
)iu"ch 17, 1968 

Oreoth:gs from su my Ccntr~l &.tcricaJ I reollied today tl,nt the Hicara-

gt o.n vildser lUld como and gone that thot it•s aid-sumaer, which means that 117 

years stay is almost to en end. ~~"itb only- 2 degrees differaneo in tbo aYarage 

annual yearly temperature t:~e clmate ls very- deceiving tiDmv:l.ae. lt I would 

do more writing.!!_ 11.Y tircnds and lass thinking nbout t ea, I•d bo more ploasal 
with myself. nut 1 do ho.PO that thi reaches you in time tor you to repq be­

fore the middle of June w ,en 1 111 be hcodhig honm nortln,ard. I'm always cager 

amt thrilled to abaro now». 
Today I celebrated St. Pntricka Jlay ,11t11 a real live Ir1sll girl-tJ1at Jlllllms 

up tor tbe fttct ~,at i~ goos 1.umoticed in Nicaragtui es a lt0Uday. Of courao I 

can't compl.nin about a lack of fiestas or aioatas .. it 1s been a good 7®r f'or 

both. 1 1m now smaeth!es more Latin th.an nv hosts l'nd toel YeJY much at home 

on o noiey gay dance floor mad equally so socked out in a lUIJllllOCk. 

Anna, BO'" Irish friend ond roouuato, Md I went to a huge hacienda today 

amd rode horseback 1h the broathuld.ugly booutitul n,1mtaina. Also traveling 

the 150 ~. to the fa,n ,,•itb us was Pilu, our other roolillltl e (or better aaid 
11housOJ111te") who is a channinr, Nico who edits a tv nmgosine here. Anno nrks 

a1 " vol,mtccr pltysical tlternpiat. iho anu I moved in 1tith {')ilu follatdng tho 

earthquake in Jnnuary wbich noa 1y frightenod us to death os w wore in our 4th 

8tOJT old frame apartment ovorloold.nl: the central ninrket. 1111 rG41].y enjoying 

this new house, but I feel lilcc n nmtarialist getting sucb a kick out of having 

auch things as on electric stove, icohox and clean jolt. (ha I bear o ·.e ia 

aup:.,oscd to su:rter when be goos overseas) I don 1t ti ink I'll ever break the 

habit of apiU"ICioting aucl, t li.nas. I•ve fba.,d nv room up 'Vitia the tlrlags 11¥8 

collected from trips to Ountc,, llonduras, Solvodor, Costa Rica and PeltNIIII(. 

So the place £eels like bcmc 8\ieot liooo, even if it uill l'lweye be in 2nd place 

to Kansas. 
I•w come to tho conclusion that this po1-t of the world doesn•t get enough 

publicity nor ancouragement frou the 1nore derc,lopcd aacietics. I•vo fo,md all 

the s;laces I 1ve visited to be rich in indigenous ist:ory, bePutiful ponoramos 
and unfor,,,tuble boapitalit;- • I'm atriad I may be sarueuhat bitter it poople 

aek me as thoy did botorc I left• "Oh, Nict!ragua, 'llllacro•s that? ??t4Thnt1 s not 

t!MI one in Africa\, is it? t'iell, I won•t preach a sermon, . but as you con see 

I lum, ptckccl U"l a feeling of loyelty to tltia l.And Md it's pooplo. raprdleaa 

of how fruatratod I get over it's poOnJess, diaorgnnisaticm, obscuco ot self­

confidence., otc... Out tharo is evidence ot pror,ross evorywhore. 



University classes :arc ov ... ,r. I wns pleased ,1ith bi.story, litcrnturc und culture 
clr.sses that I received. It wns a ,:cli,datful experience., sonotil-acs tram"1tic llue to 
lan,tUagc ~nd different customs, but always ,-rns an adventure w Um I wouldn't trade 
unless I tbought about it for n lonfl time. J1ur.ing finnl week I pulled f)ltotber "chi ty" 
and bad an cmer~cncy npiondicitis operation. !io, I finished oxat1S at· the end of Feb­
and went to Corn Island tor a vacation. I •m really laippy that I ~ot to sec tJ1c 1;nst 
~stJ it's a uorld of i~s own. I couldn't pet used to the fact tlant many pco:llc 
not only clidn 1t \fant to speak :;panish - but nbsol,atcly couldn't. '1'110 population is 
11>stly nogro : nd all l~~lis'.; .SJ)Ocll;ing. JIOtJ"cvcr, this mmcratiou is lcorn.i.ng ~,~Di.sh 
at school. The pcoplo w.1 ,. generous, cheerful and A'('ntlc. I uaderstnnd tl,c U:.i,·, has 
a 99 year lease on the i1land llr mili.a•ry reasons. Holiday Ilm ma.y pl,rl. a luxury 
hotel there. I almost lupc 1iotl lt 1s beautit\il l!S it is - a calm., un.coanorcilllued 
paradise. -_And tl1c skin-diving is fantastic. (You should have seen me t-1hcn I fl.cw 
out of the u.ator ,~'11c11 I 'an fnco into a 8 foot fish (11ngnificd under water). It 
was tied up updcr the.pier. ~11c fishermen \1ho had secured it tboro arc still lnughing 
Itm sure. ·ru-ef golly all I could think about ws tibur~n •••• shark). 'i118t isn't the 
funniest expcr.\.cnce 1•ve hnd. Tile top prize: still goes to the rtdvcnturc in Honduras 
vhen I got lost in n sunup vi th n Peace Corp friend. 

Dut don't 'let me fo:,l you. Most of my days here hnvc baen uuito calm. I'm 
reading L.A. ~crn novels, trying to understand trends in literature. In Gr4cr to 
undcrstnnrl and •h1prove my Spanish-I •m receiving an hour cl.ass daily. }ly Frencla 
class is over. 'lite Nica sw.Jl!lCr vacation is }Jnrch through l-lay. So, l 'm doing an 
independent s1J.l.tdy 011 rural life with et1phas1s 011 the tcenn,-~ers, their needs, problems, 
desires, etc.,. I'll be living in ti1rce contrasting c01ouunitica, ouc near RJnae,ua, 
ano1;hcr ant isol.o tcd i ;lond in Lnke tticaragua and tltc other in the interior near 
Rama. It rill bring bncl. many mec1ories of life in Bro.Eil. aere I 'vo been quite the 
"city sl. ker" for a Ks. farmgirl. 

Al ill be do1ht a study with nn !:dtu:~ friend in .J.fa7 a~u t the effec 
US infonnatic>nal seff'ice projects. We want to scac 11bat hap;lens to the books, tnpes, 
etc ••• that &re given to help spread information among the illitcrntcs • 

. I won't •go to the ct,untry till after this uec.i-.cnd. Sara Uentlcy, my good 
'ff1eta I(·;L friend, is sto1 r,ing by for a visit on her way hOJnC f'rOlll Argentina where 
she wo.s an nm;. 

I'm ~orry to report that I have no ne~a about any rowances witll Latin lovers. 
1 111 stj.11 dnting Wolfgnll{;,the German frota Heidelberg. It's a crazy world ••• maybe 
rq sister Judy in Ge~ can find a Latin r.1ucrican to <late to coq,ensate. I 1m not 
exactly folloviug the oli rule of foreign relations, "consume vhat t.ie country produces", 
ho ho.... (if you la ow any Le.tin lovers- you la1ow I'm t1Jel1 safer t!1is way) 

Next years plansu. ?~ u ?? I •r.i waiting to hear frcm Indiana, Texas nnd \-'isconsin. 
If I don •t receive a fellowship for graduate school, I'll join tho 8 to 5 crowd. 
:>ossiblJ, I tJigbt be able to work in~, isit to Judy to l~uro~ for n short trilile. 
As ffir as details, Where? \,'hat? ~ No sc. Ym:ios a vor. Tiroo will tell. 
OFJiER-fHf- if you wa.ut the nnswcr send 11cwsy lcttc,r to APTro. 3365., llanagua, Nicaragua. 
hint •••• hint-···· 

l 'll close now on tI nt uotc, \fith hopes that you are well, findiug life 
aoaningfnl l!nd happy nnd not toooooo busy. 

OF COU tit•:, 1 1m lookin~ forward to n reunion within tbc comilig months. 
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