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Su-Mei Yu, Curstor of the Lotus Folk Art Centar museum and galiery, with Blue Hmong
wedding dress.

Gallery Shows Southeast Asian Folk Art

by Lynette Thwaites

“We have /ost our land, we have logt our
averything....I cannot halp Lut cry. We have
icst, but | nopy eacn af us wili unite so that
we can busid again.”

When the doors of the Lotus Folk Art
Center opened for the first time on
October 16 a large group of Lao Hmong
womaen wers aiready waiting patiently
on the surrounding lawn with bags and
boxes full of brightly colored needie-
work. Su-Mei Yu, Curator ot the
Center's museum and gallery, was
delighted and a little surprised to see 30
many of them. Since communication
with the tribal Hmong people is less
than perfect, Yu was not certain how
many would respond to her invitation.
But. clearly. the clan leaders had sanc-
tioned the event. and about two
hundred women cama to attend the

opening of the Lotus Foitk Art Center
and to show and sell their Pan Dau (a
traditional form of applique and
embdiidery).

The Center is a community project
dedicated to preserving the arts and
crafts of Vietnamese, Cambodian, Lao-
tian, and Lao Hmong retugees whose
Cultures have been endangered, if not
destroyed. by war and transpiantation
into an alien western culture. Su-Mei
Yu, also Director ot the Southeast Asian
Ailiance, one of the non-profit argani-
zations which supports the Center, said
that another purpose of the Center is to
heip refugees attain aconomic -
independence. “We hope that we can
create economic self-sutficiency for the
artists and craftspeopie who otherwise
tack marketabie vocationat skills and
have had to rely on public assistance.”

Continued on page 2
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