1e r-)O!::;!::; .l ~ es (_,_. 1c ~;1,;:;l 1g, e:::e 1 J. 1e 1 ... ,:_: ect • • i~. 

inc:iclent-:;_, attracting t)urglars an(i liooligans. and oif ending people 

unintentionally merely t,y our affluence .. our cars .. our parties .. our stereos .. 

'=•tl1'l 011r ,::,~71·1t1t·,Ar•:c.1·1t k1· ,1c· /J. r·1•r1·,..-i~,.T ,1.:rh,::,r, ••,,TA -=:t·::.rt.:::.,·1 171,..l-i:1 1·,,.-., .-··;t"1A l:·1·1,::,,,.,r :=11·,v 
._.. - ._. - V Af "" V C.\ .... '- '\. ·-·. J. ,4. i J. ·-· Y;1 ·' l / .1J. ._. .._ Y ..... -- .. ..:.'- -~-•• ._ l":..J. .., ·-· I J. ._. .... J. ·-· .1... .... I i ·-· J. I 

better way to 11ouse '.::cores of iunerican f amilie::: in provincial Vientiane_. 

wt1ere U-1ere v,.rere only a few pavecl streets and no indoor plumt)ing, and 

tl-1Af" A T,\r-:;, .~ t)at· A 1 •7 ,:,,1·1 ···, 11•-;1·1 ,:,,1.::, ···t1·1· ..--1· ty t,) k .-. 6 r, t· 11ltl'=· h l 1r1·11· 1·10 - ,. ,. I ~ ._,.:., , . .l > ,.,. \_, I.. b 'v '-· t_. ,. . •\. ~<:' t-·· } '- . '-' .... - b. 

•• o•••••••••• ooo 
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The Peace Corp~; came bad~ with an off er of a poultry program in 

India and International Voluntary Service~; offered a t.eacher-training school 

advisor position in Luang Prat:iang_. Laos. When my parents learned of my 

decision ttiey immeciiately drove to the campus at Kansas State University 

and tried t.::, t1lk me inti:i cham.'ing mv mind. Afterall. the n,,fvv•sp)a-r)ers 
1..J 1-J' # • 1-

periodically carried articles about the V.Ja.r that •vvas being •vvagetj in Laos. 

There Wets fighting and bomt:iing taking pla.ce on Route 7 which vvas only 

some c:,o miles south of ttie Dlace I '•Na.s qoim.' t,:) 
-• .a. 1...J I...J 

t .r v t -,11c-1· r o- ------- r· .-. · ,--t~ 'i ---. f --1 .- n- --11 • - •(' ,·- ---1,::,1· i, • 1•1-11 no- 11 p -·--1· ,--t· lt·-- 1--- ~~ t,::,ri 1--,1 i 11._. ._1 1
0 

1._.1.) 1.:11.:, .... '·-+ i._; l l:.. .:1 ... J.ld. 1 ,_..,,. .)•.)•._ ._. 1 1--1 t...i.1 1-.4J. 0 __ _.1 1._, I .:, _.J. .-:- 1.)1 .•. d. ._. ·-"' 

at the end of the citv It was some C::\O vards off the road and the landlord ' ~ ' 

used this area for storao-.e of Qasoline drums for r-)art of his business. The 
•- rJ 

house t1ad one mom tlrn.t consisted on tv,10 vv'indov,,s and one door and a tin 

roof. Tlle cracks in the floor were 1 /2 inch 'Nide vv•t1id1 allo'vlfed for 

c:irculation, let the mosquit)es in_. or simply made it easier t(> sweep t.lle floor_ 

Tt1ere wa..s a porch on the north an,1 west sides. There >vv3.s a Vv'icker o)uc:h ,)n 

+-h- 1· - rt:1· ,--1·ct""' ancj 01·· tt" •.• , .. ~+- ~ • .,..,.-. th'· 111'"1r" --1· --1 k•,::,t·('.-.··'r:• ~ .,.,1r• 1_. t:::! 1~) l .:,. . "v_1 '-.! • 1 .-11:;' 11Yt::!-:,1.. v•1•:l-:• _. ~ .i __ ,t'll,t __ 1 1._1 ,:. -.-.i .).::.~ 11'::-'-1 •- .,. 

r -"f1·1·g-"rat···r (\r th··· 1,-~ ·-k· r---~r,~h T =c- r C:("J ("('> 11 -·11 •. ,.,.,-1-,.,.,. ha1·rr-.1 ,,yi.--1·A1·1 .-.~+-nµ•·l r1·--':J V .-. _J.J . •,._) l \.• it:-' J..J.:,.(. _J1,.) ·--· v-V,:.1 .. _. ,:t -··' - 5•:.•.111.) VY•:l.•.r.::i ..... ~ ~ 1!Y11 .. _. ·=·•-·! V ....... _ •:.-:, 

the shov-ler. /l, six-ounce fruit can v,13.s nailed on a st.id: at)out 14 inches long 

and 'Nas usecl t() dip ~,..,at.er out of th€' rain barrel to pour over yourself_ I 

used a loin cloth - a .r1s·-a.t•-11.1111- because of not havin2· anv privacv. On cool 
~ I..J ~ , 

mornings_. I learned twv., to bathe vvit.t1 only eight cans of 'Nater: T,11i•o ti.) get 

wet ,,1,'ith_. two for sudsing, and finally_. four t) rinse ofi with. On twt clays_. I 

took tvv'o or three sh(YVv'er:; a dav. 
' 



Tl1e toilet v,ras at>out 30 feet to t11e rear of the house and 'h'as part of 

the generator shed. Tr1e roof Vv'3S only five feet high in front and four feet in 

the rear. I think tl1e w11ole shed v-1as only five feet square. It was a '.ol/ater­

seal pit toilet. and you 11ad to pour ,,A.Tater f rorn a five gallon kerosene can 

i:jo•1hl!1 t11e t,ov1l to flush it. It was t11e squat-type tllt?. Asians use all t11e time. I 

never enjoyed using it_. or, for that matter_. adjusted to it - my ankles and 

knees ,qere not built t11e same as tliose people n think Asians couh:l squat 

for hours an,j t)e as c:ornf ortaNe as an }~ .. rneric:an sitting in a c:1121.ir ). For most 

of the eleven years I lived in Laos .. t11at \•Vas t11e kind of toilet I used. 

•••••••••••••••• 

January 31 ~ 1966: US resumes bombing of North Uietnam. 

o• ooo •• o• o•••• oo 

I'll tell you about the famous "PL i:i_.ir Force InciiJent." This happened 

at Phou pl·1?. -ri 01· ,it;:, -=: c: ..--,n t'-r, ')f t1·•1··=- t·nttf.,, ·=-t =·c1·1··;:,~h-rt·1···1·;:, ·:11·..-·,111·,.-j f-, nnn 
• ~ _1_ J. I ,,J ._ . ._. l.t _.J ·' V _,,_, .r-· "- • ,J. ._1 J _ -· • .... f ,_ .. ·-· ._1 _} l .... I 'I l I:::' ·-· a_... .... J. ·- .... .' .... ·-· ·-· 

feet. Very dose to tlk Nortl1 Vietnamese l)order in Sam neua province_. not 

too far soutl1 of Dinh Binl1 Phu. It , . .1,1as a US Air Force op,eratecl radar facilitv. 
I • 

there t:i vector the v,,ar planes 11itting target . .s inside North Vietnam in IFR 

conditions and at night .. t(: .. :::,_ Not in great predsion. but in a fairly small 

generalized area. it v..ras run t)y ITT empl()yees on contract v-,110 had been 

promised at least 24 hours advanced warning t;y tl1e CIA in case of any 

threat of tl1e f.)lace f allin2·. 
'--' 
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a series of unsuccessfu.1 groun(l %Saults tJ1e Patl1et Lao.. tl1e 1''1ortl1 
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agricultural wort. They att3.ckecl just after a couple of supply choppers liad 

lal1(led on top of tl1e butte. '•Nell, tlie ct1opper pilots coukln't l)dive tlieir eyes 

v-.ll1en tliey saw tliese tl1ings approac:liing. Suddenly one of tliem dropped a 

forty poun(i bomb tl"1at tl1ey·c1 somet1ow slung onto tl1e thing an(l it ~ ..... 1ent off 

and cliclnl trnrt anytliing. An,::l tl1en anotl1er made a run and tlien all t11e guys 

on tlie ground_. t)oth tlie Meo and tlie few Americans tl1ere .. started shooting 

·"l,t tJ1 usf> t1·11·r1nc- T•,1Y(1 ,.-,f th 6 ll1 1·1r11·,-1.::,•j1·•:;,tf>l~· j1·c··:-.r-,r-)~4l"A(l t,a,"•}J tn tl}f> ;:,-:;,c•t b11t C.l . .._ .L ,,_ • ._ _. J.~ E:, .._.1. \ 1• .._. ...., .., ..,,... ..._. .1. .._ vi. c.• • • · _. '/ I._ ._11_1. t-· .· .. '-· ... ._ . ._. ·~ _ .. _ . .· --· ,_._ __ , ·.• _ . 
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P!iu. ~.-1lhid1 was pretty mud1 northwest. One of tl1e Air Arnerica c:lioppers 

took off in riursuit and the flig-ht. niei::lianic shot it (lown vv>itl1 an AK-47' It r- '-' 

crast1ed ancl burned. lvleanv,.1hi1e_. on t11e ground. tl1is one guy lrn.d emptied liis 

Jci at tl1e otl1er and vv•ounded t1·1e pilot wlio craslwd l)ut his piane didn't 

Then tJ1e Nortli Vitnamese began building a road up to tlie soutli end .. 

to tlie foot of Site c35 because tJ1ey were going ti) get tliat mot.ha regardless. 

Tl1en they liauled their 130mm artillery up tl1ere and staged a series of 

ground assaults and iinaily took it. I tl1int tl1at V•.TFJ.S in tlie fall of '6c,. 

00 ••• 0 ••••••••• 
May 15- June 5, 1966: The King and Queen of Laos and Prime Minister 
Prince Souuanna Phouma uisit the U.S.S.R 

•••••••••••••••• 



• .!.I.ft.er I 11a(l l)een av-lay at sclwoi for a'Nllile_. I went back to visit my 

farnily in my little village (luring a vacation. \;i;lliile I v,,as ttiere a missionary 

vvl1iteman passed t11rougl1 ti) convert one fan:1ily into Christianity t;ecause 

many cl1ildren of tl1at family llad die,J of an untn(>"\hm disease and tliey 

believed t11ey were cursed l)y an evil spirit. Tlle V•ll1iteman ·s interpreter said 

t11at practicing ancestor v..rorsllip v\12ts enslavernent to one·s ancestors and it 

,Aras evil t::.i vvorsllip ani:::est.ors and supernaturalisrn. f,elieving in "Yesu" wa·:: 

good ancl 'Nl1en t11e t)elievers i:jied Jesus ~.•\10uiiJ save tlwm 1:;y tating t11eir 

souls to tl1e liappy tingdom. 

After we learned about Jesus. my f atlier and U-1e otl1er elders in tlle 

village sat around our iireplac:e and talted about wr1at they learned. They 

lau.Q·lied and said tliev mii2"l"lt. be ::;lave::; to tr1eir ancestors but somedav tllev C• , ,_, ., ., 

themselves would be anc:est,:)rs of their descendents. Thev said tlley onlv 
' ' 
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to (:liurcll every seven days and give rnoney to the person v,1110 teaclies in tlle 

cl1urcll and must obey the ctrnrch and the whiteman. So believing in Jesus 

v,ras simply being a slave of Jesus_. of the whiteman V./bo looked at llis book 

open vour e~1
1es. lie l1a.s vour wife l)u.t all vou 11ave is tl1at boot. , . , ' 

oo •• ODODOOODDOOO 

October 21, 1966: General Thao Ma and some of his fellow pilots attempt 
a coup d'etat against the Royal Lao Gouernment by bombing army 
headquarters in Uientiane. Ma seeks refuge in Thailand when other 
army officers fail to support him. 
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Our bouse v,m.s across the street from the USAID compound in tovm. At 

about f,:2 5, am., some T-2 e,'s flev,, over the tov,m. Sucldenly, I t1eard four 

explosions came from tbe direction of Klv1-6, but I never associated tt1e 

direction as beinq the Lao armv·s hea,i,.qu.arters at Pbone Kheng V-lhich v.ra.s 
u ' u 

about half -v,ra.y t)etvleen tlw compound and Kf,.,1-6. 

Th' 1· +1,- r r-1~ n"r• T , " r·· .,..1·1·---1·r· -, ···n.:::.1· ~11t· h ~11r•-"- ·">[ d 1-·11,·• "l" ("'( • 11t1•-:.t r· 1·1;:::.1·r • e 1 ,_-.11e _) ct "="·=· •1</~ e ,_. "-·•l 4;, • . .J v'"' •-) _. •'-) --·=·"=" o. 11•• ,._ .) v111 10 •1 o. _. _. ._. 

aim rer-iu.tedlv Vv'3.S. I found it Vv'i::;e to duct. under the dining room t1.tile ti:) 
f .• _, 

exa.ct.lv vlhat tt1eJ were aiminq for. Unf ortunatdv, this included some other I I ._, , 

T-2,3's on t11e grou.nc! at the airport_, t.11e army camp at Ct1ina1mo_. and another 

straffing run over Ptwne Ken!2", the t1eadouarti?.r:; You ,:ould hear the ma.:::tiine ,_, ,_.. "'l 

f.'uns 1-
0
rroin12· and that ,::aused our houset)ov. Tu, to sa~'I·, "I Q·o home." and take u u ,. . . . u 

off like a scared r:-,unDv. The bombitrn- ¼'3.S over t)V fi:c-io but the mission 1-· l"'l.,, I_I , - -· 

received ·word that anott1• r flir!l1t of olanes •v1i'a.s due over at 10:2 0. So we an 
u -' 

sat dovln to wait. Fortunately, that attack never came. 

o••• o• o•• o••• o• o 
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Klvi-6 and Miss :manner made us all get under our desks. I can l remember if 
u 

it was during tt1e bomtHng itself or after t.hat •,Ne heard the planes coming 

but it v1,,as all over so quickly that no one knevl vvhat Vv"'a.s going on. We -r,,vere 

1.. '·rt ·· t l"·'·t ,. '·11· '·r .-., n'·rr 1 i-, tire· u1r·t· 1·11t , .• - ,.... ,..r + --- t'· r-t- rr· t,. ···r1'· 'T'\-. ,. t 11'"· . 'l'· .r'-i:;:' I)-· ,:\ -· .::,lJ 1Vl_! l_! -::,e vi:;:- ,:\. ll\) ·J l -· 1•v,:1 .. :• .::,,:1.1 t:' _)._) ·=· _-d -· !ll) I t:' . 1 Ht:' l _ .;:, fl•-- t:' 

home v,1as sometr1in
0
0 I ·11 never fon.1et I v,ra.s sitting in a , .. IJindov-1 ~;eat and v~e 

l_l I..) 
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covere(j t11e clea,J or vr11at v-.ras left of t.1-iern. Sometimes I can still picture it as 

if it ~Nere yesterday. I thint tl1at v.,ras t11e v,.rorst experience of my life. 

DDDDDD • DDDDDDDDO 

February 2, 1967: R group of 20-30 Pathet Lao sappers raid the airport 
at the royal capital of Luang Prabang and destroy nine RLRF T-28's. 

February 5, 1967: US warplanes bomb a uillage in southern Laos by 
mistake. 

•••••••••••••••• 

To be ac:c:u.rate, I'm going to refer to sorne letters I V-lrote to rriy sister. 

'iNhat happened vvas tl1is: 

The v.,reat11er v..ras clear. It v.,ras early Fet,ruary 1967 at at,out 7:00 in 

t1·1·~ n1.--,1·1'1irc• Th? -=·rrn.1 1 ·=·+.,r,:::,.et ,-.13.rt,·et i'1 t11e villa!--c-.·,e of Phalane - v.,rhich :.J. • .,L,1, ._,. J,.. "'u• .., .,L •.J • ,._.,i, .JI ._,. J,...I,. ,I,~ .;,. .. 

consisted of about AO families - was al)out to close. Three F- 1 oc::.J f hihters . u 

from the US airbase in Udorn_. Thailand, each la(jene,d T1•\rith six 750 pound 

t,ombs, made a high pass over tl1e village. The jet's roar didn't concern Lri.e 

villagers because thev T1•\rere accustomed to the noise of a varietv of aircraft 
U I I 

th,:::, r:1,:::,.·:11r1--•,TT Hr·, Ch1· ....... i!1h T+-•:,1·1· ,.-'1!1 +11'"'1·1· c-,:::,.c'··--.nd D"-='·=· h-"T1,Tu~r,:::,.r ·:>11 thr··"'-·' i,:::,.t,:-
.J' l•J .•. C.J. t .. > . .,, _,. l"'t1.L l ::J. . ....... i_,. 'v'" -..,._,, \., ~.,·O.-J•..J_, I,.} i IV. •.,J' ·' fJ. 1_.,L '::"'~ J "J' ,.,._J 

(ame t,ack upon the village in a screaming dive and six bornbs V-lere 

release(1. 

T11ree expioded in t11e vacant sd1001 yanj and t11ree Vv'itll delayed 

1- ~- t · · rl t1 , ,-,- "(·, d I · t1 -. .-; - -::·,:::,.(· -., r1-- ·t t ·· ··,k 1·,, · th· . t·-· t t uses ei1 .ere, 1e 5 t...un . 11 ,..ie .c.) ----~--en .. ::; 1.. .<A ..>t e Je..-:, .J.) .urn 

·:1rr·,11nd t1·1,:::,. T,1·11-:.,:,,-,.+·,:- d(,~TC. 1·r,1· (·(•,,Ti::-1· Tl"1"" 1·1,:::,.~:-+ ri·:-..,:·,:· T•F••=· C,TT,:,1·1 1·1·1("l!""· ,ju·:1d'1u 
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resulting in four houses being completely destroyed and SO or so ot11ers 
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could have tieen passed on t)y USAJD or by tlie pilots t11emselves after 

realizing their error. Hov-1 sucl1 a mistake could have been made in clear 

dayligl1t •0le ~,1,rill never know .• a,nyway, l1y nine o'clock Air Force jolly green 

giant 1wlicopters ~ .. vere circling overhead. ,.:.i,fter a confusing hour of finding 

t.11e wounded victims. tliey lleacled back to a base hospital at Nakorn Phanom 

v-1itl1 fifteen terrified people. Miraculously, only tllree people and one t)uffalo 

~r.:>P-J '"'7#l00Rc..17:"1= a 
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I 'c:l started runnini:u...:· a refu1:.u:-1ee Dro
0
i:1nun in S·=-vabourv bact in 'f-, ·;'. 6 t ... v., ' . ., __ }- .i.l.J 

that time, whether these people ,,qere displaced. or depen(lEmts v,1asn t an 

issue. Vh: VJ'erenl very sophisticated, really. The last time \,ve'd t1eard about 

r·P.(lf')l,:::, t,l'.>ir.1.-r (11-=·nlar .. ,,•1 1·1·r·,1Y• +-1--1.:::.1·1· h,')f"riC>•::- ,~rr>-=· in k'111·r,p,:::, ·:,011d T, r··· (··:::.1•1·· ,·1 t1-1f>1·r; iJ ... .,1., ·-· .. v .. 6 . l.•JJ .. , \...t::-·-- . ..,. """' '-·" .... .,..1,,-• ., ... .1.·•-· ..., . • ,.CJ...., .. ~u. . ., .,, . ., ::.l . ..~t::- •.A.J.. e ... J' _. "' 

reiugees., so that's 'Nhat they vvere called. But they really v,;erenl refugees -

I didn't learn this name until later - they ,qere displaced people. At that 

time. thev claimed it v1ras from comrnunist ir-1su.rqents, but vou didn't knov1r 
• I U # 

for certain - it rnight l1ave been conflicts betvv•een political group:.:; that tJ1e7 

didn't vvant around certain areas. And some of it could have been tliev •Nere 
' 

v,.rere 1ust milit:1.rv dep,endents. ~Nhat v.ra.s l1ap,Denirl!cJ v..ras that the recruitin~;.,-. ,. l' I '-' 

efforts, •1,,rhicl1 ,,vere expanding very rapidly_, for 




