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J r , ~ . 

On<;~ . .again I beg your :(9.rg:j_ veness for thi~ ,.Jong overdue ~ 'ews­
l~t:ter. {vhen I firs_t 11 ~ 1 r .:i,.yed ii:t' Laos, c:1. fr.:j-(;!nd of mine , g~ve 
me some good advicE; . .' c-9.ri.9i(!lfning, newslette:rp,-, a ,nd pictures. · 
His adv-ice_. was · thi~; -., l',\fri te as many lette,;n, ,and take as 
many pictures the first six months as you can because after 
that everything will seem routine." \vell I am finding my­
se.lf , :i-n ,thi,s . situation;. Each time I start to write a 
.\ette..r I , if ind it takes ; me longer pecause I ., try to think of 
something to write about that each of you will be interested 
in reading. Thi~ partially explains the reason why I have 

. , rn-ot wr,i .tten since Janµary. 
f I Jt'11·• 

.. , ~- Several of you . hav.e probably read some of to·m Dooley's bo
1

oks 
I, in -wb;ic;:h he .,des.cribes his .adventures in Laos. In . one of his 

booksJ , )::ire 1te11s .about "th~ . night _they burned the rop\1n
1
~a~n ..• ," 

I remember the first time I read this particular chapter l 
vi~ioned some small fires on the mountain and that was 
aqo1.,1_t , 4J 11J•'· Now L ,rea.l ;i;_Ze: he ,was describing a major event 

-in, northern Laos r. anq.: J;p th~ lives of the mountain people. 
The burning of the ,_.moruntaii,.ns is an inte_gral part of their 
"slash and burn" ag;r:icul;tu.re. In. so me cases, they are burn­
ing old rice fields-. ; They s .tarted burning several weeks ago 
and they will still be burning for some weeks to ~ome. · •~~r ­
ing the last two Heeks there .has been enough smoke to · f ,· : 

f~vorabJ.iy J com,;,>air_ w·ith the c\~icago or Los Angeles smog ~·1
'' 

~~~n ai L ,lQok out my Mindow now toward the mountains io~~ 
(; ... t;w,o, mill;l:=i :q.\,r;a.y, I can _11ot see t _hem. I hope t:qis ·will _gfV'e 

1, .Y1QU some , id1ea; of how r~a_ny acres are being bu:r::ned. The · ~ew 
1areas , .-,that :tbey are 1c1earing, are c;ompletel1, . covered w'i 1i::h 
thick ,-vegetation composed of large trees~ virles, ·f~lle'n 

,logs and thorny under-prush. Needl~ss . t :o . say~ it i's' ' hard 
. woli'k . to .. clear the land. · · ' ' 

. 1 •• 

The last three months have been ,' quite _busy for me.'-' I
11
hive 

started teaching English seven days a week. Yo~~ · ti~~£ ·1 • 

thought was probably the same as mine when I was fir~t . 
approached and asked to teach English, "Why I am not quali­
fied to teach English"; well that e~cuse didn't last 

0

lortg. 
Now if anybody asks me about my qualifications, I simply" 
reply "my only qualifications are that I was raised in an 
English speaking country and that I can speak the language." 

j 
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Presently, I am teaching English three hours every week-night 
and two hours eash on Saturday and Sunday . The biggest pro­
blem being lack of books . 

Most of you have probably -some time or another picked up a 
newspaper and read a bout the unstable conditions in Vietnam, 
In doing so you hav e become accustomed to reading about the 
part th,i"t the Buddhist Monks have been playing in recent 
months> ' I will try to explain in the rest of this letter a 
little about the past history of the Monks in Laos at le&Stj 

About six centuries B.C., there was at the centre of the 
Gangetic India, between Benares and Patna, a country c~lled 
Magadha . Brahmani;sm was its national creed; yet' people's 
mind _had bec'.o:m~ :r:estless . . By the hundreds and thousa.'nds, 
bo-tti young and old were l 'eaving . their homes and fami!l 'ies in 
search for an -immortaliii whicti '. iheir traditi6nal creed 
failed to gi~e them. . . Y:. 

,, . . . 
. )' ·' . 

At that t:i;me, 
Buddhism·, and 

, p;p;_;lati9ns. 

a Sage was born, · who founded: ia riew doctrine, 
for 40 yea.rs h({ "t aught it td ' the ; enthusfa§tic 

r J -

I.'_!_,,: 1 •• , 

In the middle of the Jrd century B . C . , A~oka, the most pious 
of all the Buddhist kings of Magadha, propagated the doct~ine 
to the fa'.r ' corners of his empire, . and spread it to the Puh-, ) . . . '' . 
jab. in the West and to Ceylon in th~~Sijuth. During ' the •2hd• 
century under other· leaders it spread ' t o ~hina, Tibet art'd 
later Japan~ 

1 

·_,J;:;; 

L~ter Buddhism was ' ~o find one of its surest have n s on the 
banks of the Mekong and the Menam among the palm tre e s and 
the coconut groves. So today, Laos like Ceylon, is defi­
nitely the lani:~f monks . Every morning, ' ~ain or shine, the 
monks can be se ~in ' \ ,alki'ng along the strek'ts draped in orange 

-•,r, •· '1 "I, I . : I . 

robe~ ,, beg;ging ,tn~ir , rice and food. One ' by one~ - they file 
past ,:,"Ref~n:-·e me n W:P? 'r~main stand ~ng' their ' r _o~~s· drawn 

. across their shoulders and the kneeling women carrying bowls 
,, fill~d '../i t b offerings.:. ' To e a ch of them they present ;their 
,; begging ' .~o,wl s, ti:p_;p t rg them s ligtjtl_y . )\.;ft :er having received 

_., ,:the ·ball of rice a.n..d the piece. of cake, which men and iwomen 
, I_ J , • . •I· l,,. i < ,. . j • • 

slip in their bow]_ ·ivi th the d,_eepe ·st respect, they co-Ver• 'it 
and hide ·it aiain ~nder theii ' ~obes ' ~h& ~till re~a~nih~; 
silent and with downcast eyes thef -~roc~ed :bn thei~ ~ound . 
In Laotian, to do charity { to do gdbd, to giv·e alms), i.e . , 
acquiring merits for the next existence and, if possible to 
reach finai Nirvana. So t6J~e aims a~e giv~ri to the monks . 

• • i" J ~-:i . : i . . i i i 

The Lao beiieve that then/ f ~ no · compa;risbn' that will give 
an idea of .the immortal ·v\(lli~- of the leci.s 't ' 6'.ffering . "Who ­
ever, with a.1 

pious s9l;IJ) ,1 \ ~all walk around -~h~,. ·Thats and 
other monuments cont~in~,ng relics, shall · ligbt candles, · and 

• I ·J -, '- ~' . . ; • . 

bring . flq\jers, whoeve:i. ~~f:11 go on pilgri~age, will plant 



..,._3-;,.,._ 

· tll'e rdeep root,s of merits, ~eep ,put of Hell and go to _J;Ieaven. 11 

. -.• i. ~ J : 

-'f.ne Ladti,ans have given th ems elves body and soul to:. the ~1 Good 
. Law-0 of. wb':iich the monks are . the representatives. As an 
·;imagleJ i'of .the Buddha, · the mo.nks are respected and revered: 
eve~ydn~ ;prostrates before him and no one suspects his good 
fc:H-tti. ,, The , monks are the masters and the people listen to 
them.:;· The Laotian would also . consider it a sin in failing 

~r~o provide food to his monk, or to offer him only the poor­
: ··est of :(' o o d • 

Some of you might be wondering what the people do from the 
time they harvest the rice till the time they start t urning 
the mountains. Well his activities are much like that of 
a farmer in the States during the off-season. _However since 
there is very little industry in Laos, the farmer ;.i_s -c ~X-

~ ··• .. f'. . 

pected to forge and process his ploughshare, to str:a·i:ghten 
the handle of his plough, to make shafts and yokes: to 
repair the cart which has been stored under , the house for , 
several months: to make harrows and knives; •) to go to the . 
forest to find extremely along fibres which he will make 
traces for his bulls and buffaloes; to make fishing tackle 
needed to catch the fish the rains will bring back to.life; 
to repair the damaged roof of his house, to find new dwellings 
when necessary, to r~pair the weaving loom and to look after 
the sick buffalo. 

Moreover, he has to provide the everyqay food needed to feed 
his .. children and the monks. ' .. 

In trying_ to learn ,more about the people of La os, I have 
made sev~ial trips - up into the mountains to visit the var­
ious villages. One trip, I accompanied the missionary's 
and the Colombo doctors to a small. Meo village located a­
bout two hours travel from Luang Prabang. (one hour by jeep 
and one by foot} . After walking up and down the steep 
mountain trails, which at time ~ were so steep tlley had cut 
steps into the side of thee _mo\mj:;,ain, we finally reached 
th'e village. This particu],ar,, v i ,llage was co1,np.osed of one 
large family and about five bamboo :C..u ts . Upon arriving at 
the village, we: were inv ited to enter each house andlook 
around . .• We wer• also offered something to drink at ~ach 
hous-1'.l·· , usually water, tea or cof :£; €,'lf:l .•, After making the rounds 
we were to ret~rn to the villa.ge $R:A~f' s house ··for dinner. 
The dinner was · composed of rice, p-q,rk soup, cabbage soup, and 
LaoLao (home brew). For desser:t, we had a different kind 
of rice soaked in ~,· type of win Er_~.:· ,Later, after taking se­
veral pictures, we thanked them {;or the fine meal and re-
turned to Luang Prabang... . , : 

~ ~ ,. 

Another trip, a few weeks later took u~ high up into the 
mountains to visit another Meo village that grew opium, or 
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the poppies which produce opium. Again, in true Meo fashion, 
we visited each house upon arrival to the village and were 
offered something to drink in each of them. Following this, 
we traveled farther up the mountain to their opium fields. 
This particular village's poppie field had been written off 
as a failure so we weren't able to observe the colorful 
field of many colored blossoms that we expected. Instead 
we found a few poppies in bloom and these had all white 
blossoms • . After taking several pictures, we returned to the 
village for dinner . The meal was almost the same as before, 
rice, spinach soup, a~d eggs scrambled with diced onions. 
(almost everybody prepares eggs this way much to my disa~ 
pproval) 

So far, I have found these trips very interesting as well 
as educatinal. For example, we found out that we could buy 
a wife for about sixty dollars and that a seventeen year­
old made the best wife. The girls have to marry someone 
from a different clan. This means in time, there will be 
somebody representing every clan in each village. One 
clan might be silk-weavers, another blacksmiths and so on. 
In this way, each village ift almost a complete unit. 

For those friends of mine who are sports enthusiast, I will 
include the following. During my last two trips to Vientiane 
I was able to play softball with the military groups there. 
Both times I was there I pitched and so far have the fine 
record of one win and one loss. The most significant thing 
that has come out of it so far, other than new friends, has 
been an invitation to come down and pitch for them when 
they fly to Bangkok and other places in Thailand to play 
ball. I find it a real opportunity to both travel and play 
:-all c T:·:6 se c c nd thing of athletic i mportance is the 
opening of a n ew tennis cou~t here in Luang Praba ng, or 
truthfully t::::.e reopening of an old tennis court. I ha ve 
been uble to play several games a~rly in the mornir.g and 
again . in t~, c e v ening on weekends. This gives me another 
opporf-'tunity t o r.ieet various people here in Luang Prabang . 
ALL ih•~~~one might say I am beginning to enjoy life in 
Laos. , ·,. ·.1 ; , . , . , 

, ... i 

In closir,ig.~:r I •1want to thank those o f you that have .continued 
to wri te••,, e.iV--en:· though you haven't received a reply. L . hope 
I can kee'}:>°1 S'e-m:king enough letters both news and personal to 
s ,tay on youb.; :regµlar mailing list. 

For those of1 y~u who worry about me, I will add that I am 
quite safe, healthy, happy and with the good Lo :::- ci9s , p l es sing 
will remain that way. 

_.,, 

Cordially, 

Larry Woodson 



Larry Woodson 
American Embassy (IVS/ED) 
APO 
San Francisco 96352 

/ 
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P.S. Permission to publish this letter, in whole _ or in part , 
must be secured from International Voluntary Services, Inc., 
1555 Connecticut Avenue N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. 

"It is not good for the Christian's health 
to hustle the Asian brown, for the Christian 
riles and the Asian smiles and he weareth 
the Christian down"•••••••••· 

Kipling 
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j ,· 

Dear Fri e_nds, 

~h~e again I beg your forgiveness for this long overdue news­
i~t~er. Nhen I first arrived i~ Laos, a friend of, mine gave 

, m'e - some good advic'e . cofice'rning newsletters and "pictures,. 
·' His advice was tb.'.(M: ·r .,,-wfi~ tie' ' as many· letters a 'nd stake as 

many picture's " tlie'"'1d.r·~1t/ si:X: "months as you can because after 
that everything will seem routine." \vell I atni fi'ntling my!.. 
self in this situation . Each time I start to write a 

• ' ; • ., I ~ '"•!. ! ) { : Fi , ... . ; _, ( . . . ! • 

letter. I_, /?-11Rr ?- ~, _takes me -~~rlger ?e-ca~~.e I ~ry •·"tlQ.J think: of 
something to write about th1at each of you will ' .be- ir!i"nterested 
in reading. This partially explains the reason why I have 
not writte~ sinpe January. 

, .J ( L, .·: ~· . • , ! ; 

Sever~i of y
0

~°G' 1hb'.V{ probably r 'ead some of Tom Dooley's books 
/ ,i ~n '1"hi,ch he dlJc,r/ t?ef ' his a 'd'v;entures 'in Laos. In one of ihis 

l?qok~ he tells ·_about · "the d-ight they burned the moun·tai'n." 
:f · ';erri~!'P.ber the ;f 'irst 1'tf'rrie I 'read this particular ch,a:pter I 
vi~ioned some small fires on the mountain and that was 
about ~11. Now I realize he was describing a major event 
in no:r£q.ern Laos and iri the liv~s of the mountai'J\,.·people.· 
The bu'rnin'g of the _mo"i..i flta'~·ns is an integral . part of their 

) r' . ' . • . 

"s1i?i~tLa:qc;i" burn" agricu:it·~i:;~ .· · In some cases, they are burn-
ing 9ld , rice fields . They started burning several weeks ago 
• • 1 ·II J -·-1. . • - : . i ,. 

ci~Pt1 ~-~~j will still be bur~~?g ·for ~ome weeks to come~ . . Dur-
1.ng r1~h~ , 12..st bvo ~-reeks there 'has been · enough smoke to · 
favo'rkoiy compair with the ' 'Chicago o:t Los Angeles smogo 
Even rr: i look out my wiridoi·i I no,.,, J towiird .'. the mountains some 

. . J . : •) ;. . '' ' ,. 
two miles away. I can not set=i • t hem . . 1 1,hope . this · will give 

1 , ·; ·_n f 1 I. ; .- t: : " · - · · 
you so~e idea of how many acres are be~ng · burned. The new 
areas, tl.:i~ '.t they are clearirtg, are coinp,letely covered with 
thick v~i e"tation composed of large trees, vimes; fallen 
logs and,, .tho_rny underbrush. Needless to say, it is hard 
work to 2lea~ the land. 

The last three months have been quite busy for me. I have 
started teaching English seven days a week. Your first 
thought was probably the same as mine when I was first 

·- approached and asked to teach Eriglish, "Why I am not quali­
fied to teach English"; well that excuse didn't last long. 
Now if anybody asks me about my qualifications, I simply 
reply "my only qu'alifications are that I was raised ·in an 
English speaking country and that I can speak the language." 

-... 
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Presently, I am teaching English three hours every week-night 
and two hours each on Saturday and Sunday. The biggest pro­
blem being lack of books. 

Most of you have probably some time or another picked up a 
newspaper aqd )l}·ead about the unstable conditions in Vietnam. 
In doing so .. you hav~ become accustomed to reading about the 
part that the Buddhist Monks have been playing in recent 
months. I will try to explain in the rest of this letter a 
little about the past history of the Monks in Laos at least. 

About six centuries B.C., there was at the centre of the 
Gangetic India, between Benares and Patna, a country c~lled 
Magadha. Brahma}Jism was its national creed; yet, people's 
mind _had · become , restless:. ·,. By the hundreds and thousands, ;;­
botn young aµd old were leaving their homes and families iq 
sear.ch for., q._n immortality ' which their traditional creed . :·; 
faiied : to give them. 

At that time, ;:l , Sage was born, w_ho founded a new doctrine, 
' Bu-ddhi sm, and for 40 years he tal.t~ht it to the enthusiastic 

populations. :.-.: :u .,./, 

j" i j • .- J;, 
.. :r. 

In the middle of the 3rd century B~C. , .11\soka, . .the most pL()US 
b~ all the Buddhist kings of Magadha, propagated the doctrine 
t •o ·the far coi:-ners of his em•:rfiia \ ;. and ' spread 1i t to the Pun­
jab in the West and to C~~Ion ~~ thi South. During the 2nd• 
century under other lead~rs it ip~d~d to China, Tibet and 
later Japan. 

Later Buddhism was to find ohe of its sNrest havens on the 
banks of the Mek,ong and the Mkna'm among • the palm trees and 
the coconut - gr:0v:.es __ • So t6day, Laos like Ceylon, is defi­
nitely. the , l _a -Dd ?if · rrip'qf~. '· Ev ·ery ' tnt>rning, rain or shine, . ,the 
monks ,:•can ,_p;e seeP,; v-{aJ.,i<;_iri% , along the streeits draped in ofi/lpge 
robesi/ b-eggingr,,,th~;Lr r:1,9~ and food. One·- lby one, they, f;:i;;L_~ 
past',Ob~'.fG:r.e • men. WQ.P; rer1~':i,.n standing, the,ir robes drawn . . :: i. 
iacros-s r :t:J.:i:eir -.,sho·~lders,r,and the kneeling women carrying bPJwls 
'filled with dffe.r)tings ~, ,·To each of them they present the:i;,r 
begging bowls i,;d t ,ippi,n,g r. i;l~em slightly~ •· ''After having rec,e':1·ved 

·. the ball of r:i,oe anfilt ,i ±ihe piece of ca:ke~ ·'which men and ~w,men 
slip in their . bowl i-f~ .!h t,he deepest ·respect, they cove:r; ;it 
and hid~ it again under their robes and still remainin~ 
silent and with downcast eyes they 'proceed on their roµnd. 
In Laotian, to do charity (to do good, to give alms), i .e., 

'.l'a 'dquiring · merits ,~or the next existence and, if possible to 
reach final Nirvan_.a. So these alms are given , to :the monks. 

The Lao believe thaf.: t\~ere is no comparison , thsl,;t ;will give 
ah idea of the immo·r :tal' _value of the least offeri_ng. "Who­
ever, with a pious s6ul, ~hall walk around the -Thats and 
other moriuments containing relics, shall- li·ght• :candles, and 
bring fl6wers, whoever sha11 ; ~ 0 on pilg~image, will .plant 
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, ,,c,;ti{{ 'd~ep.' roi:/t;s o (, ·merits; ·-ke~p 'outof ·Hell and go to Heaven." 
,-..-_;-,: - · : ., •;,,• •• I ..... . ~.' • • ' '.' .,/ I , · 

· :. i· ,. , ·j .. : . . .•. . !, ; . i : . : ! . ' . . 

~' ·1'ije/ La.6tians bave given tl;lemselves ·:l)ody and soul to the 0 Good 
,-t~W-'.' :of- which the · monks . are·•_tt:ie . :t'epr:e:sentat'ives . As an 
• 

1

image :o_f the Buddha, .the monk~ a~e1,: r .1_spe°<::ted ahd revered.: ·· 
~.:v; eryon'e prostra,tes b_efo .re . him a1,1d , no. on'e siispects hi·s .goo,d 
tai th. The monks ,are .tne. masters and the 1'>'eople listen to 

, .. , ,them. The Laotian wpuld __ also consi.der _.i't a sin in failing 
,· ~rto. _provide ·food :,t o · .-his mon,k , or to off'er him only the poor-

1 . l ·e··st of food. • ,> ·: ·. • · . . . ·, 
, ·i•: . ::·i ::, -·· . 

~1 • : ,-/ • I : • • ' ,- • 

·' •·:: 

Some of you might be wonde'r ing what the people · do from the 
~ime they harvest the rice till the time they start burning 

'. tbe mov.-ntfl..ins .• : , ll/ell hi_s . ~ctivi ties are much like th~t of 
J • ~ I • • .. · a ,_f armer in_. : the . . States during the o'ff-s-eason. However since 
. fai:ie.re fs : :.¥;¢ .ry. li-ttl.e.·. i .ndustry in Laos, the farmer is ex­
pected to·, .for.ge · and '.,pro.c~ss . his . ploughshare, to straighten 

· • the: handle· of -his - piough~ to . make shafts · and yokes: to 
repair .the cairt which has been stored under the house for 

. 1, <sev:e·ra'l 1 ~onths: ,"; to · make harrows and kn 5. ves; to go to the 
fore.st ; to fihd' ·ex,tremely along fibres which he will make 

1 r ~races for his bulls and buffaloes; to make fishing tfckle 
, . •. ~ ·hee'ded ·to•;..ca't€h· the fish the rains will bring back to life; 

·· •.· ~-··ti::i: repa/ir ·t ;ne_; damaged roof of his house, to find new dwellings 
. ·· w):ien ·nEfo·es"sar:y'; to repair :-t;he weaving · 1oom and to look after 

.the s'i'ck ··bu-f'fa.10. ;. , · ' 1
· ' ... . 

1. • • 

1 ~ : ;. 

0

Moreover, he 'has ·to :provide the every9-ay · food needed to feed 
1t~ -~h{ldreri and the monks. 

: I. 

_; I ,: , . -

. In trying to learn more about the ' p ·eople of La os, I have 
made several trips up into the mountains to visit the var­
ic'.>us villages. One trip, I accompanied the missionary's 
'afrd the Colombo doctors to a small M~o village located a-

' <bout two hours travel from .Luang Prabang. (one hou.r · :by jeep 
-~h~ one by foot) . After :w~lking up ~nd down th&, stee~ 
~d~ntain trails , which ai ~ imes were so steep ihey had cut 
steps into the side of ._t _he mou·nt a i n, we finally reached 
tl:l'e village. This particular village was composed of one 
large family and about five bamboo ~:11:: s, Upon arriving at 
the village, we were invited to .enter each house andlook 
around • . ~We were also offerecl something to drink at · each 
hous~, usualli, :-ic1- it ;e,r, tea or . coffee • . After making the rounds 
we were to return to the vill,ge· chief• ~ · house ~for dinner. 
The dinner was composed of rice, pork soup, cabbage soup, and 
LaoLao (home bre\lf) . ... For . dessert, we had a different kind 
of rice soaked in- ,a, .. t ,yPe of wine. Later, after taking se­
veral pictures, we thanked them for t :h~ ·'fine meal an~ re-
turned to Luang Pra bang~. J ·r.:· , ; 

Another trip, a few weeks later took us high up into the 
mountains to visit another Meo village that grew opium, or 
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the poppies ·which produce opium. Again, in true Meo fashion, 
we visited each house upon arrival to the village ;;i._np. _\\!'ere 
offered· something to drink in each of them. Following this, 

• ~ I I . • J : • 

we traveled farther up the mountain to their opi'urn f~elds. 
This particular village's poppie field had be~n wr i t t en off 
as a failure so we weren't able to observe the · boib~iul 
field c>'f. ·many colored blossoms that we expected. ,., I ~~t e,'ad 
we foµrid a: ' f~w poppies in bloom and these had a i, i whfte 
blossoms: · ' After taking several pictures, we returne d to the 
village for dinner . The meal was almost the same as before, 
rice, _spinach soup, and eggs scrambled with diced onions. .• 
(a1~6~t ~ ~~~Yb6dy prepares eggs this way mu~h .f~

1 mi. d i s~-
pprovalf 

1 

- • ;• • ., • • • 

l ! . } ! • • . . . . ' ' : ·; l : :...'(: i 

, :""j ! . t ~ ; \ ~- , ', -- , _: •·) (!I ' . J.; · : 

So far, I . hav·e found ,these trips very interes.~in,g a,f r-o/i·~ll 
as . educatinal. For example, we found out that we c,ouid buy 

. . . . ,-1' ' ' ,., ' ·' . 
a wife . for about sixty dollars and that a seventeen. year- · 

. . . . ' . . ,. ) ,. . 
old . made ·the best wife.~ The girls have to marry someone 
. ' .. i.J' ,. ,,. . . . (· 

f~bm a: different clari. This means in time, there will be 
,/; - :·.: ··:: . ; . . . 'i 

sorµebodyrepresenting every clan in each village. One 
. p'ia.~1 

mi~ht be silk-weavers, another blacksmiths and so on. 
Ih ,' thts way, each village it, almost a complete unit. 

• I i : • • 

't': Fo·r' those f~iends of mine who are sports enthusiast, I _\~ill 
ihcl~de the followini~ buring my last two trips to Vientiane 
I was able to play softball with the military · groups there. 
Both tiµies I was there :i;: _pitchep. , and so far .have the fine 
redord '~t one win ahd 6n~ io~s~ '-\ f ~e most ij{ griif~c~rit thing 

. • .. , · -i,· 'l ', , ! ·, ·' i 

! . 

that has come out of it so far, other than new friends, has 
been an invitation to come down and pitch . for them when 
thEl .Y fly to Bangkok arict :!other plaqe-~.(J n '._i ~~ail~pd_. i ~ . pl~Y. .. 
ball. I find it a rea;t ,_ opportuni ty , to , pqth ~ravel and pl.ay 

,,: i', l .. :. • ;j, , ., • . . 

=allo ~ 2 8 se cond thing 'of athletic importance is the 
opening of a \ 1ew tenni _s _co~rt !here ' in : L~a'.ng Pr,abang, q ~ .'. 
truthfully the reopening of ari 'qld . te~nis c;ourt. J;: _have . 
been able to play sev~ral ' ga~~ ~ earif tn th~ .mo~ni~g ,a~~ 

J ' • • • •• •• • ·• I 

again in the evenir1g on , ,vee~e.r:ids ;c This gives me ai:iothe:r 
opportunity to me~t various peopie here in Lua~g Prabang. 
All in all one mii.pt say · t · am beginning to enjoy lif~ . in 
Laos. 

In closing·,: t ·want ;\ 6 thank those of you that hcl,Ve , ~pntiriued 
to write ev ~n though you haven't r~ceived _a reply. ' I hope 

I . / (' : I I '.' I ' ' . . .. ; . . ' . ' ~ . 

~ can keep . r~n~ifHt, e~ough . ~~~ters q~th_, r e.l-fS and ,P~:r:sonal to 
stay on your : f e¢u~fl? mailinf?i _. l~~t~ . -: . ,-,, ,,.:, . . 

. . 

. - ' . • t' : . . ' i ·•• J ' l t , ' ~ ' • 
~o:r;- those of ycil,l who worry about me, .I will add that I am 
quite safe, healthy, happy and wi tl:1 } ~ 7.:;~ooci" Lci ~d:'~ -·p ~~ssing 
will remain that way. 

. ·:.· r; 
, : ~ r [ • 

·•'; ' I' 

Cordiai:i,y / 

Larry \'loodson 
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Dear Friends, 

telephone : dupont 7 - 5 53 

cable: vo lse rv 

1555 connect ic ut ave., n.w. wc1, hing to n, d. c. 20036 

Larry Woodson 
Luang Prabang · 
March 25, 1965 

Once again I beg your forgiveness for this long overdue news­
letter. \vhen I first ·arrived in Laos, a friend of mine gave 
me 1' sorfie good advice concerning newsletters and pictures . 
Hi~ advice ~as this: "write as many letters and take as 
mah~ -~icitit~i the first six months as ·you can because after 
that everything will seem routine." \foll I am finding my­
self in this situation . Each time I start to write a 

· letter I f1nd ' it takes me longer because I try to think of 
I soin~thing to ' ~rite about that each of you will be - 1'.i.nterested 
in reading. This partially explains the reason whj I have 
not written since January. 

Several of ydu have probably read some of Tom Dooley's books 
in which he describes his ·adventures in Laos. In one of his 
books he teTls about "'the ' ·night they burned the mountain." 
I remember the ·first ti~e I read this particular chapter I 
vi~ioned some small fires on the mountain and that was 
about all. Now I realize he was describing a major event 
in northern Lao~ and in the lives of the mountain people . 
The burning 'of ' the mo·O.ht!ains is an integral part of their 
"slash and b.:.irn ,i agri cu1 ture. In some cases, they are- 1 1i:n1irn­
ing old rice field '~ ~ 1 They started burning several wi:reks ri ago 
and they wiil still be burning for some weeks to come~ . ,rnur­
ing the last two weeks there has been enough smoke to 
favorably conrpair w:i.. th the Chicago or Los Angeles smog . 
Even as I look out my · window now toward the mountains some 
two miles away, I can not s e e them. I hope this will give 
you some idea of how many acres are being burned. The new 
areas, that they are clearing, are completely covered with 
thi~k vegetation composed of larg e tree~, vines, fallen 
lo°:gs ' and thortiy 1 und'erbrush o Needless to say, it is hard 
work to clea:i-1

' t "he land. 

The last three months have been -quite busy for me. I have 
started teaching English seven days a week . Your first 
thought was probably the same as mine when I was first 
approached and asked to teach English, "Why I am not quali­
fied to teach Englis~•; well that excuse didn't last long. 
Now if anybody asks me about my qualifications, I simply 
reply "my only qualifications are that L w-as raised in an 
English speak~ng couhtry and tha~I can Speak the language." 
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Presently, I am teaching English three hours every week-night 
and two hours each on Saturday and Su~day. The biggest pro ­
blem being lack of books. 

Most of you have probably some time or another picked up a 
newspaper and read about the unstable conditions in Vietnam. 
In doing so you have become accustomed to reading about the 
part that the Buddhist Monks have been playing in rec -~:-: t 
months . I will try to explain in the r est of this letter a 
little about the past history of the r·onks in Laos a ·: least. 

', , I. I. 
About six centuries B.C., there wa s at the c entre 6f the 

-· ~Gangetic India, between Benares a nd Patna, a country c2llcd 
'Magadha . Brahmanism _ wa~. its nationa l , creed; yet,'· pe siple' ~ 
mind lfl.El.d .become restless .~- By the hu11dreds and thousands, 
bo-th young and old were,; leaving thei~ homes and famf!ies .' in 
search · for an immortality which the:l,_r tra_di tional ~r 'e -~d - 11 

failed to give them. · ·, : , 1 '"'' , 

]Vt that , time, 
L' · Budd'bi:sin, and 

pop61~ t -,ions . 

.. •) ·j 

a Sage was born, who i~undeJ ' ~ new doc~ri ne, 
for , 40 yea:r,s he taug~f. };t to'

3 
.}he en thu~'~astic 

I • ~ j ( 

In the middle of the )rd century B.C . , Asoka, the most pious 
of all ·the ·Buddhist -~ings ,of Magadha, propagated the doctri r. e 

;..- • ' to the far· co.rners oif .hi~ : .emp1:r,e ,. and _sp;r _ead it to , 1t 'h e Pifn­
·}ab in the West and to Ceylon :~P .. the Sqpth. Durirl g' 1th~ 12'~d• 

• • . : )1 f :-- · i (J nr · century under other 1-.eaders . 1. t ,sp;;.~c a d .to China, Tibet and 
'. . . , ' f !i"!' 1 1 /! i\ 'i later Japan . · · 

j,:. If t; ; .__, ' j -q 

. ; -· :· · 1 . ~ , i l j • 1 • , ; 

Laf~r Buddhism was to find one of its surest havens on t he 
banks of the Mekong and the Menam a mong the paim tie ~i and 
the coconut groves. So today, Laos like C,eylo_n , is defi­
nitely the land of m~nks. Every morning, f~fri or s~i ne, the 
monks can be seen wa lking along the streets d ri~e~ iri ~ range 
iobes, begging their rice , and food. Cne by one, thay f ile 
past before · men who remain · s tand ing 1 their robe s drawn 

') across their shoulders a nd the knee l ing ·.rnmen carrying bowls 
'' fill~.9- with offerings . . Tb each o f tµer.1 they , p:i:,-e _~_e?-t ., the ir 
. l::>egging bowls' tipping . them s lj_ght ly. ,Afte r ' h~yir1_g ,.'recei ved 

the b'a1·1 of rice and the - pieG: e of cake, '.vhich men and women 
· slip iii i their bowl with . the deep as t respe cts ' ,th

1
~}~

1 

cover it 
and hid~ it again under . ~ heir robes an d still r~~aining 

·-· 1 
silent and with downcast eyes they pro ceed on the~r round . 
In Laotian, to do charity (to do good , to give alms) , i.e . , 
acquiring merits for the next existence and, if possible to 
rea6W ~iHal Nirvana . . So thes e a lms are gi ven to the monks . 

_j _., 

The Lao believe that >t :hepe is no comparison that ,.,,f)!: 1 '1g1.ve 
an idea of the immortal ;'\fp.J.ue of the least o;fferihi?' ' ()'{vho­
e-v'er, with a pious sauL, , ~--hal 1 walk arouryd -,~~~; )\:-a t :s ;_ 1~~1~ 
otfrer monuments contai:nin-g relics, shall ,,l i jj'I:i,t cah dTe ~:; ) and 
bring flowers, whoe¥er shall go on pilgrimag~, will plant 



.. 
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the deep roots of merits, · keep out ofHell i and go to Heaven ." 
~ : : ; 

. . 

The Laotians have · given th ems elves body · .and soul to · the 0 Good 
Latv" of ·which the monks are the · representatives. As an 11 

image Of the Buddha; · the monks are respected and reverEid : 
everyone prdstrat&s before him ~nd no one suspects his good 
faith. The monks are th~ masters and the ·people listen : to 
them. The Laotiad ·wo~ld also consider it a sin in failing 
to provide food to his monk, .. or to , offer him only thepbor-

. · ~st of (ood. ·' 
. .!,. J ·:.: 

-Some of you might be wondering what · the people do from' the 
time they harvest the rice till the time they start ·u 1rning 
the mountains. Well his activi ties are much like tha t of 
a farmer in the States 1 during the off-season. However since 
there is very little industry in Laos, ' the farmer is ex­
pe'cted to forge and process his ' ploug-hshare, to · straight'en 
the handle of his plough, · to make shafts and yokes: to 
repair the cart which has been stored unde,r ' the · house for 
several months: to make harrO\i S · and kn t ves; •·t •o go to the 
forest to find extremely along fi·bres which lie will make · 
traces for his bulls and buffalo·es; to make f ,ishing t~ckle 
needed to cat6h the fish the rains will bring back to life; 
to repair the damaged . roof of his house, to find net~ dwellings 
when necessary, tb r~pair the weaving loom and to look after 
the sick buffalo. : .i. 

Moreover, he has to ' provide the everj4ay food needed to feed 
his children and -the moriks. 

In trying to l~irn more about th~ peo~l~ of La os, I ba~e 
made • several trips up into the mouhta•ins to visit the var­
ious villages·~ On•e trip, I · accompanied the missiona ry's 
and the · Colo'mbo doctors to a sma ll Meo village located a­
bout two hours travel from Luan g Prabang. (one hour by jeep 
and one -by· foot). After walking up and down the ~teep · 
mountain trails, which at ti~es were so steep they had ~ut 
s .teps into the side of the mountain, we finally reache d , 
tlte villageo This parti:·cular village was composed of bhe 
large family and about five bambo o :::..: -:s, Upon arriving, .at 
the village, we were invited to enter each house andlook 
around . . Ale trere also , of'f·e •red some thing to drink at each 
hous--e·, u·sua.Tly water; , tea ' o:r- coffee ·. After making the rounds 
we were·' ,to' return to the= village chief's house for · dinner. 
The dinner was composed of .. rice ', • p :ork soup, cabbage soup, and 
LaoLao (home brew). For dessert, we had a different kind 
of ricEi ' soaked in a type df · wine. :· La•t ·er, afte,r taking se-

. veral pictures, we thanked them fo<r : the · fine meal and re­
turned to Luang Prabang~. 

Another trip, a few ~eeks later took us high up into the 
mountains to visit another Meo village that grew opium, or 
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the poppies which produce opium. Again, in true Meo fashion, 
we visited each house upon arrival to the village and we re 

. ,offered something to drink in each of them. Following this, 
we traveled farther up the mountain •to their opium fields . 
This particular village's poppie field had been written off 
as a failure so we weren't able to observe the colorful 
field of many co~ored blossoms that we expected. Instead 
we : found a fe\-l poppies in bloom- and these had all white 

, blossoms. After taking several pictures, we r e turned to the 
village for dinner . The meal was almost the same as before, 
rice, spinach soup, and eggs scrambled with diced onions. 
(~lmost everybody prepares egg s this way much to my disa-
pproval) 

So far, I have found these trips very interesting as well 
as educatinal. For example, we found out that we could buy 
a wife for about sixty dollars and that a seventeen year­
old made the best wife. · The girls have to marry someone 
from a dif-ferent clan. ,T-his means in time, there will be 
scmebody representing avery clan in each village. One 
clan might be silk-weave~s, another blacksmiths and so on. 

,In this way, ea~h village i § almost a complete unit. 
·. ' '. i 

.,_: , For those friends of mine who are sports enthusiast, I will 
, include the following . During ' my last two . trips to Vientiane 
I was able to play softball with the military groups there . 
Both times I was there I pitched and so far have the fine 
~ecortl of one win and one loss. -· The most significant thing 
that has come out of it so far, other than new frien d s, has 
been an invitation to come down and pitch for them when 
they fl~ to iB~ngkok and other places in Thailand to play 
ball. J.j find it a real opportunity to both trave l and play 
'.;al l e ':':.~c-· _s;~c c:-icl. thi ng of athl etic importance i s the 
opening of a : n ew t e nn~s cour t here in Lu~ng Praba n g , or 
truthfully t h~ reopening of an old tennis court . I have 
be e n a ble t o•r p l a y ;s everal g a mes e a rly in · the morn i ng and 
again in the e Ven~ng n n week ~n d s. Thi s give s me a nother 
opportuni t y t o rr.e et variou s pe ople here i n Lua n g P r abang . 
All in a ll one might s ay I a m· beg inning t 6 e n j oy life irt ; 
Laos . 

In closing, I want to thank t hose of you that hav e . ·continued 
to write even th0ugh you haven-' t received a reply. I - hope 
I can keep sending enough lett~rs both news and pe r sonal -to 
stay on yo~r • regular mailing list. 

I. 

For those of you who worry about me, I will add that I am 
quite safe, heal thy, happy and with the good Lo ~:-- d9s b lessing 
will remain that way . 

Cordially, 

Larry Woodson 
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