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Dear ,Fri~·nds, 

Larry lvoodson:. 
Luai;ig Prabang, 1La,o;s ;- ... 
May J 1 , · 1 9 6 5 

Last mont,h found ; eve~ybody in Laos celebrating Pi,[I\ay Lao' /La,~ 
New y 'Jar' 's F~'stival J. .The festivi t ·ies here in Luang Pra,bang 
lasted almost · two · weeks ·and 1eac

1

h day was full of excitement · and 
Gaiety . . 

The Lao New Yea;r , 'Festival, better known in ·Laos as the "F-iftb 
, . . ' , ' , , , . ' ') I 

Month Fe.st'ival," is the official opening of' the new year app. ,a 
tfme ,.fo~ ~ej?'.icing, . . The· fi~st mont~ ,of .the lunar ;Y~fJ.r 'do·e ,s ,n,ot 

. . . ,cor~~~spon?- to· .. the .~onth of April of. the lvestern c:~le,ndar., but to 
Dec~m,b.er • . In deciding to d¢lay the opening of the n.ew year by 
several mont.hs, the "Horas" ·(p.strologers) idea was to place the new 
y~a.i unde·r · rn'ore favorable a~spicies. The chosen da.te f~r the be­
ginning of ~he· Lao New Year c~incides with the re~irth .of Nature, 
ii~~r months of h~at ·and dro~ght, ilo~ers and trees t~rn green 
under the first showers. . 

New Years Day feil ·on April 15th but the activities started lpng 
b'e:fore then a •rih lasted several days later. One of ·the earlier 
parties was given by our school on the 11th. \ve had a large . 
·party _with ·everibody invited. The students provid~d th~ eniir-
tainment wbi~h ion~isted of various songs and dan6es. After·· the 
program everybody joined in the dancing. The next afternoon the 
stude~ts were di~missed for the holidays. Monday, l picked ~P 

· several of the student~ ·arid visited their homes al6ng Ji~h o~her 
students that live'd in Luang Prabang. From here we decided to 
drive out to a small village a few miles outside of town where 
two of the girls lived that also attended the school. Upon 
arriving at ~he village, we were invited into the house and :·~iven 
hot tea. After talking for several minutes our faces were · 
blackened with charcoal and upon leaving the house, we were soak­
~d wit.h water. · From here we went to thg other g _iri' s house ~here 
the same thing h~j:>pened. Later, w·e returned to ·our jeep to find 
that the villagers had filled ·it 'full of · ants and while we were 
trying to iet th~~ ~~t of the jeep~ t~e' ~illageis continued 
throw.ing water on us. · sy· the time w:e : !~mpt:ied "the jeep of mo 'st 
of the ants, we were completely soaked~ Si.rice this all seems 
strange to most of you, T wiil expliiri the water throwing later 
on in this letter. 

Eat-l!y the next morning was the "Great Market" w:hich was located 
on the main street. Here everybody set up thei'r little shop 
along the street and all of the people gathered to buy live animals 
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to set free and to purchase offerings for the monks " After the 
market, there were various religious festivals at all of the wats 
along with two basketball games at the stadium. 

In the afternoon, the people took boats across the river to build 
Thats out of sand. The Thats were constructed on the sand banks 
of the Mek6rii and ~er e 1 topped with paper streamers, ornamented with 
zodiacal sitns. · r~e ir '. builde rs beg the gods to grant them long 
life, wonderful day s - filled with happiness and wealth as numerous 
as the sands they are mad e of. Following the construction of 

• ,l '.l. ', '!. J.J' t •: 

the sand Thats, there wa s drink ing and dancing du r ing which 
everybodf was throwing , water an d the women smearing qJ.,a.r.P,oc;1.;t. ,: c!-nd 
tearini ~hirts. La te ~ _in the everiini, the ones re~ainlpi , ~~~~ 
invit~d i o• the . Chao Kh ~oen g for d rin~s ana more dancini : ~. 

April 14 .... Several of the VSO ' s (English organization· similar 
to IVS) and IVS 9 ers including myself were invited to g o on a 
pi~nic with the · Director · of t 'he school in . Vientiane . . : We cl.rove 
aboU~ ~hi~e miles out into ihe country to a · small cabi n located 
in the ceriter o( _a beautifui garden. Here the group . e njoyeµ _a 
fihe Lao ~~al~ . Later in the afternoon we ret~rned to Luang Pra­
bang for the ·p~ocession to 1iat Xieng Thopg , one of thG bit; wa! s 

· ' · " ' • f." 1 : I . 

in Luang Pr~barig. At the wat, they had a very colorful sere~ 
, ~ony in whic;:h ~he ·~eopi~ ali ~ame to thr?~ ~ater on the · ~udd~~s. 

. . ' . . . . ,I . I • • ·-·. ' 

'.fh_ey alsq : had the , ,9-ancing of ~o.u Gneu-Gna Gneu i. e ., the fir$t 
male and female Laotian ancestors each w~aring a mask and . a coat 
of coarse flax. They danced around with~ Lion.~.al l thr6~ at 
a g:i,yen momen~ _Kowtow to , th~ soverign _and , presented .h i m with the 
best --~~sh~s of a~l of the ' Laotians' past", present a q g. futu r ~:~,. 

In
1
tbe e~enipg 1 as ev~ry ,~vening ~uring the t~o wee~i of cele~ 

br.a:ting, ~her;e was _ a ;t.a;rge p a r t y somewhe re , tha t everybo dy at tened. 

April ,15-~•· Lao New Yea rs : Day 1 •• . I n the ~orning of , t he 15th the 
Traditiona l , Ba c ;ei., w,=1 s h e .Id flt . t he .palac E:! . fqr the King and . Ql.J~~n. 
The : K:i,ng' s Counc;: ;i, l , , the shop.,, k ~.9p e rs , :(unc t ;i-onairs and the rEr~t 
of ,) 1be .. ropuJ,.9-tip 9 _m~:t a t . the ,, p a lac EJ f or th~ , e:v;ent. 

~ ',· : ' 'I f : . ' . : . '. 

S!nq~ I bave qot 4e scribed , a Ba cci ~efore l will t a ke time now to 

cto so -~ .• ~ •• , .. * . * ,~ . , , . * * 
·-· ,., ' • ·• '' ·.1 ' ': ' • 

, ,, 11;1e ,place whE;J :.e i;;he .Bacci is to be held prepares a .J>hakuan, which 
c(?ns:i,st of <t , tray cqver~d with bowls and _ of Khans, (~maller trays) 

. which are dressed with . cupped banana . leaves filled wit~ flowers. 
On , the top,, as a . ~yrp~ol ,,of ~~ppines~, a 9~gger bouquet of chan:ipa 
f,lo,w:ers p.T.~ s~~yk _or;i : pmall ,, bamboo stiqks. ';[he Phakuan als.? . con­
tains alcohol, eggs, ; ca~es;

1
;, ~ice, . ~i,~ver, · cand,les an1 cotfen 

threads. All ~f tllis is ,s:r,1:eap. ov~r: a 1;ed _,carpet. The multi­
colored Phakuans and burning incense give th~ ceremony the 
oriental flavor. The ceremony is usually performed by a white­
haired old man, dressed,. in .white, and , pr~ferably, by an unfrocked 
monk of the thit or chane .. rank. "l', 
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He sits in the appropriate .place• iee •, . faqing ·the guest . of honor 
who in ._this case -is the Ki.,ng r,and Queen. , The , qandles and incense 
~n the Phakuan are lit and ,while ; a _ light mis~ • ~i ~perfume an~ 
incense arises, ,, the old man addresses the guardian goc\s. 

; "/ ) . 

-He •, t :hen ealls ,for, the soul, for .the soul drown - in,, t;he ,river or 
lost 1in · the : f.og ,,' ,£or the,, soul fallen into a l}ole .9-r . for the ,.~tray 

' ·,s ,oul$ •Ma·nden:i:ng i in the , r -i -v-ers, streams, ponds, or .,lakes, and ;,among 
the .r ifrogs ;.' ·: rAcoording ;to I tradition, each of the thi:r;-ty7J\V:O, , !. ,·. 
•pa:r't)s 'of , the body has .a soul. He then . calls the .so.~t [?!f,l99g1:-1J.g 
to :·tlie ·head to riet,urn from the Akali ta. Heavens, shouJ,cJ, .,J 1-y ,.:he1,ye 
gone there: he calls for the souls ,0f ,, t;he legs which might ,rf', 

have gone to the Honepa or the Hos; calling for t~e souls ~~{~h 
might have gone over to the little village of never endi.'ng ' ·dew, 
where the cock do. not crow and the . sun _does not shine. 

When these incantations and prayers hay.~ .been ; said, it is_, believed 
that the divinities are presiding over the ceremony and that all 
of the souls have gone back into the body • . After the wishes have 
have been recited everybody takes turns fastening a cotten thread 

- ,around the celebrants wris~ . who in turn does the same to whom the 
Sukhuan is offered. Each in turn receives a lucky thread. 

·* * * * 

Following the Bacci for the King and Queen, one was given tb~ 
Crown -· Prince. 

• J 

I :- ; 

Durihg the afternoon there was another : procession to a different 
' ~ . ' 

wat folbwed by dancing much the same as before. · Each day there 
was a procession to a different wat for the ceremony of watering 
the Buddhas. 

One of the highlights of the festivities was to . occur on the ' even­
ing -·of the 15th and this was the Royal Palace party. , '' A11 'of.., '· 

. , / I , ! /_ I () 

the · invited guest arrived at the palace grounds and we.1:r . s _ea,~~d 
ardund tables placed outside in front of the palace. · Wh~n e~~ry-

. . • • •. ;/! •.,. ' 

body had arrived, the King and Queen made their entr,ar;i~e; an~, · 
were seated on the porch of a large hall built primarlly for · this 
purpose. Th4p program began with the illumination of Phousi, a 
wat locat'"i~di on:.a,, h;i.11 direqtly in front of the pa;I.ac:e · • . _ Th:i.s'' 1 

' •' ,.. . , l !? () f \ - •; • , (! 

was aceompl-:i.she:d:·,·wi th thousands of candles lining thlil s;piralihg 
steps ·Tea.ding ftro · the ·:top of the hill, which rises al1po_s";f;' vtf;\i­
cally_:-;_$.IQ~~ i-''.)00 1:feet. ; i_ Fo-llowing ,;thj.s was the desq~pt Pf.: ;t_he,, '.. _ 

_ Na:ga _i,":,1.;c --~erJ?'ent _~l _il~~ crea~ure mad.~ out of ~amboo, ~iq~; ,_a1_1~,- i·:: 
· 0N1er-' ma1ie:rl.a:ls ·. · (much like ;the 1 serpent pictured . 1.n Qh1.ne ,se , 

Neiw ·1Yt3ar-)f :: •Fh'ilowing the serpent,,fiown the steps ', ~er~ :,sev~ra( 
huntlredi children aliJ. . carrying ., l :i t , candles enclosed qy ' ,;red arydi 
ye'Il10\vi' ce·11ophahe ,. •i Al·l of the colored_ candles win~;ing: do,wn the 
stairs made a beautiful sight. Next on .the prqgra.m was the pro­
cession of Nang iRaksadevi, which was a beautiful y'oung ,giri : · · 
sitting on a large pig which according to the lunar cal~ndar,this 
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is t ,he year of the pig. T~ ,_large pig and the
1 

girl was ,carried 
in by six men dressed in green and red outfits. As th~y ' iBft~ 
eighte~n girls, dressed in beautiful outfits danced tne length 
of the open air stage to offer flowers to the King' a1nd Q\.i'.~'en~ . 
The dance wa,s whi;l,t i _!;i k;nown a .s. the Thai Classi

1
9al _:q~nc,e~ ,.,. ~exi:;

1 

. ,on the program was, the iJ?qnce of tg(fl ,. Lantern_s whicq ~,cji.1s, ~; ,pr,E:c\­
:3r, ; sion ty~e, dan?e, . ,i~ t _h . the. danc~rs . ~o.ipg through . ~,a;r,.t·9,u,s _.st~i;>i _': 

and mot;1.011s with sa11dles 1.n eacq .h~nd encase<;! in yellow and r ,e.d 
. ,,~eillo.phane ~- Following this was. th~ enactment q_f ,part co·:f 'th~''; :r 

. · ' • ' I I '' ' ' ' ' • ,. 'j • •· f.~ ( 1 

s .tqr:y ,qf · Rcilmanyana. , . Ramanyana is a S.anskrit epic .detailing -the 
. . • • · · , , ' •i · ' • ·I· · ' 

adventures of Rama,ohandra, t be s e venth incirnati6ri 6f Vishriu. ' 
. 'The final part of ,the program w:~s the "lvhi te .Monk

1

ey :na:n~:e" ~~hi'ch I , .. ,. .. 

is , a dance done to the , monkey god., '· · ' 
rl , . :·.:.•; 

After the program was over everybody enjoyed a large f~~st ~hich 
!; " . , .was ,laid out qn, several long tables. Following the meal which 

; ! ,-was , rnot over till one-in-the-morning, wa!:f · dancing whtch lasted 
.~, until . five o'clock the next morqing, when the King a~d ~ueen 

finally , went home. ' '" " 
' I 

April ; 16~, •. Similar day to ones previously described wi¾h var­
ious processions to different wats. 

April 17 •.•• Everybody met at the Royal Boat dock for the pro­
cession up the river to .Pak ,Ou, which is . some 20 miles up the . 
Mekong from Luang Prabang. ·There are tw~ large Buddhist dii~i 
located at Pak Ou, wh0 re everybody was going to thro,v the '' HH ­
tral water on the iqiages . of Buddpa. The entire cave was full 

,of. people, , burntng ccandles and burning incense. Aft er :. thrc!n/i:rtg 
,, the water and , leavin,g their . candl,es 9-nd incense at thib " baves !; .. 

the people crossed the river to the village of Pak Ou. ':, H~re ·~ · 
everybody ate lunch and waited for the King's representitiv~ ' to 
vis,it the wat. at ; the village. Later on in the afternoon, we ~ere 
fot·tunate enougl1 to ~.atch a _helicopter that \vas taking the ' '' 1 

. • • . . ) f I r 

official party back and forth, . and rode back to Luang Pra banir 
in style •. The r ~st : of th~ people returned by boat later i~~he 
evening~ . ,·A, few o f: thern. ~tayed in Pak Ou for the dance which ' 
last~d most:, of · t-h~ .night.. 

April 18 .• ·. • • .•. Ali of the . people gathered at the palace . :f~r :the 
proce:ssiornwh:i,chi :the Prabang,_ {Qo.lden Buddha) was taken to Wat.-: 
May antl· •pu!t , on ;di splay so al,l i of . the people could come · arid 
spri.hkl•e , water cin it. Most; pf the morning ;found _tp.e /unct,ion•aires 
and other: ~imp.ortant. ,people , cp111i,ng: ,to sprinkle the Prabai1g$ 1 'Four 
armed, guards were stationed _around', the Prab.an·g ~rid' throughout' 
tha:t •night• people from the count.ry, as we1i as ·the ' _ip 'op'ulat1ibW '6f 
Luang Prabang filed by to spr.inkie. i\\/'a,ter on: th~

1 
;''.({olde1ri B~ddHa. II 

The long; ·lines reminded me of :th,e ·,pe.ople who fi'i
1ed :1:fr' th'e1

; I _i.=it ·e 
President Kennedy's casket .wl}en it was in the Capitol 'bti:ildi_n 'g. 
The next morning, there wc;ts aµ,oth~r cer e mony as the · Praoairig' \~as 

... )returned to safe keeping , inst,de t 'iie palace walls. 
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Throughout . ~he who J. e ,pel .ebration.. eVlj}f:YJ?ody visited the various 
wats and sprinkled .~ he .. A~ages of , Bud~has with lustral water ~nd 
prayed for ]:1eal th_, , 'f~p.l_'.t:)?., and . h_~ppiness . in the new year . Al~o, 
throughout the week t;lJ.e 1 Phubaos . 11nd Phu~aos ( boys and · girls) 
spr~n~led. one a nother generousl! with W<!l ter on the pret~~-~ ?t: .: 
pur1f1cat1on • . • • no doubt, tha t is why they pay so little .. atten­
tion to the cleanlin e s s of the wa ter used for ~his pu~pci~~: · ·the 

.. Phusaos also. ~ay tear t he shirts of the Phubaos and blacken their 
. · ! ~ f ; . I : , , f a _ces with _char¢pa l . 

• : J ,·: / 

During t he t~vo 1ve eks of c eleb ~at~R~r~ I found 'thei•: activities very 
interesting and e nj oyabl e a n d man~ged to tike about 200 ~olor 
slides wh ich I n ow have. Of these there are probably 25 real 
good pictures , 75 average picture s and 100 snapshots. During 
the two weeks I · t li.':i.nk '' that I was wet most of the time and I 
don't know to day wh y I ~idn't catch penumonia. I lost three 
shirts a nd pro bably u~~d up a bar of soap trying to get all of 
the cha rco a l off • j facea 

Lik e a n y other job , there is a lot to do after two weeks of vaca­
tion a nd mine wa s no exception. I found that a lot of supplies 
had a rrived that had to be inventoried and put away along with 
other thi ng s that had been put off due to the up-coming holidays . 
I h a v e a l so b e en quite pressed to finish a fish pond at · schoo-1 
before the rains come . Unfortunately the bulldozer has · 'D~en :. 
tied up a nd we still haven't finished it, and -~irice it has i a ined 
f ou'i ou t of "'.::he l 2" st five days, I am afraid it won't be c oDple­
t o d un '..: :. l ·t:1e: next dr·y !lea9r-~"1 ., Like schools in the states , we 
are f a cing a l a rge enrollment next year and the year after, that 
will double ou r prese nt enrollment. To cope with this addition 
of s tudents we a re p r e s sed to ge t some buildings started. 

I had thought tha t ,-, i th the co .r,p letion of school coming up, 
things wo u l d t ap a~ off a l i t t l e and I would have a chance to 
catch up on my co r~ e sp ondence, but l i t tle did I know what was in 
store for ~e . I t se ems as t h o u g h bot h agriculturalists are 
leaving the Un iversity o f La o s in Vientiane and I will have to 
work t h e re p a.:t of the time t hi s summe r . To become familiar with 
the progr a m, I have been f l y i n g do wn every Friday for the last 
four weeks a n d r e t urn i ng t o Luang P r aba ng on Tuesdays . From what 
I can find ou t , t he i r r ep la c e men ts won°t be arriving until August 
so I wil l co nt i n ue spend i n g half of my time in Vientiane . In 
connection wi t h b e coming orient at e d with their program, I flew 
to Bangkok last we ek for thr ee d a ys to help pick out a rice mill 
to be used at the school. The r e st of the time was spent going 
around to various government offices and places of business that 
have provide d information or services to the school in the past. 
With this arrangement staring me in the face, I don't know when 
I will g e t to Hong Kong . I had planned to go as soon as school 
was out; now I am not sure i f I can get away. 
t J 'f , . , ' 

• : :..~ i : \ • t . ~- • . . , . . .•, 
Som~ ' time baek · ·we did :make it !1down 1 -~o lJdorn ., to ,ptay softbal~ ~· 
Upon ar~~~i Hk, we -were • ~urp•iswd . to . fin~ _o9i tn,~ ! ~~~y __ were ~, 
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playing slow-pitch .and that is wha:t we had 'to 1ilay. Ne edles s to 
say' we had a .hard . time adjusting to the' gartl~ ·a.'~d befor e we 

.completely adjusted to it, the · game \ias · o·vet. w;e wanted to ·g et 
a return game with them, but since they 5wer'~ ·~ilitary, t hey c an 

, ' .1 • 

~ot ~nter Lads of~icially or unofficially so we have no wa y of 
• g,e,tting• ,.1r.evenge .• " · 

. : l_j i. fl · 

I am, sorry·,that I have not been able to ke,e'p up the cqr:::-osponden c e 
with some of you. Maybe the above will at ieast parti~lly ex­
plain why I am so far behind. Please drop me a line wh~i.1 you 
find time and I will try to · do the same. 

•JI) ) , \ 

Sincerely yours, 
. ;- ~ 

Larry \vood.son ! -, , , 

I j r • 

- Lat~y W6odsori 
'rvs/EDD • .,ri ! -< 

> :·:· 

c/o American Emb~~~y . , i. .,. , ,_ ~: l : L · 
APO 
San Francisco 

w : ' ~ I • • : ' l 

{) J l. ') j 1 ·,,, ! •~ 

9635~ •. ~ . ' 
, ' '· 
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P.S. Permission to publish this letter, in whole o r in p ~rt, 
mus•u be secured from International Voluntary Servi.tees, Inc., 
1555· Conneciticut Ave. , N. W. , Washington, . D. C • .-. .200,3.6 • 
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Larry Woodson 
Luang Prab~hg~ La~~ 
May J 1 , •; 196 5 -. '. , 5 ;: . i h \ ,\ 

Dear Frie9d.s, 

·' _ _. r; : 
t,; i 

. , La~~ month found - everybody :i,.n Laos ce l e bra ting _: Pi may ·Lao, {La:o 
New Y,~ar's Festi,val). The festivities here in.Luang >Prabang : 
lasted almost two we_eks and each day was full of excitement and 
Gaiety. 

The Lao New Year Festival, better known in Laos as the "Fifth 
Month Festival," .is the official opening of the new year and a 
time .for rejoic;i.ng. The first month of the lunar year does .not 
co~:r:-~,sp,ond to the month o( April of the Western calendar, but to 

: ,Dec~)ll;\),~r. In deciding to delay the opening . of the new year by 
several months, the "Horas" (astrologers)idea was to place the new 
ye,ar,. under more favorable auspicies. The chosen date for the be­
ginning , of the . Lao New Year coincides with the :rebirth of Nature, 
after mon-t;;h,s of h~at and drought, flowers and trees turn green 
under the. first ~howers. 

New Years Day fell on April 15th but the _activities started long 
before then and lasted several days l~ter. One of the earlier 
parties was given by our school on the 11th. We had a large 
party with everybody invited. The, .s,ty,d,ent s provided the enter­
tainment which sonsisted of various _so,ngs and dances. After the 
program everybody joined in the dancing. The next afternoon the 
students were dismissed for the holidays. Nonday, I picked up 
.several of the. s_tudents and visited their 1:lomes along with other 
.st,ud.,ents that liyed in Luang Praba ng. From here we decided t;o 
drive out to .a small. vill a ge a few miles outside of town where 
two of the girls liv ed that also a ttended the school. Upon 
arriving at the villag e, we we re invited into the house an1, ,given 
hot tea. After talking for severa l minutes our faces were 
blackened with charco al and upon leaving the house, we were soak­
ed with water. From here we went to the other girl's house where 
the same thing happened .• Later, we returned to our jeep to find 
that the villagers had filled it f ull of ants and while we w.ere 
trying to get them out of the jeep, the villagers continued 
throwing water on us. By _the _time we empti,ed, tbe jeep of most 
of the aht :s, we were completely soaked. Since this all seems 
st,rc3;n,ge . to lllo,st , of you, I wil 1 explain the water throwing later 
on in: thi!5 ;te,t;t; ,er~ 

' Ea,r ,ly , the riext mOj;:ning w~s "the !'G;~'~t. Market0 which was loca'ted 
on the '~aih' st're '{t.' iiere '· ~ve'rybo~y s 'e;t up the,ir iitt',ie, ,sh~p 
along the street and all of thi peopl~ gathered to b~j live animals 
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to set free and to purchase offerings for the monks. After the 
market, there were various religious festivals at all of the wats 
along with two basketball games at the stadium . 

In the afternoon, the people took boats across the river to build 
Thats out of sand. The Thats were constructed on the sand banks 
of the Mekong an4 we re , topped with paper streamers, ornamented with 
zodiacal signs. Thei~ builders beg the gods to grant them long 
life, wonderful days filled with happiness and wealth as numerous 
as the sands they are made of. Following the construction of 
the sand Thats, there was drinking and dancing during which 
e,verybody was throwing w:ater and the women smearing charcoal and 
tearing shirt~~ ., LatBr in _the evening~ the ones~emaihing were 
;i.nv,ited to the · Chao Khuoeng for drinks and more dancing. 

April 14 . ••• Several of the VSO's (English organization similar 
to UTS) and IVS v ers including myself :were invited· to go on a 
picnic with the Director of the $Chool in V~ent~an~ . j We drove 
about three mil.es; out into the country to a . small cabin located 
in the cemt:er of, a beautiful garden . · Here the group enjoyed a 
fine .Lao meal . 5 Later in the afternoon · we ,r.e ,turned to. Luang ,Pra­

.b~ng ,,-for the pr<:>cessi'on ,to Wat Xieng Thong, , one, of , the big wa-ts 
-: ini Luang Prabang, • At , the wat, they had . a ; very colorful ·cere-; 
.. fJnony in which the peopLe al 1 came to throw water , o .n the . Budd!ws. 

rThey · also had the dancing of Pou Gneu-,Gna Gneu i. e -. , '. the firs,t 
male and female Laotian ancestors each wearing a mask,, and a , coat 
of coarse flax. They danced around with a Lion • • • all three at 

•.•, a · given moment Kowtow to the sove;righ •and pr:esented him with the 
be,s :t wishes of all o -f the Laotia'ns, past, pre'sent and future .· 

i ·. , ·· 

· ··Ir1· ·the evening, · as every e·vening .during the two · weeks of cele-
, bra.ting, -there ;wa s ·a ·large party . somewhe 're that e v:ierybody attened. 

:April 1:5 ••. Lao New Years Day .• -~ In · the morning ·of ,,the 15th: the· 
Traditional · 'Bacci was ' held at: the · palace for , the ·K:ing ahd Que:Bn . 
The Ki'r1g '' ' s ·Council, the shop keepers, functiona'ir.s and the ,rest 
of the population met at the palace for the evBnt. , 

Since , I ·'have not described a Bacc i before I will take tiine now to 

* * * * * 
The place where the Bacci is to be held prepares a Phakuan, :which 

' cons:i.st of ~ tray covered with -.bowls and of Khans, (smaller , trays) 
,· which are' 'dressed ,,.,i th cupped bariana. leaves .filled ,with. floMers . 

On th~ top, a-s : a symbol of happiness, a bigg,er ; bouquet ; of .champa 
flowers are stu·ck>on: •small bamboo sticks. ,·. ·The Phakuan :a-lso :con­
taitts· ·. al 'cohol :, ; sggs,; cakes, ric_e,, silver, candles and -cot ten , .. 
threads . All .of •this- is spread 'bv.er a ,-ned carpet. The , multii,­
colored Phakuans and burning incense give thB ceremony the , 
oriental flavor. The ceremony is usually performed by a white-

:, haired old inari,- ' dr~ssed in white,1 arid preferably, by an un'fro·cked 
monk of the thit or ·chane rank . 

; : 
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He, sits in the, appropriate. place, i.e.,. facing the -guest of honor 
,whp :in this . cas,e i ,s , the KingJ, and Queen. . Th~,. p~ndles and inq~nse 
,iJ'l the Phakuan ,,are lit and while a light misi!i:, o.f perfume and. ,, 
ipcens.e a,i:;is!3s, the old man addresses the g1,1ardi;an gods . . 

,J Y o • ,...._LJ.~i ! · (' ·1. 

- ~e then calls for the s,~ul, for the soul d~own in the river -0r 
lost ,' in the fpg, for the soul fallen into : a , hole .. or for - the ~,.tray 
souls wandering in t .h~ , ri:vers, streaµ1s, ponds, P:I", .. lakes, ,and i;lmong 
the frogs. Acpording, tq tradition, each of .the thirty~two 
parts of the -b~dy J1as,;,a soul. He t,hen call_s ,t .he us.o.ul belopgi;J'.lg 
t9 the head _to r ,etu:rn, from the Akali,ta . Heave.ns, · should, _it,; h,:i.•v~ 
gone there: ,.,. -J,rie, _callp for the souls , of . the. . legs }Yhich: ;lljigp.t . ;·1 
have gone to the Honepa or the Hos; calling for . the sou,l:s _wl:µph 
might have gone over to the little village of never ending dew, 
wh_ere t .he cor::;k : do not :crow ;and thE3. sun does not sh~ne. · 

I • : j _. . /.· 

Wh,::in - th~~e · incantations an_d -p:rayers, : ha,ve _ been said_,, . it is . he,lJeved 
tqat the ,divinities are . pr,esiding over,. the . ceremony and :thJ\l: , all 
of the souls have gone back into the body • . After the wishe,s . have 
have been recited everybody takes turns fastening a cotten thread 

__ a:round the celeqrants wri,s.t who in tur,n, do .es the S?l,m_e . to wh?,Ifl; the 
Sukhuan is offered. Each in turn receives a lucky __ t _:tirea~. '; · 

* * * * . 
~ .. ' . ', . 

FQllowing the Bacci for the King and _ Qu.een., i one Wc;l.S given the 
C,rown Prince. 

-During the afternoon there was another procession to a different 
w~:t folbwed by dancing much the same as before. Ea_ch day there 
was a proces~~on, ~o a different wat for the ceremony of watering 
the Buddhas . ... ·; :--

One of the highlights of the festi v ities was to occur on tpe even­
ing of the l5th1~nd this was the Royal Palace party. All of 

,. the invited guest -ar:rived at the palace groµnds and were seated 
around tables placed outside in f~ont of the palace. When ev~ry­
body had arrived, the King and Queen made thei:r° Antrance and i 

were seated on the porch of a larg e hall built primarily for this 
purpose. The program began with the illumination of Phpusi, a 
wat located on a hill directly in front of the ,pal,a·c:~·_- _' This ': 

' ·· . .1 l I :J ,' 1 , ( / J <, ,-·: i , I ( . 

was accomplished with _ thousands of candles lini11g; , t]l~t s;pira}}ng 
steps leading to the tpp of the hill_, ;which_ ri,;,et5r, j\f,?lbr;=; it . V~ftJ­
cally some -,' )300 feet. , Following th;i.s . W.;\,S , th~ ,~~;,.qJr~l -:Pf • :the: , . 
Naga, a s .. ei-pent like1 -~reatur:~ ,,map,~ o~t. of panfpHJi_. , · ;~i-f;~..,; , and_ 
other materials. (mµch- like :_ the serpent piptJ-1Jicf=t9-:.Jc~n1,ffhine _.s .~ ,. 
New Year) Following the ; ser.pent down the 5:j;~p,s ,, :tvnK~, .,srv~:r,a,l , 
hundred children all carryi:ng ' lit candles -( ~n,q)..ps.--:eJL,by red ~r~r 
yellow cellophane. , All of . the colored cand-:les winding d?,"{.n ;tp.e 
stairs made a beau,~~ful sight. Next on th~; program wa.s the f>:ro­
cession of Nang lRaksadevi, which was a beautiful _ _young .&i ,rl: . · · 
sitting on a large pig which according to the lunar calendar,this 
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is the year of _the pig. T~ large pig and the girl wa s . c <1 r°:r·i,e\1 
i~ b~ six men drers~d i~ green and red outfi~s. As th~f .Ji (t~ 
eighteen ~irls ,. d_ress~d · in beautiful out;fi ts . ?,anc,f d t-he l .~.i:1,g·th 
of the open air stage to offer flowers 'to tti.e ' K'ing- an'd Queen. · 
~he dance was what is known as the Thai Classical Dance. Next 

I 1 , , • , 1 • • , : •• . , 1 • 

. ,; , ?? ~µe program·, was _ the Dan,?.~, ?J t~e ~ant~rns which ~~~ :a Pf~_c~­
sip~ type dance, with the . dancers _going through various steps 
and 'mot_ions with candles in eapp, :hand encase'd in'. ye1ibw·' anct.'· ' i '~d 
cellophane, Following thi~ ~a~ - ~~~ enactmerit of par t ~ o~ t~~ 

. . ; ' : • ; ,.' '; ·. ' ; '- •• -· I ' T f ' ( I 

story pf. Ramanyana. Ramanya,na i _s a Sanskrit . epi? d e t ~il i ,r;i(?: ~J;le 
adve_ntµres of Ramachandra, the seventh incarnation of Vishnu·~., 

. • : l . . . ,. . ' . . : . . - , . ... . ' . , -; f . - , -; . 

, . !he fina,1 _ part of the , progr;:i,m was,. the 11 \vhi te . Norikey ; Dap,c .f II f P:f ch 
+ s ,. a c;l?,n,ce done. to the. mor.f ey g9~ . · 

• . ;.--: ' . . '. . . . .. ;' j • 1 .. . /'. ; . , 

After the program was over everybody enjoyed a large :f'east · ,~hich 
was laid ?ut ?_n_ s,~':'~ral l~m_i . ,tfbles, • ... Follow_i~_g t _he 1;1ea,:J- , which 
was n~t over . till one~in~tbe-morning, was dari2int ' ~hich la~ted 

J • • • • , • • • • . • • I • j • f .• I ' i -~~ . . ' . - . ' • • _• . 

until five . o ' .clock the. _ri~x.t , IJIOrning, 'w:J;i.en . tJ-1e King· and Qul;)~n ' 
finally ; _went home~ . · '- 1 

• • .. ,., · · '· . • ,,. '' '., 

. ' ' - ; ,, . : ;... ' :(I~-~ ·.: .. "J l • -j ·;· 

· ... ' ; , i . ·;; , . i ·I.; ·. I·:,' :.. J I}: :' 1 1: ·, • • 

April; ,16 • ••• . , ~imilar day tp .<:me:s previously- describe d ,~i _t'J;/ v~r­
ious processions to different wats . 

April 17 • • •• Everybody met at the Royal Boat dock for the pro ­
c.essi,on u,p th_e .river to Pak Ou, which is some 20 miles up tp.e_ 
Mekong from Luang Prabang . There are two . large Buddhi.s t ·rck.V6 s 

. '.; 1, ' . located at Pak Ou, whe r e everybody was going to thro\) t he 1'us-
. tral water on . the images of Buddha. The entire cave was full 

.. pf people' . ,bµrning candles _and burning i~c'e'nse. Af ter ' throwing 
the water an~ . leaving their" candles and i'n'cense at 'the 'caves, 

I,' ' ' . 

the people crossed the river to the village of Pak Ou •.. Here 
everybody ate lunch and waited for the King 9 s repres e nt iiive to 
vLsit the wat at the village. Later on in the aftern9~n, we were 
fortunate enough to catch a helicopter that was takini· the 
official party back and forth, and rode back to Lu~ ng ~rabang 
in style. The rest of the _people returned by boat f ~tei in ~he 
evening . A few of them stay~~ in Pak Ou for th~ dance which ' ' 
lasted most of the night. 

April 18 ... . . All of the people gathered at the palac·e for the 
. proc,e.ssion whic;q. _ the Prabang. (Go'iden , Buddha) was tak~n to Wat·· 
.. .Ma\Y ,and pwt; , o.n , ;ct;i,splay so all - o~ ;th_e · people could co.me and , .­

sprii.nkLe . wp.teF.-. Ofl it.. Most pf -~lie morning _fou,nq the '_. funct_ibn·aires 
and :P.tl)ex\ 1~mp_ortan~ ., p'iople , co~~_pi(~~-. ·, sp:rink1ie \1;1~ . 1P ri=rba ng'~.'- l 'F~:)Ur 
armed. ;g,uards , ,,rere, .. ,s ;ta tioned aroqnd :the 'fra bang and · tfliroughout 

, . • [ ! _ -' .... , :. _ J ; •• I •·. : I .,.....,..----- '_ • •• ' , ( 'j 

t •hat n,ight peopl,e ,from, the country as well as ·the population of 
' ' ' ' ." • ' , ' • . '_J t : 1 • ' f • I ' -j ' • ·~ · / ' ' ' ' . 

,4uang Prabang fi.il ,Er4 by 
1
~p , ~.prinkle .w~_t,er on the "Golden B_'-?ddha . " 

, The - long lines rem:i,nd~,d ,ri:e
1 

p;f the _' ) 'e?'pl;e: who filed by th'e" _l:at~ 
_ Pres:ident Kennedy_' s . cask~t, .,o/,1:}en it w~_s /n tl\e . Capito 1 buildi,ng . 

ThEJ .,next morning_ ,j; 1t_here w~t :.i1;1i9)t :her cer e ~ony' ' as the Pra bang· \fas 
, '! ;:r;e;-tti1rn.€ld to safe keeping 3:nsi,9-)~., the P.~lace walls. · , . . , > 

~ : . ' ! t ·j ~[ r: 
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T1?r?ughout _the , whqle cel,ebration , evE:rybody visited the :various 
wats aryd . sprinkle;<;l , the , images , o:f . ~uqdhas with lustral water and 
prayed for heal tllt , weal th, <l;fld happiness in the new ,· year. :, ,Also, 
throughout yhe wee~ .. t .h ~.} fJ:;iubaos and Phusaos (boys ,~rid g;i,rls) , 

sprink;'-~d one anotller ger)erously with water on th~ . tPr:e~ext ; o,f: 
purification •.•• no doubt, that is why they pay s9 ., l,ittle ,atten­
tion to the cleanliness of the water used for this purpose. The 

_.,_ . Phusaqs also ,may tear the shirts . of . the Phubaos and blacken their 
. ' ) , . ., [ 'aces , with chat coal., . . , . ' . . . . ,. 

_, ') . : ' : ! : : .•. • t 1 ' j f •• : • ./ . : :} .': 

Du·; t;.g the' \~o - weeks of celebration, ·'r fo~nd . the activi tie.s very 
interesting and enjoy~~le and ma~aged to take about 200 color 
slides which I now have. Of these there are probably 25 real 
goed pictures, 75 average pictures and 100 snapshots. During 
the two ·weeks I think' ' that I was wet most of the time and I 
don't know today ~hy I didn't catch penumonia. I lost three 
shirts and !prob'ably used up a bar of soap trying to get all of 
the charcoal off my face~ 

Like any other job, there is a lot to do after two weeks of vaca­
tion and mine was no exception. I found that a lot of supplies 
had arrived that had to be inventoried and put away along with 
other things that had been put off due to the up-coming holidays. 
I have also been quite pressed to finish a fish p~~d at icBdbl 
before the rains come. Unfortunately the bulldozer ha s ' :bee'rl ' 
tied up and we still haven't finished it, and si'nce it ha~ ·~a1ned 
fou'i- out of the last five days, I am afraid ). t won't be comple­
ted un t il •the: next dry :seas'Ono Like schools ; :£\\ the · states, we 
are facing a large enrollment next year and the year after, that 
will double our present enrollment. To cope with this addition 
of students we are pressed to get some buildings started . 

I had thought that with the completion of school coming up, 
things would taper off a little and I would have a chance to 
catch up on my correspondence, but little did I know what was in 
store for me. It seems as though both agriculturalists are 
leaving the University of Laos in Vientiane and I will have to 
work there part; of the time this summer. To become familiar with 
the program, I have been flying down every Friday for the last 
four weeks and returning to Luang Prabang on Tuesdays. From what 
I can find out, their replacements won't be arriving until August 
so I will continue spending half of my time in Vientiane. In 
connection with becoming orientated with their program, I flew 
to Bangkok last week for three days to help pick out a rice mill 
to be used at the school. The rest of the time was spent going 
around to various government offices and places of business that 
have provided information or services to the school in the past. 
With this arrangement staring me in the face, I don't know when 
I will get to Hong Kong. I had planned to go as soon as school 
was out; now I am not sure if I can get away. 
, ; · .r _! -~ 'T r: r 1 1 

.• · - ,.; ! i 1· • , i i_ c i ;_.; ,: : :j n (} .i ;,; ;_: ~ 1. - ~ .- 1 ,·_: 

Some r' time 'back ' we 'did · make it ,;down 1i to :Ud<>J:10 £~o , pl~y., sof,;tb~li. 
Upon arri ~fri~, w~ -~ere ·sqrp~is~d t~.find _qut tb~t 1tbey were 
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playing slpw-:-pitch and that is what w-e had to play. Needless to 
say, we · ha9- _ a . hard time adjusting to the ' game;fand before we 
completely adjt.1sted to it, ( the game · was ovei--l ' We wanted to get 
a return .game with themi but since they were military, they can 

1no~ et}t.er Laos officially or unofficially so we have rio way of 
g~ttiry.g revenge. •; 

I a_m ~or;ry tha.t . Lhave not been able ;to 'keep up the coI"fesvo;ndence 
wit~- s~me of you. Maybe the above will at lei~t part f ally ' ~x­
plain why I am so far behind. Please drop me a line when you 
,find ) :; i ,m,e and I will try to do the same; • 

Larry Wo'>d'son 
rvs/EDDJ; 1

' 11 '· ' ' 

c/ 0 Amef':i. c·ah '. Emb~'s's y . 
' APO ' . l)!'; -. 
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P,S. Permission to publish this letter, in whole or fn part, 
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INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTARY SERVICES, INC . 

Dear Fri•ends, . 

telephone: dupont 7-5533 

cable. VOl':',C"f""\I 

1555connect1cut ave., n.w. 
wash1ngton, d.c. 20036 

Larry · tvoodson 
L-i..iang Pra·bang' Lao~. 

. i-'la y J 1 , : 1 9 6 5 

Last mo,n-th found everybody in Laos -celebrating Pima y -Lao; (Lao 
New Yea'd .s Festival). The festiviti e s here in · Lu·ang· P 'rab°ang . 
lasted almost two weeks and each day wa~ full of : ex~it~~ent · and 
Gaiety. 

The .Lao New Year Festival, better kno,-m in Laos as the "Fifth 
Month Festival j 11 is the official op e ning •of the : riew year i and' a 
time - for rejoic~ng. The first month of the luria~ yea± ; d6~s :not 
cor.x:e i:ipond to _ th~ · month of April of the Ives tern caiendar·, i but to 
DeGembsr. ' In ·deciding to delay the opening ' df the new' year by 

· sev~ral months,- •the "Horas" (astrologers) idea ·i,{ras to place ·· the new 
year: ·. uoder more -favorable auspicies. The chosen dat e for the be­
ginning· of the · Lao New Year coincides ~ith th~ r~birth of Nature, 

·after ~onths df heat and drought, flow~rs and trees turn gr~~n 
under the first showers. 

New .Years Day fell on April 15th but the activi ttes ·st~rted long 
before then and lasted several days later. One of the earlier 
parties was given by our school on the 11th. We had a large 
party with .eve:riybody ·invited. The students provided 1 the · ten-ter­
tainment which ,sonsLst~d ,of ·- various songs and dances. After -, the 
program everybody joined in the dancing. The next afternoon the 
students wer,e dis,missed ,for the holidays. Monday, .I picked ,,up 
several 9f the students and visited their homes along with other 
students -that U .. v,ed in Luang Prabang. From here· we decided to 
drive out to a small village a few mi les outside df town where 
two of the girls lived that also attended the school. Upon 
arriv~ng at the village, we were invit e d into the house and .given 
hot tea. After talking for several minutes our faces were 
blackened with charcoal and upon leaving the house, we were soak­
ed with water. From here we went to the other girl's ··house where 
the same thing1 · happened. La t-e,r, we re.turned t.o our jeep to. find 
that the viiia.g~rs had filled •it , fuLl of ·ants and whi·le we were 
trying to ge.t · them out of t-he je:ep', the · viu._lager-s continued 
throwing wa:t.er- on. us. By ;the time we -emptied t :hP- jeep of most 
of · the ants-, - ·w-e ·were completely s.oaked. Since this all seems 
st-range to mo:s -t 1 1of .. you, I wi·ll explain the water throwing later 
on in this letter. , 

I : ·--: 

, -Ea-rly the next mor;ning : wa~. tne 11:Grea t Market" wh.ich was located 
on the main street. Here everY.l?P<+Y set _up the~r little shop 
along the street and all of the people gathered to buy live animals 
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to set free and to purchase offerings for the monks. After the 
market, there were various religious festivals at all of the wats 
along with two basketball games at the stadium. 

In the afternoon, the people took boats across the river to build 
Thats out of sa~d. ih~ Thats were constructed on the sand banks 
of the Mekong and wire topped with paper streamers, ornamented with 
zodiacal signs~ Their builders beg the gods to grant them long 
life, wonderful days filled with happiness and wealth as numerous 
as the sands they are made of. Following the construction of 
the sa~d Thats, there was drinking and dancing during which 
every~odi was . throwing water and the women smearing charcoal ind 

,:.tearing shirts. Later in the evening, the ones remaining v,ere 
invited to the Chao Khuoeng for drinks and more dancing. 

April 14 .•.• Several of the VSO's (English organization similar 
to IVS) and IVS 9 ers inclu~ing myself wet~ .irivifed to go on a ; 

,picnic with the Director cit the sc~ool iri Vi~ntiane. We diove 
,JJ about three miles out into the country to a · stnall c abin located 

in the center of a beautiful garden. Heid ; th~- grbup enjoyed -~ 
fine Lao meal. Lat ,er in the afte:i:-ri?on we '· :i:-~htrhed to · Luang ·Pra­
bang for the - procession · to lvat Xieng Thortg, '6ne o'f ' the big• wats 
in Luang Prabang. At the _ wat_, . they had • a ·j yery colorful cere­
mony in which the people all ca~~ to thrb~_water on the Buddbas. 
They also had the dancing of Pou Gneu-Gna Gheu i. e ~-, tha first 
male and female Laotian ancestors eac~~eaiirig a mask ~nd a -0oat 
of coarse flax. They danc~d around with a Lion ••• all three at 
a given .moment Kowtow to the soverign1 ~n~ · pr~~erited hi~ with the 
best wishes of all_ of the Laotians, ~ast, p~esent arid future . 

. ' : . . . . 

In the evening, as every evening ·during the ttv·o ' ~eeks of cele!.. 
brating, there was a large party somew~ere ih~t everybody attened. 

April 15 ••• Lao New Years Day . .. In ~he morri~rtg of the 15th the 
Traditional Bacci was held at the pala~e for ' the King arid Queen. 
The Kingv s Council, the shop keepers ,i 1

ft.ihctiona'irs and the r\~·st 
of the population met at the palace fdr the event. 

Since I hav.e not described a Bacci before I will t ake time •now to 
·· _/,_,· do ,so •. •• o o • 

.j { ; 

·!i ·. ,, * * * * * 
,, . ;The place where the Bacci is to_ be held prepares a ·Phaklian, ' which 

·coonsi·st 'of - a tray covered ,with bowls and of Khans, ( smaller • ·trays) 
which ,are dressed with c~ppe~ banana i leaves ~filled with flowers. 
On the tap, as a symbol of happiness, · a 'bigger bouquet of champa 
flowers are . stuck on small bamboo stic'ks: · The Phakt.ian also :con-

·tains ::alcohol, , eggs, c~kes, ~ice, sil'lier-, ·candles and cortl ttert 
threads. All of this is spread over a . red carpet~ The '• mtHti­
colored Phakuans and burning incense give tne ceremony ' the 
oriental - flavor. The ceremony i .s u:;,u~l;l,y performed by a white­
hii~ed old fuan, dressed in white, an~ :piefefablj~ by ' an u~frocked 
monk of the thi t or . chane rank~ : , · ' · · · 
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:Jl;e ,sit;s ;.. in the '-'.appropriate , place, t ·.ie., facing the guest of honor 
.who in .J rhis , case ' is ·the · K,tng , and Queen. Th~ · candles and incense 
;in -the-.,:Phalc>uan :,are . liit . and -while a light mist of iperfurrie and · 
i,ncense ' a::ri~;es, ' the oTd man addresses the guardian •·gods. · 

. 
1

: ~·; . I J-; ; i -~ · ,.l - 1; :.1 • , .J r 1 r:: I · t 

.. ;He. then c;:a.ll's Jf •or the ;sou:1; for the s6ul ciro-wn ih 'the ' 1rfver · or 
lo st in thel ,,£og:, , •for the so,ul fa.1 ·1·-e n i'nto a: 1•hol·e or f6'r'.'. the' i s tray 
souls wande·r '.ing in the ·river,s' streams ; pond·s ~ :or lak'es' '. l'a_nd' among 
the frogs,.u, qAc;coriding to r tradition, e a.1ch of ' t:he thirty-..two' · 
par.ts .of tne -::Pody ha,s , a soul o He then • call•$ • the soul bel·onging 
tq the head -to return from the Aka lita Heavens, should i 't ' ·have 
gone there: he -calls for the sou l s of' the legs ,¢-hicli might 
have gone to the Honepa or the Ho s ; calling for the souls which 
might have gone over to the littl e village of never ending dew, 
where the .cock do no.t crow and the sun· does not' shine • 

• • ._r (', ; ; 

When these , .incantations and prayers ' have been: said, it is be'lieved 
that the di vini ties are presiding over the : ceremony and th'at all 
of the souls have gone back into the body. - After the wishes have 
have been recited everybody takes turns fastening a cotten thread 

t a,i~ound the cel.ebrants wrist who in turn does ·the same- to whom the 
Sukhuan is offered. Each in turn receives a lucky thr e ad. 

* * * * 

Following the . Bacc,i i for the King : and Queen, · one was given t :fue 
.(}r.own Prince~ · ··.··-··• 

' . ' . 
. -1-: .i ·,_, 

,, During the afternoon ,there was a!nother , !p'rocession to a. 1-'differ!ent 
wat • -folbwed by dancing much the · <same as before. Each ' 'd.t:i.y there 
was , a proc,ession ,to ,, ,a_ ,. different wat for the ceremony 0£ .watering 

,• the Buddhas-. !( l •ri., 
, :1' 

One of the highlights;, of the festivities was to occur on the even­
ing of the 15th and ~his was the Royal Palace party~ All of 

•the invited guest arrived at the palace g rounds and were ,_ seated 
around tables placed outside in front of the palace .. Wheli11 every­
body had arrived, the King and Queen ma de their entrance and . 
were seated on the porch of a large h a ll built primarily for this 
purpose. The program began with the illumination of . Phousi, a 
wat located, on a hill directly in front of the palace. This 
was accomplished with thousands of candles lining the,, spiraling 
steps leading to the top of the hill, which rises almost 1Merti­

·: r• cally some , )00 feet. · Following this was the descent o.f ; the ·, 
Naga, a serpent like creature made out of bamboo, wire, and 
other materials. - ·- (much like the serpent pictured in Chinese ' 

. New Year) Following the serpent down the steps, were several · 
hundred children~all carrying lit candles enclosed by red and 

, yellow cellopbarie. All of the colored candles : •winding down the 
stairs made ~ · beautiful· sight. Next on the program was the pro­
cession of Nang 1 Raksadevi' which was a beautiful young girl •. I 

sitting on a large pig which according to the lunar calendar,this 
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is the year of the pig. T-l'r-e large pig ahd ' ·the girl ivas' ckt-rr_j_.ed 
in by -six men dressed ~n green and red outfit~. Ai 1 h~i. i l tt, 
eighteen girls, dressed in beauti-ful outfits' dancEfc:L '. the ien'gth 
of the open air ' stage to offer f -lowers to the K'in'g: -~_-nd -Qt.1ee'n ·. 
The dance was what is known as the Thai Classical Dance. Ne,xt 

·; on • the program was : !the Dance o'f the Lanterns which was : a·: J?r'e ,~i­
/ ', T; :sio•n type dance, with the dan-cers! going through ira{i6 us st~ p~ 

, -' and, motions •with :cahdles in each ·hand encas'ed in_!_-y'et iow a~d red 
cellophane . . Following this I was the enactmen't o't' part of the 

.,· story- of · Ramanyana ~ - Ramanyana is a' Sanskrit '. ~p'ic 'detailing -the 
advetiture1s ' of Ramachandra, tl\e s everith incirnat ion of Vi shn~ ~ 
The ·final · part of the prograin 'was · the 11 \vhi -le Monk e y Dance" : wh ich 
i5 a dance done to the monke~· god. - - -

After the program was over everybody enjoyed a large feast which 
was laid out on several long tables. Following the meal which 
was not over till one-in-the-morning, was dancini iwhich l~s~ed 
tintil five o'clock the next morning, when the 1it~i ; ~nd du d~h 

;· finally went home. - - ·. 1• • • -,,,.J 

April ·16 . • . . Simi tar day to ones previously described Jf-i!.ti var-
ious processions to different wa ts~ --' :: · - ' 

April 17 . . . . Everybody met at the Royal Boat dock for the pro­
cession up the river to Pak Ou, which is some 20 miles up the 
Mekong from Luang Prabang . There are two large' Buddhi'st ' ~ctv-'es 
located at Pak Ou, where everybody was going to thro,.j- '! t'he '-l'tis­
tral water on the images of Buddha. The entire cave was full 
of people, burning ·candles and burning incen·s :e ~- ! After throwing 
the water and leaving their candles and irtd~W~e ~t ' tb, ca.vis, 
the people cr6s~~d trie river to the village or ' P~~ OU . Here 
everybody ate lunch and waited for the King's representative to 
visit the wat at the village. Later on in the afternoon, we were 
fortunate enough to ·catch a helicoptei •_that w~s takini the 
official party back and forth, and ' rbd~ back to Luang Prabang 
in styie . The rest of the people :~etur'ned by boat later in the 
~ve~ing . A few of ' them stayed in -Pa~ Ou for the dance which 
lasi:~d -~ost 'c/f \q.ir night . 

I j 

April 18 . .... All of the people gathered at the palace f,or· the 
pro6ession which the Prabang (Golderi Buddha) was taken tb Wat 

•. May 'a'.na p~t on display so all of the people could come and · -
-- 'sp'r 'inkie ·:,iater on it. Most of the morning found the func•ti_o'naires 

and' dttfrh· !.:iinportant _, pQople , coming· to - sprinkle the Prabango' : Four 
arriled gu'ard's ·were stationed around the Prabang and throughout 
that night pe-6:ple from the country a:s well as the population of 
Luang Prabang ' filed by to sprinkl:e _water on the "Golden Buddha . " 
The long lin-es rehi1nded me o:f the peo'ple who fil .ed by the late 
President Kerinedy'

1s casket when it wa ·s in the Cap1 to'l building. 
The next moiriing, there was a~other cer~~6ny as the 1Prabang was 
retu~ned t6-~afe -keeping irl~ide the palace ~alls ~ 

1· : J j' ' I _1 
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lhrRughou~ the whole celebration everybody visited the vario~s 
wats .;1pd sprinkled ,. thE! ;images of Buddha:s with lustr'a.1 water and 

, prayed . for health,, .. wea.;L.th, and happiness , in the new1 year. Also, 
through?ut th.e week . th~ , fhubaos and Phusaos (boys and girls) 
sprink+,ed one ano.tber, generously with water on the pretext of 
purification •.•• no doubt, that is why they pay .·so little atten­
tion to the cleanliness of the water used for this purpose. The 
J:>husaos also , may tear the i:;bir:t ,s .i,of the Phubaos• ,a,.nd / .. blacken their 
fq.ces , with ,?h.arcoal _. . . ! Ji 

,; · , 1 ! r f.·j_ 

Duting the two weeks of celebration, I found# the activitie~ ' ~ery 
interesting and enjoyable and managed to take about 200 color 
slides which I now have . Of these there are probably 25 real 
goad pictures, 75 aver~ge pictures and 100 snapshots . During 
the two · weeks I ~think that I was wet most of the time and I 
don't know,.t<>,qfiy; why,. I didn't catch penumonia. I lost three 
shirts and pr6bibly used up a bar of soap trying to get all of 
the charcoal off mf facei 

Like any other job, there is a lot to do after two weeks of vaca­
tion and mine was no exception. I found that a lot of supplies 
had arrived that had to be inventoried and put away along with 
other things that had been put off due to the up~

1
8c;>1p~r:w; ho1t1,-:9ays. 

I have also been quite pressed to finish a fish pond at " i;;c9;9-91 
before the rains come. Unfortunately the bl!l~9:9,ze1 I;i~~" 

1
b a e,1 ::-, 

tied up and we still haven't finished it, and since it h a s ~ u i n ed 
fou'r out of the last five days, I am afra:i,9- it won' 1, J::i~ , c on ple­
tod until ·the: next dry ~ea::fon., Like schoois in the states , we 
are facing a large enrollment next year and the year after, that 
will double our present enrollment. To cope with this a ddi t ion 
of students we are pressed to get some buildings started. 

I had thought that with the completion of school coming up, 
things would taper off a little and I would have a chance to 
catch up on my correspondence, but little did I know what was in 
store for me. It seems as though both agriculturalists are 
leaving the University of Laos in Vientiane and I will have to 
work there part of the time this summer-. To beco-m-e -famiJi.ar wi t-h 
the program, I have been flying down every Friday for the last 
four weeks and returning to Luang Prabang on Tuesdays. From what 
I can find out, their replacements won't be arriving until August 
so I will continue spending half of my time in Vientiane. In 
connection with becoming orientated with their program, I flew 
to Bangkok last week for three days to help pick out a rice mill 
to be used at the school . The rest of the time was spent going 
around to various government offices and places of business that 
have provided information or services to the school in the past. 
With this arrangement staring me in the face, I don't know when 
I will get to Hong Kong. I had planned to go as soon as school 
was out; now I am not sure if I can get away • 

.t -.r · · t ~ i • f , • ' _i_ ·...J _. ! : I . .; . i ' ; : : ·: . ' ; I : . f .. 
somii ··time ·iBcidlc '.'\.ie --'.did nmci.k'e 1. t 'd'ciW'n·' to ,udorn ·.rto play so ftbal b n 
Upon arri~ing, 1.vfi ·{.;era' su:t-pri se'd · to •find .•oUt that rt hey were : 
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playing slow-pitch .and that is what we had to play. Needless to 
say, we had a ,hard tirne . ac;ljusting to the game arid before we 

· completely adjusted to it, . the . game was over . We wanted t o get 
a return game .with them,i but since they were military, they can 
not enter Laos offi.cially or unofficially · so we have no way of 
getting revenge. · 

·_ I all} so,rry that I have not been able to keep up the correspondence 
with some of you. Maybe the above will at least partially ex­
plain why I am so far behind . Please drop me a line when you 
find time: '. ~pd I will try to do the same . 

: ,- ·f ,.· 

'Sincerely yours, 
.: !, . ; 

'; _: 

l _,.) C.1 '< 

i : • : . . . 
Larry Woodson. · 

--.f.f • ,i .. ,l.· ; '/"l_l.f J;l!' 

'.t" :-•,: ,; ._ ; 

; •.,: ( ·J J_; !. . \·,r-: Ii' l · 1 
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. ' i May 3 1 , 1 9 6 5 i : , 

. .I 

Dear Fri·ends, .. I 

__ ., .. ., 
Las ,t · month found everybody in La os celebr_ating • Pimay l.,ao, --- (Lao 
New Year ~_s , Festival). The fest i v i ti es h e.re in l.,uang Prabing 
lasted almost· two weeks and each day was ful .l of excitement and 
Gaiety. 

L j I ' -·· , • i • I • • 

Th,e Lao i)l' ew , Year , F,estival, · better knowp in Lc;tos as the "Fifth 
~fontl:il. -Festi-val, 11 

. . is · the offi cia 1 opening -of . the n!3w . y~_cjl.r _ and , ,a 
time fo,r '-r ,-ejoicin.g. Tbe first month of the lunar year · does not 
co 1r -re-s (pi0nd . to , the · month of April of the lv.estern calendar, but to 
Dec.ember •. , In deciding to delay the opening of tpe new year by 
several months, the "Horas'' (astrologers)idea was to place the new 
y.ear under • mpre favorable auspicies. The cho:5en date for the be­
ginning of the Lao~ New , Year coincides with the . rebi r th of Nature, 
a~ter months of heat ~nd drought, flowers and trees turn gi~~n 
under the .first showers. 

New Years Day fell on A,pr.i.l 15th but the activities star t ed long 
before then and .lasted several days later~ One of the ear~ie~ 
parties was given by our school on the 11th. We had a large 
.party with everybody invited. Tq,e studen;t;s provided the enter­
tainment which sonsisted oi va r i~u~ ~o~g~ ·and dances. · After the 
program everybo dy joined in t he d a ncing. The next a fternoon the 
students were dismis s ed for t~e holidays. Monday, I p icked up 
several of the student ? .a ,nd visited . t h e ir homes along with ot_her 
students that lived in Lua n g P raba n g . F r o m here we decided -to 
drive out to a small vi lla ge a fe w mi les outside of towri where 
two of the g irls live d that al so a t t ended the school. Upon 
arriving at the vill age, we we re i nvit e d into the house and given 
hot tea. After t a l k ing for s eve ral minu t es our faces were 
blackened with cha rco al a nd upon l eaving the house, we were soak-

· ed ~ith· water. ~rom her e we went to the other girl's . house where 
the: s·aine. thing, h a,ppened. Later, we returned to our jeep ,to find 
-that the yil'la;gers .,ba;Ci fill.ed it full of ants and whi .le' we ·w~re 
trying to g .e ,t .them o,~t of t .be jeep, 

1

the _villagers coryt'in_~'e)d · : · 
throwing wa-ter. on.·,us. B,y; _the time we ,emptied,_thP- jee·p o'f 'mo,s ;t 
of the ants·,-· \.Ye. w~ .r';e completely soaked. Sin_ce 

1
this al,l 's 'eerris' 

. str.ange · to mo1s ,t ... of you, , I ,wi.11 expla_in' the w~ t.er : ~lfr~\Jing '1at'er 
on in this . let_t :er • . ,_,, · · · 

, . 
Early t _he·_ nex~ ,mqrry,in:g _.w~,s '. tt.ie "Gr~·a ·~ Marketlf -~1'.i,i'c~ was located 
on the ma1.n street. Here everybody set up their ' 11. t .tle shop 
along the street and all of the peopi\/ -' ga'thereci ''-to 1buy li v e animals 
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to set free and to purchase offerings for the monks. After the 
market, there were various religious festivals at all of the wats 
along with two basketball games at the stadium. 

In the afternoon, the people took boats across the river to build 
Thats out of 5and. _The Thats were . constructed on the sand banks 
of the Mekong anti ~ere topped with ~aper streamers, ornamented with 
zodiacal signs. ~heir builders beg the gods to grant them long 
life, wonderful days filled with happiness and wealth as numerous 
as the sands they ar~ made or. Following the constructioni ~~ 
the sand Thats, there was drinking and dancing during which 
e ,veryb9dy was th.rowing water and .the women smearing charcoal and 
te~ring shirts~ Later in the evening, the ones . remaining : w~re 

.,invj_:ted to the Chao Khuoeng . for drinks and more dancing. ,,., .1 .• . 

April 14 .••• Several 0f the VSO's (English organization similar 
to , IVS) and/ 1.'Svers inoluding myself were .· invited to go on a 
picnic · wi:!,; ., .the Uirect<?r , o .f, ; the, school in ; Vient;iane. We dr.ove 

; about three · mil s · out into : the countTy to a, s ,mall cabin locai:;ed 
; in the center of c:¥ • beautiful gard~n. • Here the , group .en jpyed ,.a 
fine Lao meal. La te.r : ,i.n · the aft.e:rnoon we . re.:turned to , l-,ua,pg Pra­
bang for the proeesisib.n to . Wat Xieng Tpor,ig , ... one of the ptg wats 
in Luang Prabang. ' At , the wat, they had a , ve.ry colorful. :cer,~­
mony in which the people all came to. throw water on the ,Bu9;d):1as. 
They also · had the dancing of Pou Gneu-'Gna Gn~u p.. e-:~: ,the first 
male and female Laotian ancestors each wearing a mask and a ,coat 
of coarse flax. They danced around with a Lion ••. all three at 

· a given moment Kowtow to the soveri.gn and . presented him wi t,h the 
best wishes of all of the Laotians, past, present and future •. 

·1: ,; 

In the evening, as every- evening .dur.in.g the two , weeks of ce;L;~-;­
brating, th~re was a large ~arty somewhere that ev£rybody ,a~t~ned . 

April 15 ... Lao New Years 'Day. . . In the morni,ng of -the 13th ,the 
Traditional ·Bacci was held ,at the palace fdr ;.'the King and,. Queen. 
The Kirig' s Council; the shop keepers, functionairs and ,the r ,est 

' tff the population met at the palace f.o:r the .event. 

er-,-. JSiric'e- I :have not described a Bacci before I will take tim,e.: now to 

* * * * .. ) ~) . , ' 

' The pla'ce w'mfre the Bac'ci is .to .. be held prepares a Phakuan,, :which 
•idonsist · of 'a, tray · covered with .bowls and of Khans,;--(smaller.,1trays) 

·,·,which are dre·ssed with cupped banana leaves filled ;w:i th fl-o,~~rs. 
On the top, as a ; symbol of happiness, a bigger bouqµet of champa 
flowers are stuck on small bamboo sticks. The Phakuan a],so ,con­
tains alcohol/ e •ggs ~ cakes, rice; ,silver;, candles and cotten 
threads. All of ' this is spread over a red. carpet, '!'he .multi­
colored Phakuans and burning incense give the ceremony the 
oriental flavor. The ceremony is usually performed by a white­
haired old man, dressed in white~ ·and -pr.eferably, by •an unfrocked 
monk of ' the thit or 'cbane r 'ank'. ; 
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He sits in the appropriate place, i.e., facing the guest of honor 
who in this case is th~ King and ~u~~n.- The candle~ and ince~se 
in the Phakuan are ' l:it ' and while a light mist of perfume and:11 
fric~nse arises, the old man addresses the guardian gods. 

H~ then cills for the soul, for the soul drown in the river or 
lost in the fog, for the soul fallen into a hole or for the stray 
sbuls w£~dering iri the rivers, streams, ponds, or lakes, and among 
the frog 's~ ' · According to tra'di;tion, each of the thirty-two 
parts of ihe' body has a sou1J He then ca.lie the , soul belonging 
to the head'' to return from the Akalita Heavehs •r,' 'should it have 
gone . therEk:' he · calls for the ' souls of the ' l.e1g§' which might 

'·· have gohe' t6 the Honepa or the Hos; calling ' for the souls which 
might have gone over to the little village of ' never ending dew, 
where the cock do not crow and the sun does not shine. 

When thes~ '.i:.ncantations and prayers have been said, it ' is be,lieved 
that the divinities are presidihg over the ceremony and that ;•, all 
of ' the souls have gone back 'in;t ·o the body. After the · ,:.rishesrr have 
have been recited everybody takes turns fastening a cotten ,thread 
asound the celebrants wrist who in turn does the same to whom the 

. Sukhuari. 'is o'ffer:ed~ ·: Each in turn receives a lucky threadJ. i - ; , 
1 i ·- ,·-:,. : <, :.•; 

* * * * 

Following the 's 'acci for the 'King 'anclJ ''Queen, one ·was given , the 
c ·rown Prince. ; •'.'T, '.: ;'J 

During the ~fterh~t>'n th~~e was another procession •to . a different 
wat folbwecl 'by dancin•g ' much the same as' 'D'efore. ··r,Each da,y ,there 
was · a -proces~ior( 'to a different wat for · the cer'eniony ·oflw.atering 

. t_, he)3µdclha·s. ··· · ,.:,;' 1·_, ,::•,,, ••!r 
: ,, 

on'e . of the highlights of ' the ' ffest-i.vities was to occur on the even­
ing of the Y5th and this ·was ;' the Royal , Palace party. All of 
the invite,cCguest arriveid ''at the palace grounds and were seated 
aro{.md tab'ies' ''piaced outs 'ide in front of the palace. When every­
body had arrived, the King and Queen made their, ,entrance and -
were seated on the porch of a large hall built primarily fo,r J ;his 
purpose. The program began with the illumination of Phousi, a 
wi:tt locate'd on a hill directly ih front of the palace. Tpi!':i i 
wa.'s accomplished wi:th ' thousands · ,'of _ candles . l •ining the spiraling 
ste,Ps te;14ip;g , to the' top of the hi'll, •,~h_ich -rises al.most verti­
cally' :s;<;>'m.~~'.'J'OO feet. Following 'this was the . descent of the 
Naga, ·-.f :~J:e;:r~ent like creature made out of bambo:o, wir,e, and 
other ·ma·t1eri 'als . (much like the serpent pictured in -Chinese-
New Yeaij1~

1 ~ollowing the serpent down the steps, were _several 
hunc!'rect'"6\iildren all carrying lit candles enclosed by red and 
y~ti,qw cellophane. · All of the colored candles winding down the 
i~i{fs made a bea~tiful sight. ~~xt on the program was the pro-
6e~sion of Nang Riksadevi, which w~s a beautiful young girl 
sitting on a lari~ pig which according to the lunar calendar,this 
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i 's the year of the' pig. Th'o large pig' and. ' thei ' {;ir'i was c a:rri~d 
:in by six men dre:ssed in green and red 'bu-'t{i'ts·. ; As ·'th1~y' 1).e :h / , 
eighteen girls, dressed in beautiful o'utfits danh~d '. the lerig tb 
of the op~n air stage to offer flowers to the King ~~d Qu~~h. 
The dance was what is known as the Thai Classical Dance, Next 
on the program was the Dance of the Lanterns ~hich was a ' p~eci­
sion type dance, with the dancers going through various · :st~ps 
and motions with candles· in each hand encased in yello\:.,- and ' r~d 
cellophane. Following 'this was the enacttna nt of par~ of' ~~~ :: 

• · • • . l i ' • -' ~ . i· I . ( ! 

· story of Ramanyana. Ramanyana is a Sanskrit epic detailing tbe 
adventures of Ramachandra~ ' the seventh: incarhation of '~i;hhu. ; 
The final part of the program was the ' ''White Molilcey; 'ri~ri6k" wh:i ch 
is ' a dance 'done to the tnPnkey god. ·. . ' ·• ' . ' . ;,:· '.' :: 
_: ·, '.: ' •• r ' • ' 1 ! : I : f; 

After the ;program was over everybody enjoyed a large f~kst ''itli.ch 
was laid out on several long tables. Following the meal which 
was : not o\rer till one,-in-the-morning, was danb'ing which ia's .ted 
until fi~e o'clock the_

1
next morning, when'' th~ ' king and Qu e en ' 

finally', weil. t horrie. . .. ', 
, l : i /' ' • • • 

April 16.'~.. Similar d'ay to ones ,praviousi\,::·described with -~ar-
.. ·;_, :.ir-

ious processions to different wati . · 

April 17 •.•• Everybody met at the Royal Boat dock for t he pro­
cession up the river to Pak Ou, which is some 20 miles up the 
~iekong from Luang Prabal'lg. ' The'r~ ' are . two lar°ge Buddhist . caves 
located at Pak Ou, wh~re everybody was going to thto~ the lus­
traJ water on the images of Buddha . The entire cave was full 

_· o·f '. people, burning 6'arj:dl~'s ' and burn:t°ng ,;iticense. After throiVfn g 
ilhe water a~d leaviti't( thei't '' candles . a:rid incense at 'the c a veb '; , 

:: r
1
lhe i people c~~-s~'e'a th~ }i ter to 'the ' tril,lage of' Pak Ou •.'. Here ' 
everybody ate lunch and waited for the King 9 s repre'sEfota'tive' to 

. vis,:it t ,he wat at the village. _ Later on in the aftern<;)On, we ~ere 
' • • ' L { l • • i ', ' , r - ' \ ! , " , ' ;_ I • ' • , 1 ' • , •• r j " •• • • ~ : · , ( j ~ 

fortunate enough to catch a he1.icopter that · was :·ta)-<in'{f'. the ··: 
' .: _: ~ _ i : : • _r r , i 1 • ,.. :·_ , > J ;". · • • ; · r: ·; • : . 1 · ; ' . • ·:l_, , 

. ,<;>fficial party b_ack _cJ.nd forth, . arid ·rode . pa.~~k to :Luang Prabang '. 
: ~D style. :Tl1,e . r ,~s} , of the p_eo·p_i~ _r ;etutn-'~d\'_ by '_ b'.~'at later': in '.the 
· ev;~ning • . A; .f,~~.: pr, ,' them .st.a ·yed .·in _Pak O\i ' for ''tJie dance which ' 
last~d mo st . o:f . t ·h,,:i' r:-iight ~ 

,:; . ' 
: I •~ •·s \ ,_ . i-i-

·-••, . ., 

April 18 • . •• • All o f t~w,, people gat,ller,ect i ft '( lHtk,, palace f?r· ·~1:1e 
procession which the Prabang ,JGo,1dert· ~u'fldha·')" \a/as' .:taken to Wat '' 

___ May and put on di splcJ.;Y ~;o al). , o:r Jh~" pebpte 6o'u'ict" borne and · -· 
~prinkle water on it ,: ·_)Io 's~ :j >f 'th~ ' morning fou'nd th~ ::runctionaires 
and . .other .,import~J1t ., p~o-p1e coming· to sprinkle ' the 'Pr a bang 4 Four 

'_,1 'l . . f ;1 :,.:·· ; ,,( . : . . . . ·- . i 

armed; gµards .1vere ·stati,oned around the Prabang and · throughout 
that ' night people from the country as well as the p6"p"j.1'1atian" of 
Luang Prabang filed by to sprinkle water on the 11 G·olden Buddha." 

_, 'l'he long lines reminded me of the people who filed by ' the late 
. President Kennedy ' s casket when it was in the Capitol ' b~ilding . 
· The ~ext morning, there was another ceremony ~s the Pia.bang was 
~eturned to safe keeping inside the palace walls. 
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) .; Througbout. the wh9le ,;.ce.l-eb:raction everybody visited the · various 
wats an4 : spr::i,nl<;:lecl .. ~he, image,~ of, Buddhas with ,1ustral water and 
prayed , fH;t' 1 h~~l tl;1"' wealtb, .-~nd happiness in the new · year~ ;. Also, 
thrQl!~h<?IJ·¥_,, t:re \\Tee¼: the fhul;>q.o s ar,id Phusao s ( boys and girls) 

. ~pf}qkiMd~on~ another geQ,~qusly with water on the pretext ; of 
puiification •.•• no doubt, that is why they pay so little atten­
tion to the cleanliness of the water used for this purpose. The 

}~husa,Qs al~(>, may te~r tl;ie ., ~l):i;rts pf the Phubaos and . blacken their 
- ~a,ces • wi irl.l,: charcoal ~ .. · .: .i. ,1 , · . . 

l · : j \ -! 1 · : - , - ; -. - : • : [_: ·: 

During the two weeks Qf ,~elebratLon; I found . the acttivi ties very 
interesting and enjoyable and managed to take about 200 color 
slides which I now have. Of these there are probably 25 real 
goed pict4res, 75 av~rage pictures and 100 snapshots. During 
the two weeks I think that I was wet most of the time and I 
don't know today _why; ,,I didn't catch penumonia. I lost three 
shirts and ' probably ·used up a bar of soap trying to get all of 
the charcoal off mf face, 

Like any other job, there is a lot to do after two weeks of vaca­
tion and mine was no exception. I found that a lot of supplies 
had arrived that had to be inventoried and put away along with 
other things that had been put off due to the up-coming, h,o_l:i,days. 
I have al so been quite pressed to finish a fish pond . 'al s ctioo.'1 
before the rains come. Unfortunately the bulldozer ha§

11\:>e~n ' 
tied up and we still haven't finished it, and ' s ·ince lt't'has :;:-3.ined 
fou'r out of' the last five days, I am afraid it won't; ~e . c:omple­
tod until ·the: next dry :3ea~fono Like schools in the · st~'t'es, we 
are facing a large enrollment next year and the year after, that 
will double our present enrollment. To cope with this addition 
of students we are pressed to get some buildings started, 

I had thought that with the completion of school coming up, 
things would taper off a little and I would have a chance to 
catch up on my correspondence, but little did I know what was in 
store for me. It seems as though both agriculturalists are 
leaving the Uni~ersity of Laos in Vientiane and I will have to 
work there part; of the time this summer. To become familiar with 
the program, I have been flying down every Friday for the last 
four weeks and returning to Luang Prabang on Tuesdays. From what 
I can find out, their replacements won't be arriving until August 
so I will continue spending half of my time in Vientiane. In 
connection with becoming orientated with their program, I flew 
to Bangkok last week for three days to help pick out a rice mill 
to be used at the school. The rest of the time was spent going 
around to various government offices and places of business that 
have provided information or services to the school in the past. 
With this arrangement staring me in the face, I don't know when 
I will get to Hong Kong. I had planned to go as soon as school 
was out; now I am not sure if I can get away • 

. ·,t ... '. .' ! : ' i ; - ~ i , 1 ,::j : '. -_;- ... J ·. :_: i '. . ! ( ; : "'~ ·- ·1 : . ; • • ' •.• f • • f 

SomJ '' time bade we did mAk~ it down to JUdorn·.r to play ,softball ,.: 
Upon arriving, we · {.j-ere '' stirp~i s~d - to · find -out that they were .: 
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playing slow-pitch and' · that is what ; we · had to play. Needl'ess · to 
say, we had a ·hard time adjusting· to' ·t:he ganie· and before we 
completely a•djusted . to it, the game ~ais• over·. We · wanted ·to get 
a return game with them, but since ·:they were military·, · they 'can 
not enter Laos officially or unoff'i'c'ial~y · s·o we have no l w'ay·; o'f 
getting revenge. · ' ·' ... i l ·1 ! • , • 

. , ; r 

i am sorry that I have not been able t6 1 keep 1 up the corre'spon'dence 
with some of you. Maybe the above will at least partia-lly ex­
plain why I am so far behind. Please drop me a line when you 
fin'd tlme ' a'ti'd I will try to do the same. · 

:}•:' 

j j .-

:· • , l • •. 

! ! 

! 1, 

Sincerely yours, 

,Lai-ry Wob~son 

1 (; ·: r·,1 :. 

_,, 
'1. ~ I (_j J I J 

, , ; 11: 

. ' : f i > :-, ! : 
Larry Wo,9c;\;:1~n 
IVS/EDD J '.f , . 

. cJ~ ;Am~r).Lcan ,Embassy 
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P.S. Permission to publish this letter, in whole or in part, 
inus't - be secured from International VG>luntary Se_rv_i?es ., ~nc., 
1555 Conne·ctic:ut Ave •. , N.W., \tas):lington, D.C .. ~ 2_0p~~r 


