
Cianci names Conn. man 
to work lvith youth gangs 

PROVIDENCE - Mayor Vincent 
A. Cianci Jr. has appointed Houm­
pt:eng Phengsomphone of West 
E. . .1rtfo:-d, Conn., as directvr of the 
Se,,lth(;ast Asian Yo..:th Gang SuJ­
stance Abuse Prevention Project. 
which will begin at a ceremony 
r,.::xt week. 

The mayor said that Phengsom­
phone was chosen by a mu!ti-agen­
c\· selection committee. 

· Phe~1gsomphone has e;,perirnce 
a::: a state career cvunselo;- in Con­
necticut and as a CdSe mar.ager for 
;_· .S. Catholic Charities and the In­
ternational Institute c,f Co:mecticut, 

and has worked with Southeast 
Asian organizations. 

He has a bachelor's degree from 
New Hampshire College's School of 
Human Services. 

The project, to cost $5.3 rr.:l!ion 
over five · years, is intended to re­
duce gang activity and improve job 
skills. Providence's Southeast Asian 
community is the country's fastest 
growing, Cianci said. 

One goal in the first year will be 
to convert gangs into "socially ac­
ceptable youth clubs," Cianci s.tid. 
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The project also will conduct a sum­
mer academy, provide a dropout 
prevention service, establish a pa­
rental association and publ:sh a 
newsletter. 

The opening ceremony wiil be 
held on !\larch I at 3 p.m. at the 
Y:\1CA, 160 Broad St. 
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