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SLBJECT: Konthly Report for Noven.ber 197.3 

Activit.tes/Accq_n.plishrr,ents 

1,, 'l:he Fourth Year .i-.ome hconomics 'l'extb:>ck was finally ccr..pleted and attbnd.t= 
ted to.i: r o r.urr.abe., Dr"' :c~hanu.eck cf uSAiiJ/Ph assisted in revisi~; Chapter 9.,. 

2,, For perhaps the first tir,,e since Fa ~gum/Vientiane was opened., quali..t;ied 
.and/or ,,xperieneed te,achers are. heiding the ho1i.e econond.cs departments . in 
each ot the ft'a l\!guri. School.so 'l'r1 ined ho:::i.e econo1:ists with AoAo degrees are 
at Phon,3 bong and Sa"annakhet» a. fioAo at 1uro1g Prabang., and an AoAo at Vien­
tiane., Classes at Pe.kse .are taught. by a. 10th grade graduate with a year or 
teaching experiimceo li.dueational level ,)f home economics tea.cher-s by schools 
is as ;t!ollows: 

Vi,mtia.ne . 1,1A ~ l,!) hi !h 8choc1l = 1., iOth Grade - 2 . 
Phone lleng . AA= 1.1' 10 ~t Gradei - 3~, . 
Savannakhet . AA - l.J) 10.:.h Grad~i = lo . 
l.l,,Ulg Pra.~ng; BA= lQ 10.:.h Grade = l., 
Pakse lOtli '.xrade ,~ 1., 

As can he· seen., there is no shortage of home econod.cs tuachers this year, but 
a few more high school graduates w ~uld b<~ pref t~able to so n:a.ny 10th Grade 
graduatHSo This situation should 1e rem.}died jn a year or two when partici­
pants rniw in training in 'l'hailanc. ·,;ill roturn~ and when Fa Ngum second cycle 
graduatclS might be utilized as tEiazherso 

.3o Fie:.d tripe to Fa Ngum schools were Ina.de aa. follows: 
Pht>ne hong - Novo 19-l0 
Savannakhet =, Nov c 26,~29 
P2kse = Nova 29=30 

Separatn field trip reports are i'i led., 

4o l~ntollment in home econon:ics his lagi~ed behind t,he other practical arts 
areas i11 all of the 1''a Ngwr. schooho \11~, this is so (except for the ftMtr 
nut!ber ot girls) has been a concer :1 of the hollie economics trachers as well.> 
and in iJovember a simple questionn a.ire was distributed to all second year stu­
dent& in Fa Ngum/Vientiane asking r.he1a to give reasons 'Why they had or had not 
yet completed = but a, preliminary ::-eview of the results shows the following 
reasons to be rnost often given for not choosing home ecenomics (in descenilng 
order of treq\.iency) : 

- lio1i.e econond.cs is a subject for girls 
= A lack of money to ourchaoe 1 • .at erials 
~ Do not like the sub')ect 
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- It is too easy 
- .An-1 not skillful at it 
- It is difficult to get a job in this field 
= Parents do not like this 3ubject. 

A compl,!te sumrn.u-y of findings will be s·Jbznitted latero It would be good ·if 
this su,•vey c01;ld be done in the ol:,hel'" sehools as wello ' 

So Conuultations with l·.rs,, Theot,hong lla'Je centered on: 
a) H.evision of home economici.:, ::curse ot.tlineo Thi~ bas been submitted to 

(~urriculum Committee,, 
b) Planning for in-service training workshop on nutrition for sw£n:er 1974,, 
c) Hecommendatior.:.S for work tJxpsrien::e {probably second trimester) tQr the 

,~ heme economics 7th ye~ s l:.udent:-; at: 
- RLG Agriculture Horr.~ Bcon,)mj_cs ExtensiQ11 
- That 1.h40 Orphanage 
- Dietary Aitchen at /ientiane hospital 
= ~~eaching lat ye~.r H ;,me Econo1r.i.Cf, at Fa Ngwn/Vientiane 

d) J1. p.n>bleu regarding superviiion o:: the l.u;) Houseo Five students (the 
ueventh year students plus :>ne of the 5th year) have lived in the;, 
House thtl past 2 montho w.it.1out a t~chEJr living in to provide COD!> 

iitant supervision" In the Jriginal plaI:ning £or the House and in last 
E1pring 9s residence living9 ·.:.he teacher played a vital part in the !>Ver- , 
Hll progranio 'l'he teacher iJ to pl'ovide guidance ru1d supervision in all · 
tacets ot· dai]¥ living and. :ln ordor to do this i ·t would _ seem she n,uat' 
:ive in the houseo This pr•>blem remains largely tmsolved for this tri= 
1.ester, but nJJ.st be resolve(i befo1•e the 4th year students begin to 
occupy the h~use in ear4' 1]74n 

6,, teetings with all home eco11on,i~ teachers are held every Mondqo 

Other D<1nors (Cooperative Aetivit:les) 

lo t,,rs ,, Theothong boun;yavong leav1,s Decomber 8 for Ku.alci. Lumpur to at tend a 
2=w~ek ~erid.nar on the use of radio in f arJ.13" planning education., The seminar 
is s'pone ored by UNESCO o 

2? The two Nutrition related chiar-t.s which were ccr..piled by the Nutrition 
cemmittee of Laos are being printed,., 'l'hti Arr,eriean r~omen 9s Club has agreed t• 
financ, the printingo A meeting of the Nutrition Strategies Committees was 
held Ne;vember 7,, A projection was n;ade c,f the number of peeple trained in 
nutrition. that Laos will needo 

Obeervatiens 

During lL.f field trip to Savannakhet,, much giscu,saion centered on 11\aihat happens 
to the-Fa · Ngum first and/or second cycle graduates?" l'iro Hongthong is very 
interested in this questiono Tbreugh -written st,,-ten.ents and in personal inter-· 
views ~ith each 4th year h•me econon-.i.cs student i, it was tound that all expect 
to get a. job af'ter the 4th year {if they can °t go on to 5th year) - but they 
have no idea of what Jobe Does or should Fa Ngum have arzy- obligation to find 
jobs for its graduates? Is Fa Ngum to be training for specU'ic jobs? 

Othel" ""I returned f'rom home leave on November 2~ 


