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Please forgive me for this long overdue nei-tsletter. Those of you who have 
written have been able to follow my activiti~~~ · For the rest of you this will 
be new ma ter:fal. 

·. ,r 

I have been in Laos, the Land' of a Million' Elephants, for about two ·months 
now. The story I present will be a little different than the one\rou read about 
in your local paper. Most of _the time I am not even aware that there is a 
supposed war going on in Laos. The only thing that even. reminds me of it, is 
the occasional tank that goes by or the presence·· of . a soldier on crutches who 

. _happened to .step on a land mine. The Laos . that I really: see and work in ·is 
surrounded . by rugged mountains and jungles • . ·. The . c6ur1try is composed of small 
villages with muddy streets, bpat,s and banana· t,r~es and , the muddy Mekong river. 
Al:l., . of this revolves around shy but friendly _peo:ple living in ti'n-roofed shacks. 

. . . . : . . . ~ . 
,. i · 

I :will spend pa!'.t 9f .this ne~sletter telling_ you a little abo1,1t Laos · and its ­
geography. If you have looked at a map recentiy you· k·now that; Laos 'is an elongated 
pork chop-shaped country surrounded by six countries. If is about the ·same" size 
as K~msas, .. The eastern , mountain barrier is a fairly continuous. range with peaks 
rising t:,; 8,0.90 feet·, a~ct' .is qro.ssed by only three' main _passes • . The mountains 
br.anch into a series of pa,rallel ranges near the northern tip of La9s making·· 
communication difficult. In the south are broad pla~ns, broken by streams. 

Laos i .s ever dependent on the Mekong which marks the long western boundary. 
Th~ .. Mekqng and its tributa:ries serve as · the mairi highway and the source of •1ife 
fov ., B! rice-producing econonzy-._ · Since the ·Mekong~ ip .the only highway in this ·; 
mou~1;,pinous and forested area; customs, ~rt, _and li_fe ha:ve changed very little 
_in t_h,e past J,._00 years. 

L,aos·: ;1has a
0

,:t;.r6pical to semitropical climate 'with 'Jwo seasons, the rainy and 
,tihe !icy . . We .a.re at the end _of 'the rainy season now. The wet season '·rurts f°rom 
,July to:. ;i_ate,~ August. .During _this ti~e the rain ·,may fall steadily _for several 
days. The annual rainfall runs from 50-90 inches. The highest temperatures, 
in the 90's, are reached in March and April just before the rains-._ In the cooler 
part :· of . the ;_d,ry : s~ason ( December and .J; anuary) tempera tu res averag;e from the 60 9 s 
to , rt'tte 7Q.',s .• . : 

-~ . ',: .~ r _; _r ·. :•: ~ ~: • . r . . . . 
. , -· A :£9rmc!-J. ... <;ensus h.as never. been taken in Laos so it depends upon whibh·book you 

are , reading as . to what the' population is. One . book I have read estimates 'the 
.. popij.ift,ior,t .at 2 million while another says 3 milliob. 

Th~·· Lao'i.ian poptJ.lati;n · is composed ~f many different ethnic groups, all =tracing 
their anc~story back to historic peoples . of southern China. Thei·r present diver-
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sity and isolation have made difficult any true political and cultural unity. 
There are four main groups: the Lao, the Tai, the Man, and the Kha. 

The Lao occupy the fertile lowland plains (?f the Mekong and its tributaries 
and form a roughly continuous settlement more unified than any other group. 
The Tai tribes, forming about a sixth of the population, live chiefly in 
widely scattered sett lements of the mountain valleys of northern Laos. They 
differ from the Lao, but share cultural origins, and are primarily rice 
growers. Meo and Man hill tribes comprise 5-10% of the population. The Meo 
cannot or will not live at altitudes of less than 3000v. They practice 
slash-and-burn agriculture to a more intensive degree than the other tribal 
peoples. They raise corn, rice, and opium and breed animals. Kha, the 
Laotian word for n slave;' is applied by the Lao to some sixty different tribes 
whom the Lao consider their inferiors. These tribes, about 25% of the popu­
lation, live on mountain slopes above the Lao and cultivate rice, maize, 
tobacco, cotton, and other crops. 

Ninety-five percent of the people are engaged in the traditional economy of 
subsistence family agriculture. The typical farmer, on his small farm, uses 
a few simple implements and perhaps a water buffalo to cultivate the staple 
crop of rice, and also grows some maize and garden products. Because of their 
unskilled background and disinclination to leave agriculture, there is almost 
no skilled or semiskilled labor available, making an industrial base for 
economic self-sufficiency difficult. Most of the commercial enterprises are 
located in or near the few urban centers and consist of small sawmills, rice 
mills, brick kilns, garages, print shops, ice works, etc. - producing basic 
products which require no extensive processing. 

Laos has in effect two capitals. The city of Vientiane is the government 
capital, where all of the business is taken care of and Luang Prabang is the 
Royal Capital where the King maintains his residence. Luang Prabang is located 
about 120 miles north of Vientiane . 

Presently my work is in Luang Prabang, which is an exquisite French Colonial 
town nestled in the Mekong valley and surrounded by beautiful green mountains. 
My work itself will be at the regionalteachertraining center which is located 
on the edge of the village. Here the 5tudents come for a_ one year training 
program, at the completion of which all of them return to villages and teach. 
I teach at one of three such schools in Laos. Here I am an advisor to the 
director which means there is no set job. This means that one day I will spend 
most of my time with the agricultural phase of the program and the next could 
be assisting with the planning of future buildings. I will go into more detail 
about the school and my job in the next letter. 

Before closing I had better tell youalittle about the organization I am working 
with. IVS (International Voluntary Services) is a non-profit organization 
chartered under the laws of the District of Columbia in 1953. It was organized 
out of concern for needs of people overseas who were to a great extent unreached 
by the prevailing technical assistance and economic aid programs. IVS has 
become especially conce.rned with the rural people who seem to suffer major dis­
advantage for participating in the social and economic development programs 
being undertaken throughout the world. Most of the people in underdeveloped 
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or emerging countries are rural people and it is important that they find 
new opportunities and satisfactions in their native rural setting rather than 
migrate, untrained, to the urban centers. 

IVS volunteers overseas live and work among these disadvantaged but aspiring 
people working along lines that will bring satisfaction in their lives. The 
programs suited to their development must be based on the needs of the people 
concerned, their interest, their abilities, and resources available to them. 
A large part of the work consists of practical opera~ions in related fields: 
the IVS electrican is in charge of the power plants; the plumber supervises 
installation, maintenance and repair of plumbing and sewage disposal; the 
Animal Husbandryman oversees the livestock breeding farm and agricultural 
programs. Other personnel are skilled in nursing, home economics, carpentry, 
and similar basic programs. 

This newsletter is my introduction to Laos. I have avoided putting down first 
impressions because they will be tempered by time. In following newsletters 
I will describe the local situation in more detail. 

This newsletter is one of the courtesiesaffordedteam members by IVS/Washington. 
If you don°t receive any mail from me other than this don 9 t feel neglected. 
This serves as the easiest and fastest way for me to keep in contact with you 
not to mention cheapest. 

I will close for now. If you want to continue receiving this newsletter please 
write me by the 15th of next month, otherwise you name will be removed. 

Cordially, 

Larry Woodson 

My mailing address is: 
Larry Woodson 
IVS-USAID Education Division 
APO 152 
San Francisco, California 

P.S. Permission to publish this letter, in whole or in part, must be secured 
from International Voluntary Services, Inc., 1903 N Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20036. 
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Please forgi~.~'. .~~ fpr this long over,due newslett.~r.. ,_. Th; ~~· of you who. hav.~ 
wrl"ttten ha\'.'-e -P~: able to follow my,. ?-ctivitie,s.. ,For the _rest of you this wil_l . 
be new _mat.,erial, :-, .. ·.,, ,_.-.1 ... _· •·: ~. ,: - ' <: ; JJ->•·· · 
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I have been in Laos, the Land of a Million Elephants, for abo.µt two '.months ·_., 
now. The story I present will be a little different than the one . you read about 
in your local paper. Most of. the t-i'g1e .. I . am .not even aware tha,t th~re . i-s. a 
supppsed war_ ·goi.ng ,on in Laos •.. .•. .J;he only thing that even re~in(is· nie.· o:f it, ~s ;i 
the occasional t~mk that goes by. -or the presence of a soldi~r on crutches who 
happened to ,step on .a land .mine. The Laos that , I really see· and work in is . 
surrounded by -rugged .. mountains and jungles.. , ';];'he country .is composed of small 
villages with muddy .15tre~t·s, .. boats and banan.a, trees, and the muddy Mekong river. 
All of this reyolves· iaround, shy but friendly pe_ople living in tin-ropfed shacks. 

I will .spen¢l, ,pa,rt of this newsletter telli~g yo~:.a little a,bout Laos .. and. its, • 
geography. If you have looked at a map recently .you know that Laos ii~· an ,13longated 
pork chop-shaped country surrounded by six countries. It is about the same size 
as Kansas,. ,-The_ eastern mounta,.tn barrier is a fairly_ continuous range with peaks 
rising tp 8,Q0Q,.feet .i;_and is .c;_rossed by only;· three main paspes • . The mountains .' 
bra,nch into a · s!3ries . of parall~l ranges near. the northern :tJp . of: ,Laos making . 
communication difficult. In the south are br_oad plains, broken by streams. · 

Laos );s '. ever dependent on the Mekong .which marks the long wes-tern boundary:. 
The }lek.ong and its tributc1:pies serv~ as the main ,hJ,ghway and the sourqe ot; l:ife. 
for. _ia . rice-producing econ9JI1Y-~ _ Since the Me~ong,. :ls the only highway in tni,s ... · 
mount;,a;inous and forested .ar-ea ; customs, art , .. and .'.life have changed very lit;tle 
in .the past, 100 years. · ·;r.,:t . . 

. , . :;_ ?:'.{ [ ", 

Laos has a tropical to semt t ;r\gp;i.cal climate with twq se_asons·~ . the rainy. _a~q. 
the dry • . • :-~e are at the end of .. the rainy season now:. , The we,t -season runs from 
~~Y to la:t,-er August. ·During this . time the rain may .fall steadily for. sever.al 
days. The annual rainfa:11 runs from 50-90 inches. The highest t~mperatures, 
in the 90's, are reached in March and April just before the .rains. In the cooler 

· part of .' t,he dry season ( Decembe.r .~nd January) temperatures average., fr:om the ~O Os 
to the.- 70 ~s.' , . · .. · 

"1f) ' -' __ ( r-1.;-''·: ' i ~ , • .-. : · .. , ·. ~· . . . , •. . . • , .· 

A .. 'f .o,rmil census has never been taken in L~os sq 1.t dep,ends, :i,ipon whic~ _.b9_0~:; Y01:lJ . 
· are re!ild:i\'\g as ,to :what the population ?,S. . One, }?oqk I •. ~a:ye. . read estimate,s ~ne \' , 
pop~lat:i;on, _at 2 · million while another S<?,Y?· 3 mill~on. . '\ ,_,. . ;,:-, 

The L~~tianpo~~lation is -~o~~osed ~f many different ethnic . groups, all tracing 
their ancestory back to historic peoples of southern China. Their present diver-
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sity and isolation have made difficult any true political and cultural unity. 
There are four main groups: the Lao, the Tai, the Man, and the Khao 

The Lao occupy the fertile · lowland plains of the :Mekong and its· tributaries 
and form a roug-hlJi' •c.ontinuous set~lement more unified than any other groupo 
The '.fat tribes, fO'r~ing about ·a sixth of the population, live chiefly .in 
widely scattered'•·settlements of the nrolintain valleys -of northern Laos. · They 
differ from the Lao, but share cultural origins, and are primarily rice , 
growers. Meo and .Man hil],., , tribel':l .. comprise 5-10% of the populat:i,ori'. 'fhe Meo~· 
cannot or will riot · live at altitudes of less than · JOOO_ v. They practice , 
slash-and-burn·1 agr'icl.f1.tU:1re to a more int-=ens-'iv-'e; d~"greEi: than the other trib;i:l .' L. 

peoples\'> They rafsEV'ccirn, rice, and op'itfof and b~eed animals. Kha, the ·, :_c ·r· 
Laotian word for :1slave" is applied by the Lao to some sixty different tribes · 
whom the Lao consider their inferiorso Th_ese tribes, about 25% of the popu­
lation,' live on mcitltitaitiL slopes above ·the: Laci and cultivate rice, maize, .. 
tobacco;~ cotton, and oth~~ tfrops. : _: ', · .L. ·· 

· :· h~ =. . :.;i•: 

Ninety-five -percent of ithe people i,a'r~ engaged in the traditional economy of !,':: 
subsistence-:·family ag:r±·oulture. The typical farmer, on his. ·small farm, uses '• 
a few simpte-: impl;ementsiJaha perhaps a wate1:-i'buffalo to cultivate the staple 
crop of rice,, ~ti -:also igrbws some maize and garden products. Because of thet:r 
unskill~d backgv<:1und iand <disinclination td leave agriculture, tnere is almo1st'• · 
no skilled'•·or sem:iiskilled labor available/ making an industrial base for 
economic self-sufficiency difficult. Most of the commercial enterprises are 
locatecfJ'in or •nea't t-he few urban centers arid consist of small sawmills, rice 

. ,,, 1, mills,0 :ibr-ick kilns; ' garages, print shcips ? ·'ice works, etc~- - producing basic 
, prodU'Mis which :•require no extensive processing. ·. 
: :- --~~:1 ·· ~,.,._ ;.. ,., . .. · r: :·~·• :.J ·.· .. ,_ ... · 

Laoi;;c.; ,ha;s · in effeet two capitals. The ' city of Vientiane is the government _ 
capittal'; whe're all ·bf the business ·ts: taken care of and Luang Prabang is th:ei-',. ~cJ 
Royalc:; 'Capital where the King maintains' his residence. Luang Prabarig is· locat~d 
about 120 miles north of Vientiane. 

Presently my work _is •in Luang Prabang'; which is an exquisite French Colonial 
town nestled in 1.tbe Mekong valley and' surrounded by beautiful green mountains. 
My work itself 'Wl.11 be''at the regional teachertrainfng center which is located 
on the edge of the village. Here the students come for a one year training 
program, at the completion of which all of them return to villages and teach. 
I teach at/ one of three; such schools in Laos. Here I am an advisor to the 
director'· which means there is no; set job. This means that one day I will spend 
most of my·:, tim~-'- with the agrfoultural phase of the program and.' the next could 
be assisting ··with· the j :>lari.ning of future buildings. I will ·go into more detail 
about the school and fuy Job ' in the next letter. 

, . i ._: 

Before closing I had better tell you a little about the organization -I am working 
with. IVS (International Voluntary Services) is a non-profit organization 
chartered under the la-w~r bf the District of Columbia in ·· i953'>' ' It''wis' organized 
out of · concern for needif •of people overseas who were tb ' a gr~9-t extent unre·ached 
by the prevailing technical assistance and economic aid programs. IVS h'as · ··· 
become especially concerned wifuthe rural people who seem to s~ffer major dis­
advantage for pa'.rticipating in· the social and economic developrhknt pro·g'ra.ms ' ; ; : 
beirig urtdertakeri'throughout the world. Most of the 'people irl underdevel:oped'"' 1

" 
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or emerging countries are rural people and it is important that they find 
new opportunities and satisfactions in their native rural setting rather than 
migrat~, untrained, to the urban centers. 

IVS volunteers overseas live and work among these disadvantaged but aspiring 
people working along lines that will bring satisfaction in their lives. The 
programs suited to their development must be based on the needs of the people 
concerned, their interest, their abilities, and resources available to them. 
A large part of the work consists of practical opera.tions in related fields: 
the IVS electrican is in charge of the power plants; the plumber supervises 
installation, maintenance and repair of plumbing and sewage disposal; the 
Animal Husbandryman . oversees the livestock breeding farm and agricultural 
programs. Other personnel are skilled in nursing, home economics, carpentry, 
and similar basic programs. 

This newsletter is my introduction to Laos. I have avoided putting down first 
impressions because they will be tempered by time. In following newsletters 
I will describe the local situation in more detail. 

This newsletter is one of the courtesiesaffordedteam members by IVS/Washington. 
If you don 9 t receive any mail from me other than this don 9 t feel neglected. 
This serves as the easiest and fastest way for me to keep in contact with you 
not to mention cheapest. 

I will close for now. If you want to continue receiving this newsletter please 
write me by the 15th of next month, otherwise you name will be removed. 

Cordially, 

Larry Woodson 

My mailing address is: 
Larry Woodson 
IVS-USAID Education Division 
APO 152 
San Francisco, California 

P.S. Permission to publish this letter, in whole or in part, must be secured 
from International Voluntary Services, Inc., 1903 N Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. 
20036. 
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Please . .{orgi;ire m~ .for : this long qverdue newsletter. Those of .you who have 
written ·p~;v-~·.been able to follow my .activities. For the rest of you this w~ll 
be new material. 

I have been in Laos, the Land of a Million E~ephants, {or about two .months . 
now. The story I present will be a little different than the one you read about 
in your lo-oal : paper. : . . Mo st of . the . i;,t_me I am not -. even _ aware that there :is a 
supposed war_ going on in Laos. The. only thing that even;.reminds me 9f it., is 
the ,_ occasi9nal tank : that goes by or the pre.sence · ~f · ~ -~~id~er on C_!'Utches wh9 

,_happened to step 9n a land mine. The Laos . that I really;. see and work in is. 
SU-r .rounded by rugged mountains and jungles • .. The (?OUntry is _: :Composecl of small 
villages with muddy streets, b9ats and banana trees and the : l)luddy Meko_ng._ ,river. 
AlJ of this revolves -around shy but . fr:i,.endly people living •in tin-;-roofed :ph.a.cks • 

. ( . . ':.-• ·,. 

I :will spend .. part of _ this n~wsletter telling you a little about Laos. and _ it,s 
geography. If you have looked _ at a map recently you know-that Laos _ is 4p elongated 
pork chop-shaped country surrounded by six countries. It is about the same size 
as Kat:J;sas. The ~astern . mountain : barrier is a fairly continuous range .. w=i,th .peaks 
r:L·sing to 8,000 f.~~t, and ·is cro:s~ed .: by only th_ree rna,in passes • . The ~~}:l-l,l}~P,s 

_b:c; .Pr,a,_n_ch into -a ser-ies of parallel ranges near the nor-thern tip . of Laos_ . ma~ing,-i 
communication difficult. In the south are , b~_oad plains~ broken by streams~. ,_ 

Lao.s , is ·ever . dependent on the Mekong wh;i.q~ marks the l9ng western boundary •. 
The Mekong -and its tributaries .. serve -as the main highway and the source o:f, life ... . . ,/ ,.. . . / ' . ,_ . ,) 

:·for .a, rice-producing economy. . Sine~ the Mekong is the qnly highway in_ t-9is,0i.; 

mountainous and forested - area; customs, art, .and life }:lave changed very littJe 
;in the past 100, years. . . · · · · · 

Laos _has a tropical .to semitr•Opi.cal climate with two seasons, t}ie raj,t1Y _arid­
_the -dry, •. , We . are _ at the .end of ·:the r ,c1riny season now. The wet season runs _f,rf?m 

_ · July to later. August. During this , .. time the rain may fall s'teadily for ~everal 
days. The a~nual rainfall runs from; 50~90 in~hes. The highest temperatures., 
in the 90's, are reached in March and April just before the rains. In the ·cooler 
part of the dry s~ason (December and January) temperatures average from .the 60 1 s 
to .the 70·1 s. · · , . 

. -.,, .. 

·_.·. ·-A. formal census has never . been :taken in Laos so it_ depends 
are reading _as to ·-what the populatiop. is • . One book I have 

- ,P-,opulat-ion at -2 million while another says 3 million • . 

upon .wnich. ·b.p~i< fou 
read esttmat~r \pe 

;-:.r . . . : • , .,r-=. 
'I'he Laotian,:population is compqsed of m_any different ethnic groups, all t~-c1,cing 
their ancestory back to historic peoples of southern China. Their present' diver-
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sity and isolation have made difficult any true political and cultural unity. 
There are four main groups: the Lao, the Tai, the Man, and the Kha • 

. :l . :-

The Dab\·ocoµp:f>the fertile lowland plains of the Mekong and its tributaries 
and form a roughly continuous settlement more unified than any other group. 
The Tai tribes, forming about a sixth of the population, live chiefly in 
widely $cattered settlements of the mountain valleys of northern Laos. They \,~, .... t 

differ from the Lao, but share cultural origins, and are primarily rice 
growers. Meo and Man hill tribes comprise 5-10% of the population. The Meo 
cannot or w±ll not live at altitudes of less than 3000 9 • They practice 
slash~and-burn '•ag~iculture to a mone.,• i~~ensive degree than the other tribal 
p~pples. , 'they 'i-aise co"tb, rice, and opi~ii{ and Q!'eed animals. Kha, the 
Laotian wotlt) for ;islave"Ui.is· applred· by the Lao ,tof. some sixrty different tribes 
whom the Lao consider their inferiors. These tribes, about 25% of the popu­
lation, live on mountain slopes abov~ the Lao and cultivate rice, maize, 
tobacco, cotton, and other crop~~_,,_t:'· 

, : ' l . -~ . . ! .. 

Ninety-five percent of the people are engaged in the traditional economy of 
subsistence family agr:_~culture. Thai typi'Cal farmer, on his small farm, uses 
a few simple implement-s' and perhaps a wat!er ·but:f{al-o, to cultivate the staple 
crop of rice, and also V grows sonieAnaize,and '. gar:dent·products. Because of their 
unskilled background and disinclination itc:>, leave ?agriculture, there is almost 
no skilled or semiskilled labor ; ava:i1Able~: making an industrial base for 
economic self-sufficiency diffi.cult~>"Mc5st of the· commercial enterprises are 
located in or near the few urban centers and consist of small sawmills, rice 
mills, brick kilns, garages, pr:int:'~shops, ice works, etc. - producing basic 
products which require no extensive processing. 

Laos has in effe·ct two capitals·~ The city of Vientiane is the government 
capital, where. all of the business is ta:ken care., 0£., and Luang Prabang is the . 
Royal Capital where the King maihtains his ·,res.±de.hee1

• Luang Prabang, is located 
about 120 miles north of Vientianei /,J· :· • 

Presently my work is in Luang Prabang, which is an exquisite Frenchi-i;;2lonial 
town nestled in the Mekong valley and; surrounded, by beautiful· grE11,m .-wo.untains. 
My work itself w'1.ll be at the regional teacher:tra..i,ning ,: 0.:e~t·1:tl.1.;_, jlQji_p-h .;;i.p located 
on the edge of the village. Here the students comeufor ,_a,, .~.n~ Yf?f¼P tpaining 
program, at the completion of which all of them return t .Q:-.1v:-i-1lag~_s ;a;11,q.. teach. 
I teach at one of three such schools in Laos. Here I am an advisor to the 
director which means there is no set job. This ·means-;:that :-~:r:!.E;l~ ,da-y; 1 will spend 
mo,st of my t~me with the agricultural phase of the progi-am ~_no_,,J,.he i next could 
bS: .~assisting with the planning of future build:i:ngs • . <II will ,J-gq ,Jn.t.o more detail 
about the school _and my job in the next letteN C:U . · .. "i .: .•.. ,',''.; 

Before closing I had better tell you a little about th~ q~g~J'lization I am working 
with. IVS (International Voluntary Services) is a non-profit organization 
chartered under the laws of the District of Columbia in 1953. It was organized 
out of concern for needs of people overseas who were to a great extent unreached 
by the prevailing technical assistance and economic- aid programs. IVS has 
become especially concerned with the rural people who seem to suffer major dis­
advantage for p~rticipating in the social and economic development programs 
being undertaken throughout ·the world~ Most of the people in underdeveloped 
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or emerging countries are rural people and it is important that they find 
new opportunities and satisfactions in their native rural setting rather than 
migrate, untrained, to the urban centers. 

IVS volunteers overseas live and work among these disadvantaged but aspiring 
people working along lines that will bring satisfaction in their lives. The 
programs suited to their development must be based on the needs of the people 
concerned, their interest, their abilities, and resources available to them. 
A large part of the work consists of practical opera~ions in related fields: 
the IVS electrican is in charge of the power plants; the plumber supervises 
installation, maintenance and repair of plumbing and sewage disposal; the 
Animal Husbandryman . oversees the livestock breeding farm and agricultural 
programs. Other personnel are skilled in nursing, home economics, carpentry, 
and similar basic programs. 

This newsletter is my introduction to Laos. I have avoided putting down first 
impressions because they will be tempered by time. In following newsletters 
I will describe the local situation in more detail. 

This newsletter is one of the courtesiesaffordedteam members by IVS/Washington. 
If you don't receive any mail from me other than this don't feel neglected. 
This serves as the easiest and fastest way for me to keep in contact with you 
not to mention cheapest. 

I will close for now. If you want to continue receiving this newsletter please 
write me by the 15th of next month, otherwise you name will be removed. 

Cordially, 

Larry Woodson 

My mailing address is: 
Larry Woodson 
IVS-USAID Education Division 
APO 152 
San Francisco, California 

P.S. Permission to publish this letter, in whole or in part, must be secured 
from International Voluntary Services, Inc., 1903 N Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20036. 
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Please forgive me for this long overdue newsletter. Those of you who _have 
wri'tten 'ha:ve ·been able to follow my activities. For the rest _of you _this will 
be new mdterial. 

I have been in Laos, the Land of a Million Elephants, for abput two months 
now. The story I present will be a little different than the one you read about 
in your ··local paper. Most of the time I am not even aware that there is a 
suppdsed·war .going .on in Laos. The -only thing that even reminds .me of it, is 
the·Loeca.sional tank that goes by or the presence of a soldier on cru,tches who 

·'l'lappened:· to step on a land mine. · The Laos that I really _see and work in is . 
su.rrotlnded by, l'.'ugged mountains and jungles • . The .country is composed of sroall 
villages with muddy streets, boats and banana trees and the ·muddy Mekong , river. 
All '·of ·this revolves around shy but -frienq.ly . people living in \in-roof'.ed sha~ks • 

. ··, j· .. •' ... ~.; 

I will spend part of .this newsletter telling -you a little about Laos. and its. 
geography. If you have looked at a map• recently you know -that Laos is an. elongated 
pork chop-shaped country surrounded by six countries. It is about the same size 
as Kansas. The eastern -mountain barrier is a fairly continuous range .with peaks 
rising-' to 8;000 feet, and is crossed by only th:r.~e main passes • . The mo-µnta;ins 

· ·- '-bl'.'anch~--into a series of paralle.l ranges near ~he \northern tip of ,_ Laos making . 
communication difficult. In the south are .broad plains, broken by streams. 

La.B-§' is ever dependent · on the Mekong wh;ich marks the long western boundary. 
Th~1: Mekong · and its tributaries . serve as the main highway and the source of life 
f 6r·>a rice-producing ·economy. · Sinoe the . Mekong is the only . highway in this 
mo:U..fitainous · and forested· area; customs, art, .and life have changed very little 
iin.,.rthe past 100 years. ,. · 

liaos has a tropical• to semitropical ~limate wi_th two seasons, the ra:i,ny a.n<;i; ~ 
the dry. We are at the end of ·the rainy seaso.n now. The wet season runs . f:r;pm 
July to later August·. During this time the rain may fall steadily for _._sever:al 
days. The annual rainfall runs from 50:-90 inches. The highest temperatµr~s.~ 
in the 90's, are reached in March and April just before the rains. In the cooler 
part of the dry season (December and January) temperatures average from the -60's 
to the ?O's. 

A formal census has never been taken in Laos so it depends upon which book you 
are reading .as to what the population is. • One book I have read estimates t~e 

·· population at 2 million while another says 3 mi].lion. -·~ 

The Laotian population is composed of many diff e,rent ethnic 'groups, all tracing 
their ancestory back to historic peoples of southern China. Their present diver-
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sity and isolation have made difficult any true political and cultural unity. 
There are four main groups: the Lao, the Tai, the Man, and the Kha. 

The Lao occupy the fertile lowland plains of the Mekong and its tributaries 
and form a roughly continuous settlement more unified than any other group. 
The Tai tribes, forming about a sixth of the population, live chiefly in 
widely scattered settlements of the mountain valleys of northern Laos. They 
differ from the Lao, but share cultural origins, and are primarily rice 
growers. Meo and Man hill tribes comprise 5-10% of the population. The Meo 
cannot or will not live at altitudes of less than J000Q. They pna~tice 
slash-and-burn agriculture to a more intensive degree than the other tribal 
peoples. They raise corn, rice, and opf<lm··artd breed: i.animals. ·Kha.,< ' t1ie 
Laotian word for :i slave11 is applied by the Lao to some; sixty d:i:f.f erent . tribes 
whom the Lao consider their inferiors. These tribes, about 25% of the popu­
lation, live on mountain sloEes above the Lao and cultivate rice, maize, 
tobacco, cotton, and other crops. 

Ninety-five percent of the people are engaged in the traditional economy of 
subsistence family agriculture. The tyPical farmer, on his ~sma~l farm, uses 
a few simple implements and perhap:s ,··~f .;iater buffalo· to ..cultivate ,the. staple 
crop of rice, and also grows some 'tna-i'Z'-e' and garden products~ ··B§lcau:se ·of· their 
unskilled background and disinclinatf-drtVto leave agriculture, there .tis ,-almost 
no skilled or semiskilled labor availabie, making an industrial base for -· 
economic self-sufficiency difficult. Most of the commercial enterprises are 
located in or near the few urban centers and consist of small sawmills, rice 
mills, brick kilns, garages, print shops, ice works, etc. - producing basic ~ 
products which require no extensive processing. •-' .". ,, 

Laos has in effect two capitals. The city of Vientiane is the government / .:r: 

capital, where all of the business is taken cat-e of and Luang Prabang is tiithe·, 
Royal Capital where the King maintains his res.idence. Luang Prabang 'is tilo.catfed 
about 120 miles north of Vientiane. · ·,. !', ·:, · 

Presently my work is in Luang ~rabang, which is an exquisite French ColoniaL' 
towri nestled in the ·_Mekong · valley and surrounded by beautiful greenJmotintairis. 
My work itselfL-wili..! be at the regional teacher training center which ·is·rlocated 
on the edge of the village. Here the students come for · a one year 0:trainingc 
program, at the completion of which all of them return to villages <and teagh. 
I teach at one of three such schools in Laos. Here I am an advisor to the 
director which means there is no set job. This means that one day I wall spend 
most of my time with the agricultural phase of the program and the next· could 
be assisting with the

1

planning of future buildings/ I will go into more detail 
about the school and my job iri the next letter. 

Before closing I had better tell you a little about the organization I am working 
with. IVS (International Voluntary Services) is a non-profit organization 
chartered under the laws of the District of Columbia in 1953. It was organized 
out of concern for needs of people overseas who were to a great extent unreached 
by the prevailing ' technical assistance and economic aid programs. IVS has 
become especially concerned with the rural people who seem to suffer-major dis­
advantage for participating in the social and economic development programs 
being undertaken throughout ·the world. · Most of the people in underdeveloped 
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or emerging countries are rural people and it is important that they find 
new opportunities and satisfactions in their native rural setting rather tnan 
migrate, untrained, to the urban centers. 

IVS volunteers overseas live and work among these disadvantaged but aspiring 
people working along lines that will bring satisfaction in their lives. The 
programs suited to their development must be based on the needs of the people 
concerned, their interest, their abilities, and resources available to them. 
A large part of the work consists of practical opera~ions in related fields: 
the IVS electrican is in charge of the power plants; the plumber supervises 
installation, maintenance and repair of plumbing and sewage disposal; the 
Animal Husbandryrnan oversees the livestock breeding farm and agricultural 
programs. Other personnel are skilled in nursing, home economics, carpentry, , 
and similar basic programs. 

This newsletter is my introduction to Laos. I have avoided putting down first 
impressions because they will be tempered by time. In following newsletters 
I will describe the local situation in more detail. 

This newsletter is one of the courtesiesaffordedteam members by IVS/Washington. 
If you don't receive any mail from me other than this don't feel neglected. 
This serves as the easiest and fastest way for me to keep in contact with you 
not to mention cheapest. 

I will close for now. If you want to continue receiving this newsletter please 
write me by the 15th of next month, otherwise you name will be removed. 

Cordially, 

Larry Woodson 

My mailing address is: 
Larry Woodson 
IVS-USAID Education Division 
APO 152 
San Francisco, California 

P.S. Permission to publish this letter, in whole or in part, must be secured 
from International Voluntary Services, Inc., 1903 N Street, N.W., W&shington, D.C. 
20036. 
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Please .forgive me for this .Jong overdue new$let_ter. Those of yo~. ~be( ha'v~ . !.· . 
written have. been able to follow my activities. For the rest of you, this will 

• ,: _t! · .• 

be ~e:w ~a te~ial. 
.. : \ . 

I have been in Laos/'· lhe "Land . of a Million Elephants, for· a.bout two months 
now. The story I present will be a little different than the one you read about 
in; yo.uru_lo,cal paper •.. Most of the time I am not even aware _that there is a 
s~pps~d"war ~oing _p·n in L?-os., -. Th_e. o.~Y thing that even rEim~n4,i .me_ f:~f° it,_ i's 
th~;:.?.S~?-s:i,c;mal tank t.bat goi.~-, b;y;: Qf _the presence of a so+d:i¥r) ?P cpu,.tches wb6 
¥RPe~ed to step on ,a,. land mine. _The Lq.os that I l:'e?-llY see a_nd w_ork -tn is _ 
sur:rpunded by rugged mo.unt.ains and jungles, • . T.he country is c.6.mpbsea. · of small 
villages ¥,ith muddy _streets, boats anci , biinana'·_ tr~es and, the mudd,y Mekong river. 
All of this: revolves .around shy but. friendly . .p~op;L.e living il'l; tin-roo_fed _sh_acks. 

. . •· . . . ' :. . .. 
. . . 

• : ' • :i!\•:::: .. , ·: .11 ' . •. ' , , • . • •1·· , _ ; • • • 

I .w:i,11 spend!.part _of_ ._this newsletter tel:)..ing you a li ½tl_7 about , t~o_s and ~ts· 
geography. If you have looked at a map recently you know tha,t -~aos· is ar("~:J_ongated 
pork chop-shaped country surrounded by six countries. It is about the same '''i;ize 
as Kansas. ,:J'he Elast.ern, _mounta,in barrier is a fairly _contin~ous range with peaks 
r?,sing to .,fu,009 .feet, and ~s :Grpssed _by only -~hr.~e main passes~ .. ' ;"•~he mountai,ns 

.· }:)ranch in-to _a,. .. seri-13s of par~ll_el .rang!3s n_ear, ;tJ1e · northern ~~pi,91
1
~,L.a:9~ · mak:tng ; 

communication difficult. In .the south are br·oa9- plains, brolcen br.,~i=rtr;Sams. ::. 
... . . . - . . . . ; . ~ . 

L_aos is e".'er dependen;t on the Mekqng_ whicp. marks the lo,ng western poypd.~17~ .• :: 
The Mekong. and its tl'.il>utaries :~er;re as· tp.e main_ highway and the .s_ou:tce ' of l;i.fe 
'.for a· r:i;ce:..producing .e~onomy .. , : SinGE;l 'the ) '1ekor)f 'is the only. higl-~wiy; _ih, 1thi';),,_ 
mountainous and forest.ad· arei;' cµp_:toms, art; _and life h.a,ve c~anged very little 
.in the past 100 years • .. · .. , .· . _:. ',:: ''. · . . ·' · · · 

L_?-o~ qas a tropical to. sem.it;r-opfoal ·c;t.imate with .twC? seasons, the rainy and. 
th.e .dry.. W~: _are at th_e end of . the rainy season n(?W_. The wet season 'runs from 

c: J;uly to, ,iate·r. August. · During this time the rain piay fall steadily _for several 
- . . days. -The annual ·rainfall runs ·from 50-90 inche'J~ The highest temperature_s:, 

in the 90's, are reached in March and April just before the rains~ In the cooler 
~_;.: .::, par-t 1,9-f the ·dry i~~~on -{December and _January) temperat1:1res _aver~_g~ . from . the __ pO' s 

to . t:l}e 70 's. . ·. '"" •, .. . . : :. _· ;.· ·- · · · · 

-,,::··:;'::.A formai ce~~us h?:s :never \);ee~ taken . in . Laos so it depe,rids '._~por(_wh.ich -book you 
are , reading _as to. · what the populatio_n is. One book . I _h,ave read e·stimates the 
pop-ql~tion at 2 million while another . says 3 million., -

' ' ., I -

./": ,-:-,•: •: :.· ! .. . ' ·-'. . . . 
Th13 , 1.,ao~terI?e: µopulati?.n is composed of many _differerit. ~thnic groups, all ·tricing 
their ancestory back to historic peoples of southern China. Their p'resent diver-
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sity and isolation have made difficult any true political and cultural unity. 
There are four main groups: the Lao, the Tai, the Man, and the Kha. 

The Lao occupy the fertile lowland plains of the Mekong and its tributaries 
and form a roughly continuous settlement more unified than any other group. 
The rai tribes, fo~ming about a sixth of the population, live chiefly in 
widely scatt

1
ered.: .s.ett,lements of the mountain valleys of northern Laos. They 

differ from the Lao; but share cultural origins, and are primarily rice 
growers. Meo and Man hill tribes comprise 5-10% of the population. The Meo 
cannot or will not live at altitudes of less than 3000 9

• They practice 
slash:-an~-b~rr: agri$~~~

1
ure .,to ~ more i~~8.9::?iv~. degr13e t~ar:i. the other .tribal 

peoples. 'l'hey rai~:e ·co:r:r:i.,· rice., .and_ pl)iutn ancl. ,br~ed · animal~~ _Kha, the 
Laotian word for' 11slave11 'is applied by' the Lao'·to some si'.Xtf ·a,ifferent tribes 
whom the Lao consider their inferiors. These tribes, about 25% of the popu­
latioJh ·lii.[e on mountain slopes i8,bove .the Lao and cultivate rice, maize, 

. Job,a,~/co; cotton, ~~d othei-_
1}fr~p{~ ::.:< 1: r ,, . ' ,'; , , . ,: . 

i:- · . :.. . '.; :.'.\ I . :--:: .:i· ·· 

N,ine~y-five perc.ent of ,the P,~,op},~,. Fir~ ;~pg"a',g~d in the traditional economy of 
_subsistence family agricultu~~~-'. ;1~,e tr,Fic:al farmer, on hi~ small farm, uses 
a few simple implements and pe;rha;ps a water buffalo to cultivate the staple 
,cro·f' qf rice, ~nd also gfows scime m~:tze and gar-de.n. products. Because of their 
·unskilled background a:nd."disinclinatfon to lea.v·e agriculture, there is almost 

. ~ no . skil.1.~d or semiskilled labor ava:i:lable , , ;'thiking an industrial base for 

.. econcmi'b s·elf-sufficieri6y difficult~- Most•rof ;_the c6mm~rcial enterprises are 
located in o.r near the few urban centers and consist of small sawmills, rice 

,; . ·• • • 1 • ' • • ' I • • 1 
• '. ' •t r: ·r I" 1 •• ' -· • • ' '• ., • • • 

j c;. mills; prick ki_lnf,, ga~,ages, print ~f):'io~~.,-~ic,~ works, e-t:.,c. - ppoducing: basic 
products whiph ·re.quire 'no. ~~tensive proce~·s.t1

1
g~ ., ; .: ' · 

Lao.s p.a,s in 'ei:re"JV -~wo c~pi;tai~~- Tp_e city o:fvienfia:ne'. is the . government 
capi,\al, where' ali of the ' bUsiness ,;is taken c&yre of al'.ld Luang Prabang is1 ' the 
Royal Capital wh~re the K:i,Ng maintains his · residence. · ·Luang ·Prabang :i,s ' lhcated 
ab'out 126 miles' north of Vientiane, . , . . . ' ,' . 

Pre~entJ.y my 'w_ork is i .n .Luang 'i!'.~b-~n,g, which is an exquisite F!'ench Colonial 
town nestled in the Mekong vall~y and surrounded by beautiful .green mountains. 
My work itself :will be, tt: the regi'6nal teacher training cerit~r wb£ccK· i$ f-o2ti'ted 

• . . ': ! -',••I ":7~ .• •• •• ,,,•. .,, ' • ,'; , ) ✓ > ,'-.ffr•{'-f (" ~•: •'••'/(", 

ori the edge of the village. . Here the students come for a orie y~:ar, ·~·rra1:ri:iJ"lg . 
program, at the completion of which all of them return to vi'.lla.'ges' attd · tea&h. 
I teach at one of three sl).ch .school;s in Laos •. Here I am an advisor to the 
dir,ecto'r ~hi~h me~ri~ ·\here is ;11,0 s.et job. This means that On&'·d.a'.y,·~ r1-{h11 spend 
most of my time '~i th the agric;u.it~-r:al phasei ·. o,f the program arid \h$ neft could 
be :assistirig with .the planning : o:t' fu~ure bu:i,l~ings. I will g6 into more detail 
about the school and my job in 'the next letter. , , , . .. _,. r •·.- ·: .. 

Before closing I had ·bettef 'te11 ·:y6u a little about the organization I am working 
with. IVS (International Voluntary Services) is a non-profit organization 

., chartered under the laws of .the District of Columbia in 1953. _It wa~ organized 
. ) ;~ut .of concerr:i for rieeds orpeople overseas who were . to a gre:i-C•git~itt'· unre·ached 
·by the prevailing technic_al assistance and economic aid prografris. ;j':'• rv§'' .has ' . 
become especially concerned with the rural people who seem to suffe~ ·mJjor dis­
advantage for parttcipating in. the social ~nd economic develop~e,nt programs 
being undertaken throughout the world/ Mo~t · of_ the people ih 1~der~eveloped 



- 3 -

or emerging countries are rural people and it is important that they find 
new opportunities and satisfactions in their native rural setting rather tnan 
migrate, untrained, to the urban centers. 

IVS volunteers overseas live and work among these disadvantaged but aspiring 
people working along lines that will bring satisfaction in their lives. The 
programs suited to their development must be based on the needs of the people 
concerned, their interest, their abilities, and resources available to them. 
A large part of the work consists of practical opera."bions in related fields: 
the IVS electrican is in charge of the power plants; the plumber supervises 
installation, maintenance and repair of plumbing and sewage disposal; the 
Animal Husbandryman . oversees the livestock breeding farm and agricultural 
programs. Other personnel are skilled in nursing, home economics, carpentry, 
and similar basic programs. 

This newsletter is my introduction to Laos. I have avoided putting down first 
impressions because they will be tempered by time. In following newsletters 
I will describe the local situation in more detail. 

This newsletter is one of the courtesiesaffordedteam members by IVS/Washington. 
If you don 9 t receive any mail from me other than this don't feel neglected. 
This serves as the easiest and fastest way for me to keep in contact with you 
not to mention cheapest. 

I will close for now. If you want to continue receiving this newsletter please 
write me by the 15th of next month, otherwise you name will be removed. 

Cordially, 

Larry Woodson 

My mailing address is: 
Larry Woodson 
IVS-USAID Education Division 
APO 152 
San Francisco, California 

P.S. Permission to publish this letter, in whole or in part, must be secured 
from International Voluntary Services, Inc., 1903 N Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20036. 




