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the poppies which produce opium. Again, in true Meo fashion,
we visited each house upon arrival to the village and were
offered something to drink in each of them. Following this,
we traveled farther up the mountain to their opium fields.
This particular village's poppie field had been written off
as a failure so wve weren't able to observe the >lorful
field of many colored blossoms that we expected. Instead

we found a few poppies in bloom and these had all white
blossoms. After taking several pictures, we returned to the
village for dinner. The meal was almost the same as before,
rice, spinach soup, and eggs scrambled with diced onions.
(almost everybody prepares eggs this way much to my disa--
pproval)

So far, I have found these trips very interesting as well
as educatinal. For example, we found out that we could buy
a wife for about sixty dollars and that a seventeen year-
0ld made the best wife. The girls have to marr someone
from a different clan. This means in time, there will be
somebody representing every clan in each village. One

clan might be silk-weavers, another blacksmiths and so on.
In this way, each village i8 almost a complete unit.

For those friends of mine who are sports enthusiast, I will
include the following. During my last two trips to Vientiane
I was able to play softball with the military groups there.
Both times I was there I pitched and so far have the fine
record of one win and one loss. The most significant thing
t° t has come out of it so far, other than new friends, has
been an invitation to come down and pitch for tt when
they fly to Bangkok and other places in Thailand to play
ball. I firnd it a real opvortunity to both travel and play
Tall. 7Ti:c seccnd thing of athletic importance is the
opening cof a new tennis court here in Luang Prabang, or
truthfully the recpening of an old tennis court. I have
been atle to play several games cerly in the morning and
again in the evening on weelktends. This gives mz another
opportunity to meet various pecple here in Luang Prabang.
All inall-one might say I am beginning to enjoy life in
Laos. - K

In closingj I'want to thank those of you that have continued
to writereven though you haven®t received a reply. 1 hope

I can keep' sending enough letters both news and personal to
stay on your.regular mailing list.

For those of you who worry about me, I will add that I am
quite safe, healthy, happy and with the good Loxds ©lessing
will remain that way. .

Cordially,

Larry Woodson






































